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From: 	 Mills, Cheryl D <MillsCD@state.gov> 
Sent: 	 Thursday, September 03, 2009 12:13 PM 
To: 
Subject: 	 FW: Holbrooke dustup 

FYI 

From: McDonough, Denis R. [mailto: 
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2009 12:06 PM 
To: Munoz, Cecilia; Mills, Cheryl D; Donilon, Thomas E. 
Cc: Schiliro, Philip M.; Maher, Shawn P.; Smith, Elizabeth S.; Pfeiffer, Dan;•Blake, Michael A. 
Subject: RE: Holbrooke dustup 

From: Munoz, Cecilia 
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2009 12:06 PM 
To: McDonough, Denis R.; 'millscd@state.gov'; Donilon, Thomas E. 
Cc: Schiliro, Philip M.; Maher, Shawn P.; Smith, Elizabeth S.; Pfeiffer, Dan; Blake, Michael A. 
Subject: RE: Holbrooke dustup 

Thank you! 

From: McDonough, Denis R. 
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2009 12:05 PM 
To: Munoz, Cecilia; 'millscd@state.gov'; Donilon, Thomas E. 
Cc: Schiliro, Philip M.; Maher, Shawn P.; Smith, Elizabeth S.; Pfeiffer, Dan 
Subject: RE: Holbrooke dustup 

From: Munoz, Cecilia 
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2009 12:04 PM 
To: millscd@state.gov; McDonough, Denis R.; Donilon, Thomas E. 
Cc: Schiliro, Philip M.; Maher, Shawn P.; Smith, Elizabeth S.; Pfeiffer, Dan 
Subject: Holbrooke dustup 

Hi all: We got a furious call from the Secretary of State of Minnesota, Mark Richie, who is very upset about a comment 
made by Special envoy Holbrooke at a press conference in Paris: 

Here's what he said: 

"During that process there are going to be many claims of irregularities; that happens in every democracy," said 
Holbrooke. "We recently had a senatorial election in Minnesota which took seven months to determine the outcome, 
there were so many charges of irregularities. It certainly won't take that long in Afghanistan, but that happens in 
democracies, even when they are not in the middle of a war." 

As you can imagine, folks in Minnesota are pretty angry — I got an earful about the length of the recount process in MN, 
which they argue wasn't about irregularities, and about how the Administration is undercutting Senator Franken with 
these comments. Its making its rounds through the MN press and the blogs. 
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The Secretary of State is pretty eager to go to the press with his outrage — could use your guidance on how to respond. 
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