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RELEASE IN FULL 

From: 	 Mills, Cheryl D <MillsCD@state.gov> 

Sent: 	 Monday, November 12, 2012 8:16 AM 

To: 

Subject: 	 Fw: Parents of Austin Tice in Beirut (NOW Lebanon) 

From: OpsNewsTicker@state.gov  [mailto:OpsNewsTicker@state.gov]  
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 07:56 AM 
To: NEWS-Mahogany; PAF0Group2@state.gov  <PAF0Group2@state.gov>; Syria Unrest 
Subject: Parents of Austin Tice in Beirut (NOW Lebanon) 

BEIRUT (NOW Lebanon) - The mother and father of Austin Tice, the 31-year-old former US Marine and freelance journalist who went 
missing while in Syria in August, held a press conference in Beirut on Monday to appeal "to anyone and everyone who can put us into 
contact with our son," as Debra Tice put it before a crowd of assembled reporters. 

Debra Tice and her husband Mark, pressed repeatedly for details, spoke in generalities when discussing whom they've been talking 
to thus far to secure Austin's release. In October, following the YouTube release of a video showing Tice, a U.S. State 
Department spokeswoman said, "To the best of our knowledge, we think he is in Syrian government custody." 

Asked about why the State Department believed this and whether or not the family shared that opinion, Debra Tice told NOW, "We 
are separate from State, and we have been very careful to avoid speculation. We do not know who is holding him, and so our mission 
here is to reach out to whoever it is, without trying to guess who that might be." 

News Tickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Department sources. 
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