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From: 	 Mills, Cheryl D <MillsCD@state.gov> 
Sent: 	 Friday, April 29, 2011 7:33 AM 
To: 

Subject: 	 FW: Politico: Crowley hits Obama's 'inconsistency do' 

From: McDonough, Denis R. [mailto 	  
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 7:30 AM 
To: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Hammer, Michael A; Sullivan, Jacob 3; Mills, Cheryl D 
Subject: RE: Politico: Crowley hits Obama's 'inconsistency do' 

Also, in the 2 years he worked in government, was he ever consistent on anything? 

Him criticizing the President for consistency is a real doozy. 

From: McDonough, Denis R. 
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 7:20 AM 
To: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 'Michael_A._Hammer 
Subject: Fw: Politico: Crowley hits Obama's 'inconsistency do' 

 

SullivanJJ@state.gov'; imillscd@state.gov' 

This is not really tenable. 

  

From: Bates, Andrew J. 
To: Anderson, Amanda D.; Bedingfield, Kate; Brown, Caroline; Carney, Jay; Cunnane, Pat; Cutter, Stephanie; Earnest, 
Joshua R.; Gavin, Tom; Gomez, David; Hare, Helen; Holzer, Benjamin; Lee, Jesse C.; Pfeiffer, Dan; Phillips, Macon; Psaki, 
Jennifer R.; Shenkman, Michael; Wade, David L.; Whithorne, Robert; Whitty, Patrick; Alhassani, Mehdi K.; Anderson, 
Brooke; De, Rajesh; Finer, Jonathan J.; Govashiri, Ferial; Hayden, Caitlin; Inouye, Shin; Jensen, Robert R.; McDonough, 
Denis R.; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Spence, Matthew J.; Traber, Alexandra; Turner, Shawn; Vietor, Tommy; Vinograd, 
Samantha; Wozniak, Natalie S.; Zafar, Shaarik 
Sent: Fri Apr 29 07:14:55 2011 
Subject: Politico: Crowley hits Obama's 'inconsistency do' 

http://dyn.politico.com/printstory.cfm?uuid=7235E22A-D1F2-4EC5-9484-3E3D714D53F5   

Crowley hits Obama's 'inconsistency do' 

By: Jennifer Epstein 

April 29, 2011 07:03 AM EDT 

P.J. Crowley is speaking out against President Barack Obama' policies on the Middle East, charging his former 
boss with adopting an "inconsistency doctrine" on the region and urging intervention in Syria. 
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Crowley, who stepped down as the State Department's top spokesman last month, writes Friday that the Obama 
administration has yet to solidify its position on how to handle uprisings across the Arab world, but needs to do 
so. In particular, he calls for the president to get involved in the emerging conflict in Syria. 

"Although Obama seemed to embrace the concept of "responsibility to protect" in intervening in Libya and 
calling for Muammar Qadhafi to step down from power, he has not done the same in Syria," Crowley says in a 
column published by The Daily Beast. "If Qadhafi must go because he is unwilling to reform and has employed 
extreme state-controlled violence against a population that no longer fears him, so should President Bashar al-
Assad." 

Crowley resigned after voicing his opinion on the military's treatment of Bradley Manning, the Army private 
accused of providing classified documents to WikiLeaks, saying that it was "ridiculous and counterproductive 
and stupid." 

Crowley's view is one that many administration observers, foreign policy experts and members of Congress 
have taken, but this is the first time it has been voiced by someone who was, until recently, privy to high-level 
deliberations. 

The Obama administration took the path toward military intervention in Libya in part because it was a 
straightforward one, Crowley suggests, while the situation in Syria is more complicated. U.S. officials aren't 
sure that Assad's ouster will result in the installation of a better one, and see "no viable military option in 
Syria," he says. 

Nonetheless, Crowley insists that the United States must find a way to stop the humanitarian crisis there, too. 

"If the United States is committed to promoting responsible, accountable, and representative government 
around the world, it cannot just do so where it is easy. It should do so where it matters," he says. "If Gaddafi has 
forfeited his legitimacy, then Assad is as well, and the world's most powerful democracy should say so now, 
when it matters." 
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