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(U) Able Danger

From Iatellipedia
Youbave new messages (last change).

Able Danger was 5 classificd military planning effort led by the 175, Special Operations Command (S0COM) and the Defimse Tnielligence Ageney.
(IMA). Towas cronted a5 o resilt of a divective Trom the Joint Chiefs of Stafl in early October 1999 by Chairman of he Joint Chiefs of St Hugh Shelton,
1o develop an information operations campaign plan against fransnationat temarism,

It Devember 2006, a sivlcen-month investigation by the US Scante intelligence Committee conctuded "Able Danger did not identify Mohamed Atta or
any other 8411 hijacker at auy (ime prior 1o Seprember FH, 2001." and dismissed other assertions that have fucled %711 conspiracy theodes. The Senate
Indiciary Committee first altempled to investigate the matter for the Senate in September. 2005, The Mentagon "ordered five key witnesses riot 1o testify”,
acepeding {o Senate Judiciary Commitles Chaimnan Arlen Spocter. “That locks ta me asif it may be obstruction of the commiliee' s activities,” Specter,

R-Pennsylvanis, said ol 1 stamt of his vommilted’s lwatring inte-the unilf‘.m

Attomey Mak Zaid, representing {1 Colonel Anlrony Shafter and the diher four Able Danger employecs at the Senate ludiciay Commitiee henring in
Septembor 2005, pointed out w the Commiuee that his clients had been torbidden by the Pentagon to testify ta the Commidec. o slso discussad the'
Defense Imelligence Agency's decision 1o suspend 1.0 Cofonel Shaflers seeurity clearanee shontly after it became kaown that he had provided
information o the 9/11 Commission on Able 1Janger. "Based on yeurs of cxpcnmu. Yesn say cateporically that the hasis for the revocation wos

questionable atbest,F/ B

An investigation by lie Defense Pepaiment Inspéelor General's office (1G] in Seplentber 2006 conchided that "the evidence did a0t support assertions
that Able Dunger ideatified the September 14, 2001, wrronsts acarly a year before the anack, that Able Danger wam members were prohibited fiom
sharing tnfrmation with Faw enforcement. amlmmres. ar thir DoD efficials acted against LTC Shalter for his Jiselosurés regarding Able Dangor.”
However, some of the people guestioned by the 1G claimed their statements to the 1G were distorted by investigators in the final 1G's neport, and the repent
amived exsentinl information that they had-provided. L1 Col "lony Shaffer has claimed that the DL retadizted against him for. speaking out publicly

about the IG repor's distomions i

e Senate paned of investiputons snid there wasna evidence DoD lawyers sopped analysts from sharing fidings with the FBE before the atacks,
Anzlysts had created ehtarts that included picives of then-known Al Qaeda apesatives, bui neme inclading Atta. A fnllow-ap chinrt mads-afier thie witacks

id show Aliz. The Senate Commitiee said its findings were consistent with those of the Do) inspéctor general, released in September 2006, [ 19

St people have altoged repurding the events of 9711 that Pentagon ul!struulcd e Senrate Tudiciary Commiliee's investization and thal thers wis a
1M
COver-up.,
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Overview

The program used dufa mining techniques to associate open soures information with classified izformation in an attempt to mrake associations between
individual members ef terrorist growps as part of its original "jutelligence preparation of the batllespace The ol;-jectwe of this particular project was to
ascertain whether the date mining. techniques and open swurce material were effective tools in determining terrorist activides, and if the vesultant data

contd be used to ereate oporational plans that could be exeeted in & timely fashion to intorrupr, capture and/or dostroy terrotists or their eolfs, B0

According to statements by L. Col. Antkony Shaffer and those of fonr others, Able Danger had identified 2 of 3 Al Qaeda celis active in the %/11 attacks;
the 'Brooklyn celi” linked to Blind Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman, including September 11 attacks teader Mohamed Atta, and three of the 9/11 plot's other 13

ijackers, os possible members of on.al Qaeda cell tinked t the 1993 World Trade Center bombing,H%

This thietny was heavily investigated and researched by Republican Representstive Curt Weldon, vice chairman ofthe Elonse Avmed Services and Honse
Homeland Security committees. However, Defense Intelligence Ageocy leedership had already crdered the urried destruction of mined data, soumwe
datebasés, charts & resultant documents on eatirely spurious legal grounds. DIA. alse prevented key pergonsel from testifying 1o both the Senate Judiciary

& Senate Intelligence Committees, though after sumerous denials did admit the progrem's existence. !

In December 2006, an investigation by the US Senate Inteiligence Committee conefuded hat assertions coukd not be confirmed, It stated that they wens
unzble to find suppoting evidence regarding "one of the most distarbing claims about the Sept, 11 terrorist strikes.“1*] This report relensed by the Seuats

Trtelligence Committee popled, nearly verbatim, ihe United States Department of Defense Ingpector Gesaral's September 2006 report on Able Danger.

Assertion that Able Danger identified 9/11 hijackers

The existence of Able Danger, and its puiported early identification of the 9711 terorists, was first disclosed publicly on June 19, 2003, in an anticlel1?) by
Keith Phucas, a reporter for The Fimes Herald, a Nortistown, Pennsylvania, daily uewspayer. Eiglit days later, on June 27, 2605, Representative Cart
Weldon, vice chaiman ofthe Housé Anmed Services end House Homelsud-Security committees, and the principal source for the Phucas axticls gave.a
specfal orders speeeh on the House Aoor detailiag Able Danger:

Mr. Speaker, | riss beeause nformation has come to'my atiention over the past several months that is very disturbing, [ bave leaned that, in
foct, one of our Federat agencies had, in fact, ideatified the major New York cell of Mobamed Aten prior to $/E1; and [ have leamed, Mer.
Spesker, thal in September 200, that Federal agency actually was prepared 10 bring the FBI iz acd prepared to work witk the FBI 1o take
down the.cell that Mohaned Atia was fuvelved in in New York City, along with two of the other tertorists, | have also leamed, Mr. Speaker,
that whes that recommendation was discussed within that Fedaral agency, the lawyers in the-administation at that time said, you cannot
pursue contact with e P11 against that call. Moliamed Atte is In the £1.5. on a green card, aod we are fearful ofthe falloat from the Waco

incident. So we did not allow that Foderal agency to procaed..['al

Rep. Weldon later seitesated these conceras during news conferences on February 14, 2006. He believed that Able Danger identified Mohamed Atta 13
separate times prioy to %/11 and that the unit alse identified a potential sitvation in Yemen two weeks prior to the Getober 12, 2000 atteck on the USS

Cole!'*] The Pentagon teleased a statement in response, stating that they wished to address these issues during 4 congressionat hescing before a House
Armed Services subcommities schedrted for Wednesday, February 13, 2006.

Able Danger and the 8/11 Commissien

-Cart Weldoy's assertion that Able Danger identified the 9/11 hijackers was picked up by the aational media ia August 2005, after it waz reported in-the

bimanthly Govermment Secavity Nesws % 1o addision 1o asserving dier Able Danger identified the 9/11 hijﬁckm;'hnd wus prevezted rom passing that
information onte the FBI, Weldon tiso alleged the intelligence conceming Able Danger was provided to the 9/11 Commission sud ignored:1' Two 9711
Commission members, Timothy J. Roemer and John F. Lebmaz, both claimed not to have receivod any information on Able Dangor, '

Fallowing the GSN weport, members of the 9711 Commissicn began commenting on the information they had on Able Danger and Atta. Lee H. Hamilton,
Tormer Vice Cheir of the %711 Commission, and Al Felzenberg, a former spokesman for the 9/1F Commission, (' buth denied fleat the 9711 Commission

had any information on the-identification of Mohamed Atta priar to the attacks.['®*] Hamilton told the media, “The Sept. [1 commisston did oot leam of
any {1.5. government knowledge prior to %11 of surveillance of vinhamed Atta or of his cell.... Had we leamad of il obviously it would've been & major

focus of our investigation,* [*1

Gn Aupust 12, 2005, Hamilion and fooner 9711 Commission chalrman Thomas Kean jssued a statement in response 1o media inguiries about the
Commission's investigation of the Able Danger progmm.m} It stated the Commission liad been aware of the Able Danger program, and tequested and
obtained information about it fom the Department of Defense, but pore of the information provided bad iadicated the program had ideatified Adta or
othei 9/11 hijackers. They Hrtber stated that a claim about Atta having been identified prior to the attacks had been made to the %/11 Commission on July
12, 2004 {ust days before the Commission's 1eport was relensed), bya United States Navy officer emploved at DOD, but that

The iuterviewes had no documentaty evidence and seid he had only seen the document briefly some years earlier, He'could not desciibe what
information had led to this suppesed Ana identification. Nor conld the interviewee recall, when questioned, any details sbouf how he thought
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a tink ro Ata could have been made by this DO program in 2000 or sny time before 971 1. The Depariment of Defense doevments had
mentioned noding about Atte, nor bad anyene come forwand berveen September 2081 and July 2004 with any similar information. Weighing
this with the information about Atta's sctual activilies, the negligible information avaifable sbout Atta 1o other U S. goveminent agencies and
ihe German goverzment before 9/11, and the interviewer's assessmnent of the interviewee's knowledge and credibility, the Commission siolf

concluded that the officer’s nceoumt was nat sufficiently selisble to wamant revision of the report or further investigation. 1201

Congressman Curt Weldon issued a 1esponse to the 9/11 Commissionmj] clarifying the missior of Able Danger, expressing conceru over the stalements
made by varions members of the 9/11 Commission, and promising to push forwatd until it is underswood why the Dol) was-unable to pass the information
uncovered by Able Danger to the FBI, and why the 9/1 1 Commissics failed to follow upon fhe infarmation they were given on Able Danger.

The 911 Commission hias refeased. multiple statements over the past week, ezch of which haes sipnificantly changed ~ fom initially denying
evey being briefed to aclmowledging bemg briofed on both operntion ABLE DANGER sad Mebamed Ala. The information was ontitted:
primarily because thay found itto be suspect despite having been beiefed on it twa fimes by two different military officers on active duty.
Additionally, the 9/11 Commission #lso received documents fromithe Department of Defense on ABLE DANGER. 12!l

Congressman. Weldon reiterated these statements in testimony before the Senate Judiciary Comrmiitce on September 21, 2005 23

Able Danger data destreyed

T hiz book Countdown to Fervor, Weldon nsseried that an Able Danger chun produced in 1999 identifying 9/11 hijackers Mobumed A, Marwun
ai-Shehihi, Khalid al-Mihdhar and Nawaf 8]-Hazmi had been presemted to then-Deputy National Security Advisor Jim Steinberg, Weldon went on to claim

that he had personatly presensed the chort to then-Dsputy National Seeutity Advisor Stephen Hadley in 2001, days aftes-the 9111 attacks. P

He Iater stated that he was 1o longer sure that Atte's name sppeared on that document. 124

Congressmen Poter Hoekstra, who was thien chaiman of the Hotse Imejiigence. Committes, mvestigated the matter at Weldon's request, was reported (o
have oauticred against "hyperventitaling™ bofore the completion of a “thorough' probe. Peatagon officials sald thoy wore tnmvere that any Able Danger

material named Atta. They declined 1o comment o the reposts as they wotked to clarify the matter, )

On August 14, 2005, Mike Kelly, a columnist for The (Bergen) Record (New Jersey), deseribed a teleplone interview, arrsnged by the stafl of Rep. Curl
Weldon, with a man who identified himself as a mentber-of the Able Danger team, bt asked thet his name nos besevealed. In the interview, the man
claimed kis team had ideutified Moharned Atta and three other $/11 hifackers as Likely Al-Queda tesrorists operating in the Usited States, but were
prevented from passing this information on 10 the FBI by govermment lawyess. He also claimed he was ignored by the 9/L1 Commission’s stafl when hs

approached fhem on two secosions to explain Able Danger's work, 5!

On September 15, 2005, Weldon asserted that he bad identified sn employee who had been ordersd to destioy fhe 2.5 terabyres (TR) of data collected by
Able Danger two years befare the 9/11 sttack, 2]

Weldou changes his stery

A Time magazipe article dated August 14, 2005, vepors tliat'WeIdm-adm_iﬂed he is no longer sure that Atta’s name was on the chiart he presented to
Hadley and that he was unable 10 verify whether-this was the case, having handed over his ozly copy, and that a reconstuction was used for post-9/11

presentations. ') Weldon gave 2 talk st the Heritage Foundation with a chart he described as the one handed over on May 23, 2002, However, a week
fater he raferred reporters to a recently reconstructed version of the chart in his office where, amoug dozens of names and photos of terrotists from.arcund
the wostd, there wes a color mug shot of Mohammad A, cireled in black marker.

Comments by members of the Able Danger téam

Lt Cal. Anthany Shaffer

Afer Weldou's assertions were digguied, Lt Col. Anthony Shaffer, n member of the Able Danger tenm, identified himself a5 Weldon's source. Shaffer
claimed that he alerted the FBT in Septomber 2000 sbout the information wncovered by the sectet military unit *Able Danger,” but he altepes three
meetings he set up with bureau officials were Blocked by military lawyers. Shaffer, who at the time worked for the Defense Intelligence Agency. claims
he communicated to members of the 9/k] Commission that Able Danger had tdentified two of the thres cells responsible for 9/1] prior to the attacks, but

the Commission did not includs this information in their final yeport. (2]

Shafler specifically states that in Jan 2000, Able Danger data-mining reveaied the existence ofa ‘Brooklys' Al-Queds cell connected to the "Blind Sheik*
Omar Abdel-Raliman; a3 well as two other cells oversess. Shaffer & Milpott examined this chart of Al Qaeda suspested operatives, containing names &

photos, and Phifpott pointed out one particular sinister 2ad "seary looking dude® -- Mobamaed Ana, [

Shaffer's lawyar, Mark Zaid, bas revealed fhat Shaffer had been placed on paid adminiswative leave for what hé catled "petty and Fivolous” reasons and

hed his security clearance suspended in March 2004, following a dispute over travel mileage expenses and-persoual use of & work celt phone %% These
allegations are claimed to have beea pussued in bad faith & breach of process, in relatina for Shaffer tatking to the 9/11 Commission. Anny. investigntions
subseguently found Hese tobs ill-grounded, and clesred his promotion.
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As Lt. Cot, Shaffes received a memorandum of OPCON status fiom Joint Task Force (FIF) 121, confinming his attachment to this element ) November
drough I December 2004, and paticipatiug in the 75th Rasger Regiment's nighttime air assanlt of 11 Moveniber 2003, the controversy of his wearing the
75th Renger Reégiment patch as his "vombat patch" is closed in his faver, In the Anmy Reserve, LiCol Shaffer is now assigned as dhe G6 of the 94th
Division (Prov), Fr. Lee, VA,

Congressman Welden asked for a sew probe into the activities undertsken to silence 1t, Col Shaffer from publicly commenting on Able Danger and Able
Danger's identification of the 9/1 1 hijackers, Weldon called the aciivities “a deliberate campaign of character nssossinntion.” (31

Shaffer has slso told the stoty of Cenwal Tntelligence Agency {CTA) oppasition 1o Able Danger, prior to 9/11, based on the view Able Danger was
encroaching on CIA wirfl According fo Shaffer, the C1A representative said, “I clearly understand. We're going after the leadership. You guys are going
after the body. But, it doess’t matter, The bottem line is, CIA will never give you the best information from "Alex Base" oranywhers else, CIA wilt never

_ovids that fo you becruse if you were successfil in your effor to target Al Qeeda, you will sieaf cur-thunder. Therefore, we will not support this P2

Navy Captain Scott Phillpott

Capt. Scatt Phillpow coutivmed Shaffer's claims. ' will aor discuss. thiz outside of my chain of command,™ Phillpott said in a statement to Fox News. "1
have briefed the Depattmont of the Army, the Special Oporatioas Commard sad tho office of (Undersecretary of Defonso for Intelligence) Dr. Cambone

as.well as the 9/11 Commission, 1331 My story has temained consistent. Atta was identified by Able Dinger in January/February 2000, e was quoted as
ingz. (39
saying.

James D, Smith

Shaffar's elaims were also confirmed by James D. Smith, g civilian contractor who worked on Able Daoger. In an interview with Fox News, Smith
reponied that the project bad involved analysis of data from & largo aumber of public sources and 20 1o 3¢ individuals. %

Smith stated that Atta's name had smerped during an examination of individoals known te have ties to Qo Abdel Rahman, a Teading figure in e first
World Trade Center bombing,

Major Eric Xleinsmith

Majee Exic Kleinsmith, who was with the Army and chief of intelligence for LTWA uatil Febromy 200, testified thnt he was ordered to.destioy Able
Danger's infonnation, "1 deleted the data, he seid. *These were two sets, classified and unclessified, asd also an ‘all souts Template: Sinale doubls which
contained & blead of the two, "plus charts we'd produced,” Kleinsmith delered the 2.5 temabytes of data in May and Jane, 2000, oo orders of Toay Geatry,

genenal counsel of the Army Intelligence and Security Comamand 6!
Other witnesses

The Defense Depanenent anucunced its Bndings en Septewber 1, 2005, after o three-wesk investigation into Able Dangsr. The statement announced the
discovery of thres other witnésses in addition 1o Shaffer and Phllipmt who contitm Able Danger had. prodnced a chart that "sither mentioned Atta by

neme 35 an al-Qaeda operative [and/or] showed his photograph.” Four of the five witnesses remember the photo on the chart. The #itth remembers only
Arta being cited by name. The Pentagon describes the witnesses as "¢redible” but stated that the document which allegedly mentioned Atta could aot be

fand BTIEH
The wall

Yormer vhiel assistant U5, sttomey Andrew MeCarthy and others have asseried hat the Able Danger intelligence was suppressad as 4 resull of a policy

of forbidding the CIA and FBI 1o share intellipence kuown as “ihe wall."% During the 9/11 Commission hearings. then-Attomey General John Asheroft
testified the wall was strangthened under the Clinton administration by Jamie Gorelick to prohibit sharing of terrorist intelligence within the federal

gwemmem.['m}-
This assertion was disptted by Sormer senntor Slade Gorton (R-WA), a member of the 9-11 Commission, who-said, "aothing Jamie Gorelick wrote had
the glightest impaet on the Department of Defense or its willingaess or abifity to share intelligence information with other intelligence agencies." Goron

also asserted that “the wall” was & long-standing policy that bad rssulted from the Cherch Committiee ins the 19705, and tsat the polisy caly prohibits
wansfer-of certain information from proscewtors to the intolligencs services and never prokibited information flowing in the opposite dirsction.

Skepticism
Two Attas theory
Mickey Kaus of §late.com, refeming to Tom Maguire's "Two Attas” theory,ml specilates that “the "Atte’ fingered by Alle Danger wus veally the first,

'Abu Midal' Atta, and not the second, 9/11 Al Qaedn' Atts," and that this may lielp explain this Able Danger issue 12 Snopes.com clarified a widsly
cirenlated email that claimed the two Atta's were one and the same. 8%

Another variation of the Twa Attas theary reported by Kaus aotes that Omar Abdel Rahman alse had an sssociate with the name Mohesned El-Amit (3
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namne sometimes used by Atla) who was not the Mohamed Atta involved in the 9/11 hijueking.

However, Shatéer clarified that, Hle told 9/1] Commission staffers Able Danger identified thyee of the. individuals in the tewvorist cells that cmducled the.
9/11 mitacks, 1o include Atin - Shaffer did not mention the names of any: other of the /11 hijeckers in his discloswe tn the 9711 staft. A fourch 9/13

terrorist come from the second csll, B9 Eric Umansly states the problem this way; "In fass, the two-Atts theory only teaves oue major issue unexpleined:
What abaut the three other %/11 hijackers that Able Danger puportediy ingeeds[F1ion nesded].

Broeckers/Hauss desetibed in their last Gemman bookt 48] the existence of two Attas, two Jarahs, B oo Hasjours and a-Shehhis,

The Departmient of Defense released a report addressing the issue of two passfble individuals with tls Jast name of Atta and explaining thet it was
basically o clerical emor. .

When we reviewed INS records, they appeared to reflect two mu_'ies by Aita into the United States on January 10, 2001, which initially raised
4 question a5 o whether Atz had entesed twice on the same day or whether a-sscond person posiog as Atis also eatered on January 10, 2001,
The NIIS printout for the first entry reflects that Atta entered with an sdmission period of January 10, 2001, to September 8, 206] {admission
number §365398570%). The socond record refiects a-second eniry on January 10, 2001, with an admission period from Jenuary £0, 2001, 1o
Tuly 9,208) (admission number 10847166009). Howevar, this occusred becanse the inspector 4t the Miami District Office who changed
Atta's admission date failed to follow the proper procedure to ensuse that the previous entry would be corvected, and 2 new entry was created
in NIIS. The inspector sentibe ald1-94 and the cotrected [-94 to the contractor which data enters 1-94s for the INS. The May. 2, 2001,
transaction With Atta was data eutered and thea uplnaded to NHS:as (fit were a new entry by Atta. This happened because the itspector
fssed 2 new 194 with anew admission numbsr on it, To prevent’twe entries from occusring in NIIS, fhe Inspector should have crossed out

the admission number on the new 194, made a reforenca to the previous admission number and noted that it was not a new enu}'.[‘n

Itshowld be noted thul 3G report is dispuied by L1, Col, Shaffer and ulhe:r Able Danger team members, some of whom were never inlerviewed Ly the 1G's
offict nor the 9711 commission. Congrossman Weldon also claims the report was a hurricd, batched up mvcmgnuon that was intcaded to close the books
on the subject rather than report o the facts!

For example this lead was never fotlowed: “Normen Pentoline, operalions maneger nt the Hollywood store, said two cashiers told FBE agents they might
have recognized Ata, but weren't certain. Sovrces inside the store srid Atta may have held a BI's membesship card for more than two years." (%%}

Timing

Kevin Do, wiriting for The Washington Monthiy notes that reposts of the peecise date atwhich the infommation was aliegedly passed tothe FBI vary
considerably. Teis mast unlikely that Able Danger would bave identified a terrorist called "Mohamed Atia" bafore May 2000,

Siace 9/11, of course, we have yetrieved every scrap of information ever known about Mokamed Atta, so we know what information would
have been available to tha Able Danger dain mining operation. And what we know i that Mohamed Atin sent his [trsl email to fierds in the
U8, in March 2000 snd mceived bis fist .8, visa on May 18, 2000, Moreover, that was the first ime he had ever gone by the name
*Moliamed Awa,* His fall name is *“Mehamed Mohamed el-Amir: Awad ol-Sayed Aun,* and prior to 2000 he went by "Mohamed el-Amir."

Documentation

Although the Able Danger computer records were erased, to date, no electronic or papor document has showed that any conncefion was made o Atie
before 9411, No eeails to or Bom fhe Able Danger team make any relerences to Atla, aor do any paper documents between (he teumt qud way other DoD
‘teams or offives, No notes taken at any pre 9711 meetings berween the Do) and FBI, or interoffice Dol meetings, show any meation of A%a o a terrorist.
cell in New York,

Congressional hearings

Seaata Judiciary Committee Chainnan Atlen Specter held a hearing on September 21, 2005, logking into the facts about Able Dinger. However, Lt. Col

Shatfer and the other four members of Able Danger were ordered not 1 testify by the Deparment of Defense, 159 senasor Specter decided to go forward
with the hearings anyway.

Senatar Specter wondured if the Posse Comitatus Act may have been the reason Defense Department atiomeys would net aliow Abfe Blanger o turn over-
information fothe FB, The Posse Comiitatus Act prevents the military from baing engaged in law enforcement activities, including gathering information
on U.5. pexsons, despite the afiens were not specifically United States cltizens. Speaking op behalf of Lt. Col Shaffer, attomay Mark Zald testifled *Those

within Abjo Danger were confident they weren't compiling information on US persons. They were potentially people connectod to US persons,"11]
Zaid aiso strongly assertad on behalf of his clients, '

“Let me emphasize two specific items for elarification purposes becanse they liave been distorted and invited undue criticism from some, At
ne tims did Able Danger identify Mohamed Atin as being physically present fu e United Stakes, No informatioa obtained a1 fhe fime would
have led anyote to belisve criminal activity fiad taken place er that any specific tervorist activities were being planned. Again, the-
identification of the four 9/11 hijackers was simply through associational activities. Those associations could have been completely

ihnocuous 0;1 sefarious. It was impossible to tef] which, snd the unelassified work of Able Danger was oot dmgned W add.tess that

gusstion. 3
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He further added that

"wafortunalely. we are ot aware of the confineing exislence ofany chat contzining Mohamed Ate’s neme or photogeuph. The copies thal
would have boen in the possessian of the LS. Army were apparently destroyed by March 2041, The copies within Lt Col Shaffer's files were.
destroved by the D1A in approximately Spring 2004. The destruction of these {ilés is an important element o this siory and | encourage the
Committee o investigate it frther. It would appear, partioutarly given the Defense Depadiment's ovtight retusal to allow those invobved with
Able Danger 1o testify today, that an obsirectionist attimde exists, The question for this Committes is to investigate how far hat position

exterds-and why,"m’

Fommer Army Major Exik Kleinsmiikt, lonner head of the Pentugon's Land Warfare Analysis Depuriment, teslified at the hearing that he bad been
instiucted to destroy datn and doctunents related to Able Danger in May.and June 2000. When zsked whether the informaticn could bave preveated the
attack on'September 11 of 2001, hie answered that he would sot specuiate to that, but fhat the information might have been useful, (]

Subsequent investigations

On Febrvary b4, 2086, Conpressmen Curt Weldon charged that contrary totestimeny, not all the data on Able Danger had been destroyed. Weldon
claimed to be in eontact with.people in the govemment stili able to do data-mining who got 13 hits on Mobamed Atta. Weldon also claimed that Able-
Danger informalion was found-in Pentagon files 25 recently a5 two weeks prior to his statemnent and that a general was present when the files were taken

fiom the eabiner B4 The next day, tiere was 2 joint commiuee meeting with e Subcomtnittes an Temorism, Unconventional Threats and Capaﬁﬂi't_'ies
and tie Subcommitioe. on Strategic Forees, to discuss the Able Danger progran, P!

O September 21, 2006, The Washington Post reported tat a Defense Depariment investigation intd Able Deanger found that Able Banger did not identify
Mohamed Ana or any other hijacker betore dhe September 11 attacks, and thet a widely discussed chart was “a sample document passed to the military as
an example of ow 10 osganize large arounts of data,” and was created after /11,

Inspector General's report

On September 18, 2006, the Office ofthe Deputy Inspector Genersl for Investigations released a teport stating that Shaffer was put on leavs, that the crewy-
responsibie for semoving any classified documents from his-office to prevent his taking them hopie with kim found that he did nothava any of the Able

Danger-related docements irusted to him ke cizimed he hind, ¥ and that despite the fact thaf the Army cleaved him of any wrongdoing in the allegations
“IHA officials would have 1aken action to revoke LTC Shaffer's access and clearance repmdiess of his diselosures to the DIA 1G, the 9711 Commission:

staff pembeys, Members of Congress, or the media, 73
The Department of Defense inveéstigation concluded:

n The anti-terrorisl program, Able Danger, did nol identify Moliumed Atta or any other 9/11 lerrorists before the 9711 attnck.

» Able Daager members were not prohibited from sharing intelligence information with law enforcement anthorities or other agencies that could have
acted on that information. In fact, Able Danger prodiiced no actionsble inteltigence information,

» The destruction of Able Dagger docomentation ot LIWA and Gartand was appropriate and complied with applicable DoD regulations.

n The Able Danger program was not tenminated prematuiely, it concluded after it had achieved irs objective and its work products were nsed in

foltow-on_ intelligence gathering effixts at USS0COM," 198}
Evidence of IG coveraup

Five witmesses who kad wodked oz Able Danger and had been guestioned by the Defénse Department's Inspector Gegeral later told investigative
joumalists that their statements to the [G were digtorted by investigatoss in the final 3G's rapoft, or the report amitied essential information that they had
provided. The sileged distorttons of the IG repor centersd zround excluding any evidence thet Able Danger kad identified and tracked Atta years before
9/11. The witnesses rcportcd to'the joumnalists that the 16 investigators pot increasingly hostile in an cffort to intimidate the witnesses into changing theis
testimony to dyvep any assertion that they had identified and tracked Ana, and this suggests a cover-up by the 1G of Able Danger's Endings. Wimesses
reported telling Philip Zelikow, executive director of the 9/11 Commission, that Able Danger had identified Atta well before the 9/11 attacks, but Zelikow
showed mo intersst in their testimony. Lt Col Tony Shaffer also reparted that the DO has wetatiated against him for speaking out publ:cly about the 1G

repores distortions. 14l
Movie

The independent film, Able Darger was reteased in 2008, The sereonplay written by Paul Kiik centers around n Brooklyn, New York cottee shop awner
who receives a disk proving a tie between the CIA and the 9/11 atiscks. "%

Book

With a scheduled refcass of August 31, 2010, Operation Dark Hemt, by Anthony A, Shaffer, includes mentories af his time reporting te the 9/11
comvaission about Able Dasger's findings. The 10,000 copies of the books have nol been teleased et The DOTYs Defense Iniefligance Agenuy reviewers

identified more than 200 passages suspected of conisiniag classified information. 5% "Specifically, the DIA wanted references to 2 meeting berween Lt.
Col. Tony Shaffor, the book's mithos, and the executive director of the 9/11 Commission, Philip Zelikow, removed”.1®' 1 DOD took the highly unusuct step
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of putchasing all availabile copies of Shaffer’s book ot n cost of $47,000 dnd destroying them to deny the public the ability to reud the book U}

See also

* 9711 commission report
= Criticisms of the 9/11 Commission Report:
& September 11, 2001 attacky

» Bin Laden Jzgue Smtion (The CIA's bin Laden teacking unit, 1996-2005}

= War games in progress on September [1, 2001
a Collupse ol ths World Trade Center
« 911 conspituey theories
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