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From: 	 Abedin, Huma <AbedinH@state.gov> 
Sent: 	 Friday, January 6, 2012 6:43 AM 

To: 
Subject: 	 Fw: Tymoshenko's husband seeks asylum in Czech Republic -source (Reuters) 

From: OpsNewsTicker 
Sent: Friday, January 06, 2012 06:37 AM 
To: NEWS-Mahogany 
Cc: SES-0 
Subject: Tymoshenko's husband seeks asylum in Czech Republic -source (Reuters) 

PRAGUE (Reuters) - The husband of Ukraine's jailed opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko has asked for 
asylum in the Czech Republic, a Czech government source said on Friday. 

Former Prime Minister Tymoshenko was sentenced in October in to seven years in prison for abuse of office 
in what the United States and the European Union denounced as a politically-motivated trial. 

Her husband, Oleksander Tymoshenko, requested asylum in the Czech Republic at the end of last year, the 
source told Reuters. 

"He applied at the end of the last year and there has been no decision yet," the source said. 

A spokesman for the Interior Ministry, which handles asylum cases, declined to comment. 

The Czech Republic has a policy of supporting opposition in countries that have patchy human rights 
records, a legacy of former President Vaclav Havel. 

. Last year, the Czech Republic granted asylum to Bohdan Danylyshyn, a former economy minister in 
Tymoshenko's cabinet wanted in Ukraine for suspected abuse of office. 

Ukraine expelled two Czech diplomats and the Czechs retaliated later in the year, straining relations. 

Oleksander Tymoshenko is part owner of a business registered in the Czech Republic. 

News Tickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Department sources. 
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