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"White House refused to sign off on text, even thoug h they got everything they want. And they will dema nd more time (ie after 
election), More later, Th ings crazy, II 

Editorial 

An Arms Treaty Within Reach 
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The United States and 192 other countries are nearing the end of negotiations at the United Nations on a global treaty aimed at 
controlling the trade in conventional weapons, For the first time, there is a real opportunity to curb the transfer of the tanks, 
firearms and aircraft that have killed millions of innocent civilians and fueled conflicts and atrocities in places like Syria and 
Sudan, 

The world is awash in these weapons, with the market estimated at $60 billion a year, Only the United States and 51 other 
governments have laws regulating arms brokers, and fewer than half of those penalize violators, That guarantees easy access 
for unscrupulous regimes, militants and criminals, 

To be effective, any treaty should be legally binding and cover a broad range of weapons, including ammunition, Governments 
should be required to regulate the sale and transfer of these weapons, perform risk assessments before authorizing a sale and 
track the use of the arms, Arms sales to any state under a United Nations arms embargo should be prohibited and also when 
there are concerns about human rights violations, war crimes and potential acts of genocide, 

The draft text made public on Tuesday contained obvious weaknesses, Ammunition was not subject to sufficiently tight 
controls; some weapons and munitions, like mortars, could be interpreted as not covered; the treaty only applied to 
commercial trading and excluded other transfers wh ich could be significant via international aid programs or as gifts, 

We are also concerned that the treaty could exempt existing contracts and thus allow Russia to continu e arming President 
Bashar ai-Assad of Syria, A new draft made public on Thursday seemed somewhat better, Negotiations are supposed to end on 
Friday, Proponents should keep pushing to make the treaty as strong as possible, 

Under conference rules, a single country can block final approval. As many as a dozen countries inclu ding Syria, North Korea 
and Iran - have hinted that they may do so; more significantly, Russia, a top arms supplier, has also sent ambiguous signals, 
If one of those countries does block consensus, the United States, Europe and other advocates should bring the treaty to the 
United Nations General Assembly where passage only requires a two-thirds vote, This treaty is too important to be held 
hostage to one vote, 

A version of this editorial appeared in print on July 27, 2012, on page A22 of the New York edition with the headline: An Arms Treaty Within Reach, 
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