Reply to attn. of:

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Headquarters
Washington, DC 20546-0001

July 13, 2020

Office of Communications

John Greenewald
27305 W Live Oak Rd.
Suite 1203

Castaic CA 91384

Re: FOIA Tracking Number 20-HQ-F-00617
Dear Mr. Greenewald:

This is our final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), dated June 24, 2020, and received in this
office on June 25, 2020. You seek:

In the January 10, 2017, Congressional record, it was printed.:

"4 $1 million NASA project is preparing the world's religions for the possible
discovery of extraterrestrial live forms..."

This can be seen here, in full:
https://www.congress.gov/crec/2017/01/10/modified/CREC-2017-01-10-pt1-PgS187-
2.htm

1 respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of the following: A
copy of all documents relating to this project, as referenced in the Congressional
record. I ask for all contracts, grant papers, reports, deliverables, etc. that were
generated for this project referenced.

In response to your request we conducted a search of the 2016-2017 grant file pertaining to
the Center for Theological Inquiry (CTI) within NASA’s Science Mission Directorate (SMD).
That search identified records responsive to your request. During our search, it was
determined that most records responsive to your request were released in a previous FOIA
request, under tracking number 16-HQ-F-00616. We are providing those records to you, in
addition to subsequently created records. We reviewed the responsive records under the
FOIA to determine whether they may be disclosed to you. Based on that review, this office is
providing the following:

29  page(s) are released in full (RIF);!

! All page counts are approximate numbers.



2 page(s) are released in part (RIP);
14 page(s) are withheld in full (WIF);

NASA redacted from the enclosed documents certain information pursuant to the following
FOIA exemption:

Exemption 3, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(3)

Exemption 3 concerns matters that are “specifically exempted from disclosure by statute if
that statute (i) requires that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to
leave no discretion on the issue; or (ii) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers
to particular types of matters to be withheld.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(3). Pursuant to 41 U.S.C. §
253b(m)(1), NASA withholds contractor proposals, submitted in response to a solicitation,
that were not set forth or incorporated by reference into the contract. NASA has withheld
CTI’s proposal in full, and withheld two quotations of this proposal subsequently made by
CTL

Fees

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request.
In this instance, because the cost is below the $50 minimum, there is no charge.

Appeal

You have the right to appeal my action regarding your request. Your appeal must be received
within 90 days of the date of this response. Please send your appeal to:

Administrator
NASA Headquarters
Executive Secretariat

ATTN: FOIA Appeals
MS 9R17
300 E Street S.W.
Washington, DC 2054

Both the envelope and letter of appeal should be clearly marked, “Appeal under the Freedom
of Information Act.” You must also include a copy of your initial request, the adverse
determination, and any other correspondence with the FOIA office. In order to expedite the
appellate process and ensure full consideration of your appeal, your appeal should contain a
brief statement of the reasons you believe this initial determination should be reversed.
Additional information on submitting an appeal is set forth in the NASA FOIA regulations at
14 C.F.R. § 1206.700.

Assistance and Dispute Resolution Services



If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at Stephen.g.rowe@nasa.gov. For
further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request you may contact:

Stephanie Fox
Chief FOIA Public Liaison
Freedom of Information Act Office
NASA Headquarters
300 E Street, SSW., 5P32
Washington D.C. 20546
Phone: 202-358-1553
Email: Stephanie.K.Fox@nasa.gov

Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the
National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services
it offers. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College
Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at
1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

Important. Please note that contacting any agency official including myself, NASA’s Chief
FOIA Public Liaison, and/or OGIS is not an alternative to filing an administrative appeal and

does not stop the 90 day appeal clock.

Sincerely,
& L‘e/ﬂée/( Kowe

Stephen Rowe
FOIA Public Liaison


mailto:Stephanie.K.Fox@nasa.gov
mailto:Stephanie.K.Fox@nasa.gov

This document is made available through the declassification efforts
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of:

The@BIaCioVatlt

The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world. The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com


http://www.theblackvault.com

Title of Grant / Cooperative Agreement: Astrobiofogy, Re]igion, and Society

Type of Report: Summary of Research

Name of Principal Investigator: William Storrar

Period Covered by Report: July 1, 2015- June 30, 2017

Name and Address of recipient’s institution: Center of Theological Inquiry, 50 Stockton Street, Princeton, NJ 08540-6813
NASA Grant / Cooperative Agreement Number: NNX14AR81G

Reference 14 CFR § 1260.28 Patent Rights (abbreviated below)

The Recipient shall include a list of any Subject Inventions required to be disclosed during the preceding year in the performance
report, technical report, or renewal proposal. A complete list (or a negative statement) for the entire award period shall be included in
the summary of research.

Subject inventions include any new process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, including software, and improvements to,
or new applications of, existing processes, machines, manufactures, and compositions of matter, including software.

Have any Subject Inventions / New Technology Items resulted No @ Vi O
from work performed under this Grant / Cooperative Agreement?

If yes a complete listing should be provided here:
Details can be provided in the body of the Summary of Research
report.

Reference 14 CFR § 1260.27 Equipment and Other Property (abbreviated below)

A Final Inventory Report of Federally Owned Property, including equipment where title was taken by the Government, will be submitted
by the Recipient no later than 60 days after the expiration date of the grant. Negative responses for Final Inventory Reports are
required.

Is there any Federally Owned Property, either Government No @ s O
Furnished or Grantee Acquired, in the custody of the Recipient?

If yes please attach a complete listing including information as set
forth at § 1260.134(f)(1).

Attach the Summary of Research text behind this cover sheet.

Reference 14 CFR § 1260.22 Technical publications and reports (December 2003)
Reports shall be in the English language, informal in nature, and ordinarily not exceed three pages (not counting bibliographies,
abstracts, and lists of other media).

A Summary of Research (or Educational Activity Report in the case of Education Grants) is due within 90 days after the expiration date
of the grant, regardless of whether or not support is continued under another grant. This report shall be a comprehensive summary of
significant accomplishments during the duration of the grant.



Title of Grant: ASTROBIOLOGY, RELIGION, AND SOCIETY: A SYMPOSIUM SERIES
TO SUPPORT RESEARCH ON THE SOCIETAL IMPLICATIONS OF ASTROBIOLOGY

Type of report: Summary of Research
Principal Investigator: Dr. William Storrar

Recipient Institution:

Center of Theological Inquiry
50 Stockton St.”

Princeton, NJ 08540

Grant number: NNX14AR81G

A. Significant Accomplishments during the duration of the grant

(1) Creating a New Cohort of Scholars in the "Astrobiological Humanities"

As stated in its grant proposal, EE
—

In the two years of the project, CTI
has successfully engaged in the transmission of this scientific knowledge to an
international team of Humanities scholars in theology, ethics, philosophy, anthropology,
and literature through a residential symposium series in Princeton, New Jersey. These
scholars in turn have conducted a rigorous interdisciplinary dialogue across the relevant
sciences and humanities. The result is that 25 senior scholars and 15 young scholars in
the Humanities have been in residence at the Center in a sustained conversation with
visiting astrobiologists on the implications of their work for society and humanity's future.
The most significant achievement of the grant in support of this symposium series is
therefore the creation of a cohort of 40 prominent and promising scholars in the
Humanities who have now worked at the highest level on the societal and humanistic
implications of the current science in the multi-disciplinary field of astrobiology. They
have eschewed speculation about extraterrestrial civilizations for the demanding
interdisciplinary exercise of understanding the latest research on the potential of the
universe to harbor life beyond Earth. They have been among the pioneers of what we
may how rightly call the new interdisciplinary field of the astrobiological humanities.

(2) Attracting Additional Funding of $1.7 million for the Symposium Series

The NASA grant of $1.1 million funded 6 fellowships per year at CTI for two years in
2015-16 and 2016-17. NASA core funding for this project attracted additional support in
a grant of $1.7 million from the John Templeton Foundation, funding a further 6 resident
fellowships per year for two years, and an additional non-resident fellowship in the
second year, 2016-17. Therefore, the NASA grant to CTI recruited not the 12 research
scholars promised, but a total of 25 scholars in the symposium series, 2015-17.



(3) Engaging with Leading Astrobiologist and Scholars in the Humanities

The resident fellows in the symposium series enjoyed regular presentations on the
science of astrobiology and its societal and humanistic implications from leading
scientists and scholars in the Humanities, including: David Grinspoon, planetary
scientist and inaugural holder of the Baruch S. Blumberg NASA Library of Congress
Chair in Astrobiology at the Library of Congress; Frank Rosenzweig, biologist, Georgia
Institute of Technology; Sara Walker, physicist, Arizona State University; Ed Turner,
astrophysicist, Princeton University; Michael Hecht, chemist, Princeton University;
Adam Frank, physicist and astronomer, University of Rochester; Eric Smith, physicist,
Georgia Institute of Technology; Caleb Scharf, astrobiologist, Columbia University;
Nicolaas Rupke, historian of science, Washington and Lee University; David Fergusson,
theologian and member of the British Academy, University of Edinburgh; Andrea
Hairston, dramatist and Africanist, Smith College; Seth Perry, religion scholar, Princeton
University; Frederick Ware, theologian, Howard University; William Barry, Chief
Historian, NASA; Carl Pilcher, former director, NAS A Astrobiology Institute; Catharine
Conley, Planetary Protection Officer, NASA.

(4) Cultivating Emerging Scholars in the Astrobiological Humanities

Two Young Scholar Workshops were held in conjunction with this grant, in June of 2016
and June of 2017. In both cases the workshops were led by CTl members Frederick
Simmons and Lucas Mix. By way of illustration, participating in the June 2017 workshop
were an international group of 11 doctoral and postdoctoral scholars in various fields,
including cognitive science, philosophy of science, technology studies, philosophy of
religion, and theology. The workshop was judged a resounding success by the
participants, as a diverse group of emerging scholars in various fields reflected on how
the new science of astrobiology impacted research in their given fields. In particular, the
gender balance of the workshop was noted as one of its strengths, with 6 women and 5
men, as well as the international range of students, including participants from Uganda,
Finland, the United Kingdom, and Germany, as well the United States and Canada.

5. Dissemination of Research

This report marks the conclusion of the second year of a two-year project. The scholars
who participated in Year 1 did an exemplary job preparing the way for the second year
of the project, above all by refining the questions we should ask regarding astrobiology
and society. The 2016-2017 CTI Fellows, who come from variety of disciplinary
backgrounds (philosophy, anthropology, literature, ethics, and theology) have built on
the work of the first year and undertaken groundbreaking research on the societal
implications of astrobiology. As was presented in the concluding Spring Symposium, the
2016-2017 research team has focused on three primary areas of research: planetary
protection and questions of value, scientific knowledge and cultural understanding, and
theological appraisals of scientific discoveries.



The results of this Inquiry continue to be disseminated widely through the CTI Blog
(blog.ctinquiry.org) and through CTI’s Fresh Thinking Podcast, which has featured
conversations this year with NASA Chief Historian William Barry, dramatist Andrea
Hairston, physicist Eric Smith, theologian Andrew Davison, and astrobiologist Carl
Pilcher, among others. The podcast was created in October 2015; as of September
2017, it has been listened to over 4,300 times.

Philosopher Susan Schneider organized a panel on Astrobiology and Society with
Adam Frank (Professor of Physics and Astronomy, Univ. of Rochester) at the April 2017
meeting of the American Philosophical Association in Seattle, WA.

Biblical scholar William Brown has recently published a book based in his CTl research
titled A Handbook to Oid Testament Exegesis (Westminster/John Knox Press, 2017).
This book on interpreting ancient texts draws on his CTI study of astrobiological themes
in the Book of Job.

Evolutionary biologist Lucas Mix led a panel titled "What's It All About? Social and
Conceptual Issues in Astrobiology” at the Astrobiology Science Conference, Mesa, AZ,
April 2017.

Theologian and philosopher Olli-Pekka Vainio has published three articles online on the
topic of astrobiology in his hative Finland:

hitps ://www.areiopagi.fi/2017 /04/reformaattorit-epailivat-ja-edistivat-
aurinkokeskistamaailmankuvaa/

hitps ://www.areiopagi.fi/2017/01 kardinaali-cusanuksen-kumma-kosmos/

hitps ://www.areiopagi.fi/2016/11/oisiko-jumala-multiversumin/

The Inquiry on the Societal Implications of Astrobiology received attention recently in
the Guardian, resulting in increased traffic on the CTI website:

https .//www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017 /apr/26/discovery-of-alien-life-
religionwill-survive

Many CTI members in both years plan to incorporate their immersion in astrobiology
into their teaching at their home institutions, e.g. Ulrike Auga’s course at the Humboldt
University in Berlin. Others have proposed and held panels on astrobiology and society
at various scholarly conferences, including the American Academy of Religion (CTI pre-
meeting, November 2017).

As CTI Outreach Officer, Joshua Mauldin hosted a podcast conversation with two
participants in the 2017 Young Scholar Workshop— Joanna Leidenhag (doctoral student
in theology at University of Edinburgh) and Sarah Reynolds (doctoral student in the
history and philosophy of science at Indiana University), along with Lucas Mix, CTI



Member and co-leader of the workshop. Listen to the podcast here:
https.//soundcloud.com/8ltxez6g7ygg/emerging-scholars-workshop-1

The Concluding Conference of the Inquiry on the Societal Implications of Astrobiology,
2015-2017, was held at St George's House, Windsor, UK, June 28-July 1, 2017. It
considered the impact of both astrobiology and digital media on our understanding and
experience of nature and human nature. The event brought together scientists and
scholars in astrobiology and society, including biologist Frank Rosenzweig (Georgia
Institute of Technology) theologian Douglas Ottati (Davidson College), anthropologist
Timothy Jenkins (University of Cambridge), theologian Andrew Davison (University of
Cambridge) ethicist Frederick Simmons (Center of Theological Inquiry), theologian
Peter Scott (University of Manchester), astronomer Amaury Triaud (University of
Cambridge), Richard Cheetham (theologian and Bishop of Kingston), philosopher of
religion Willem Drees (Tilburg University), physicist Tom McLeish (Durham University),
and theologian Ola Sigurdson (University of Gothenburg). Also joining the conversation
were media professionals Krista Tippett (Host/Executive Producer, Krista Tippett Public
Productions), Andrew Brown (Leader Writer, the Guardian) and Catherine Pepinster
(former editor of the Tablet), along with digital media experts lan Dodgeon (Wellcome
Foundation), Jane Gregory (freelance science education consultant), Francesca De
Chiara (digital studies researcher, Bruno Kessler Foundation, Trento, ltaly), and Beth
Singler (research fellow, Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, Cambridge).

Recent Publications from the Inquiry on Astrobiology. Religion, and Society

William Brown, "Knowing Creation in the Light of Job and Astrobiology.” Thomas H.
McCall and Andrew B. Torrance (ed.), Knowing Creation: Perspectives from Theology,
Philosophy, and Science (Grand Rapids: ZondervanAcademic, 2018).
http:/AMww.zondervan.com/knowing-creation

Andrea Losch, (Ed.) What is Life? On Earth and Beyond (Cambridge University Press,
2017).

Gerald McKenny, Biotechnology, Human Nature and Christian Eihics. Peer-reviewed
monograph accepted and forthcoming from Cambridge University Press, 2017.

Lucas Mix, "Philosophy and Data in Astrobiology." International Journal of Astrobiology,
July 2017.

Lucas Mix (2016) Life-value narratives and the impact of astrobiology on Christian
ethics. Zygon 51(2):520-535.

Erik Persson, "The Axiological Basis of Planetary Protection," Lecture at Astrobiology
Science Conference, Meza, AZ, April 24, 2017; Persson gave a second lecture on April
25, titled "A Family Resemblance Definition of Life."














































































life, achieving a deeper understanding of life, the potential to engineer new life
forms adapted to live on other worlds, the broader implications of discovering life
beyond Earth, and envisioning the future of human life on Earth and in space.

By now, the astrobiology community has widely recognized the importance of
thinking about science in its cultural context. The next iteration of the astrobiology
roadmap - now called a science plan - forthcoming this year does not specifically
identify a need to address social, cultural, ethical, and theological issues relating to
the study of the origins of life and the search for evidence of extraterrestrial life
because the community has embraced this endeavor as part of its ongoing work.

Astrobiology is, and will remain, a productive means of stimulating and sustaining
scholarly and public dialogue on the intersections of science and culture.



	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_01
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_02
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_03
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_04
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_05
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_06
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_07
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_08
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_09
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_10
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_11
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_12
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_13
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_14
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_15
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_16
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_17
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_18
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_19
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_20
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_21
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_22
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_23
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_24
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_25
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_26
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_27
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_28
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_29
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_30
	20-HQ-F-00617 Records_Page_31



