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RELEASE IN FULL 

From: 	 Mills, Cheryl D <MillsCD@state.gov> 
Sent: 	 Friday, December 28, 2012 5:19 AM 
To: 
Subject: 	 Fw: Putin signs anti-US adoptions bill (AP) 

From: OpsNewsTicker@state.gov  [mailto:OpsNewsTicker@state.gov]  
Sent: Friday, December 28, 2012 05:08 AM 
To: NEWS-Mahogany 
Subject: Putin signs anti-US adoptions bill (AP) 

MOSCOW (AP) - President Vladimir Putin has signed a bill banning Americans from adopting Russian 
children. 

The bill is part of the country's increasingly confrontational stance with the West and has angered some 
Russians who argue it victimizes children to make a political point. 

UNICEF estimates that there are about 740,000 children not in parental custody in Russia,. 
The law also blocks dozens of Russian children now in the process of being adopted by American families 

from leaving the country. The U.S. is the biggest destination for adopted Russian children. More than 60,000 of 
them have been taken in by Americans over the past two decades. 

It is retaliation for an American law that calls for sanctions against Russian officials deemed human rights 
violators. 

NewsTickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Department sources. 
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