Reply to attn. of:

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Headquarters
Washington, DC 20546-0001

July 27,2021

Office of Communications

John Greenewald, Jr.
27305 W. Live Oak Rd.
Suite #1203

Castaic, Ca. 91384
john@greenewald.com

Re: FOIA Tracking Number 21-HQ-F-00500
Dear Mr. Greenewald:

This letter responds your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), dated May 7, 2021, and received in this
office on June 4, 2021. Your request was assigned the above-referenced tracking number.
You seek the following:

a copy of records (which includes videos/photos), electronic or otherwise, of all
records pertaining to, and generated during the case of, Leslie KEAN, Plaintiff; v.
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION, Defendant, No.
CIV.A.03 2509 EGS. . .

... all records pertaining to that case, which includes, but is not limited to, the entire
relevant FOIA case files connected to the lawsuit, relevant FOIA processing notes,
emails, letters, memos, etc., that pertain to the FOIA cases and lawsuit.

In response to your request we initiated searches in NASA’s Office of General Counsel
(OGC) and the FOIA Office. With respect to the search in the FOIA Office, while processing
a prior FOIA request for similar records (19-HQ-F-00470), the FOIA office learned that the
FOIA case file connected to the subject FOIA lawsuit were destroyed pursuant to NASA’s
records retention schedule. Only one file still existed which included records NASA released
to the subject FOIA litigant’s attorney, and emails and statements related to the FOIA office’s
searches for records in response to the lawsuit. As such, for the portion of your request
seeking all relevant FOIA case files connected to the lawsuit, we located the case file for 19-



HQ-F-00470, and are providing you with the response letters and records issued in response
to that FOIA request.!

With respect to OGC, a search of that office using information provided in your request
located records responsive to your request. We reviewed both the FOIA Office and OGC
records under the FOIA to determine whether they may be disclosed to you. Based on that
review, this office is providing the following:

207 page(s) are released in full (RIF);
7 _page(s) are released in part (RIP);
31 page(s) are withheld in full (WIF);?
13 page(s) not provided were referred to another entity.

NASA redacted from the enclosed documents certain information pursuant to the following
FOIA exemptions:

Exemption 5, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5)

Exemption 5 protects “inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not
be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency.”

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5). Courts interpret Exemption 5 to incorporate three primary privileges:
the attorney work-product privilege, the attorney-client privilege and the deliberative process
privilege. NASA invokes the attorney work-product privilege, and the deliberative process
privilege.

The attorney work-product (AWP) privilege protects documents prepared by an attorney in
contemplation of litigation. It protects material prepared by an attorney or others in
anticipation of litigation, preserving the adversarial trial process by protecting material which
would disclose the attorney’s theory of the case or trial strategy. The AWP privilege also
protects materials that reflect the mental processes of the attorney, when the materials were
prepared in anticipation of litigation or for trial. An agency can satisfy the “anticipation of
litigation” standard by “demonstrating that one of its lawyers prepared a document in the
course of an investigation that was undertaken with litigation in mind,” even if no specific
lawsuit has begun. In your case, the information withheld contains NASA attorneys’ opinions,
theories of the case, discussion of the facts, assessments of facts, and impressions of the issues
presented. For these reasons, NASA withholds the information under the AWP privilege of
exemption 5. NASA considered the foreseeable harm that would result from the release of this
information and determined that its release would hinder the ability of agency counsel to
effectively prepare for and defend the agency in litigation.

! Please note that records were previously referred to the U.S. Department of State’s FOIA Office for processing
and direct response to the prior FOIA requester; however, because that agency released the referred records in
full, they advised we could also release them to you. Thus, they are enclosed with this response.

2 Some of the records withheld in full consist of drafts, the final versions of which were filed with the court by
the U.S. Department of Justice during the subject litigation and were not located within NASA’s files. The final
versions are available in their entirety via the Public Access to Court Electronic Records (PACER) website at
https://pacer.uscourts.gov/. You may wish to create a PACER account and search for civil case number 03-2509
for instant access to all the filings regarding that case.




The deliberative process privilege is intended to protect the decision-making process of
government agencies and to encourage frank discussion of legal and policy issues. The scope
of the privilege covers documents reflecting advisory opinions, recommendations, and
deliberations comprising part of a process by which government decisions and policies are
formulated. To qualify for the deliberative process privilege, a document must be both “pre-
decisional” and “deliberative.” Documents are pre-decisional when they precede an agency
decision and are prepared in order to assist an agency in arriving at its decision. Documents
are deliberative when they comprise part of the process by which government decisions are
made. The types of records/information NASA withheld under this exemption consists of
draft documents, and recommendations and/or opinions expressed by NASA employees.
NASA considered the foreseeable harm that would result from the release of this information
and determined that its release would hinder the decision-making process, create a chilling
effect on internal deliberations, lead to uninformed decision-making, and public confusion.

Exemption 6, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)

Exemption 6 allows withholding of “personnel and medical files and similar files the
disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.”

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)(emphasis added). NASA invokes exemption 6 to protect the identities of
departed/retired employees, the identity of third parties, and any information that could
reasonably be expected to identify those individuals.

Referral

Additionally, we referred 13 pages to the Civil Division of the Department of Justice (DOJ).
That entity will process those pages under the FOIA and respond to you directly. Should you
wish to contact DOJ’s Civil Division, their information is available at the following website:
https://www.justice.gov/oip/find-foia-contact-doj/list.

Fees

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request.
Because these records fall below the $50 minimum, however, there is no charge.

Appeal

You have the right to appeal my action regarding your request. Your appeal must be received
within 90 days of the date of our final response. Please send your appeal to:

Administrator

NASA Headquarters
Executive Secretariat
ATTN: FOIA Appeals
MS 9R17

300 E Street S.W.



Washington, DC 20546

Both the envelope and letter of appeal should be clearly marked, “Appeal under the Freedom
of Information Act.” You must also include a copy of your initial request, the adverse
determination, and any other correspondence with the FOIA office. In order to expedite the
appellate process and ensure full consideration of your appeal, your appeal should contain a
brief statement of the reasons you believe this initial determination should be reversed.
Additional information on submitting an appeal is set forth in the NASA FOIA regulations at
14 C.F.R. § 1206.700.

Assistance and Dispute Resolution Services
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at stephanie.k.fox(@nasa.gov. For

further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request you may also contact Nikki
Gramian, Principal Agency FOIA Officer, at nikki.n.gramian@nasa.gov.

Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the
National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services
it offers. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College
Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at
1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

Important. Please note that contacting any agency official including myself, NASA’s Chief
FOIA Public Liaison, and/or OGIS is not an alternative to filing an administrative appeal and

does not stop the 90 day appeal clock.

Sincerely,

Stephanie K. Fox
FOIA Team Lead / Chief FOIA Public Liaison

Enclosures
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

LESLIE KEAN )
)
Plaintiff, )
)
V. )
) Case No: 03-2509(EGS)
)
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND )
SPACE ADMINISTRATION )
)
Defendant. )
)

Second Declaration of Margaret A. Roberts

I, Margaret A. Roberts, declare as follows:
1. The purpose of this declaration is to provide additional information and correct

inaccuracies in Plaintiff’s Statement of Genuine Issues of Material Fact.

2. I am a Senior Attorney in the Office of General Counsel. I was responsible for
handling the FOIA appeal submitted by the plaintiff, which included a review of the
record and writing a draft determination for consideration by Mr. James L. Jennings,
NASA’s Associate Deputy Administrator for Institutions and Asset Management. I was
also responsible for handling the litigation until January 2005, when I left to begin a one-

year detail to Stennis Space Center in Mississippi.

3. In the appeal determination, the decision to remand the case back to the FOIA
office for a new search was based on a review of the record. It was not based on the 1996

letter from the Washington National Records Center, as stated by the Plaintiff on page 14.



4. I wrote the “Roberts memo,” which under my instruction, was sent by the FOIA
Officer, Stephen McConnell to all the FOIA Centers and appropriate Headquarters
Offices. My intent in writing the memo was to ensure that those conducting the search
knew the 11 items requested (amended initial request), understood that the search needed
to be expansive and include repositories of archived and classified materials in addition
to program offices and administrative offices, and that the searches should be completed
within the month. I also stated in the memo that the requestor had informed NASA of its
plan to sue so that the FOIA officers would maintain good records, have an
understanding of why I was asking that this request be handled ahead of their current

pending requests, and complete the searches within the schedule.

5. The date of January 5™ for completing the search was chosen after consultation on
December 2™ with Plaintiff’s counsel by telephone. I discussed my intent to provide the
plaintiff any responsive documents as quickly as possible and within a schedule that
would be of help to her. I also knew that since archived documents needed to be
reviewed, a month would be required to complete the work. I believe this schedule was

consistent with the Agency’s requirement to conduct a “reasonably calculated” search.

6. In addition to the “Roberts memo”, it is my understanding (and I
contemporaneously confirmed) that Stephen McConnell sent the FOIA Center Officers
and Headquarters Offices the documents sent by the Plaintiff to assist the Agency in its

search and that information was available to those conducting the searches.



7. I followed up by telephone with all the FOIA Officers to ensure that the searches
were underway and that particular offices had not been overlooked. In some cases, the
offices searched were supplemented with additional offices after a discussion of how

particular centers are organized into programs and administrative functions.

8. I also discussed with Patti Stockman, Headquarters Records Manager her efforts
to locate documents in the NASA archives, including the Federal Records Center and
Jane Odom, Archivist, her efforts in the history office. I was impressed by the diligence
of both women to conduct an exhaustive search. I did not help manage the other searches

of Headquarters offices.

9. It is my interpretation of the plaintiff’s amended FOIA request that the search for
“(1) a description of the search conducted regarding her request and any documentation
(e.g., e-mails) related thereto;” did not entitle her to documents generated after

commencement of litigation even though her request was not date-limited.

10. I do not know of any prior NASA search affidavits relating to NASA’s processing

of earlier requests. I acted in good faith at all times.

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing
is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Margaret A. Roberts Date
Senior Attorney
National Aeronautics and Space Administration



June 18, 2003

Ms. Lee Ellen Helfrich
Attorney at Law

Lobel, Novins & Lamont
1275 K Street, NW

Suite 770

Washington, DC 20005-4048

Dear Ms. Helfrich:

By letter dated May 9, 2003, to the NASA Administrator, you appealed, on behalf of your
client, Ms. Leslie Kean, an initial determination under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA),
5 U.S.C. § 552 et seq., issued by Ms. Sharon S. Holgerson, FOIA Officer at NASA
Headquarters. Your client’s initial request, dated January 31, 2003, sought “all data of
whatever form including correspondence, telegraphic, electronic, photographs, scientific
reports, analyses or tests such as metallurgic analysis, collection records, interviews with
civilians . . .” relating to a Kecksburg incident in December 1965, or Acme; NASA fragology
files for 1962-1967; and any records on Richard M. Schulherr, Project Moon Dust, “Cosmos
96,” and “NASA’s involvement of the recovery of the satellite, parts or debris thereof,
anywhere in the United States or Canada.”

In response to your client’s request, a search was conducted at the NASA Headquarters
History Office, and no responsive records were determined to exist. You have appealed this
determination on a number of grounds.

You state that it is clear that documents on this topic are, or were, in the Agency’s
possession or control because you have enclosed three with your appeal letter and, therefore,
question the reasonableness of NASA’s search. One document appears to be a list of NASA
files in storage at the Federal Records Center, including one entry entitled “Moon Dust.” A
second document appears to be a description of “Cosmos 96,” printed from a NASA Goddard
Space Flight Center Web site, and dated May 6, 2003. The third document is a memo dated
May 7, 1968, from R. M. Schulherr, who was apparently a NASA employee, to C.N. Jones,
on “Moondust from Columbia.” Your research indicates that there are also a substantial
number of documents related to fragology that were created by NASA, and you question why
the only installation apparently contacted by NASA in processing your client’s request was the
NASA Headquarters History office. You note that you were informed on April 7, 2003, by
Ms. Kellie Robinson of the FOIA Office that a previous FOIA request had been received
concerning the same events, and documents were located and released. NASA’s initial
determination issued to your client did not reference or disclose the existence of the previous
FOIA requests, nor cite any reasons for not disclosing the correspondence, nor provide any
segregable portions of those documents. Therefore, you seek copies of the earlier FOIA
requests relating to the same information and NASA’s responses to those requests.



Your client’s interest in the information concerns her investigation into the U. S.
Government’s reaction to events that were deemed confidential forty years ago. You assert that
“the public’s interest now lies in the historical significance of these events, including an
evaluation of government decisions, such as a ‘confidential’ classification . . . . There was a
reason that NASA and other federal agencies, including the military, took an active interest in
events like the one in Kecksburg and it is now time to evaluate why.” Moreover, you seek
“access to the identities of the people involved. . .”, stating that it is a crucial part of your
client’s research and evaluation. To support your request, you cite case law holding that “FOIA
Exemption 6 does not justify the withholding of information regarding individuals, particularly
where the privacy interest is minimal and the public interest in disclosure is strong. The
balance of interests under Exemption 6 ‘instructs the court to tilt the balance in favor of
disclosure.” Getman v. NLRB, 450 F.2d 670, 674 (D.C. Cir. 1971.)”

Finally, you make an additional request for documents that were not incorporated in your
client’s initial letter to the FOIA office. These include “(1) a description of the search
conducted regarding her request and any documentation (e.g., e-mails) related thereto; (2) a
copy of NASA’s draft affidavit on FOIA searches or, in lieu thereof, a copy of affidavits that
have been filed on NASA’s behalf in FOIA disputes; (3) copies of the relevant information
management manuals, memoranda, etc., that would have governed the transfer or disposal of
documentation during the early 1960s, and including the transfer of the files listed in Exhibit 3;
(4) copies of the relevant information management manuals, memoranda, etc., that would have
governed the retention, transfer or disposal of FOIA requests at the time that any earlier request
was processed; (5) all documentation relating to NASA’s processing of any earlier request(s),
and (6) copies of instructional or procedural memoranda, manuals, etc., relating to the process
for conducting investigations, such as ‘fragology,’ that were in force in the 1960s.”

Your appeal has been reviewed pursuant to NASA FOIA regulations, 14 CFR Part 1206.
This process has involved a review of the initial determination, the search conducted at NASA
Headquarters, and your statement of appeal. I conclude that, based on the circumstances of this
particular FOIA process, the search may not have been fully adequate, especially because only
the NASA History Office was asked to conduct a search on behalf of the Agency. I will,
therefore, remand this case to the FOIA Office and direct that the original request be sent to all
NASA Centers for further processing in accordance with this appeal.

With respect to the issue you raised about previous FOIA requestors that, in the past, were
provided information on the same subject, a new search was conducted in the NASA
Headquarters FOIA Office for all responsive records. These documents will be reviewed for
releasability under the FOIA, and the Headquarters FOIA Office will issue an initial
determination in this regard. One of these documents, which I am releasing to you herewith,
is a letter dated March 28, 1996, from the Washington National Records Center to the NASA
Records Manager. It states that the National Records Center could not locate the two boxes
identified as fragology files, with the accession number 255-68A-2062 (and included in your
appeal letter as documents that should have been located as responsive to your client’s request).
However, NASA will initiate a new search to include these NASA files that may be located at
the Washington National Records Center or other NASA archives. These searches will be
conducted on an expedited basis, to the degree possible, given that retrieval of any historical
documents from NASA archives, stored in remote locations, takes additional time.



I am also directing, by copy of this letter, that the NASA searches include the additional
records you requested for the first time in your appeal letter. This new, broader search for
NASA records responsive to your client’s original request may obviate the need to address, at
this time, the other issues raised in your appeal letter. After you and your client receive the
initial determinations concerning any NASA records located as a result of this new search, you
would be free to renew, at that time, your assertions with regard to those records.

Based on this review, I reverse the Agency’s initial determination and direct that additional
searches of NASA records be conducted in accordance herewith. This is a final determination
and is subject to judicial review under the provisions of 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(4), a copy of which
is enclosed.

Cordially,

James L. Jennings
Associate Deputy Administrator
for Institutions and Asset Management

2 Enclosures

cc:
PSN/Ms. Holgerson



Full docket text:MINUTE ORDER denying without prejudice [14] Motion for Summary

Judgment, denying [17] Motion to Strike. Defendant's Motion for Summary Judgment is

DENIED without prejudice to a motion for reconsideration after compliance with this Order.

Defendant is directed to file a Reply to Plaintiff's Opposition to Defendant's Motion for

Summary Judgment that specifically addresses the arguments raised in Plaintiff's

opposition by no later than 4/22/05. It is further ORDERED that Plaintiff's Motion to

Strike the declarations attached to Defendant's Motion for Summary Judgment for failure to
comply with 28 U.S.C. Section 1746 is DENIED AS MOOT on the grounds that Defendant

has refiled the declarations to comply with the statute. Signed by Judge Emmet G.

Sullivan on March 29, 2005. (Icegsl, )

PACER Service Center

Transaction Receipt

04/27/2005 14:59:33

PACER Login: usO796 Client Code:
1:03-cv
-0250
Description: History /Documents Search Criteria: 9-EGS
Billable Pages: 1 Cost: 0.08




Full docket text:MINUTE ORDER granting over objection [26] Defendant's Motion for
Extension of Time to File Reply. Defendant's reply shall be filed on or before 5/6/05.
Signed by Judge Emmet G. Sullivan on April 25, 2005. (lcegs1)

PACER Service Center

Transaction Receipt

05/02/2005 17:36:27

PACER Login: us0796 Client Code:

Description: History /Documents Search Criteria: 1:03-cv-02509-EGS

Billable Pages: 1 Cost: 0.08




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On May 9, 2003, Ms. Helfrich appealed an initial Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
determination on behalf of her client, Ms. Leslie Kean, issued by Sharon Holgerson, FOIA
Officer at NASA HQ. Ms. Kean sought “all data of whatever form...” relating to a
Kecksburg incident in December 1965, or Acme; NASA fragology files for 1962-1967; any
records on Richard M. Schulherr, Project Moon Dust, “Cosmos 96,” and any records on
“NASA’s involvement of the recovery of the satellite, parts or debris thereof, anywhere in
the United States or Canada.” No responsive records were determined to exist. The
proposed final determination reverses the initial determination. We conclude that, based on
the circumstances, the search at Headquarters may not have been fully adequate, and,
therefore, the FOIA Office is requested to initiate a new search and also direct the original
request to all NASA Centers for further processing.



Reply to atin, of:

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Headquarters
Washington, DC 20546-0001

July 10, 2019

Office of Communications

Mr. Fred Saluga

FOIA: 19-HQ-F-00470

Dear Mr. Saluga:

This is our final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), dated April 14, 2019, and received in this
office on April 15, 2019. Your request states that you seek the following:

all information/including pictures/reports/ and any other information on the vehicle
that crashed at Kecksburg, Pennsylvania on December 9, 1965.

It was reported that NASA people in white coveralls and NASA emblems were at the
scene. We all know that it was not a UFO, but a space craft that was either ours or
belonged to someone else crashed on that day and was removed on an army truck.

I understand that NASA came to the conclusion that it was a Russian craft. If it was
how did NASA come to that conclusion?

In response to your request we learned that NASA was involved in a Freedom of Information
Act lawsuit seeking records on the Kecksburg incident in 2003. The FOIA unit conducted a
search of its files to locate the case file with the records that were processed for that
request/lawsuit. The search located one folder with documents that included records NASA
released with some redactions to the FOIA litigant’s attorney, and emails and statements
related to the NASA FOIA unit searches for records in response to that lawsuit.

During a telephone conversation Nikki Gramian, Principal Agency FOIA Officer. explained
to you that, with the exception of the one file discussed above, it appears the remaining case
tiles created in response to the FOIA lawsuit had been destroyed pursuant to the records
retention policy NASA has for its FOIA case files. For your information, Under 44 U.S.C. §§



3302-3303, Federal agency heads work with the Archivist of the United States, the head of
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), to create records schedules. Records
schedules provide agencies with mandatory instructions (“disposition instructions”) for all
agencies’ staff regarding how to maintain the agencies’ operational records and what to do
with them when the agencies no longer needs them for current business. The disposition
instructions state whether groups, or series, of records are “permanent” or “temporary,” and
dictates how long to retain them. Records with historical value, identified as “permanent,” are
transferred to NARA. All other records are identified as “temporary” and are eventually
destroyed in accordance with the records schedule.

Agencies may not implement records schedules until NARA approves them. Once approved
by NARA, retention periods in the schedules are mandatory and authorize the systematic
removal of unneeded records from Federal offices. For your reference we are enclosing the
NASA records retention policy approved by NARA for FOIA case files. As you will note,
the FOIA case files can be destroyed 6 years after the initial determination is issued, or 3
years after final adjudication of a FOIA lawsuit. Since the FOIA lawsuit concluded in 2006,
its associated case file and any other responses issued for it have all been destroyed with the
exception of the one folder discussed above.

The documents in that folder were reviewed under the FOIA to determine whether they may
be disclosed to you. Based on that review, this office is providing the following:

72 page(s) are released in full (RIF);?
5 page(s) are released in part (RIP);
page(s) are withheld in full (WIF);
13 page(s) are duplicate copies of material already processed and produced;
139 page(s) not provided were referred to another entity.

NASA redacted from the enclosed documents certain information pursuant to the following
FOIA exemption:

Exemption 6, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)

Exemption 6 allows withholding of “personnel and medical files and similar files the
disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.”

5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)(emphasis added). NASA invokes exemption 6 to protect the identities of
departed/retired employees and other third parties mentioned or referenced in these records
and any information that could reasonably be expected to identify such individuals.

Referral

Additionally, we referred 139 pages to the U.S. Department of State. That government agency
will process those pages under the FOIA and respond to you directly. Should you wish to
contact that entity, their information is available at the following website:
https://foia.state.gov/Contact/Default.aspx.

1 All page counts are approximate numbers.



Fees

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request. In
this instance, because the cost is below the $50 minimum, there is no charge.

Appeal

You have the right to appeal my action regarding your request. Your appeal must be received
within 90 days of the date of this response. Please send your appeal to:

Administrator

NASA Headquarters
Executive Secretariat
ATTN: FOIA Appeals
MS 9R17

300 E Street S.W.
Washington, DC 2054

Both the envelope and letter of appeal should be clearly marked, “Appeal under the Freedom
of Information Act.” You must also include a copy of your initial request, the adverse
determination, and any other correspondence with the FOIA office. In order to expedite the
appellate process and ensure full consideration of your appeal, your appeal should contain a
brief statement of the reasons you believe this initial determination should be reversed.
Additional information on submitting an appeal is set forth in the NASA FOIA regulations at
14 C.F.R. § 1206.700.

Assistance and Dispute Resolution Services

For further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request you may contact NASA'’s
Chief FOIA Public Liaison at:

Stephanie Fox

Chief FOIA Public Liaison
Freedom of Information Act Office
NASA Headquarters

300 E Street, S.W., 5P32
Washington D.C. 20546

Phone: 202-358-1553

Email: Stephanie.K.Fox@nasa.gov

Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the
national Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA dispute resolution
services it offers. The contact information for OGIS is:



Office of Government Information Services
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS

College Park, Maryland 20740-6001

Email: ogis(@nara.gov

Telephone: (202) 741-5770

Toll free: 1-877-684-6448

Fax: (202) 741-5769

Important: Please note that contacting any agency official including the undersigned,
NASA’s Chief FOIA Public Liaison, and/or OGIS i1s not an alternative to filing an
administrative appeal and does not stop the 90 day appeal clock.

Fees for processing this request are less than $50.00 and are not being charged in accordance
with 14 CFR §1206.503(c). If I can be of further assistance please feel free to contact me at
hqg-foia@nasa.gov or (202) 358-2462.

Sincerely.

Headquarters
FOIA Public Liaison Officer



ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS SCHEDULE 1
(AFS1000-1999)

This document is updated frequently; therefore, printed copies may be obsolete. Refer to NASA Online
Directives Information System (NODIS) for the current version of NRRS 1441 .1.

SUBJECT AREA OR RECORD TITLE RETENTION
AFS# | ITEM | DESCRIPTION OF RECORD SERIES <Authority>
1382 | 49 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA) REQUESTS FILES

Files created in response to requests for information under the Freedom of
Information Act consisting of the original request, a copy of the reply
thereto, and all related supporting files which may include official file
copy of requested record or copy thereof.

A. CORRESPONDENCE AND SUPPORTING RECORDS
(EXCLUDING the official file copy of the copy of the records
requested if filed herein).

1. Granting access to all the requested records. DESTROY 2 YEARS AFTER DATE
OF REPLY.
[GRS 14-11a(1)]

2. Responding to requests for non-existent records; to requestors
who provide inadequate descriptions; and to those who fail to

pay agency reproduction fees.

(a) Requests NOT appealed. DESTROY 2 YEARS AFTER DATE
OF REPLY.
[GRS 14-11a(2)(a)]

(b) Requests appealed. DESTROY 6 YEARS AFTER FINAL

DETERMINATION BY AGENCY
OR 6 YEARS AFTER THE TIME AT
WHICH A REQUESTER COULD
FILE SUIT OR 3 YEARS AFTER
FINAL ADJUDICATION BY THE
COURTS. WHICHEVER IS LATER.
[GRS 14-11a(2)(b)]

3. Denying access to all or part of the records requested.

(a) Requests NOT appealed. DESTROY 6 YEARS AFTER DATE
OF REPLY.
[GRS 14-11a(3)(a)]

() Recuests appealéd DESTROY 6 YEARS AFTER FINAL

DETERMINATION BY AGENCY
OR 6 YEARS AFTER THE TIME AT
WHICH A REQUESTER COULD
FILE SUIT OR 3 YEARS AFTER
FINAL ADJUDICATION BY THE
COURTS. WHICHEVER IS LATER.
[GRS 14-11a(3)(b)]

B. OFFICIAL FILE COPY OF REQUESTED RECORDS DISPOSE OF IN ACCORDANCE
WITH PROPER SCHEDULE ITEM

OR WITH THE RELATED FOIA
REQUEST. WHICHEVER IS
LATER.

[GRS 14-11b]

NOTES: Wherever the retention disposition authority cites a GRS schedule or NAR A Disposition Authority (DA) number (e.g., N1-
255-091), the records are considered media-neutral signifying the retention is applicable to the described records regardless of their
format. Only AFS numbers with defined subjects are used. — RETENTION — For items marked Pending Retention Approval,
contact your Center Records Manager for information and/or questions.
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Stephen McConnell, 12:26 PM 2/3/2004 -0500, Re: List please

To: Stephen McConnell <smcconne @hg.nasa.gov>
From: Margaret Roberts <Margaret.Roberts @nasa.gov>
Subject: Re: List please

Cc:

Bce:

Attached:

Good enough. Thanks.

The archived material that needs to be searched under the Kean FOIA is located in records
management.

Contact infomatichalled me -- works with [BE™ in records management. Her phone
number is 202-35 Please make sure these boxes are searched thoroughly for all 11
items. Then add whatever documents are responsive to your total list of responsive records and
provide all the documents to me with the list. It can be an iterative process, but it needs to happen

in a very timely manner. Thanks.

At 03:53 PM 2/2/2004 -0500, you wrote:
I'l be able to provide that to you tomorrow. Today we've been busy with the Columha Ceremony

at Arlington and NASM.
Thanks, Steve 7@6

At 01:29 PM 2/2/2004 -0500, you wrote:
Stephen, Can you please provide me the list of documents that you have gotten on the Kean
Suit? What do we have as documents that may (or may not ultimately) be released under the
FOIA. Remember, you were preparing that for me and now a couple weeks have passed.
Please let me know when you can get that to me. Many thanks.

af)l«-{ﬂ

g\

Printed for Margaret Roberts <Margaret.Roberts@nasa.gov>



Virginia Bittinger, 09:54 AM 1/5/2004 -0500, Fwd: FOIA Response 03-181

X-Info; ODIN / NASA Glenn Research Center

X-Sender: prhitt@popserve.grc.nasa.gov

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.1.1

Date: Mon, 05 Jan 2004 09:54:44 -0500

To: stephen McConnell <smcconne@hqg.nasa.gov>

From: Virginia Bittinger <Virginia.Bittinger@grc.nasa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: FOIA Response 03-181

Hi Steve,

Hope you holidays were good. | wanted to forward the GRC response, relaled to the Leslie Kean
request, to you today for review as I'm here today and tomorrow, but will be off the rest of the
week,

Attached is the GRC Records Manager/History Officer's no records response. After a thorough
search, he has advised that no records were located at GRC in response to the requested
documents submitted by Leslie Kean. I reviewed the GRC FOIA Logs from 1997 to present and
found that no other FOIA requests had been made for the documents related to the request.

[ believe, from your e-mails, that HQ's is going to respond further on this matter if required. If
you would like this information provided in a different format, e.g. a letter signed by the GRC
denial authority, or if you need additional information, please let me know.

Have a good week.

Ginger

X-Info: ODIN / NASA Glenn Research Center
X-Sender: yykevin@popserve .grc.nasa.gov

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.1.1
Date: Thu, 18 Dec 2003 11:08;58 -0500

To: Virginia.A.Bittinge r@nasa.gav

From: Kevin P Coleman <Kevin.P.Coleman@nasa.gov>
Subject: FOIA Response 03-181

Cc: Mary.C.Lester@nasa.gov

Hi Virgimia,

Here's an electronic version of the FOIA response from the Records Management and
History Office. [ just signed the hardcopy and you should be receiving it in the mail shortly,
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Kevin

Printed for Stephen McConnell <smcconne@hqg.nasa.gov>



Virginia Bittinger, 09:54 AM 1/5/2004 -0500, Fwd: FOIA Response 03-181

MHLHTETIEIELPEL LI EE LT LT

Kevin P. Coleman

Records and Electronic Forms Manager

History Officer

Logistics and Technical Information Division

3-9311 M.S. 60-3
LIHLLLEIEEEL L LT i iy

i- | FOIA results for Kecksburzgl.doc

Printed for Stephen McConnell <smecconne@hq.nasa.gov>
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December 18, 2003
0620

TO: 0610/FOIA Officer
FROM; 0620/Records Manager/History Officer

SUBJECT: Response to FOIA Request 03-181

Described below are the searches completed in response to FOIA Request 03-181 received by
this Office on December 3, 2003.

The following searches were made by the Glenn Research Center Records Management
Office for FOIA Request 03-181 referencing:

References to "KECKSBURG" or "KECKSBURG Incident” or "Acme"
NASA Fragology Files for 1962 to 1967

Richard M. Schulherr, NASA employee who worked on Project Moon Dust
Project Moon Dust

Cosmos 96 or Kosmos 96

W etk

Searched the Lewis telephone directories from 1965-1970 for Richard M, Schulherr to see if
he was an employee of Lewis (Glenn) Research Center during this time. No listing for this
individual was found,

Searched NASA GRC Web for information relating to Project Moon Dust, Cosmos 96,
Kosmos 96, Kecksburg, Kecksburg Incident, Acme or Richard M. Schulherr trying to find a

link to any possible Lewis (Glenn) employees who may have worked on said project. No
information was found for Project Moon Dust or Richard M. Schulherr.

Searched NASA Technical Report Server and Aeronautics and Space Database for any
reports on Project Moon Dust, Kosmos 96, Cosmos 96, Fragology, Kecksburg, Kecksburg
Incident, Acme or mention of Richard M. Schulherr to find a link to any possible Lewis
(Glenn) employees who may have worked on the above named topics. Search produced no
information that assisted in the search through the Glenn records files.

Reviewed GRC’s (C-277s, Records Transmittal and receipt Form that describe record box
contents in the division storage files for the GRC Center Director, Chief Scientist and
Security Offices searching for any information relating to Project Moon Dust, Kosmos 96,
Cosmos 96, fragology, Kecksburg, Kecksburg Incident, Acme or files relating to Richard
Schulherr, Search produced no findings,

RIF



Reviewed the Lewis telephone dirgctories from 1963-1968 and the titles of each division
storage file searching by name for organizations that may have had an interest in Fragology,
space object recovery, or analysis of fragments to determine national ownership and vehicle
origin. Search of both the telephone directory and the division storage files produced no
findings.

Reviewed all C-277 Form, Records Transmittal and Receipt forms describing records
transferred to the National Archives and Administration for permanent or temporary storage
or destruction of records and no referenced documents were found.

.The Glenn History Office conducted searches of its historic files and a search of the entire
Imaging Technology Center collection, films, still photos and video, produced no findings for
the referenced documents.

No other FOIA requests for the referenced information have been received by the GRC
Records or History Office.

Kevin P. Coleman
GRC Records Manager/History Officer

ce!
0620/Official file

0620/KPColeman:cbp:12/18/03

RIF



SciFi

To; Stephen McConnell <smcconne@hg.nasa.gov>
Subject: FOIA Records Search -Ref, DFRC FOIA # 2004-003
Cc: kim.lewis@dfrc.nasa.gov

Steve,
Below is the response regarding the above search per your request:

On December 2, 2003, I initiated a search of the Dryden History Office (Code T) archives for
any information related to Moon Dust, the Kecksburg incident, or the named individual, My
rationale for initiating the search in this department was that the History Office has an
extensive archive and contains records for past projects, and for individuals who worked at or
were involved in NASA activities at what, in 1965, was identified as the NASA Flight Research
Center, No records were found indicating any involvement with Moon Dust or the Kecksburg
incident, in any form. No record was found indicating that the specified individual was here in
1965,

[f you need any more information regarding the details of this search, please contact Ms. Kim
Lewis, Dryden FOIA/PA Coordinator, at B&

Jennifer L. Baer-Riedhart
Dryden FOIA Officer

Jennifer L. Baer-Riedhart

Chief, Public Affairs, Commercialization, and Education Office
MS 4839A

NASA Dryden Flight Research Center

P. O. Box 273

Edwards, Calif. 93523

Phone (661) 276-B800

Fax (661) 276-3566

NASA Vision: Toimprove life here. To extend life to there. To find life beyond.
NASA Mission: To understand and protect our home Planet. To explore the Universe and
search for life. To inspire the next generation of explorers.....As only NASA can,

Printed for Stephen McConnell <smcconne@hq.nasa.gov> i b
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SciFi

To: "smcconne@hg.nasa.gov'" <smcconne@hqg.nasa,gov>
Subject: KSC Search Results related to HQs FOIA #03-181 from Leslie Kean

Steve,

The NASA Kennedy Space Center (KSC) Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Office initiated

a thorough search of our records on December 3, 2003, pertaining to records being sought in
Leslie Kean's FOIA request, HQ FOIA 03-181. KSC'ssearch included the KSC library archives; the
Center Directors Office; the NASA/KSC Records Manager's Office; the KSC Protective Services &
Safeguards Office; the KSC FOIA Office, and the Workforce and Diversity Management Office. As
a result of our search, KSC was unable to located any responsive records. Further, due the age
of these files and NASA records retention schedules/procedures and guidelines (NPG 1441.1C) , if
these records were required to be kept by NASA, they would have long age been sent by the
Program Offices to the National Archives for storage. Therefore, the KSC Records Manager,
Marilee Tewksbury, was tasked to conduct a search of the KSC archive logs dating back to this
timeframe. She was unable to find any KSC records of the files requested by Ms. Kean that were
transferred to the NASA archives for permanent storage.

KSC conducted itssearch of the offices noted above as recommendead by the action received
from the NASA HQs. FOIA Office dated December 3, 2003,

—-=0riginal Message——-

From: Stephen McConnel [maito:smcconne@hq.nasa.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2003 2:55 PM

To: foia@hg.nasa.gov; fola@dfrc.nasa.gov; fola@gre.nasa.gov, fola@gsfc.nasa.gov; foia@jsc.nasa.gov;
FOIA@ksc.nasa.gov; fob@LaRC.nasa.gov; foia@msfc.nasa.gov; foia@ssc.nasa.gov; tpagaduan@mail.arc.nasa.gov;
Diane M Sims; Diane,Sims@ssc.nasa.gov; C W Cleghom; Cheryl.W,Cleghom@nasa.gov; Joan Bek;
Joan,E.Bet@nasa.gov; Kathleen Huddleston; Kim L Lewis; Penny L Myers; Penny.L.Myers@nasa.gov;
Penny.L.Myers@nasa.gov; LUNA, STELLA (JSC-AP121) (NASA); Virginia Bittinger

Cc: smcconne@hg.nasa.gov; Kelie@hg.nasa.gov

Subject: FOIA Records Search

Supplemental Information to email sent from this office yesterday pertaining to Leslie Kean's FOIA
request.

To All NASA Center FOIA Officers:

Immediate Handling of this FOIA Request is Required.

We have a FOIA request that needs to take priority and be completed on an expedited basis.
Please try to complete the search for all responsive records at your Center by Monday,
January 5, 2004.

The requester has informed NASA that it plans to sue, Therefore, please keepan
administrative record of all your search requests and responses, and be prepared to document
through an affidavit that your search was thorough and complete. The FOIA request and
appeal will be sent to you through interoffice mail. Itincludes documents sent by the

Printed for Stephen McConnell <smcconne@hqg.nasa.gov>
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SciFi

requester that may provide assistance in your search. Please review the letters once you
have received them in the mail.

All responsive records (regardless of whether they are releasable under the FOIA) should be
sent to POC: Stephen McConnell, NASA FOIA Officer.

Your search should include the library, program offices, Directors offices, and other offices, as
appropriate, all repositories of classified documents, any archives (onsite and offsite), and the
FOIA office (send all FOIA files of any previous requests made by others on the same subject).
Please be thorough.

Records sought include:

1. All data of whatever form, including correspondence, telegraphic, electronic, photographs,
scientific reports, analyses or tests such as metallurgic analysis, collection records,
interviews with civilians relating or referring to:

--A December 9 or December 10, 1965 incident [where an object fell from the sky and crashed]
in or around Kecksburg or anywhere in Western PA [includes references to Kecksburg or
Kecksburg incident or Acme |

--all sightings or incidents reported to have occurred in the U.S. on or about December 9, 1965
relating to this incident.

2. All NASA Fragology Files for 1962-1967 [NASA Fragology files include reports of space objects
recovery, analysis of fragments to determine national ownership and vehicle origin].

3. Any records on Richard M, Schulherr, who is believed to have been a NASA officer
connected to Project Moon Dust in the 1960 s or later [For example, newspaper accounts
connect Mr. Schulherr with NASA s retrieval and testing of other objects of unknown origin
found or reported by the public].

4. Any and all records on Project Moon Dust pertaining to the retrieval of foreign objects or
objects of unknown origin by NASA personnel, and/or the examination or analysis of debris
sent to NASA by any other agencies under Project Moon Dust.

5. Any and all records on Cosmos 96, or Kosmos 96, a Soviet satellite and Venus probe that
came down on December 9, 1965, including NASA s invelvement in the recovery of the
satellite, parts or debris thereof, anywhere in the United States or Canada

6. A description of the search conducted regarding Ms. Leslie Kean s initial request and any
documentation (e.g., e-mails) related thereto

7. a copy of NASA s draft affidavit on FOIA searches or, in lieu thereof, a copy of affidavits that
have been filed on NASA s behalf in FOIA disputes

Printed for Stephen McConnell <smcconne@hq.nasa.gov>
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SciFi

8. copies of the relevant information management manuals, memoranda, etc., that would
have governed the transfer or disposal of documentation during the early 1960 s, and including
the transfer of the files on fragology [or anything relating to the records requested abave].

9. copies of the relevant information management manuals, memoranda, etc., that would
have governed the retention, transfer or disposal of FOIA requests at the time that any earlier
reque st was processed.

10. All documentation relating to NASA s processing of any earlier request(s)

11. copies on instructional or procedural memoranda, manuals, etc, relating to the process for
conducting investigations, such as fragology that was in force in the 1960s.

Stephen L, McConnell

Freedom of Information Act Officer

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
300 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20546
Telephonet 202 358.0068
Faxsmile: 202 3584345

"ONE NASA - ONE FOIA"

Printed for Stephen McConnell <smcconne@hgq.nasa.gov> 3
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SciFi

To: smcconne@mail.hq.nasa.gov
Subject: Statement from ARC

On January 6, 2003, | initiated a search of my Center by contacting these offices: Office of the
Director of Astrobiology and Space Research, with a request to search for documents regarding
fragology, the December 9 or 10, 1965 crash incident in Kecksburg, Pennsylvania, Project

Moon Dust, a NASA official named Richard Schulherr, Cosmos 96, or Kosmos 96. My rationale

for initiating the search in the above office was that it is the only office at ARC that would
have responsibility for such records.

Printed for Stephen McConnell <smcconne@hq.nasa.gov> 1
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SciFi

To: stephen McConnell <smceconne@hqg.nasa.gov>
Subject: Statement Requested

On December 2, 2003, I initiated a search of the Glenn Research Center (GRC) by contactung
the Deputy Chief, Logistics and Technical Information Division. This Division has
responsibility of the Records Management and History Office records, I requested they initiate
a thorough search for documents pertaining to:

-

1. All data of whatever form, including correspondence, telegraphic, electronic,
photographs, scientific reports, analyses or tests such as metallurgic analysis, collection

| records, interviews with civilians relating or referring to:

| --A December 9 or December 10, 1965 incident [where an object fell from the sky and

i crashed] in or around Kecksburg or anywhere in Western PA [includes references to

"Kecksburg' or "Kecksburg incident” or "Acme"]

l --all sightings or incidents reported to have occurred in the U.8S. on or about December 9,
1 ‘ 1965 relating to this incident.

|

!

2. All NASA Fragology Files for 1962-1967 [NASA Fragology files include reports of space
objects recovery, analysis of fragments to determine national ownership and vehicle
origin].

] ‘ = | 3. Any records on Richard M. Schulherr, who is believed to have been a NASA officer
| r connected to Project Moon Dust in the 1960's or later [For example, newspaper accounts
| connect Mr. Schulherr with NASA's retrieval and testing of other objects of unknown
‘ origin found or reported by the public).

4. Any and all records on Project Moon Dust pertaining fo the retrieval of foreign objects
‘ | or ohjects of unknown origin by NASA personnel, and/or the examination or analysis of
| debris sent to NASA by any other agencies under Project Moon Dust,

5. Any and all records on Cosmos 96, or Kosmos 96, a Soviel satellite and Verus probe

F that came down on December 9, 1965, including NASA's involvement in the recovery of
| the satellite, parts or debris thereof, anywhere in the United States or Canada

|

6, copies of the relevant information management manuals, memoranda, etc., that
| would have governed the transfer or disposal of documentation during the early 1960's,
| ' and including the transfer of the files on fragology [or anything relating to the records
‘ | requested above],

| 7. copies of the relevant information management manuals, memoranda, etc., that
j . would have governed the retention, transfer or disposal of FOIA requests at the time that
any earlier request was processed.

{111 8. All documentation relating to NASA's processing of any earlier request(s)

Printed for Stephen McConnell <smcconne@hq.nasa.gov> 1
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SciFi

9, copies on instructional or procedural memoranda, manuals, ete, relating to the
process for conducting investigations, such as "fragology" that was in force in the 1960s.

1 forwarded copies of the original FOIA request dated February 20, 2002; and the NASA Final
Decision dated June 18, 2003; to provide the Records Manager/History Officer as much
information as possible to conduct the search,

I identified the Records Management/History office as the office responsitle to conduct the
search because the records being sought were approximately 40 years old. Since this office
was unable to identify any documents related to the above subjects, no further GRC
organizations were identified to conduct searches.

GRC FOIA Officer

Printed for Stephen McConnell <smecconne@hq.nasa.gov>
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National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Goddard Space Flight Center
Greenbelt, Maryland
20771

Repiy to Attn of: 210 January 12,
2004

MEMORANDUM

TO: Stephen McConnell
FROM: Maria Hutcheson

SUBIECT: NASA Agency Search for Documents (GSFC FOIA #04-022)

On December 16, 2003, I initiated a search of my Center. Goddard Space Flight Center
(GSFC), by contacting all directorates via mass email. The email, which was forwarded by
the GSFC FOIA Officer, was sent to directorate chiefs and forwarded to directorate
employees. This scarch was conducted in accordance with normal policy for center wide
searches. Any employee with information related to the records sought was urged contact
the GSFC FOIA office by December 29, 2003. As of January 8, 2004, no responses have
been received.

The records sought included:

1. All data of whatever form, including correspondence, telegraphic, electronic,
photographs, scientific reports, analyses or tests such as metallurgic analysis, collection
records, interviews with civilians relating or referring to:

--A December 9 or December 10, 1965 incident [where an object fell from the sky and
crashed] in or around Kecksburg or anywhere in Western PA [includes references to
“Kecksburg” or “Kecksburg incident” or “Acme”]

--all sightings or incidents reported to have occurred in the U.S. on or about December
9, 1965 relating to this incident.

2. All NASA Fragology Files for 1962-1967 [NASA Fragology files include reports of
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space objects recovery, analysis of fragments to determine national ownership and
vehicle origin].

3. Any records on Richard M. Schulherr, who is believed to have been a NASA officer
connected to Project Moon Dust in the 1960’s or later [For example, newspaper
accounts connect Mr. Schulherr with NASA’s retrieval and testing of other objects of
unknown origin found or reported by the public].

4, Any and all records on Project Moon Dust pertaining to the retrieval of foreign
objects or objects of unknown origin by NASA personnel, and/or the examination or
analysis of debris sent to NASA by any other agencies under Project Moon Dust.

5. Any and all records on Cosmos 96, or Kosmos 96, a Soviet satellite and Venus
probe that came down on December 9, 1965, including NASA’s involvement in the
recovery of the satellite, parts or debris thereof, anywhere in the United States or
Canada

6. A description of the search conducted regarding Ms. Leslie Kean’s initial request and
any documentation (e.g., e-mails) related thereto

7. a copy of NASA’s draft affidavit on FOIA searches or, in lieu thereof, a copy of
affidavits that have been filed on NASA’s behalf in FOIA disputes

8. copies of the relevant information management manuals, memoranda, etc., that
would have governed the transfer or disposal of documentation during the early 1960’s,
and including the transfer of the files on fragology [or anything relating to the records
requested above].

9. copies of the relevant information management manuals, memoranda, etc., that
would have governed the retention, transfer or disposal of FOIA requests at the time
that any earlier request was processed.

10. All documentation relating to NASA’s processing of any earlier request(s)

11. copies on instructional or procedural memoranda, manuals, etc. relating to the

process for conducting investigations, such as “fragology” that was in force in the
1960s,

Maria Hutcheson
FOIA Specialist

RIE



Kecksburg UFO Crash Incident Petition Drive Page 1 of 2

The Kecksburg, PA UFO Incid
. R Petition Drive

T e P
M—b&fnrl-‘i

gy e e It's time to bI‘E?.k the 37 years of government silence
Sketeh by Charles Hanna Join our petition drive now!
Hame 0

What happened i Ketkshirg + We need your help to solve the Kecksburg mystery

Print pelition. ¢ Something was seen in the sky which then landed in the woods near Kecksburg, PA on Decemt
Sign potition - PA Since then, the U,S, governmenl has denied that anything fell - despite testimony from citizens
the partially buried object in the woods and statements from firefighters, reporters, dozens of v

Sign petibion - US : and newspaper accounts confirming a large military response to the area.

Sepd signed pelitions N

e For over thirty years, I have attempted to acquire information about the crash in Kecksburg, 11

Media stories « documented the testimonies of dozens of witnesses, created lengthy files on the case, collected

Gdaids + newspaper reports about the incident, and produced a video. For more information about this
: the case, visit my website at http://www,westol.com/~paufo and click on "Wha! happene:
Links = Kecksburg."
Photas : b ' -

3 ’ : Over the years, many witnesses have come forward and publicly made their experiences knowr

ontact s +

concerning their involvement with the case. T hope that others will now come forward. These p
deserve closure. Despite their efforts and mine, and those of many volunteers, the people of Pe
have been denied an explanation,

If you have
Information on the

Kecksburg Incident In the fall of 2002, the SC1 FI Channel decided to support a Freedom of Information Act (FOLA
into the Keckshurg incident, Journalist Leslie Kean spearheaded the FOIA effort, in cooperatio
Washington, D.C. law firm Lobel, Novins and Lamont. The Coalition for Freedom of Informati
was formed by members of this team partly to provide the Kecksburg initiative with a public fo
FOIA initiative has also won the support of John Podesta, President Clinton's former chief of s|
more information on this, go to www.freedomofinfo.org.

The Pennsylvania petition drive

This year, I launched a statewide petition drive, By eollecting thousands of signatures, the peoy
Pennsylvania can put public pressure on their congressional delegation Lo request an investigal
U.S. General Accounting Office. The GAQ is the investigative branch of the U.8. Congress, requ
request from a member of Congress in order to act. The GAO is in a position to access documel
is not forthcoming through the FOIA. 'This local effort is supported by the SCI FI Channel and ¢

This website is designed so you, citizens of Pennsylvania, can immediately begin signing the pe
getting as many friends and associates to do the same. You may sign on-line if you wish. Howe'
copy actually signed by people is much more effective. You can print out copies with space for
signatures by clicking the tab to your left. When you have collected signatures, make copies of »
petitions and send Lhe originals to me at the address provided.

For those who prefer to sign on-line, you can do so with one click of the mouse. (NOTE: The or
petition must be signed by PA residents ONLY, Out of state supporlers are encouraged to sign*
for US residents. Hard copies printed and sent to me must be signed by PA residents ONLY. P|
sign more than once.)

Talk to your friends, relatives, co-workers. Take the petition to your local clubs, gatherings, pa
permission of your town libraries, community eenters, churches and businesses to post the pet
arrange to return at the appropriate time to collect it and mail it to me. Get together with other
an afternoon (with permission) at your local supermarket or mall collecting signatures.

Also, please email this information to your friends, add it to any email lists that you can, and lij

http://www.signpetition.com/ 12/11/2003
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from other websites. Contact Pennsylvania media and make them aware of this effort.

It's up to the people of Pennsylvania to show their support for this investigation!’
thousands of signatures! Help us solve the mystery of what landed in Kecksburg!

Stan Gordon
Greensburg, PA
paufor@westol.com

@\Q
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The Kecksburg, PA UFO Incid;
Petition Drive

If you have information on the Kecksburg incident

Since the 1965 incident, 1 have had the opportunity to interview many people who were involve
Kecksburg UFO incident. Some people witnessed the military activity in the area that night, an
that they saw the odd metallic object in the woods.

[ aim aware that there are many witnesses to the events at Kecksburg who have never discussed
experience with me. Some may have photographs; others may have been part of a military unit
with the search, investigation, or recovery of the object.

Now is the time for those people to step forward and support this effort to find out the truth, T}
historic moment for this investigation, because we now have the backing of the SCI FI Channel
Coalition for Freedom of Tnformation, the Washington law firm Lobel, Novins and Lamont, an
Podesta, President Clinton's former Chief of Staff.

While many witnesses have gone public, some peaple for various reasons ask to remain anonyi
Witnesses may contact me confidentially. Your identity will remain hidden if you choose. Itist
information you rmight have that is important. Even a small detail could be a significant clue in
solve this mystery.

In addition, many courageous witnesses have gone public, and they need your help. Your testir
verify other information, and add to the eredibility of other people.

Thank you.

Stan Gordon

P.0. Box 936
Greensburg, PA 15601
Paufo@westol.com
724-838-7768

AN

12/11/2003
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Coalition for Freedom of Information Seeks NASA Records of Mysterious
1965 Pennsylvania UFO Incident * Most-emailed articles

Litigation Supported by Clinton Former Chief of Staff John Podesta * Most-viewed articles

WASHINGTON, Dec. 9 /PRNewswire/ = On the eve of President Bush's expected announcement
about a new initiative with NASA, the Coalition for Freedom of Information (CFi) with suppart from SCI
Fl.Channel today announced the filing of a lawsuil against the space agency in U.5. District Court for
the Dislrict of Columbia. The filing comes as a result of the government agency's refusal lo release its
records concerning the 1965 UFO incident near Kecksburg, PA. Today is the 38th anniversary of the
incident.

"Our lawsuit is aimed al getting
ADVERTISEMENT MNASA to tell the public what it
knew and when it knew it," said
Ed Rothschild, Executive Direclor

. B Opening an of CFi.
-

The lawsuit against NASA is the
first of several against
= == government agencies, including
. . the US. Army, U.S. Air Force and

RN the Department of Defense, which
have been slonewalling efforts to
obtain records on the Kecksburg
than you L8 incident under the Freedom of
Information Act. John Podesta,
former Chief of Staff for President
Clinton and member of the 1997
Moynihan Commission on
Protecting and Reducing
' Government Secrecy, supports
' FlOO! [ceTsTapTED the effort stating that the public

Ya Small Business has a right te know and thal the
government should disclose what

online store

happened In Kecksburg.

"Although NASA has released 36 pages of documents, none of those documents pertain to any
investigalion of the incident by NASA or to related projects within the agency that could shed light on
lhe Kecksburg incident,” said Lee Heifrich of Lobel, Novins and Lamont, the Washington attornay
filing the suit.

“Furthermore,” said Helfrich, “Leslie Kean, Direclor of Investigations for CFi, clearly demonstrated that
NASA has documents responsive to the specific requests she made in CFi's Freedom of Information
Act request, bul NASA has failed for nearly a year lo produce any relevant documents.”

On December 9, 1965, witnesses In and near Kecksburg described seeing a fireball in the evening
sky, a controlled landing and the systematic military recovery of an object. As reported by local radio
and newspapers, U.S. military personnel cordoned off the area, investigated the site, and left without Bj« \(/

http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/031209/nytul 06_1.html 12/10/2003



Coalition for Freedom of Information Files Lawsuit Against NASA Page 2 of 2

ever providing a full report of the incident other than to dismiss it as a meteor.

Ayear ago, SCI F| Channel and the CFi initfated an effort to obtain classified and other government
documents on the Kecksburg crash

"Since last year, we have supponted archivists, researchers and scientists, as well as partnerad with
investigative reporter Leslie Kean and atforney Lee Helfrich In order to obtaln NASA's records in this
nearly 40-year old case," said Bonnie Hammer, SCI Fl Channel President.

"Now, one year later, despite pur serious effort to uncover the facts, NASA still refuses to provide lhe
public with any information," said Hammer. "That is why, today, we are supparting CFi's lawsuit. We
are hopeful that our legal system will help us find out what really happened in the woods outside
Kecksburg."

As Podesta stated in SCI Fl Channel's Kecksburg documentary, "Certainly having the military
descend on a United States town, holding people at gunpoint, is nol the ordinary way we do business
in this country. People should have an explanation about what triggered that sori of military

response ... so that people can judge for themselves whether it was appropriate.”

"The public has a right 1o know what happened in Kecksburg," concluded Kean. "Government
agencies have an obligation to make public what they know. Instead of a willingness lo open up files
that rightfully belong to the American people, government bureaucrats are making it as difficult and
time-consuming as they can fo uncover the facts. We will persevere until we get answers."

In addition to broadcasfing landmark documentary programming, the SC| F| Channel is currently
lobbying Cangress ta gain support for more scientific inquiry into these issuss, It will premierg UFO
INVASION AT RENDLESHAM, hosted by Bryant Gumbel, on December 12, a new two-hour speciai
thal exposes one of the most notorious UFO incidents of the 20th century.

Additional information on the Kecksburg incident and the fatest on the lawsuit, can be found at;
www_freedomafinfo.org

Source: Coalition for Freedom of Infermation
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Coalitien for oy
stanewall, beginning with NASA

Freedom of
Information

TAKE ACTION NOW!
Sign petition requesting a GAO investigation
into the Kecksburg incident.

Welcome to the Coalition for Freedom of Information We

Unexplained aerial phenomena, commonly known as UFOs, are real, not the stuff of st
In the 1950's the Air Force defined them as "any airborne object which by performanc
aerodynamic characteristics, or unusual features does not canform to any presently kr
or missile type, or which cannot be positively identified as a familiar object." There is |
of origin inherent in the meaning of the word "UFO." It simply means "unidentified."

Phenomena for which there is no scientific explanation have been observed in Americe
world's) air space for over fifty-five years. Trained observers -- pilots, air traffic contre
operators, astronauts, military personnel, scientists -- and government agencies have
documented spectacular events visually, photographically, and on radar.

Most sightings can be explained. Yet there is a consensus among maost researchers thi
ten percent cannot be explained by natural or artificial causes. Furthermore, because
no ongoing independent, empirically based scientific research conducted on unidentifie
phenomena, no one can explain with objectivity or authority what they are,

The appearance of UFOs, particularly in the skies over the U.S., has created an intens
the part of the public, researchers and, for many years, by the U.S. Government. Acct
2002 Roper poll, 72% of Americans believe the federal government is not telling us ev
knows about unidentified flying objects, Many investigators believe that significant cla:
information is being withheld, in addition te physical evidence that should be studied t

In keeping with our society's belief in and commitment to open government, the Coall
Freedom of Information was formed in 2002. CFi is an independent alliance whose mis
achieve scientific, congressional, and media credibility for this often misunderstood su
effort hinges on the release of additional official information and the public's right to fi
the facts.

CFi's goals are to support a new research effort into these phenomena and to seek Co
cooperation in sponsoring hearings and government inquiries. CFi seeks to bring toget
credible, qualified experts and observers who have both studied and been exposed to
phenomenon and who believe it to be worthy of further investigation, The media play:
in facilitating this process through responsible and serious reporting.

In this site you will find highlights of compelling evidence and testimony on the phenao
past fifty-five years, You can also read the presentations of a panel of scientists who a
groundbreaking symposium at The George Washington University in Washington, D.C,
have posted material on our investigation using the Freedom of Information Act and w
interviews into an unsolved 1965 case in Kecksburg, PA. And, you will find some of th
stories from recent years, along with coverage of CFi's campaign and the results of a |
poll. Last but not least, you will discover ways that you can become involved in this ef

"%
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Thank you for your support and interest in our site! We welcome your input and sugc

'
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CF
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. Coalition for
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CAMPAIGN NEWS

Evidence

"The new initiative is not setfing out to prove the existence of aliens. Rather t

Fraedom of info wants to legitimize the scientific investigation of unexplained aerial phenome!

Science
CNN, 2002
Media
Latest Press release on NASA documents and newly declassified Air Force ¢
Campaign Nows

\ﬂdueﬂ November 19, 2003

Current Research NASA DOCUMENTSZ

Natianal Poll On October 21, CFi and the SCI FI Channel announced their intent to take legal action

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) to force the release of records ¢

UFO incident in Kecksburg, PA. The next day, a NASA official contacted CFi attorney Le

Contacts say the agency was forwarding 36 pages of documents responsive to our FOIA request
apologized that it had ‘overlooked’ sending out the results of its research sooner.

Make a Difference

After ten months of pursuing the records in Washington, D.C. through the Freedom of |
Act, NASA had finally responded to public pressure. Yet the documents were not respoi
request, and provided us with no new information. We will proceed with filing a lawsuit
District Court for the District of Columbia, as soon as we have officially exhausted all a
procedures so as to comply with the requirements of the court.

To view the NASA documents, go to:
http://www.ha.nasa.gov/office/pac/FOIA/Kecksherg-UFQ, pdf

Press conference
October 21, 2003

Press release

Bonnie Hammer
SCI FI Channel President

Leslie Kean
Investigative Journalist

Lee Helfrich
Attorney, Lobel, Novins & Lamont

Amber Moulton-Wiseman
History Associates Incorporated

s N
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RODErt Latry
Reporter who covered Kecksburg incident

Press Releases

Press Advisory (Oct. 2003 press conference)
SCI FI Channel Challenges Government Secrecy
Press Advisory (Symposium)

CFI Suppaorts Pennsvlvania Petition on Kecksburg Incident

News Coverage

SCI-Fi channel may sue NASA for UFQ documents
Reuters (New York)

Tuesday October 21, 2003

SCI-FI Seeks Kecksburg Truth
SCI-Flwire
A news service of the SCI-FI channel

"SCI FI Channel Pushing UFO Investigations"
The Associated Press
by David Bauder

"Clinton Aide Slams Pentagdon's UFO _Secrecy"
CNN
by Richard Stenger

"Podesta Urges Airing of Area 51"

Former White House chief of staff supports openness
Las Vegas Review-Journal

by Tony Batt

"UFQ Case Back in Spotlight"
Tribune-Review
by Ann Saul Dudurich

"Abducting the Truth"
SCI FI Magazine
by Kathie Huddleston

“peatition Seeks to Unravel Kecksburg UFO Mystery"

Daily Courier
by Ann Saul DuDurich

"Open UFO Files to Rest of us Earthlings®
Atlanta-Journal Constitution & Knight Ridder/Tribune wire service
by Leslie Kean

Las Vegas Sun
by Benjamin Grove

Y&
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"UFQ? The Public Wants to Know"
The Daily Courier
by Rachel R. Basinger

\%
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NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release: Contact:
Wednesday, November 19, 2003 Ed Rothschild

PodestaMattoon
202/393-1010

NASA CONTINUES TO STONEWALL ON KECKSBURG:
NEWLY RELEASED DOCUMENTS RAISE MORE QUESTIONS,
SAY SCI FI AND CFi

IN NEW DEVELOPMENT, US ARCHIVES RELEASE TO CFi and SCI FI
2800 PAGES OF DECLASSIFIED AIR FORCE RECORDS

Washington, D.C. — Lawyers for the Coalition for Freedom of Information (CFi) said
today that they have concluded NASA is still refusing to comply with a 10-month old
FOIA request to release its records on the 1965 UFO incident in Kecksburg. This
announcement comes after CFi’s careful review of 36 pages released by NASA hours
after SCI FI Channel announced its unprecedented support for legal action against the

government agency.

"The documents released shed little light on the incident, but are indicative of how hara
NASA is trying to prevent the public from finding out what really happened on
December 9, 1965,"” said CFi attorney, Lee Helfrich with the Washington, DC firm of
Lobel, Novins, and Lamont.

In another development, last week the National Archives notified researchers for CFi
and SCI FI that the U.S. Air Force had declassified some of the records requested. “Qur
researchers are now poring through these 2800 pages to determine if any are relevant
to the Kecksburg incident,” said Ed Rothschild, Director for the Coalition for Freedom of

Information,



According to Helfrich, “The day after CFi's press conference (October 21) and on the
eve of the airing of SCI FI's Kecksburg documentary (October 24), a NASA official
contacted me to say the agency was forwarding 36 pages of documents responsive to
our FOIA request and apologized somewhat too profusely that it had ‘overlooked’
sending out the results of its research at an earlier date.”

“CFi was determined to give NASA the benefit of the doubt and to assume that the
agency conducted a reasonable, good faith search -- especially given that NASA itself
had decided back in June that its initial response to CFi's FOIA request was woefully
inadequate,” continued Helfrich. “But our trust in NASA's reliability proved to be far too
generous. It is difficult not to conclude that NASA's response was simply a ploy to
undercut the force of CFi's press conference and the audience for its documentary on
Kecksburg.”

“"NASA's stonewalling leaves us no choice,” said Rothschild. "We intend to file a lawsuit

in U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia in the coming weeks — as soon as our

attorneys tell us that we have officially exhausted all administrative procedures so as to
comply with the requirements of the court.”

SCI FI Channel’s Hammer also announced that on Friday, November 21 at 9-11 PM
(ET/PT), SCI FI will broadcast “Kecksburg UFO: New Evidence,” a new special on the
Kecksburg UFO incident with updates on the lawsuit, as well as new information and
interviews that shed more light on the mysterious 1965 crash.



I EN" Ifrict
Partner. Lobel, Novins and Lamont
Executive Summary

October 21, 2003

My name is Lee Helfrich. I'm a partner at the law firm of Lobel, Novins and Lamont and have
been assisting the Coalition for Freedom of Information (CFi) with its Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) initiative. I've been asked to give you a very brief summary today. No one up here
with me seems to appreciate — that as a lawyer — I get paid by the word.

When CFi started its FOIA initiative a year ago, it faced two hurdles. The first is what we've
termed the “ridicule” factor. The second was the bureaucratization of the government’s FOIA
process.

The Kecksburg incident - like many others — is viewed as a "UFO” story. Taday, those three
letters are associated in the public’s mind with entertainment and Star 7rek conventions. That
we are entertained by the unknown and the prospect for the future is certainly okay, What is
not okay is when the popular culture or conventional wisdom overwhelms and excludes the
search for real answers. As today’s newspapers repeatedly remind us, the line between official
fact and fiction is not all that clear.

What today we call the "UFO phenomenon” began as a taxpayer funded, government internal
security program administered by the U.S. Air Force. Any object that entered U.S. air space
that could not be immediately identified was an “"Unidentified Flying Object” — a term coined by
the military. Initially, the public was asked by the government itself to report incidents like
Kecksburg.

During the time period of Kecksburg, however, the government was also reorganizing this
“homeland”security program = a not uncommeon bureaucratic maneuver. A by-product of the
government’s reorganization effort was the re-definition of a "UFO” investigation as an inquiry
about space aliens, To patronize and trivialize the honest reports and questions of citizens,
whose lives and communities were impacted by a government program Is, in my opinion,
disgraceful.

In today’s environment, the public is often reminded that premature disclosure of government
information could harm legitimate national security and law enforcement efforts. The FOIA
balances the goal of open government with the government’s need for temporary secrecy. At
some paint in time, however, secrets become stale, and the government’s activities, in the
words of the Supreme Court, should "be opened to the sharp eye of public scrutiny.” This is not
an effort to revise history, but to complete it.

As summarized in a 1997 report of a congressional commission, the reality is that access
delayed is access denied. Since its enactment in 1966 — and despite its lofty goals — FOIA has
become user unfriendly — a bureaucratic maze that can be pursued only by those with
extraordinary patience and pocketbooks. An example of this is CFi's experience with the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration — NASA.



In response to CFi's first request letter, NASA came back relatively quickly with a “no records”
response. This was one of the many “go away” responses that CFi expected to receive from the
federal government at the outset of its FOIA initiative. Most FOIA practitioners steer clear of
pursuing "no records” responses, because, to prevail, the requester most show that the agency
did not conduct a reasonable, good faith search — a showing that requires the FOIA requester to,
in essence, produce government documents responsive to his/her own FOIA request. CFi was
prepared to do this — indeed, as you know, it is actively pursuing a parallel investigation. As a
result, CFi won its administrative appeal of NASA’s “no records” response. CFi has now waited
patiently for four months for NASA to produce the results of its promise to conduct an
“expedited” search.

For over forty years, we lived with the Cold War and all the fear it engendered. The “UFO
phenomenon” — whether it coincided with that War or was a product of it — is an important
chapter in our government’s operations and our history. As Kecksburg demonstrates, it still has
an impact on real people and real communities, who have no agenda other than obtaining
honest answers. Aliens may not have invaded Kecksburg in December 1965, but the U.S.
military surely did.

In my opinion, Congress did not intend to force the public to litigate over its own history.
Unfortunately, the government has created FOIA process in which litigation has become a
necessary evil. “Freedom of Information” is being held hostage to a sometimes hostile, and
definitely byzantine bureaucracy. For a democracy, that deserves much more ridicule than
legitimate curiosity about crop circles or extraterrestrial life.

W



Statement Of Lee E. Helfrich
Lobel, Novins & Lamont

October 21, 2003

My name is Lee Helfrich, and I'm a partner at the law firm of Lobel, Novins & Lamont. I am, of
course, the lawyer on Coalition for Freedom of Information’s Kecksburg team and have been
overseeing CFi's Freedom of Information Act initiative, which was announced nearly a year ago.
CFi is currently seeking access to documents related to the Kecksburg incident from the
Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force and the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration — NASA.

Before rattling my legal saber and announcing a charge into court, I think its worthwhile to
emphasize that neither I nor my clients had any delusions CFi's FOIA initiative was going to be
anything other than an uphill battle. Many of you have probably suffered from FOIA frustration.
And, thanks to the many dogged reporters and investigators out there, CFi knew what to expect
in terms of the government’s response to its FOIA requests. CFi was not disappointed - for over
a year it received various versions of “go away” from various different Departments and sub-
agencies. Because of CFi's parallel investigative effort, it was prepared in advance to play that
game.

But before sharing FOIA anecdotes, I think its important to underscore that CFi’s FOIA initiative
had another strike against it at the start — the conventional wisdom about “"UFOs".

When CFi first came to my firm with its proposal, my first response was to laugh. In my
dictionary, those three letters — UFO - spelled ridicule. I didnt spend three years in law school,
a year at Harvard doing graduate work on the First Amendment, and 20 years in practice to
become known as “ET’s lawyer.” If it weren't for the credibility, talent and support of the people
who were involved - John Podesta, Leslie Kean, Ed Rothschild, History Associates, the Sci Fi
Channel, among others — I would not have given this proposal a second thought. No one I know
of has ever gotten rich off litigating FOIA cases.

There is no doubt that a lot of the stuff out there on the "UFO phenomenon” is hard to swallow,
For example, to this day, I still fall within that category of people who think “crop circles” are the
product of pranksters with way too much time on their hands. But, let's face it, you can't pick up
a newspaper today without being reminded that the line between official fact and fiction isn't all
that bright. The Freedom of Information Act was intended to give the public access to all the
facts so that they could draw the line themselves. As summarized in a recent Washington Post
Op-Ed, the government is not entitled to “promulgate an official version of history and to deride
as untrustworthy any challenges to their account.”

The conventional wisdom about UFOs — that it concerns small, green alien creatures — is
historically inaccurate. For at least 20 years, the United States Air Force — from the late 1940s



through the 1960s — actively investigated reports of unknown airborne objects entering U.S. air
space - this was, at the time, part and parcel of our "homeland security” program during the
height of the Cold War. The U.S. military coined the term “unidentified flying object”, which like
almost everything else in the government, soon became known by its acronym “UFQ”. Like
today, the public was encouraged to report the unknown. Given the time period, it should not be
surprising that the government’s primary focus was on foreign, not alien, spying, but initially the
latter was not an officially excluded possibility.

Somewhere along the line, the UFO program became politically disfavored. The official definition
of "UFO" was narrowed to “my favorite martian” and the official position was “no proof.” In
modern terms, "UFOs” were politically incorrect. Citizens who reported UFOs — thinking they
were doing just what the government had “asked of them” — were patronized, marginalized, and
ridiculed. The Air Force, rest assured, was still tracking and investigating unknown airborne
objects entering U.S. air space. But in true bureaucratic form, that part of the old "UFO” project
was spun off in an agency reorganization, and became one of many classified “national security”
programs.

The Kecksburg incident was selected as CFi's FOIA pilot, in part, because it occurred during the
time of this reorganization and transformation of the federal government’s "UFO” inquiries. The
old Air Force UFO program — called Project Blue Book — was still in operation, but was in the
process of being dismantled. The official and publicly available Blue Book file on Kecksburg is
interesting mostly because of what it does not contain. What the file does contain are messages
between the Blue Book office and the Pentagon exhibiting a curious preoccupation of what to tell
the media, with the end result being a decision, completely unsupported at the time, to say it
was a “meteorite.” The paucity of documentation in the public file is out of sync with the degree
of military interest in the incident as reflected in contemporaneous radio and newspaper
accounts.

And then, on the human side, there was Kecksburg — a sleepy little Pennsylvania village chock
full of witnesses who would not come forward at the time because of a sense of patriotism, a
fear of retaliation, or the anxiety of embarrassment. One resident at CFi's town meeting
explained that he never came forward until recently because of the “ridicule” factor. At the same
time, there is nearly universal agreement with the comment of a retired Kecksburg firefighter
that the U.S. doesn't send out the military to check into “shooting stars.” No where on the
Pennsylvania turnpike will you see a billboard enticing you to “visit the alien museum and theme
park of Kecksburg, PA!l" After nearly 40 years, the residents of Kecksburg still don't know what
happened, but also don't want to be dismissed as “kooks.”

Personally, I believe that citizens deserve more honesty and respect from their government.
Aliens may not have invaded Kecksburg in December 1965, but the U.S. military surely did.

Coincidentally, shortly after Kecksburg — in 1966 — Congress enacted the Freedom of Information
Act so that “any person” could make a request to review documentation relating to the operation
of the federal government. As the Supreme Court held: “[dlisclosure, not secrecy, is the
dominant objective of the Act.” “[T]he FOIA's central purpose is to ensure that the
Government’s activities be opened to the sharp eye of public scrutiny.” Put simply, people have



a right to know what their government is up to and why.

Congress recognized that there should be exceptions to immediate public disclosure. Over the
past few months, the news media has reported on some of the current efforts to delay release of
information that, for example, could harm national security or law enforcement interests.
Congress, however, intended to put the burden on the government to prove that documents
should not be released for public inspection — the presumption of FOIA is open government.

Unfortunately, the government’s view of its obligations to the public under FOIA has never been
in sync with Congress’s original intent.

Take for example the FOIA bureaucracy. Not only does each federal department have a FOIA
office; typically each agency within a Department will have a FOIA office. Each Department will
have its own set of regulations applying the FOIA. The Defense Department regulations, for
example, number over 50 pages; each page contains two columns of rules in small print.

Somewhere in every department’s set of regulations will be the “helpful” advice that your FOIA
request will be processed more quickly if it is directed to the appropriate subagency. For the
DoD that will not only include its own subagencies, but also the Departments of the Army, Air
Force, etc and each of those Departments’ respective subagencies and regulatory tomes. Even
assuming that an agency name explains its function, the constancy of government reorganization
makes even this first step inordinately difficult. In CFi's case the Headquarters, U.S. Army
Support Detachment, Oakdale, PA facility is now called the Charles E. Kelly Support Facility. In
1965, Oakdale was under the jurisdiction of a Fort Custer in Michigan, it now reports to Fort Dix
in New Jersey.

To make this maze more user non-friendly, there is typically an address hidden within the
regulations where the public can write in the event that there “is uncertainty” about what
subagency might have the record being sought. CFi wrote to one of the DoD offices for the
“uncertain”, which responded that it did not have the documents CFi requested because DoD’s
FOIA program was “decentralized” — in other words the burden is on the public to figure out the
agency paper trail. Fortunately, because of CFis research, FOIA requests were also made to DoD
agencies on various rungs of the bureaucratic ladder.

If you can get beyond the “who's on first” phase of the FOIA, you get to move to the “name that
document phase”. The Army, for example, told CFi that we had not described what we wanted
with sufficient specificity to enable it to even conduct a FOIA search. Its regulation on specificity
advises the public to provide “descriptive information” that “is event related and includes the
circumstances that resulted in the record being created or the date and circumstances
surrounding the event the record covers.” Apparently, for the Army, CFi's data establishing, inter
alia, the participation of the Army, and military personnel from the U.S. Army Support
Detachment in Oakdale, Pennsylvania in a publicly acknowledged investigation of an unknown
object reported at 4:45 pm and referred to the military shortly thereafter by the Pennsylvania
State Police on December 9, 1965 didn't give the Army a clue about where to start looking.

A variation on the same theme was NASA’s “no records” response to CFi’s first request letter.



CFi, however, was prepared to show NASA that documents did exist in its files. This resulted in a
successful administrative appeal on a particularly difficult FOIA issue. Most FOIA practitioners
steer clear of pursuing “no records” responses. Since winning the administrative appeal, CFi has
waited patiently for four months for NASA to realize on its promise for an “expedited” response.

Responses like these are not atypical and certainly do not capture the full extent of the FOIA run-
a-round. Thus, even if you know document’s title, author and location, bureaucratic roadblocks
still abound and FOIA officers spend an inordinate amount of time looking for ways to deny the
public access to documents that they concede exist. The Justice Department’s “"Overview”
manual on application of FOIA exemptions by federal agencies is over 980 pages long and two
inches thick. A handy supplement is its 560 page case list.

Through its research, CFi knew that earlier attempts to access documents related to the “UFO
phenomenon” had been denied based “national security” classification; a somewhat odd
classification for material related to a subject which the government formally declared in 1969
did not pose a threat to national security. In an exercise of common sense, the Clinton
Administration issued an Executive Order in 1996, which was intended to open for public review
older classified records. The following year, a congressional commission issued a report finding
that not much declassification had yet occurred, which was at least in part due to many years of
rubber stamping classifications on documents that posed little if any threat other than
embarrassment. The Bush Administration, of course, has tightened the classification program —
still, documents as old as those relating to Kecksburg remain presumptively open.

But even if you can escape the classification “tug of war”, there is still the “needle in the
haystack”. All over the country there are government warehouses filled with tons of boxes of
history, the volume of which Increases every year. What is legitimately classified today may be
lost in the black hole of the federal records management system. In short, access delayed may
very well be access denied. Indeed, one of the warehoused boxes that CFi identified as
containing “UFO" material is listed on the official warehouse index as “lost.” It was lost after a
FOIA request by Kecksburg resident. This isn't fiction, its fact — and any speculation therefrom is
solely the responsibility of government secrecy, aided and abetted by record management
disarray and bureaucratic inertia.

In short, the government’s FOIA process is a game of attrition. For those with patience and a
pocketbook — like CFi — playing the litigation card has become a necessary evil. Moreover, more
and more litigation is not aimed at ending the game, but is simply a strategic phase aimed at
putting pressure on a bureaucracy that views FOIA requesters as the “enemy"” or a “nuisance”.
In my opinion, this is not what Congress intended Iin 1966~ judicial review was supposed to be
the exception, not the rule. But then again, Congress also intended public disclosure to be the
rule, not the exception. The public should not have to litigate over its history.

For forty years, we lived with the Cold War and all the fear it engendered. Indeed, one of the
most noted “"UFO de-bunkers” has theorized that the Soviet Union had a vested interest in
maintaining the "UFO myth” in order to cover up military and “space race” mistakes of the

1960s. What our institutional incentives were remain hidden. The UFO phenomenon - whether
it coincided with that War or was a product of it - is as an important chapter in our government’s



operations and our history. It still has impact on real people and real communities.

In the last few years, a spate of books have been published about the Cold War, some have
been serious, like John Earl Haynes and Harvey Klehr's “In Denial,” and some silly, like Ann
Coulter's "Treason.” It is an interesting that these new revelations and spins are in large part
due to information from the archives of the Soviet Union, which became available, albeit
temporarily, only after its collapse. The healthy historical debate continues, but based upon
documentary snippets that take the dialogue to a new level only because of the collapse of a
major power, some of the files of which were opened for a short time while it was reorganizing
its own government. As Marquette University’s Athan Theoharis, a leading Cold War scholar, has
noted, these new books and the new information raise further questions about the official
version of our history, and what our government was doing and why. These efforts don't revise
history, they complete it.

On our side, unfortunately, “Freedom of Information” is still being held hostage to a sometimes
hostile, and definitely byzantine bureaucracy. In a democracy that deserves more ridicule than
legitimate curiosity about crop circles and extraterrestrial life.

A\



Background on the Kecksburg Incident

An object landed in the tiny town of Kecksburg, PA on December 9, 1965. It was
observed as a fireball in the sky across several U.S. states and Canada. Four witnesses
have provided independent, corroborated descriptions of the object and its location in the
Kecksburg woods. Dozens of others - including fire fighters, newspaper reporters, and a
news director at radio station WHJB who was on the scene taping interviews - describe
the military presence at the crash site, the cordoning off of the area, and the retrieval of
an object transported by an army truck. Many witnesses have provided signed affidavits
for investigator Stan Gordon, who has been working on the case for over three decades.

(For more information, see Gordon’s website at hitp:/www. westol.com/~paufo.)

At the scene, officials told residents that a meteor crashed. The next day, the U.S.
Government declared that nothing fell that night and nothing was found. This is the
official U.S. Government position. However, witness reports and newspaper articles at
the time clearly establish that something fell and that it maneuvered in the sky before
impact. In all likelihood, the object was either a highly advanced space probe or an
unknown object from outer space.

The files of Project Blue Book, the official Air Force investigation into UFOs terminated
in 1969, state that no space debris entered our atmosphere that day. “Aluminum type”
fragments were retrieved in Michigan and sent to Project Blue Book. (Where are they
now?) A Blue Book memo says that no object was found in Pennsylvania. (Blue Book
only had a “Secret” clearance and had the role of reporting information to the public; it is
likely that the retrieval of this object was classified higher than Secret and thus Blue
Book may not have been informed.)

A Russian space probe, Cosmos 96, malfunctioned on the same day as the Kecksburg
object, and this has been suggested by some as a plausible explanation. However, data
provided by the US Space Command shows that Cosmos 96 came down over Canada at
3:18 am; the crash in Kecksburg occurred at approximately 4:45 pm. Orbital coordinates
obtained from the Goddard Space Center also prove that Cosmos 96 did not come down
in Kecksburg. The Russian Space Agency (equivalent of our NASA) stated that it could
make no correlation between Cosmos 96 and the incident at Kecksburg. The Russian
Embassy also stated that there is no proof that any Soviet spacecraft landed in Kecksburg,
In addition, witness descriptions of the object do not fit the size or other characteristics of
Cosmos 96 or possible debris from it, as far as we know,

No matter what it is, the issue here is the public’s right to information, especially 37 years
after the incident.
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Repiy 1o Attn ol

- E"lﬁ%r, FOIA Public Liaison Officer

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Headquarters
Washington, DC 20546- 0001

August 2, 2006
Office of Public Affairs

Ms. Lee Ellen Helfrich
Lobel, Novins & Lamont
1275 K Street, NW

Suite 770

Washington, DC 20005-4048

Dear Ms. Helfrich:

On July 21, 2006, defendant filed its opposition (o plaintiff’s motion for summary
judgment in the Kean v. NASA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) litigation. In the
accompanying declaration of Kellic Robinson, she noted that some potentially responsive
records in two files were being referred lo other agencies for FOIA processing. The
following documents have been reviewed by oulside agencies and are now being
relcased:

(a) 46 pages of documents which originated with the Australian Government.
(Encl 1)

(b) mine pages of a 10 page document from the Smithsonian Institution. (Encl 2)
The remaining page has been referred to the Air Force for its assessment.

(c) 93 pages of documents from the State Department. (Encl 3)

We have also referred 32 pages to the Air Force, including the one described above, for
its assessment and declassification, if appropriate. We are currently waiting for the Air
Force to complete this process.

Lastly, 12 pages of agency documents which were referenced in the February 25, 2004,
statement and adopted in the June 15, 2004, declaration by Stella Luna, NASA Johnson
Space Center FOIA Public Liaison Officer, are also included in this release. (Encl 4)

Sincerely,

Enclosures



Roply ta At at:

Nationzl Aeranautics and
Space Administration

Headquarters
Washington, DC 20546-0001

July 26, 2006 CQ ;‘lo@[g(}'%(o{)fﬁy

HQ 03-181 ol o
FRUS [P

Department of State

Aftention: Chatlene Wright-Thomas ; 1/ T |

Director, Office of IRM Programs and Services, SA-2 l'\q_j N\ L . \ |

5th Floor A — / 6 €,

Washington, D.C. 20522-6001

Dear Ms. Wright-Thomas:

This agency has received a request under the Freedom of Information Act, from the
Leslie Kean, for information concerning NASA agency records.

During a review of responsive records this agency revealed 93 pages documents that
originated from your agency. A copy of their request (encl 1), expanded search criteria
(encl 2) and your documents (encl 3) are forwarded for your appropriate action and direct
reply to the requester,

We request consideration under expedited processing since we are currently under
litigation involving this specific FOIA request and these documents were found during an
additional review of our agency records in response to the requesters Motion for
Summary Judgment to the United States District Court.

We will need an evaluation of your timeline NLT Friday, July 28, 2006 to complete your
processing of this referral. Expedited processing is requested due to the matter being
under litigation. We are required to provide your response to our Assistant United States
Attorney (AUSA) and the US District Court on that estimated processing time.

If I can be of any additional assistance please contact me at (202) 358-2265.

[ trust this will be of assistance to you. m;g

Chief, FOiA Public Liaison Officer

Enclosure(s)
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TEORNCAL NOIE WRE 36

RE-ENTRY OF SPACE VEHIOLE FRACGHENTS
INTERIM ANALYSIS (F THE "BOULLIA BALL'

P.M. Twiss

SUMMARY

A description 1s given of a light metal sphere found in a remote part
of Australia- To test the hypothesis that the sphere came from a space
vehicle, an analysis is made Z? the iikely re—entry history of the sphere
during decey From oircular orbit.

It is concluded that the sphere originated in a U.B. space vehicle in
orbit, and it is shown that the sphere would survive re—entry whethgr or
not it were shielded by additional material burnt or melted off during
re—eniry. Further analysis is indicated which should decide whether
this particular sphere was in fact shielded during part of the re—entry.

POSTAL AINRESS:  The Director, Weapons Rescarch Establishment,
Boux 14248, G.P.0., Adelaide, South Australia.
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1. INTRODUCTIOR

Instances of the successful re-entry of fragments of space boosters(1), and at
least one example of the successful re—entry of fragments from a decaying satellite
vehicle(2) have been reported, Gallaher and Bibulkin(1) have shown that steel
discs may generally be expected to survive re—entry. So far as is known, all
fragments reported have been irregularly shaped and subject to considerable
melting and erosion during re—entry.

On April 8th, 1963, a light sphere. 14.75in. diameter and weighing 11.5 1b,
was discove in a remote part of Australis, the location was spproximately
Latifude 30" 03 S, Longitude 141° 50" E, The sphere was lylng on the surface
of sandy country which is broken wp by some rocky arcas, It is not known how
long the sphere had been there since it was found in an infrequently visited
portion of a 35000 scre grazing area, and investigations of the many reported
sightings of falling objects which were received following subsequent publicity
revealed no relevant information. b June 29th, 1963y a second sphere was &
found mro:ngate],y 40 statute miles HBW of the first sphere, at Latitude 29 32° §,
Longitude 141" 34" E.

‘The first sphere = which has come to be koown as the Boullia Ball, since it was
found on Boullia Station properly — has been examined by staff of Weapons Research
Establishment.  The secoad sphere has received only a cursory cxamination by
W.R.B.j it is approximately 16.6 in. diameter and weighs 21.6 1b.

2. DESORIPTION (F THE BOULLIA RAIL

The Boullia Ball is shown in figure | and a dimensioned sketoh is given in
figure 2¢  The ball is spherical within 0.006 in. except for the small, slightly
flattened area shown and consists of +wo hemispheres welded together, Considering
the weld as the equator; the two bosses are at the poles, ©One of the bosses is a
mounting or locating lug integral with the sphere, while the other (also integral)
provides access to the interior and esrries a threaded portion with a nut. Both
bosses earry small smounts of fused metal; the fused metal in the bole through the
surfacs cffectively seals the sphere.  The thread on the boss and nut conforms to
14in. 14 TPl American Mational Fine; in the condition as found the nut turns quite
frecly on the boss but is prevented from #urning right off by the fused metal at
the end. In the course of examination, the sphere was scctioned through the poles
in a plane at right angles to the equatorial weld. The pressure inside was below
atmospheric; tests for halogen gases were negative.

Analysis of the sphere material carried out by the Defence Standards Laboratories
revealed that it is of titanium 90%, vanadium 4% and aluminiuvm 6%; this
corresponds to ASM B265/58F Grade V. The fused metal on the bosses at the poles
of the sphere is the same alloy with %racesof magnesium, aluminium, iron, copper
and nickel. The sphere is covered with a non-uniform surface residus, mainly black
in colour, this is visible in figure 1, and it gives the appearance of having been
subjected to high temperatures. Microscopic examination of the structure of the
material bears out the belief that the sphere has been exposed to high temperatures,
ASTM B265/580 Grade V ie_an alpha-beta titanium alloy with beta transformation
temperature of 1825 4+ 20°F, (reference 3). The distinct change in structure of
the alloy when heated to or beyond the beta transformation’ temperature makes it

ossible to determine whether this temperature has been reached. Examination ty
efence Standards Laboratories of sections of two diametrically opposite specimens
ramote from the weld) confirmed that the beta traneformation temperature has been
oxceeded at the sphere surface. The transformed structure penetrates to a depth of
only 0.0005 in. approximately, indicating that the majority of the sphere wall has
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® wmﬂ.uzonm generally the method given by Chapman(4).

M‘dl::ﬂ"‘" vt ig basic to all re-entry calmilations, mo it is necessary to fix
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ONCLASEIFIED buise



w

BE 4

o )

UNCLASSFIED Tech. Nole WRE 36
velooity is 0.995 of circular orbit yeloelty, down to an altitude of 100000 £¢.
The terminal flight path angle is 907, and, with ﬂD = 0.1 in the subsonic flow

region, the impact velocity is 2802¢/s.

In estimating the wall temperature rise for the sphere account is taken of the
laminar convective heat input and the surface radiation output; the radiant input
from the gas cap is neglected(7). The sphere is assumed to be rotating during the
re—entxry period, so that the hesat input is uniformly distributed over the surface,
likewise the entire surface is assumed to radiate. HRelsmann and Jurnsy(8) bave
shown thet relatively low rotation rates are adequate to attain the surface
temperature reductions which accompany the rotation. The sphere shell is assumed
to be thermally thin', thus radial temperature gradients are neglected. The total
heat stored in the shell is equated to the resultant inward heat flow, giving:

ﬂ'
Yo 3 = Un " %us (1)

where ¢ is the specific heat of the sphere material.  The specific heat of ASTM
B265/58T Grade V varies(3) with temperature; & constant value of ¢ = 0.23 is
adopted here, this value corresponds to a temperature of 2000 R.

The laminar convective heat transfer to any point on the sphere may he written:

e = K 9y
where 9, is the convective heat transfer at the stagnation point
g is the factor which takes into account the variation in heat
' input over the sphere surface.
Using the expression developed in reference 4:
¥_\& " 2
= 5% (—e———} B.t.0. /24" sec (2)
% D 428 Gos® ¢ :
where § is a dimensionless function proportional to the heating rate
@ is the local flight path angle.
The variation of K, adopted for the windward hemisphere is that due to Lees(9),
and K, 1is assumed constant over the leeward hemisphere at its valua at ,,o to
the flow. Integration over the sphere surfaoce yields:

qi‘ = 0.335 9, 8
Hence, by substitution in{2):

-

= 684 —3 (3)
Yn Cos®
In evaluating q from Chepman's Z functions it is assumed that g and hence 4y

are zero at u = 0.995, The variation of the aerodynamic heating rate with
altitude from equation(3) is shown in figure 5.
The total surface radiated heat output is given by:

Yyt " 53'1'"5 (4)
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where € is the surface emissivity
B is the Stefan-Boligmann constant.

The emissivity is taken to be “tha$ of pure titenlum oxidised grey (referemce 3),
hence € = 0.55, and is roughly constant above 1000°R. This value far € is
probably conserveiive, so »esulte are also given for €= 0.7, 0.8.

Substitution of equations (3) and (4) in equation (1), together with appropriate
values of the constants, yields the following differential equation for sphere wall
ternperature;

d‘l" 5
-—-nasg_q_,._

- 107 %
dt CosS g~ 086 X

4 ' (5
€ny

(n the assumption that the sphere is rotating bafore re—entry, the initial
temperature can be estimated by the method of Schmidt and Hanawalt(10)) the
initial temperature adopted bere is 500 8. Equation (5) has been integrated

for € = 0.55, 0.T and 0,85 the resulting wall temperafures are shown as functlens
of altitude in figure &.

Subsequent to this analysis, the results of Gazley and Maeson(11) for the
gpimning Vanguard satellite were discovered in reference 12, (the original sowros
is upavailable). Thelr results are compared with the present ones for & = 0.8
in figure 7. It is apparent that very different valuse for the initial
temperature of the sphereg in orbit have been assumed, but that the re-anizy
temperatures histories are roughly comparable,

4. DISCUSSION AFD OONCIIRENS

It is immedistely apparent fpom figurs 6 that the sphere may be expescted to
survive re-entry by decsy from olrcoular orbil, as the skin temperaturc never
reaches the melting temperature, It i3 felt that 2 surface emissivity of at
least 0.7 would apply because of the blackened oxide coating on the aﬂkin surface,
hence the peak tempsrature reached during re-cntry would be about 300" F below
the temperature nt whish melting first occurs with this material. It is not
known what units were oonnected to the bosses. but if,"=2s scems likely, these
were oomparatfvely thin pipes or atructwsl members, then melting of these unite
could quite easily ocour owing to their small heat sspaeity, while the main
sphere remained Bolid.

Study gf the materlsl structure chows thail temperatures of the order of those
indieeted fa figure f have been reached on the outer surfass of the sphere.
However, it seeros likely that with sush a good heet condustor as the sphere,
alloy, the high temperaturss would penetrate further into the skin then the
micro-enalysis shows. This would appear to indioate thal the sphere was
shielded during at least part of the re—entry, and that after the shield was
burnt off the sphere was subjected to a heat pulse of shorter duration than that
indicated in figure 5. The discovery of the second spherc so close to the Boullia
Ball is strong svidence that break-up of the main vehicle structure sarrying the
balls cocurred after re—entry, rather than at some earlier time during arbit. Tho
lack of significant radiation ecewat reported earlier ceuld also be construed se
being due to the sphere being well shislded by the space vehicle structure until
late in the orbit life; haowever, the paucity of the radiation evidence, and the
unkmown length of time between re—entry end discovery preclude much weight being
given to this evidence, An attempt is being meds to snawer this qucstion as to
whether or not the sphere wes shielded during part of its re—entry, by solution of
the equations for temperature gradient in the skin when subjected to the transisnt
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ing rate shown in figure 5. If, as seems likely, the solution indicates a
déeper penetration of the beta transformation temperature than the micro structure
demonstrates, it may be concluded.that ghielding did ocour during part of the
re-entry. It will not be possible to work back from the measured tration
of the beta transformation temperature to determine the point at the
shielding disintegrated because of the impossibility of fixing the sphere tempera-
ture when initially exposed to the stream, Also, the velocity and trajectory
story of the shielded sphere would be markedly different from those calculated
here for the sphere, so these further initial conditions for computatiom of the
sphere temperature hiptory following lose of the shielding would be wnavailable.
Though all the evidence is circumstantial, there can be little doubt that the
Bee111da and its companion were ance part of a space booster, ar a space maft.
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published 5
titanium spheres en board. To have reached their final impact points by ballistic
sub-orbital flight from the major US. launching sites on the east and west coasts
of USA. would have required flight path angles at re-entry which would have
rgsulted in almost certain destruction of the balle = re-entry at an angle of only
4" would result in an increase in pesk heating rate of wore than 50% over that
experienced during orbital decay, and even though the £light time from re-entry to
impact is considerably reduced when re-entry occurs at a finite angle, the
temperatures induced would be sufficient to destyoy an unprotected ephere of this
type; most prchably, destruction would also cccur with shielding present during
part of the re-entry, unless very special shields were used.

Hence it is concluded that the Boullia Ball was once part of a US.
wvehicle in crbit. The really interesting point brought out is that the sphere
woaild survive re-entry by decay from circular orbit without any shielding;
whether this particular sphere was shielded or not should be answer=d by the
further analysis.
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cross—sectional area of sphere

Stefan-Boltmsann comstant, 0.48 x 1077 B.t.u.fﬂ’ seo’R*
specific heat, B.tu./10°R

drag coefficient

acceleration due to gravity, 322 ft/s

q

T
Knudsen number

convective heat transfer rate per unit area

convective heat transfer rate atl slagnation point

dimensionless function proportional to heat transfer
rate (referemce 4)

radins of sphere, ft
surface area of sphere, f4¢

temperature of sphere surface, %

ratio of velocity component normal to radius vector to
circular erbital velocity

weight of sphere, 1b
emissivily of sphere surface

flight path angle relative to loocal horicontel
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the hypothesis that the sphere came from & mpace -
vehicle, an snzlywis is mads of the likely re—entry
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wphere found in s remote part of Ausiralia. To test
| the hypothesis that the sphere came from s spaca
vehicle, an znalysis is made of the likely re-enmiry
history of the sphere during decay from oiroular orbis.
It 1a concluded that tha sphere originated in s
U,5. epace vehiols 4n orbit, and 4t 15 shown that the
sphere would survive re—entry whethsr or not it were
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2 - AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
: WASHINGTON, D. C.

-

“S~._ DFFICE OF THE DEFINCE

WESERREH AND DEYELOPMEAT ATTACHE
200! COMMECTICUT AVERUE, N, W.
WABNINGTON, B, & 2ieIe (8O J837)
IELEPHONE DECATUR 5280

W RETLY PLrkid aeentr 1504.m A.ugust 3, 1955

Office of the Assistant Administrator for
International Affairs

National Aeronautics & Space Administration
Washington DO

Attn: M¥r, G. Jones

Dear M‘,

Further to our discussion of a week or so
I an enclosing a wp¥ of a letter I have written fe Haﬁu'
o

Office, Department Supply, regarding the recovered
pressure vehicles, 5 | you agree that fhis represents

a reasonable interpreiation of our discussion; I shall
keep you informed of fature developments.

With best wishes,

Yours sincercly,

Dformts

P.
Defence R & D Attache

uuG23




OFFICE OF THE DEFEMCE
RESERRCH mnbl\'ln:;ﬂh ATTAGHE ¥ AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
T s st WASHINGTON, D. C.

wons nesewesn  1501,/02 August 3, 1965

.
"o

Secretary
artment of Supply

Attny Mr, H.7. Homewnod

Dear

Recovered Pressure Vehigles

With reference to lhe above sub er.:t and gart_lcnlar

in relation to the !ml'pamraph n: our 151'/1&1/3 o ﬂ’ul: 7

I recently had & discossion with NAS 0ffipe concerning

g:c\rem position regarding thesa rnwersa plecas of apace
hicles. As you probab {airrl { , these nghcmn were parl

of Agena vellolss uund bot and tha USAP or 8 variety

of svasae research roles. It is npot Jmown (aor at least X -h not

tnld) whioh particular laungh vehicles thsss come from,

suppose i f we really wished we could obtain this 1n.‘tﬂrlnt1u if

1% i1s of any walos 1o us,

(h the subjeat of where |hesa nnﬁnl phowld
eventually reside, %heHASA feeling ls thnt ¥ wauld very muoh
like to re¥ain the apg Pa A8 § ahd %o place it in the
Smithsordinn Institute an Agena vehisle
recently pressnied to the Smithmonian hy tlu Leoithewd: organization.
Their general plan would be to have the fact ¥hat this pressure
vechicle wae recovered in tacy in Australia and 10 show 1t alongside
the identical bottle when installed in the vehicle. Netarally
with this intention iN mind NASA ie very relucant (0 cut $his

her- or to section 1t m almvay They have a stad that

ﬁ nﬁulﬂ be very happ g;lt on display the fact thht this

been ducovcres Macldpnen, This display wounld

prabably eomprise of & phuto h of Mr. Mackinnon plus various
photographs showing the lnca ity in whoih it wae found together
with sny other relavant on which might; be considered
agpropriate

With regard to the first sghere, 1 onderstand that

' both halves are in the U.8. and that HASA would bc willing to

supply # portion of ma balf for any use we may wish, I am not
sire exaotly low both these halves have been commdtied RASA but
I would appreciate re¢siving your advice regarding what Turther
action yon would like me Yo talte,

en, the U.8. 18 very keen {0 retain the
second ball ln 1ts unuimo pondition and is willing to acknow-
ledge its reaovery in ralia in $he autmmlu exhibit. With
ra ard (o the firet sphere, 1f we wish t o0 heve a piiboe for wse in
torie musam I @n sure ‘Illli the U8, would be yilling to make
m approprizte piece available

Wiih beat wishes,
neerely,

0e0: Mr, C. Jones, AASA D. BARNSLEY, Defente Mt

by
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ONCE OF TNx ORIENCE . AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
REVEALEN ;:im ATTADSE fre= s WABHINGTON, D. C.
wAamRteE, B B 3OAAS
LU L T AT l-um
e 2953/22 23rd Novembex, 1966.

Office of International Prograames,
Ntuoul Acronuutics & Space Admindstration,
400 Merylacd Avenus, S.¥W.,

Bt Grcatons Suanere

Dear Carl,

You will recall thet in Mey last you wrote to M¥, Barsley in ocouonsction with
the Bouilla and Johnson Balls and in particular requested: -

(e) A phatograph of the finder.
(b) A nap indicating the location &f the BE, 8turt Station, and
(¢} A photograph of the srea where the sphere wusr found

Dos Eaxmaley forwaxded this request 1o Supply Headgquarters and I have now
recelved a reply from Mr, ¥. I, Hooewood

As a matter of record, the brief history provided by NAA credits Mx. Kelth
Mokienon with finding the Bell wheress, in fact, it was lscovered by a

named Jobuson who wexigfor Mz, McEinmen, The latter is the Manager of the Mt. Sturt
Station and it sas he who made the Ball available to the Department of Supply.

The best we can do is to provide a photogrmaph of Mr, Mellizmon with the Zall
showing also the tyg of country in which the 3all ewss found) 2nd & mep indicating
the location of the Stuxt Station. I therefore have plessure in enclosing these
( hexewith and hope they will be of use to you and to the Ssdthacnien Institution.

ﬁ* _,.J Yours sincerely,
f»M. . R.? q..'ffi”

R I, GAMAQD
K*‘:_t; ('“b Defence i inent Attache.
[l
Ak wlorind et
o 3t "“ .
~(_“_H. L3 b Gt °;;t:
5,_& L‘-&ﬁ“‘*_“-‘ ata abhy
ST S "‘1"‘»
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&T:: g:rm hﬂmﬁlﬂ-" - AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
20 ERAET AVeRi, 5, ¥, WASHINGTON, D. C.

WABELITE L B, S}

-

Wy paase secs 90 412/R2 February 19, 1964

Assistant Admiuistraior

International Programs

National Aeronautics & %pace Administration
Avenue, 3.W.

Altention: Mr, J. Morrison

Dear é /

~ Youwill recall that recently we had discussions
rcﬁardm the sphere which was found in Australia last year
and that L mentioned that Peter Twige hagngrcgarcd & paper
dealing with the re-entry of the object that he proposes
to submit %$his to the American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics for publication in their Journal, As I mentioned
to you this report stated that the object was almost certainly
of American origin. Yo alse had no objection to the publication
of a paper containing such a remark and requested that 1f possible
could you obtain a copy of Peter's draft. I am enclosing oy
office ¢ of this draft which you may have on loan but 1 f you
wish to a copy for your own use I have no objection. I
hope that you find the informetion contained in 5 report
of some interesf and T am sure tlhgr Peter m:g \:rould be
happy to ¢ in any technical discussions that may arise
concemi.n;nﬁ!% s:_;bjec¥ matter. I should appreciate the return
of the original in due course.

With best wishes,

D, gmagsr " l.opg
Defence Research & Development
Attache
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RESANCH AND DEVELGMEENT ATTACHE & = STAALL.N EL2. ¥
i WaSs. 3red, DG

o e o v 9912/R2 Februsry 45, §:

Apgsistant Administrator
Laternational Pr

ogTens
Rational Asrorautics & ‘E'lplu adninisiretion

400 muﬁ Aveouz, 3.

Atsention: Mr, J. MorTison

oo

. \Lm will recall thai recently we bad dipc.s
re 1.z the sphere widch wes founé ip Acstralie le.
mﬁ:m mentioned that Peter Twins had e
dealing with the re-entry of the objest that he 35

4o submit this {0 the American Institate of hmi-:t]n

spmpEupe

Astronnutics fof publication 1n fheir Jonresl, t Ja
to you this report stuted thats the object wes almost . i
of rionn origin.  You also hed mo objsction to'tla \raoan

of a paper containing such a remarik and requested $hes 1 :aille
could you obtain a copy of Poter's draft, i em endl:e” 5 .
office of this draft whish you mey have on loan dul 1. .a
wisk to ncke a _cogy for your owa use I have np objeeiic -

hi that you find the informeiion contained in this ». =

of some interest aod I sm sure that Peter Twiss woulf °

heppy to @ in any technical discussions That ney (B
concerning the subject matter. I should appreoiefs A, ¥ 22
of the original in due courss,

With best wishes,

Yoore sincerely,

m@u:vwaifs&.

D. BAENSLEY
Defence Hepearch & Ds.elopnont
Atkzgke
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.éMITHSONIAN INSTITUTIC.

ASTROPHYSICAL O3SERVATORY
50 GARDEN STREET CAMIAIDOL MASSACHUSETTS O2138

Febreesy 1, 1965

= Ieo X Xcernet‘w
Office of lianned Sneea Flight .
J"TJ'-‘JJ.G TR i O'F‘EI'E Lionsg

...n'.\ Hepssuorierg
. - -~
Veshinztc., De Co 20545

I=or Iec:

Ca ey, Jumwasy 29, I wes visitsd by Majors Albert Macsata
v Fatalehuci, U.§8 Air Foree, Henscon FPield, Bedford, Mass
7i.l% Ji. on behelf of the Formign Technology group at Wright-
fapsee Ade sopee Esse.  Presumaply "his I's @& ~Auw Force eontact
vorch you hid <ald {0 expect.

The l_ir “a:ce o2cers yere affordsd an opporturity to exsmine
-2 larlo Obigsss  1m edéition, they wore given a documsat contalning
“:za TI76S of test 574 one figure describing the discovery of the

_czots =4 o descripiion of them, A cooy of this docusent is enclosed
for yoo- informetion. A cover page hes been added rafe’-aacz.ng mSG 563,

:-;.:-1 31‘::% i‘etﬁe hxlo mcﬁmgio-r?pﬁsog I‘tzﬁggngjects. 1dgnhc%ﬁd

<o Ghe get walch we transmitted to you on Janusry £9.

For znnlysis 2t the Foreign Technology leborctories,
-_.* Force representztives were given four small gpecimens: A s=nple
the fabric lamirste fyom piece zo, i, a exple of "eshestos®
c:_::osit_c:.u of piece no. %, & eemie of the gesket m=terial in piece
2%. 3, z=Z a portion of the charred fabrie enlarged im one of the
riotogriosiss

liajor Macsata promised %0 ralsy to us any findings from these
c==les which come to his attertion.

3"...:::&1'&13 yours,

[t

(Ihe.:les A. Tondguist
Assistant Dirsctor




SMIESONTAR DSTTTUTION
ASTROPIICICAL ORSIRVATORY

Technieal Ttzport Mo, 1
¥ 563

Preliminaxy Raport .
Tha Merlo Objccte '

Jemary 29, 1965
Caubridgs, Massachusetts 02138
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1. Diraoary of the objecis. £

©ta Frmanry 15, 1995, 9 Ssdficanion Astropbysieal Obzarving
+.3don 23 7illa Dalores, Mgeating, sent the folloving TVX te the SAD
_t‘rru:r?t =5 i Cuchridpo, 1osu.:

T3 CUTOTA BPADIR OOSIDD A POOTR OF AT OJTOT HAT FEIL
-....3 SNTOZA O ST 14, O WA FEOTO IT IOTT LIXE
T.-n 0F A RORCIT L'..{ZI. S TS OLITCYP ISASULSE 5 1IZTSS

4]

IR

1073 1 10TR 20 T DITITIR AT APPROYTIATELY 70 XTTOS WIIGHT.

PRI O TEE CATIIT AT O LTS NASA 1003, TS OWUECT

X ETTOTROATEIY oS T.*';r:.-zm I3 OF OM3 CEIDETR IIA.
D TIT.D SRS IR mAmaLT.

r.':'r SUNTSOT, A METIL SPITTE r_.nom FOIL IT/AR CORDOBA OF

OSSR 25 AT 10%7. ITANGSIIrs ATD 82 CCEMSTnRSs I

DI TR AR ASMONDIDILY B0 X108 HIICND, DIATETAECALLY

FRRDHSTLELE) 00 I8 YA plsvy 4 ::;:: T 0 UFS OF TOEANS AT ARE .

TANAIERIC. T OBJESE CADRTD 1D IDSCRIPTION TUD SHOTES

NS AT m‘:.::.' a"*) =T CCHOURD WAS DURIED ARQUSD THS

CTIOD. WD 4SS AT TISTEIT,

053 ONJESTS A53 ICRCTTTY AT T CORDOBA AERGEAUTICAL IITT.

R CIOTIAL TV T3, WE ARE CHRCKING TIE FEraRs

A0 VIIL TR YR r-c.?-zn. "

15201272 JIE

Thin pr osogs s Polloved on Jomuory 20 by tha resasge:

I IETRORS 20 R 16/7107Z W2 HAVE FURTEIR EIRORT OF ORER

(Y08 OF POCSIEIS SoACT MATTRIAL, WO NOW EAVE I GUR EANDS
T FIN0CS OF NATMTAT LMI0R fPOERI 70 IE 07 ISULATOD
[UITY, TEDS FISES AT RUSTALLY BUTIED AID IT EaS ETEN

TTIGNTTD TP T O3ITCT TRGE VTICH TINY CALE IS 80 ¢ LTOTR.

TE TICTD 90 PIX P OLISCT I THE MONONG FOR DRPLCTION.
20/2053 JA%

Tulz lost growp of cbjests was fourd oa the side of a hill in yocky
Wrmiin moryr 22 villege of Harlo, Provicse of Sox Tals. Perconmel of
1o Obzoawing Stetion vislited &in :its (iisve thas objosts werw found,
Troy cont & WX on 27 Jon. vhizh f2alwlnd the folleicg cosmemingys

FOLILTTG OUR TRVTT ¥ O COIODAL VITESS OF T
RIODY VI8 S0URID O, <3 OUTIUIONTIO BRA. TIRSTRA O3
VD fSETaT, BI8 OTIESD LD S RAD 107 R SR FEEsY
QAR DT INARD A 100D " 0R fTIWR 10 TR 67 TR
FI? COVED I o 5 eWRR T, T2 BT
prlfolfiess l ces2r o I oo mae sy L OR 02 IEC 100k AP 180z
D DID DO ARLSTR D A NITEDD B ONSS OF T INIS
LD OF 2k 100 105 DT ITSOTD IOW COMD S0 0T ACRASE
T GRISOR KD LIIRTD BA. GAITATDO VED TOCK TS CRIECT
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Tha Merio L1 j2cts 2w

63 I3 YOm AD AT a%E IT W0 I, AIDO 90 I3 EOETD
Te TIOITW EAD BB MO T SR RS AT AT LNDATD
T 0F 860 1R a0PHTOD OF OO0 BTN,  ID UAS ATEO
SRS 20 TS T AT LA LIS PLLCES OF G maaod
pry s K v - I8 0 e 3ol gl Erha s L B e e

D ULE0WY A0 00 ITS WISREATOUTS

o A
i e = a2
Fivo onjor objJocts frem the larlo olln, obinined in this rormer,
wore ghizrad to the S0 Dredquncisrs, Az for o5 lmom to SAO, the
gliar abjoels in naws reporis e held by Argeniine authorities,

To  Dooerijticon of the objocis.
0 fiva Merlo obfzcts can be fitied together to Joam a
rosli=t ©5'rls 4n ccsontinlly aormlsts fotn. This is 11lustroted
in figme 1. e fiva pieces 2re owdbored for Identiffcation, The
folloviny choorvutions can be midh relative to the individunl pleces:
Plecos 1, 2 & 5 ere decply charred fnusida ond relntively
2lenn on outedlde,
Pisces 4 & 5 show evidencs of Bigh terporchares on outside.
4120 pocaidilitics of roltan motel splashen. '
Tiasos 1, 2 & 3 ore smuron. 1 inch thick, cocrposed of
plastic Imprommsted fitria vound epirelly in e conical Sorm
{contcnl ak spprax. %5° on pes. 1 & 2 end more cylindrical
oa conisal seeilon of wo. 3).
Ploces b & 5 smpene o havo peclsd off oxiorlor. Uiy
ore oreroxe 1/8 inch tidek end are made of en agbestos-like
#ibre 1aboldnd in a bkard watrix vith one loyer of fatric en
Intornel surfoce (B2xt to pos. 1, 2 & 3). '
Placa 3 has short sectlon of vheb cpposys to be o flonge
¢r hozvier secilon of a plece siviler to pe. 4 adhering at
Inygoest Mamtar, This Padre has prooves fn exie) dlrecztion
cpproxs 1=T/0 inch mxwoert which ioel 1iks half Yolt clearmnca
hol=sz, Also, a zuridon of a geshot or senl groove vith a
sEort lengld of & recti-mulay geeiica posket in ploca.
Pleces 1, 2 & 3 chovr somo omlity but without evidoncs
of Ionmitulinal frocteces. WUGo
(more)
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Tioeo L hes imprwanion of confeal bund eyrrox. 3-21/50

wido (moocurdd o conienl ourfaen) amd uppraxin:tely
o0 rdls deop, :

TPieco k kas on erea of yellaorich browva dzpozit on
axtoymal simice.

Plece 5 hos severel aroes choving a decp blus irridsscent

IEeUrapes. Alto evidenoe of uolian patel spisches, Alss

oril piacas of wimmm reterdel nenr throot on externsl
In odHslon Liova 1o o curved section &t oo end

gurfa "

confonulng 0 thrort ceztion curmmture end a ¢ylindeicul
auetlon of the other exd conforming to eylindrical sectlon

of pizea l.

T
) enmte,

Se0l groove: Wiédth = 0.193 ia.
opth < 0.100 in.

P21t cloarance: DPlan. & 0.257

oizhts: Pe. o. 1 & 0.0 I,
2 & 9.2
3 & 2.7
Y & o
5 & 135
wotel = E’:(;E 1bs.

2fos
o cdEgiien Axtroshysical Obsarvetiary

£ Ltridge, dwng.
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National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Headquarters
Washington, DC 20546-0001

August 2, 2006
Feaply la Alln of Office of Public A ffairs

Ms. Lee Ellen Helfrich
Lobel, Novins & Lamont
1275 K Street, NW

Suite 770

Washington, DC 20005-4048

Dear Ms. Helfrich:

On July 21, 2006, defendant filed its opposition to plaintiff’s motion for summary
judgment in the Kean v. NASA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) litigation. In the
accompanying declaration of Kellie Robinson, she noted that some potentially responsive
records in two files were being referred to other agencies for FOIA processing. The
following documents have been reviewed by outside agencies and are now being
released:

(a) 46 pages of documents which originated with the Australian Government.
(Encl 1)

(b) nine pages of a 10 page document from the Smithsonian Institution. (Encl 2)
The remaining page has been referred to the Air Force for its assessment.

(c) 93 pages of documents from the State Department. (Encl 3)
We have also referred 32 pages to the Air Force, including the one described above, for
its assessment and declassification, if appropriate. We are currently waiting for the Air
Force to complete this process.
Lastly, 12 pages of agency documents which were referenced in the February 25, 2004,

statement and adopted in the June 15, 2004, declaration by Stella Luna. NASA Johnson
Space Center FOTA Public Liaison Officer, are also included in this release. (Encl 4)

Sincerely,

P

St@l cn-1.. McConnell
< ___—Cef, FOIA Public Liaison Officer

Enclosures



Reply to Atin of:

MNational Aeranautics and
Space Administration

Headquarters
Washington, DC 20546-0001

July 26, 2006

FR 2006030
HQ 03-181 e :_ st |
FRUS PR,
Department of State

Attention: Charlene Wright-Thomas

- i o™ o '
Director, Office of IRM Programs and Services, SA-2 f\-\ O\ \
5th Floor i = l 6 <
Washington, D.C. 20522-6001 '

Dear Ms. Wright-Thomas:

This agency has received a request under the Freedom of Information Act, from the
Leslie Kean, for information concerning NASA agency records.

During a review of responsive records this agency revealed 93 pages documents that
originated from your agency. A copy of their request (encl 1), expanded search criteria
(encl 2) and your documents (encl 3) are forwarded for your appropriate action and direct
reply to the requester.

We request consideration under expedited processing since we are currently under
litigation involving this specific FOLA request and these documents were found during an
additional review of our agency records in response to the requesters Motion for
Summary Judgment to the United States District Court.

We will need an evaluation of your timeline NLT Friday, July 28, 2006 to complete your
processing of this referral. Expedited processing is requested due to the matter being
under litigarion. We are required to provide your response to our Assistant United States
Attorney (AUSA) and the US District Court on that estimated processing time.

If I can be of any additional assistance please contact me at (202) 358-2265.

I trust this will be of assistance to you. Doﬂ

Sincerely,

— e

tepherr . McConnell
Chief, FOIA Public Liaison Officer

Enclosure(s)
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HANDLING INDICATOR

FROM : Mbﬂﬂﬂy BUENOS ATRES DATE: Septenbes ﬂ’ 1965
SUBJECT : Recovery of Space Vehicle Fragments

. s
REF : Depariment's A~»211 of June 15, 1965 and Previous

™ Enclosed is a copy of the Argentine Foreign Ministry Note No. 792
of May 14, 1965, along with an unofficfal English translation thereof,
as well as a copy of the Embassy's note in reply thereto, No. 294 of.
May 21, 1965, It will be noted that the Poreign Office note does not,
as suggested in the reference airgram, comstitute a rebuff of the Embassy'
efforts to obtain the space fragments: for the United States Government. T
Enbassy welcomad the data in the referenced airgram concerning the U,N.
General Assembly's Resolution 1962 (XVIII) setting forth the obligation of
states to return to the country of origin space objects which had £allen'
upon the former's territory or found in their possession. It was mot
deemed desirable to refer to this information in negotiating the return
of the fragments found in Argentina unless it became clear that the Argent
Government was not disposed to return them to the United States,

On September. 13 the Embassy received from the Argentine Foreign
Minietry note No. 1584 of September 10, 1965, in which it specifies the
procedure to be followed by the Embassy, or its attaclied agencies, in
order te obtain physical possession of the fragments. The note zlso
enclosed a voluminous reprt prepared by technicians of the Argentine Gove:
ment based on an examination of the fragments and through which the
Argentine Government concl uded the objects were of United States origin,
‘The report may be retained by the United States Government amd is being
forwardad to appropriate authorities in the United States through the
office of the Air Attach& at this post. Foreign Office officials have -
informed Embassy officers that the Argentine Government would be greatly
interested in any comments Unlted States sciemtists and techmicians might
offer with respect to the report on the fragments enclosed with the Forei

Minlstry note,
s
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EONFIDENTTAL Page 2, A-257, from BUENOS AIRES -

. The Poreign Office has been informed by the Embassy that it may advise the
Argent.une Ministry of Defemse that it is anticipated that the fragments will be
received from the pértinent Argentine Govermment Agency (D.I.N.F.I.A.) at Cérdoba,
Argentina, by a United States Air Force C-118 aireraft (Flight No.: 405) on October 2,
1965. The aircraft is based at Albroock Air Force Base, Canal Zone, and will stop
at Cérdoba enroute to Santiago, Chile, after entering Argentina from Montevideo,
Uruguay. Liaison with Argentine authorities in comnection with the loading operation
w,étll be undertaken by an officer of the United States Army Mission establishment at
C8¥doba.

Copies of the Foreign Ministry note No. 1584 are enclosed as well as an
unofficial English translation of it. It will be noted that the Poreign H:l.n.tstry
has classified this note "Confidenclal",

FOR THE AMBASSADOR:

e . Kalstruold 3.

Ellwood M, Rabemold, Jr.
Counselor of Embassy
for Political Affairs

Enclosures:
1. Copy of Foreign Ministry Note 792 of May 14, 1965
2. TUnofficial English Translation of Foreign Ministry Note 792
3. Copy of Embassy's Note No. 294 of May 21, 1965
4, Copy of Foreign Ministry Note No. 1584 of September 10, 1965
5. Unofficial English Translation of Foreign Ministry Note No. 1584

u0CG4



UNCIASIFIED Enclosure 1, A=257, from BUENOS AIRES

PODFR EJECUTIVO NACIONAL
MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES ¥ COLTO

DIAINI
No. 792

El Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto presenta sus saludos a la
Embajada de los Estados Unidos de América y tieneé el agrado de llevar a su cono=
cimiento que la Secretarfa de Aeronfutica ha informado que en el Instituto de
Tnvastigacidn Aeronfutica y Espacidl se encuentran loe siguientes elementos de
vehfculos espaciales, que fueron hallados en el territorio argentino, entre
diciembre de 1964 y febrero del corriente afio:

Dos recipientes esffricos, que fueron encontrados
préximos & la localidad de Tio Pujio (CSrdoba).

Un recipiente cilfndrico, encontrado en San Miguel

(Mendoza).

Un artefacto que contenfa elementos de eguipos
electrfnicos, hallado Las Aguadas (San Luis),

Sometidos estos elemeatos al correspondiente peritaje de las autoridades
competentes en la materia, &stas han determinado que los mismos corresponden a
vehfculos espaciales lanzados desde los Estados Unidos de América, estableciéndose
al mismo tiempo la composicibn qufmica y £fsica del material dmpludn en su cons
struccifn as! como el contenido-de los recipientes. .

Consecuente con la tradicional polftica de colaboracién reciproca que ha
caracterizado a nuestro pals én sus relaciones con los Estados Unides de América
y ‘con el fin de no interrumpir el permanente cambio de informacifn cientifica
que la Comisifn Nacional de Investigaciones Espaciales mantiene con Organismos
americanos dedicados a la investigacidn espacial, esta Cancillerfa se complace
en poner esta informacifn en conocimiento de la Embajada' de los Estados Unidos
de América, a los efectos que estimare pertinente, como asimismo los resultados
obtenidos del peritaje y de los objetos en sfi,

El Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto reitera a la Embajada de los
Estados Unidos de Am#rica las expresiones de su mAs distinguida consideracién.

Buenos Aires, 14 de mayo de 1965.

A IA EMBAJRDA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA
BUENOS ATIRES

00C09
u0GOoS



UNCLASSIFIED Enclosure No. 2, A=257, from BUENOS
AIRES

Tmofficial Translation

FATICONAL EXECUTIVE POWER
Ministry of Foreign Relations and Worship

B.AIKO 1
No. 792 !

_ The Ministry of Foreign Relations and Worship presents its compliments to the
Embassy of the United States of America and has the honor to inform it that the
Secretariat of Aeronautics hes reported that the following dlements pertaining to
space vehicles are presently located in the (National) Institute of Aeronautical
and Space Research and were found in Argentine territory between December, 1964
and Februvary of the present yedr:

Two spherical containers found near the town of Tfo Pujio (Cordoba).
One cylindrical container found in San Miguel (Mendoza).
One.artefact containing electronic equipment parts.

These artefacts having been submitted for expert examination by authorities
competent in the matter, the latter have determined that the same belong to space
wehicles launched from the United States of America, and have also established the
chemical and physical composition of the materials employed in their construction
as well as the contents of the containers,

Faithful to the traditional policy of recipwocal collaboration which has
characterized our country in its relations with the United States of America and
to the end of not interrupting the permament exchange of scientific information .
which the National Commission of Space Research maintains with American organizations
dedicated to space research, this Chancellery is pleased to bring this information
to the attention of the Embassy of the United States of America for sueh purposes as
it may deem appropriate as well as the results obtained by expert study and the
objects themselves,

‘The Ministry of Forelgn Relations and Worship renews to the Embassy of the
United States of America the assurances of its highest comaideration.

Buenos Aires, May 14,. 1965

To the Bmbassy of the United States of America,
Buenos Aires

00Co6
LbeCob



DNCLASSIFIED Enclosur. SNo, 3, A=257, from BUENOS
AR ES

No. 294

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of the Argentine Republic and has the
honor to refer to its note No. 792 of May 14, 1965 which informed the Embassy
that agencies of the Government of the Argentine Republic have identified several
objects found in Argentine territory as elements pertaining to.space vehicles
1aum:he.d by the United States of America.

. The Embassy wishes to express its pleasure in learning that the Government
of the Argentine Republic has recovered the artefacts described in the Ministry's
note as well as its appreciation for having brought to the Embassy's attention,
in accordance with the Argentine Government's traditional policy of reciprocal
collaboration with the United States of America in furtherance of an uminterrupted
exchange of scientific information, the information that the artefacts have been
jdentified as pertaining to space vehicles of United States' fabrication. .

In accordance with the offer contained in the Ministry's note, the Embasy
wishes to confirm that it would be pleased to receive for transmittal to the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration of the United States of America
the ;-emlta of the examination of the artefacts conducted by the Instituto de
Investigacifn Aeronautica y Espacial in connection with its efforts to identify
the objects and would be pleased to undertake with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Worship whatever steps may be suitable in order to acquire the objects
recovered so that they may be returned to the United Btat‘.ea where further examina=
tion might be accomplished. :

The Embassy of the United States of America takes this opportunity to renew

to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship the assurances of its highest
. considerati on.

Embassy -of the United States of America,
Buenos Aires, May 21, 1965.

woCcav
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CONPEPENTIAT, FEnclosure No. 4, A=257, from BUENOS
AIRES

PODER EJECUTIVO NACIONAL
MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES Y CULTO

D.A.N. -
No. 1584

CONFIDENCTAL

El Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto presenta sus atentos saludos
a la Embajada de los Estados Unidos de América y tiene el agrado de referirse
a su nota N° 294 de fecha 21 de mayo préximo pasado, relativa a restos de
vehfculos espaciales hallados en distintos puntos de la Repfiblica Argentina.

‘ De acuerdo a lo informado oportunamente a esa Embajada por nota N° 792
del 14 de mayo de 1965 y a 1o solicitado por esa Representacibn diplomftica
en su nota N° 294, se tiene a bien comunicar a la Ewmbajada de los Estados Unidos
de América que los restos de vehfculos espaciales se encuentran a su disposicifn
en la Escuela de Aviacidn Militar de C8rdoba donde podrfn ser retirados. A tal
efecto, se agradeceri de esa FEmbajada temer & bien hacer saber con bastante
anticipacibn la fecha que se procederd a retirarlos a fin de que la Cancilleria
pueda informar a las autoridades competentes la nfmina del persomal que las retirard
el medio que utilizarf para su transporte y el dfa y hora en que el mismo se
efectuard.

Asimismo, se adjunta a la presente = para no interrumpir el permanente cambio
de informacifn que la Comisi®n de Investigaciones Espaciales mantiene con organis~
mos estadounidenses dedicados a investigaciones de la misma naturaleza=-, copia
del "Estudio y peritaje de elementos de vehfculos espaciales cafdos en Tfo Pujio
(Cérdoba), San Miguel (Mendoza) y La Aguadas (San Luis),.

El Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Culto reitera a la Embajada de los
Estados Unidos de América las expresiones de su mfs distinguida consideracién.

Buenos Aires, 10 de septiembre de 1965,

A 1A EMBAJADA DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA,
. BUENOS AIRES,

Gocos
uoco8



¢ COMEIDENTIAL ¢ Buenos Aires

NAT.ONAL EXECUTIVE POWER

Ministry of Foreign Relations and Worship
D.A.N.

No. 1584

CONFIDENTIAL

The Ministry of Foreign Relations and Worship presents its
compliments to the Embassy of the United States of America, and has the
honor to refer to its Note No. 294 of May 21, 1965 relative to the remains of
space vehicles found in distinct points of the Argentine Republic.

In accordance with information opportunely provided the Emass by
Note 732 of May 14, 1965, and to the request by the Embassy in its Note No. 294,
it is a pleasure to inform the Embassy of the United States of America that the
remains of the space vehicles are at its disposition at the School of Military
Aviation of Cérdoba, where they may be obtained. To this end it would be
appreciated werc the Embassy to be so kind as to indicate with sufficient
anticipation the date on which it will undertake to obtain them, so that the
Chancellery may inform the pertinent authorities of the list of personnel
which will retire thern, the means to be utilized for their transport, and
the day and hour on which the operation will be effected.

Moreover, there is enclosed =~ s0 as not to interrupt the permanent
exchange of information which the Commission of Space Research maintains
with United States organizations dedicated to research in the same area == a
copy of the "Study and Expert Examination of Elements’ of Space Vehicles
Fallen in Rfo Pujio (C6rdoba), San Miguel (Mendoza), and in Las Aguadas
(San Luis)".

The Ministry of Foreign Relations and Worship renews to the Embassy
of the United States ol Amueiica the assurances of its highest consideration.

Buenos Airces, September 10, 1965

(Initial)

CONTIDENTIAL
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EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT PURSUANT PRESENT POLICY AIR-
FORCE HAS ACTION RESPONSIBILITY FOR CASES OF TYPE MENTIONEI
REFTEL, AIR ATTACHE, IN TOUCH WITH SPANISH AIR FORCE AND
‘INTA, HAS TAXEN PHOTOGRAPHS OF SPACE OBJECTS ‘AND OTHER
NECESSARY STEPS, AND SEEKING OBTAIN LOAN OF QBJECTS FOR -

INTA'S PEREZ MARIN ASKED NASA REPRESENTATIVE TARDANI TO
CABLE NASA ON DISCOVERY OF OBJECTS AND.REQUEST INFORMATION
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AmEmbassy MADRID

Ref: Embtel 755

Embassy requested express to Perez~Marin NASA's deepest apprecia~-
tion for notification of fragments and convey to him information
intended for him in first paragraph Deptel 722. NASA has no objection
use of air attache M obtainksy 1,5, possession of

fragments this instance if Embassy determines Perez-Marin agreeable.
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FrROM : «membassy Buenos Aires DATE: March 6, 1965

suBJECT : Recovery of Fossible ipace Vehicle Sragments
REF CONFIDENTIAL air Attache Messages G=13 of 11 Feb, C-8 of
Jan., C-7 of 18 Jan., C~6 of 15 Jan. and C-5 of 14 Jan.
- Also CONFIDENTLIAL IR's 18040008 65 of 26 Jan. and 1804006
65 of 20 Jan. Embassy's A=763¢ 00 ’

e Present status of Embassy's lmowledge of objects

wirich Tell in aArgentina in “ec.mver is described in
rererence docuazents,

Some additional information regarding markings
is contained in attached note from Ing. Conrado ESTOL,

Head of the Technical Division of the argentine Space
Commission.
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FROM @ _: asxbassy Fuenos sires oate:  FER 19 198

SUBJECT :  ecovery of Yosaille ace Yiehicle Sragrent

TR iMB aiE

REF  : DOPTELS 692 end 750

= /0S| + . &
T wogssy is atteomting: o obtein tle ol j’ct~ weien Ferl
=2l ] ;; L.‘l S X8 I_'_Eﬂﬂ in l&_‘:tﬂ decorrer. _ir iTT ®Clié 1ug een in toueh
%"T“‘ﬁ A C‘n-.Lj. i JECE O:.:.‘.'.Cl“"*’ in Cordaba 80d ri:s SC:I_Q‘TE"_'E}_C
| |'<# r.J_taCI. ‘nad previously diseussed with _rgentire Spsce

o dssion L.-..rwcials.

In a -discussicm on Fehrumry 1o 1i:n Irc. Teolil
Llaw ity Presidente, Conision hacicnal de Invastiszaion:s
~speciales the Scientidic sttacud transsdtted o, STHEV's
nessaze,  Ing, . Tavanera crpects & Zull rc.por!: o Tt
investir~z tion By - the Corfaone aeronautiecal Institute for
cpecial Investigations witldp ane to two weeits, _f that

o thne e s prosised tl:.at the rices could be delivered on
receipt o< an oificial !, 4. requast, Ilds is on the
Ui essuiption that tle cnjec..s are in Jaet Froe the ¥, 8.
= g Tabanera Lel* eves there iu lintle dount thet thew ¢id
& originate from a U, 5. space vehicle. IF exaniu:—.tion ol the
o rs report indicetes tlwt‘ the ovjzcts are 1:’..«&*‘1\: of Ui <« oripin
o =P
b pe zn oificial recuest for tihuir watuern will We suiaitted,
;..: S The contents of the report will presurably pe available wuithout
10 official request.
=
= The Jelentific Attac’é was Surther imlomed o
Tabanera's efforts in our bLelalf have uLeen consiqercilv
| nampered by the fact that certain ..xgentine Sovernmeat
officials ave angrv because f previ o-._h fallen onicet was
ajae|ieAy Ado? 1seg
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~icked up near tie Villa Joleuwss traciing stntion of

the mithsonian Institute &nt £ inped BEp thp Imited
states by tne heed of the Crasidiu; statien 1;*&.01.2.
clearence fron .xgintine 0;41015;:. “neg hesd of the

station then wrote & letter tu T2l ~rpontine space
Conmi_sion reporting what usc Luzed d'meé. This letter
nacde matters worse because it vt & hg_tL&n edmissicn
that responsivle U, =, Cfficiels n-d violated the
International anreement in Lccn"_—? 0= space vaiicle
fraguients. Tabanera is uwou atte pbing to iuve the
aead of the trackin; station <°i-mze tioz letter so that
violation oI tiw ajreecent is not a metter ol record.
It nust ve emphasized, and Tavensira receortizes, Chat
tiie ageticm of the traciiingz st.tion l.aad was taiken in
cotplete innocence and  ood Zaiti, &11 fraciidng stztion
personnel should be made avere o h: desiwability of
voraing tnrougq the oflicials of Thz bost country im
matters of this kind.

Tabanera is definltely woxlinc in our behelf to
Tacilitate the return of tue obiccts to 1W0.. It is
suzgested that matters be left in “is hands without
too much pressure at this peoiat, even ti.ough this may
mean sore delaw,

For tie .~hassador

Hlaed Fobtneld

.Ellwood ii. Zabenold, Jr.
Counseler for Folitical arf<airs

DECI.AQSIFIE
NASA Ltr*Aug 3, 00

Best Copy Available Reviswer:

Date: Tile
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DRAFT
cJSmlf  2/17

T0: PRETORIA

FYI. Preliminary informetionfthrougirPOB indieates object may beTrom
USER wehicle., End FYI.

Dept. of State, ISS/IPS,
( )Release ( ) BExcise

NASA understands that an object
e, ]
Chaa recent]j fnlléitu earthsfiear Pretoria. Embassy requested
attempt obtain and send object to NASA for anslysis to determine if

part of US space vehicle. Forward on expedited basis to NASA
Headquarters, Code MAO, Washington, D.C. 205h6.

Margaret P, Grafeld, D“
( )Deny( )Declassify

\Emm@x ), E0. 12958, 25x( )( X )

) Declassify sfter

With

0

4

esibly from an orbiting spacecraft

LoC 33
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ﬂﬂ!ﬁﬁll«lﬁ rt_mam‘ ‘Department of
NDIGATE: Tl couser - = :

L
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q?wg-_’f’ -

w Amm;wmur m m 692 SRR
Mg T >, | il 8 wﬁ’ﬁ
g _ !ns& undcutm:l mt m mid or late nounb-r. a 33=-1nah uﬁn
ARA . -mphere fell nesr Villa Maxia, and sn alusimix eylinder .ppm

" Em _ut-h 13 rm; 1ms by 5 tnt dldutw mr m lllsuu.
WNE Embassy 18 requutnd nok pmiman from GOA to send nh:cot-
INR,

C1A to NASA for anaiyuis to d-tormm if tlusd ‘were part of US

NSA
DOD.._ mou vchicle. mtl &wm n ramrud m ex;mum

‘pasis to I.ao x: Abemtwm Eeadqturtm, 600 Independense

‘ :..q':' I Am, cod‘ m’ Uamn‘tﬂll, n G. 205“6
FYI, Prelimipary :I.nremt:lon ttuwgn DOD indicates pau:.u- =Y
1ity that fragments are rm NASA vehicle. END FYI.
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CNJ:KFMautner:mif
May 26, 1966

AmConsul CURITIBA
Info: AmEmbassy Rio de Janeiro

Ref ; Curjtica Tsl 7, sent Rio UNN May 25

In order determine whether reported objects are part of U.8, space-

craft, acqu!sition of fragments and forwarding to NASA for identifica-

tion and analysis urgently requested. In support of acquisition, in

case of necessity, it will be recalled that UN resolution of 13 Dec-

ember 1963 confirms that owernship of spacecraft component parts

remains with country of registry (origin).

N

5@ Description given in Curitaba's #7 insufficlent for {dentification.

’lirlna:;r:lpt.ton "NASA ~140" 1s not repeat not believed to be accurate.

Please re~check. END FYI.

B ' A o7 r 2 3 . - . 25
zleare. c'U-t PiL&afsie . ) AL Gehistig, el g~

R S &
SONFIBENTIAL
Dept. of State, ISS/IPS, Margaret P. Grafeld, Dix
( ) Release ( ) Bxcise ( ) Deny ( ) Declassify
Bxemption (b) ), B.O. 12958,25%( X X ) DECMssmso

NASA Lt

60001

) Declassify after
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g?h N (:\\, Jé



f! = . pal R % | 2=
ouigonss Tesean Department of Siats ARG
IMDICATE: [ 5

O cramrGe TO
Classification Bl N 3V L eitiseg
i | ACTION: Amembagsy LUSAKA - Immediate 23

Infan

FOR QG(T USE ONLY

STATE 14105 .| DECLASSIFIED i
_ NASA Lir. Aua 3, 005 “
ﬂeviewer.bk A
| Date: 1 o 1A P17

FYI Fragment likely to be parz of Apollo probs AR 202

Ref: Embtel 147

]

which launched July 5 and disintegratad samz day, but positive
identification only possible npon analiysis. 0D FYI,

NASA requests Fmbassy make certainm it cen take possession
sees
of fragment if NASA m_.r.."'_'znossﬂbllity of airlifting it to US

-

for analysig. In case of necessity UN resolution of Dsc 13,

1963 may be dited which states in para 7, QUOTE the state in
wh;;e registry an object launched into cuter space is carried
shall retain jusisdiction and control over such object, and

any personnel thereon, while in outer space. Ownership of ebject_,'

71 launched into outer space, and of their component parts,

ig not affected by their pasgage through outer space or by

iy their return to earth. Such ohject or couponent parts found

i M =

Draltadl bys !— % Tl tst. | Telegrophic hunsmiction sed } =t
HASA :KFMatitner J 'mwm S/S-O' Mr. '%:1‘19

“ Cleared in substance - NASA:CNJones =

SCIL:MSmith
Dept. of State, ISS/IPS,"Margaret P. Grafeld, Dir, REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY 1S
( )Release ( ) Excise( )Deny( )Declassify CONEIDENET AT PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED"
\t‘ on(bx LBO 12958, 25x( X X ) Classification :

m‘;?jtm ;1 Mj_%j GOcLe



I’age.%f telegram to : . e ——

C Ta =
Classification

- —

[beyond the limits of the state of registry shall be refurned 721 to 1
that state, which shall furnish identifyinz data =unon roquest prior
to return. UNQUOTE

In case of press inquiries unclaseified portion of State Circel

2116 of April 28 may be used.

Frmas
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ACHIOM: ALL AMEDICAT DIPLOMATIC AND
CONSULAR FO3T5

' RDIATE R// G

BEGIN CONFIDETIZAL

F¥I On Jamery 220, 1274 NASA lsunched from Cape Keanedy

b means of 2 Baturn 1 valicd=; 2 Juram;” payload weighing approdmsiels

87, 760 pconda

Tre purpoma of e lopcch wes t9 best the Satusu L vehicle,

L3 oupweally R A4S that e yo-entry

will oveuy ad

<uIA
s boerdadennim v 1008 1 3 soweEnery Wekweep 32
X
A Latide aud 32° Seeig fadinde.
Y
03 The re-cntey portion of Hi» weylong concigts of 18, SO0 porndis
Hnga ha.‘;:..-; :
.8 of sand, us-d asiaflcr Ginch ol dlsperse havmlsssly, In acdiiiem

there gee 2300 dounds o bazdviace shich will re-eninr. WASA

sgthmates ths menis> o Jreisecals £00:. Sw Zm hacdwere a8 32, =240

-

Lo (b 0 16¢ pomrds o wwluhil. Cftapge 82 pleces, thive fs =

guidancs packace of .5 vuunds. six Joces consisting of comahusting

chan bers aod noresee of L4307 ronads #ach, cue

gelghing W4 pounds au2 I slacuw apheres weighicg apwm:&d o

opy Available

— e e ——

75 pounis each. !

guidance package
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oA - M, Baesi: 3 {(oueziions aud answers
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Page 2 Of tgiemi-n iG. ALL .PJ' m}:ﬁc.{%jﬁ DIPLOMTIC &ND GONSGIJAR POSTS
DN RN AT ; e

Sm e o,

Tha foregotey estimate of tbjects which will re-enter g based or. it :
confidenes Jevel of U6 perceul 2nd e dinpersal ared iz 2500 x 80 Mauticol
MEles. As of this writing nd prezise aver of fﬂ-enh‘y hss beendeterizined, BND Tl
END CONFIDENTIAL
BEGEIN UNCLARNNTED

In the evaut any debris Ly megoried &g having ok f8ilen from any cbjes:
placed into ovsit by the U8 it swals may use the folicwinyg cuidence 1o evesit of .
roens o paddie Inirient

N reeainae olhies then oo sles:ad U ghven withoel forther pefar o Lo
Devortzont, ¥o infrmeiioe ohoedd be walvnlesred.,

I s giguiing poomsts a guhchig copseining the peegibilily of s sones
fracoen 'y e ogdagooing nuawe: 1% e weopsrty: This mroblem hes bteen
Gereftl, simched, Vha pounebrlity 14 uilie reoote. Any discugsion o ge

an imorvioens incidens woaidd te heavily vociaciural,

O aeteed o, e cwasin o an oblosd sl hag bean reported to hae beon

sighied v to sige fransetod: TIOx odssie {(goverement) doss not conjechura
on A origin of an paed ohpeeit. We o degire to obtain, amalyke and attempt
thometin Lo essmblish (e Gudgin of suth an ohject.

ashed about o fxagment wnlch kss bean racovered and daifversd 1o

Grosernoent @02isky Tet dhject %l b2 gubjested ta stady erd 2 r20 3k
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will be made to the government wizn anelysis has been completad.
* END UNCLASSIFIED
. Posts are requested to notify Depart went immediately ia event debris
has been sighted or has £xF=wintr failen in territory host country.
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Driet Blatement concerming re-entry of objects ir spacs

Since 1957 sppreximptely 2300 objects which heve becr
rut into space (or identified fragmentis thereof) heve escazed

arth orblt, are in orbit er have descayed.

0f thsse 2300 objscta, epoproximately 1107 heve decayed.
1070 have e&ither been consumed Auring ra-entry or have impaci-
8d on bedies of wabter or in unlnhablisd areas o¢f the sartn. .

Thirty-seven frammenis whlch Impacted on the sarth havl';ﬁ
been feund. So 2y a2 is known none has czaussd persenal Inmjuny
or propsriy damage. \

Eignty-five per cent of the e:.:"t.h‘s gurface 18 water ov
sparasly populnited land.

Dzepite the large numbsr of meteordites lkaewn to have
impacted tho sarth, trhere is no knewn case of their having
csuged bodily injuzy or zrovserty dameso.

It is posslbla thst a re-oniering sepscecralt fyrogment
corld czues injury or druagme in 2 Ifrsck accident but 211 ou~

perisncs is to iThe conmtrary.

DECLASSIFIED
NASA Ltr. AugVy, 205

Deptnfsum.EWS.MmutP.Gnﬁld.Dh:
( )Release ( )Bxoise ( ) Deny{ )Declassify
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DISREGARD -THE CHANNL CHK

W  HQA426RFTIC JAV RUEOESDG792 2531338-CCCC--RUEDHQA.
DE RUQSOH 438K 2450955
ZNY cccee
R @20939Z ZFG SEPT &6 ZEL
F¥ AMEMBASSY LUSAKA
TO LI
HC/ SECSTATE WASHDC 312
INFO RUEXDA/DOD UNN
RUEDHQA/NASA UNN
RUDTCR/AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 86

RUQSNI/AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 123 DECLASSIFIED
NASA Ltr. Aup3, 305

RUEBBEA/CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA UNN Reviewer: ﬁ;za
Date: T o7

STATE EGRNC .

BT

‘ ; Dept. of State, ISS/IPS, Margaret P. Grafalc,
CONFIDEWNTI AL LUSAKA 438 ( )Release( )Excise( )Deny( )Deciass

Exemption (b} ), B.O. 12958, 25x( X X }

) Decsiyater__ =
SEPTENBER 02 g b ) 31 D

SUBJECT: SPACE FRAGMENT

REF: STAOE 1826@ AND 28018 AND LUSAKA 274
u0Co9



. e s ANAEIIS AR RIS FAUE A CUNP LREZAING. THAT
FSPECTED. SPACE FRAGMENT FELL NEAR MUSHINGASHI VILLAGE
ON -JULY 9. - :

2. WBFA SAYS FRAGMENT MEASURES ‘17 BY 1{ FEET, IS WABE OF -
ALUMININ ™ S8 PERCENT CONTENT)", AND APPEARS TOQ LARGE
FOR PICKUP BY ZAWBIA AIR FORCE CARIBOU UNLESS CUT INTO.

G

PAGE 2 RUQSOH 438K C O N F I D ENTIAL
PIECES,

3. MFA SAYS FRAGMENT PRESENTLY LOCATED AT MUSHINGASHI AIRSTRIP
'4ND SYEEESTS QS6 MAYSWISH DECIDE WHETHER FRAGMENT "SHOULD

BE IDENTIFIED BY APPRIATE AMERICAN AUTHORITIES WHO

¥OULD ALSO DECIDE WHICH OF THEIR AIRCRAFT COULD OPERATE

FROM SAlD STRIP".

4, ON BASIS FOREGOING, GOT MFA PERMISSION TO DISCUSS
RECGVERY WITH DEPT CIVIL AVIATION OFFICIALS, WHO
SUPPLIED FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON MUSHINGASHI .ALSO
HUSINGASKI) STRIP.

A. LOCATION: 12 PEGREES 52 NINUTES SOUTH 27 DEGREES
6 MINUTES EAST, JUST WEST OF MUSHINGASHI RIVER NEAR
KATATA ABOUT 25 MILES WYEST OF ST. MARY'S MISSION.

B. ELEVATION: 4858 FEET "A.M.S. L."

C. CONDITION: DCA AERODROME INPSECTION REPORT OF
JULY 1, 1966 BREFERS TO AERODROME AS UELICENSED. IN PAND

60CL07



C. CONDITION: DCA AERODROME INPSECTION REPORT oF
JULY 1, 1966 REFERS TO AERODRONE AS UNLICENSED, IN POOR
CONDITION AND NOT WP TO REQUIRED STANDARD.

D. RUNVAY: @98 DEGREES/278 W - 2708 FEET BY 108
FEET OF VHICH APPROXINATELY 2808 FEET BY 49 FEET HaS BEEN
COMPACTED. GRASS PLANTED DURING RAINS HAS TAKEN ON

DRRPBsr——

PAGE 3 RUQSOH 438X CONF IDENTIAL

ABOUT 1580 BY 48 FEET. OVERALL STRIP AREA, 4208 FEET
BY 388 FEET, STILL RAS STUMPS OF 3 TO 4 FOOT HEIGHT
BETWEEN RUNWAY EDEES AND 158 FEET EITHER SIDE OF CENTER
LINE.

E. OVERRUNS: 602 BY 188 FEET CLEARED AREA ON
EASTERN END AND S2@ BY 120 FEET CLEARED AREA ON WEST END.

F. GRADIENT: APPRECIALBLE GRADIENT SLOPING DOWN TO
EAST TOWARD MUSHINGASHI RIVER).

8. APPROACHES: CLEAR TO 1:58 APPROACH GRADIENT
EXCEPT FOR PORTION OF FAN-OWT ON WESTEEN APPROACH.

H. OTHER: WHITE CONCRETE MARKINGS TO REQUIRED
STANDARD, BUT NO PARALLEL STRIPS ON THRESHOULDS.
SERVICEABLE VINDSOCK ON 28 FOOT MAST WEST SIDE OF
PARKING AREA VHICH IS 15¢ BY 120 FOOT CLEARED AREA
ADJACENT TO CLINIC ON SOUTH). RO FIRE FIGHTING
EQUIPMENT. STRIP NOTAMMED AS "DANGEROUS.™

" Te PADIV WM Y wAS WECESSARY LAND ONLY ON VERY CENTER
60Cii



5, IN EARLY JULY WAS NECESSARY LAND GNLY ON VERY CENTER
PART OF RUNWAY DUE TO. SOFT EDGES, BUT DCA OFFICIALS
FELT RUNWAY PRESENTLY LESS DANGEROUS SINCE GROUND HARD.
TOWARD END LONG DRY SEASON., WILL PROBABLY BE CLOSED T@

PAGE 4 RUQSOH 438K C 6 NF IBENTIAL
ALL AIR MOVEMENTS AFTER RAINS BEGIR LATE OCTOBER.

6. OFFICIALS THOWGHT IT JBSZ POSSIBLE C-130 COWLD
MANAGE LANDING, AM PURSUING POSSIBILITY HAVEING LOCKMEED
HERCULES PILOT IN NDOLA TAKE LOOK AT STRIP AND ADVISE.
ONE OFFICIAL BELIEVED WEIGHT OF FRAGMENT MIGHT NOT BE

T0OO MUCH FOR LOCAL KELICOPTER -IF COULD BE SLUNG SO AS

NOT TO SWAY DANGEROUSLY.

7. UNIVERSITY "EXPERT" TESTED PIECE OF FRAGMENT AND
FOUND IT HAD DENSITY 2.73 GRAMS PER CUBIC CH., WITH 89.9
PERCENT ALUMINUM, @.3 PERCENT MAGNESIUM, 8.3 PERCENT
MANGANESE, 1.5 PERCENT COPPER AND 8.0 PERCENT SILECONE.
OF 26 CASTING ALLOYS AVAILABLE, HE FOUND ONLY “RED X-8"
HAD SAME DENSITY AS FRAGMENT SAMPLE. GLUE WHICH WSED TO
SECURE HONEYCOMBED SECTION OF FRAGMENT FOUND TO MELT AT
209 DEGREES CENTIGRADE.

8. TOOK TWELVE MEN TO CARRY FRAGMENT THRU DIFFICULT
TERRAIN TO STRIP, BUT 4 MEN COULD LIFT. SUFFICIENT LOCAL

MANPOVER TO HELP LOAD.

9. PLEASE ADVISE CURRENT NASA THINKING ON BEST RRMOVAI 60Cio



8. TOOK TVELVE MEN TO CARRY FRAGMENT THRU DIFFICULT
TERRAIN TO STRIP, BUT 4 MEN COUYLD LIFT. SUFFICIENT LOCAL
MANPOWER TO HELP LOAB.

9. PLEASE ADVISE CURRENT NASA THINKING ON BEST REMOVAL
PLAN. BELIEVE WAY NOY CLEAR MAKE ARRANGEMENTS AT

WORKINE LEVEL.

GP-4 EDHMONDSON

BT - Ly L G

060C13



Dept: of State, ISS/IPS,
( )Release ( ) Excise ( )

N

DRAFT
September 19, 1966

AmEmbassy LUSAKA

Reference: Lusaka 474

1. NASA only interested in fragment for technical evaluation if economi-

cally and politically feasible. Technical evaluation of this particular

fragment not repeat not critical to program. Department believes high

repeat high level approach at this time not repeat not ﬁ;injgi%};ug ﬂa.?c_ 1Y s
considersit important that principle of UN Resolution 1962 Acopy pouched
September 15) be maintained; i.e., that ownership not affected by passage
through outer space or by return to earth and that object or component

parts found beyond the limits of the launching state shall be returned

to vhat state . Reguest:you-contimee patiént but firm insisfencethat -

fragment-be retumed. 2.i = & umnad 0 ther cat2

2. FYI, NASA does not contemplate sending official for identification
purposes since identity does not appear to be in dispute/but if Embassy
believes NASA expextcan be of assistance to Embassy by ldentifying

fragment, NASA willing send one, End FEI.

FIED
RS Loy A 2008

Deuy( )mm Coafidential~

Fxemption () ), BO. 12958,25x( X X )

\(..;MIMJ; _—-—————'—"""é
With A Dah__;____.!___



2

3. Zambian fragment part of Apolio AS-203, of which another similar

fragment landed in Peru July 9, 1966. That fragment returned to US

same month for analysis. FYI. If desired US willing return portion
7o

to Peru for historic and display purposes, but wishes not‘*have this

made part of a deal. End FYI,

4. FYI. Launch of Apollo AS-203 not yet registered with UN but is
included in report currently being forwarded. This is normal lag between

launch and registration. End FYI,

5. In discussicms with officials GRZ the following additional arquments
may be drawn on as appropriate:

a. Resolution 1962, known as QTE Declaration of Legal Principles
Govemning the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Quter
Space UNQUOTE , was passed unanimously by the 18th General Assembly.
Zambla not then an independemt state, but all African members of UN at
that time supported the Resoultion as did US and USSR, Following are
African states which became UN members after passage of resolution:

Zambia, Gambia, Malawi and Kenya.

b. Twenty pound metal fragment recocvvared Manitowoc, Wisconsin

GuCia



1962 identified as of Soviet orlgin and returmed to USSR by US.

The small number of fragments of US origin s?(far found returned

promptly by finder countries.

Concurrence: MAO/Schulherr /s/ in draft
G/Shafer
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DRAFT-Saptember 15, 1966

COREIDENTLAL—

imembassy LUSAKA
STATE:
REF: lusaka 474

1. Minl:cusud in fragwent for techalecal evalua-

o
t:ion@/ [y) 1f econowically and g}g&_ﬂ.‘giulh fessible. Techni~
' __Lafhis prdrecsian”

cal evalustidn, fragment not repest mot critical :: xgﬁm.
Departwent believes high repeat high level approach Aot
repaat not warranted, <£oneider it important that primecipie
of UM Resolution 1962 (copy pouched September 15) be main-
tained; i.e., that ocwnership not asffected by passage
through outer spacs or by returam to earth and that object
or component parts found beyond the limits of the launching
state shall be returned to that state. Reguest you coentinue
patient but firm insistence that fragment be returned,

2. FYI NASA does not contemplata sending officlal for
fidentificetion purpesss since idemtity does not sppear ¢o be
io dimtcﬂ{ Embasay belisves HASA expert cam be of
assistance to Exbassy by idestifying fragmemt, NASA willing

send one. EHD FYI.

E : DECLA
o of S, ISSIPS, Margaret P, Grael, s, COMPEDEWTTAL— HASALE e S
Release ( ) Bxcise ( ) Deny ( ) Declassify Reviewer; ) X\
; \:‘mmﬂnn(b)( L B.0.12958,25x( ) X ) Date:
| V) Declassify aftar LA

imwlm% {mmé
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-®n
3. Zambian fragment part of Apolle AS-203, of which
gimdlav
another, fragment landed in Peru July 9% 1966. That frag-
ment raturned to US same m@—m@nahsh.g F-rls
ie desimwﬂiu,- return portion to Peru for historic and
" ; Aol G by
§
.th.mh of Apollo AS-203 not yet registered with UN
but is included in report aumrently being forwarded. This

is normal lag between lmmch and reglsctratiom, ENVD FyZ

4

5. 1In discussions with officialis GRZ the following

edditional arguwents may be drawn on as appropriate:

8. Resclution 1962, kmown as QTE Beclaratiom of
Legal ?ri.a'clplu' Governing the Activities of States im the
Exploraticon and Use of Uuter Space UNQUOTE, was passed
unanipously by the 18th Gensral Assembly. Zambia not then
en independent state, but all African members of UN at
that time supported the Resolution as did US and USSR.
Following are African states which became UE members after
passage of resolution: Zsmbia, Gamblie, Malawl ead Eenya.

B, Twanty pound metal fragmemt recovered Mamitowoe,
Wisconsin 1962 fdentified as of Soviet erigin and returned
t£o USSR by US;

COBE IDERTEA—



-CONEIDENREAE—
-

| e

L. Fragment vacovered 1 ng/mﬁ mmod'
US June 7, 1966; efter emalys W‘{ being returmd to
Brazil for histoxie and -u{p].ny pﬁrpolu' and

sea April

VK:#««:’(W:{ grnecils ,fu.sm—f‘yiﬁ )

. exgn £ hpv " m‘{r;&:—&m
Jfﬂc:qd-‘ ﬁkdft"’ Wwﬁfej 67
é{ui Chasked il Meeken
LONFTTRNTIAL ey
ok |2 c i Fl
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE M
INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND TECHMNOLOGICAL AFFAIRS

CONPIDENTTAL—
September 15, 1966
Memorandum for:

AF/AFSE Mr. Michael Hoyt
AF/AFL Mr. Paul 0'Neill

Mr. Karl Mautner
L Mr. Leonard Meeker
L/UNA Mr. H. Rowan Gaither
G/PM Mr. Scott George

SUBJECT: Telegram to Lusaka re Fragment

Attached is a substitute for the draft you
received yesterday. May I please have your

clearance.
4 A - Al &,
e 22 L lor, Qe —
es W. Milner
/Colonel, U. S. Army
Office of Outer Space Affairs
Attachment::

Draft Telegram to Lusaka

D
DECLASSIFIED :
Reviewer: ».J,
CONFTDENELAL Date: 9|1y ]
Dept. of State, 188/1pg,
( ) Reono ) Beie ( e -l =
\m.a..'.‘;" »BO. 12958, 255 ) ) ) '
Withconcurrence {1077 —_ . G0C20
IPS by (not)obtained

Date 31
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| GONELDENLTAL
Amembassy LUSAKA\\

‘ ‘il
STATE \ i M

REF: Tusaka 474. \

\
\
NASA Al.nterested\in fragment for technical evalua-

tionﬁpossible obtain with reasonable expense and

effort, Technical evaluation fragment not repeat not

t

critical. More importajyt e

stahlish principles set forth
in UN Resolution of Deceqper 13, 1963 (State 14105)

that owvmership is not affected by passage through outer
space or by return to earth and that object or component
parts found beyond the limits of the state of registry
shall be returned to that state. Thus Department's posi-

tion is one of being patient but firm in insisting that

\ not
fragment be returned of if reco !pracl:icable US
Ade: B fod ¢ pelacAs -
ownership be admitted. 74 Ty .;f ,,,, Maé-w, fmpf
In discussions with officials\GRz mng ADAY be
mowdiriadl oo
deawn—on-as—appropriater— \

3 Twenty pound metal fragment \fecovered street
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 1962 identified as of Soviet origin

GONFPTDERTTAL

Dept. of State, ISS/IPS, Margaret P. Grafeld, Dir.
( ) Relgase () Bxcise ( ) Deny ( ) Declassify
\ Exemptiof (b)( LE-O 12958,25x( X X )
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CONELDENTTAT
P

e

B gy’ =T

)

(the e, (g oSoviye
and returned to USSR by USx @ﬁr% Fec rekervasl

&5 U wridlond faip b torratvies sn ullid Wy Gaie Ketu frucnd
E. Fragment recovered Brazil May 1966 returned

US June 7, 1966; after analysis portions being returned
to Brazil for historic and display purposes;

3. Metal sphere recovered on open sea April
1966 off coast Brazil by local fishermen returned to
US June 1966; and

4. Fragment recovered Peru July 9, 1966 tentatively
identlfied from same vehicle as Zambia fragment returned
US July 1966. Numerous other cases of returned
fragments can be citedj
¥YT. Apollo AS-203, of which Zambian fragment most
lkely a part, not yet registered with UN but is
included in report erret}tly I:.;ei.ng forwarded (This

is normal lag between launch and registration). Ho=seweor

M?—wm—nrm €ND TYT .
GP~4

SCI:JWMilner:vml
September 13, 1966 ’

CONFERENT AT

vocz22
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DRAPT-September 15, 15&5

smeobasgy LUSARA s
STATE:
RIF:  Luasslka 474

1. NASA interested in frzgmeat for technical evalugw
tim_@?ﬁemim&lf and-pelitically feasible. Techni-

Lamb. s o thic instance

cal eyaluation fffagmentAnot regest not eritlieal to program.
rapatim:ﬂ: believes high repeat high level spproach nok
r’;:st: n;ts w:r:‘m:{:ed-k Lonelder 1t important that prim:iale
of TN Resolutien 1562 (copy pouched Septenber 15) be matine
talned; L.e., thot gwnership rot effected by passage
through outer space or by Tetwm to earth and thst object
or component parts found beyond the limits of the launching
state shall be Téturned to that state. Request you continus
petient but £ivm inslstence that fregment be returnad. )

2. FYE BASA does not contemplate gending official for
fdentificaticn pucpogss eince identity deoes not appear to te
in diamtef&qtp Ewbessy believes MHASA ewpurt con be of
acaistenea to rzbassy by identifying fragmeat, E-’J-;:‘A williog

sené one. EWD FYIL.,

'ﬂtzm L

Dept. of State, ISY/IPS, Margaret P. Grafeld, Di. ) . DECLASSIFJ‘J%

( )Relcase ( )Excise (' YDeny( )Declassify NASA Lix. Aug§, 305

Exemption (b)( ), B.O. 12958, 25%( X X ) | Reviewer:
Declassifyafier Date:

With NHGA (nnt}obuhod
mbmié L é

e L ——

ulcC
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3. Zexbisn fragment part of Apollo AS-203, of which

gliviar
another, fragment landed in Pexu July 5% 1966. Thet frap-

mept returned to US sede mm@m&gambsis wet FYL.

iz éesirec'fgﬁll,' return portion o Peru for historie and

éisplay puxposes, Suf Al nel 6 Kot fhis madp pect7f o Herl, (ny t:"YI

f&.}:{%ﬁnm&h of Apollo AS~203 met yet registoxed with LH
but iz included in report curvently being forwarded. This
is normal lag between lmmch asnd veglistratiom. £V8 Frz

5. 1In éiscussions with offiecisls GEZ the fullowing
additicnal arguments wey be drawn on as eppropriate:

a. Regolution 1952, konown 28 QT2 Deslaration of

Legal Prim:iplea. Governing the Activities of Ststas in the
Explovation snd Use of Cuter Space UINUOTE, wss passed
unzoirously by the 18th Genoval Assesdly, Zambia mot then
an indspendent state, but £l Africen merbers cf ¥ at
that tine supported the Resolation as did US and USER.
Following sre African states vhich becsme UR merders aft;n:
paesage of vresolution: Zasbils, Gexbiz, Faloyl end Zenya.
B, Twenty pound metal Lragment vecoverad Hanltowog,

4isconsin 1962 ilentified s of Soviet origie snd veturncd

ta USSR by US;

b

S i i Wl 2

-t

00(24
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Lc._ Fragment recovered Brazil May 1966 ifeturned
U8 June 7, 1966; efrer analysis portions being raturped to
Brezil for historic andr:ﬁ}p&h/; puzposes; and

d. Hetal sphérs reccvered on opea sea April
1966 off coast l/sfwzﬂ by Ianal_ fishermen roturned to US

June 196¢. /‘zénsarmsa other cases 0f returned fragnent

can he a’ft‘l_ed_._:'

VAg <mall sumides fr/ ffﬁt?mgw?; f,}{‘ j‘jJ -’?lem q

W gf;umdw wﬁz’gs . Lf"‘“’lﬂ A

iug chasted il Neseleen |
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Sept. 26, 1.956 Gﬂ? qu

C?’b%) v
AmEmbassy LUSAKA : el ﬂ?3\./

Reference: Lusaka 474 ( 5 Py B

1. NASA regards technical evaluation of this particular-fragment as-not

repeat not critical to program; therefore, is(only) interested in obtaining

R

fragme ntsif ;hls can ba accomplished economically and without political
difficultiss, Departmentbelieves high repeat high level approach at this
time not repeat not warmrauted, but considers it important that prineiple
of UN Reasolution 1962 of December 13, 1963 (State 14105 and copy
pouched September 15) be maintained; 1.e., that ownership not affected
by passage throud-*mtar space or by retum to earth and that object or
component parts found beyond the limits of the launching state shall be
returned to that state. Reguest you continue patient but firm insistence

that fragment be returned.

FYI. Definite identification of fragment cannot b= made without personal
inspection and, possibly, analysis but, based on information provided by
Embaasy, there is strong presumption that fragment is from U.S, space

vehicle, Accordingly, NASA doee not contemplate seading official for

Dept. of State, ISS/IPS, Margaret P. Grafeld, Di,
(- ) Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny ( )

Bxempti

iy

TIPS by,

: on (WX ), E.0. 12958, 25%( X ) )
With '

'-!.f.s'f\::,..di;' ;] iih;q.'““
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identification purposes. However, if Embassy believes NASA expert
can be of asgistance to Embassy by identifying fragment, NASA willing
gsend one, If U.8., ownership acknowledged by GOZ, NASA prepared

endeavor to retrieve fragment. End FYI.

2. Zambian fragment believed part of Apollo AS-203, Similar fragment
from same vehicle landed in Peru July 9, 1966. That fragment returned
to U.S. same month for analysis. FYI. Ifdesired, U.S. willing retumn
portion to Zambia for historic and display purposes, but wishes tot to

have this made part of a fleal. End FHI.

3. FYI. launch of Apollo AS~-203 not yet registered with UN but is
included in report currently being fomwarded. This is normal lag

between launch and registration. End FYI.

4. 1In discussions with officiale GRZ,the following additional arguments
may be drawn an as appropriate:

a. Resolution 1662, known as QTE Declaration of Legal Principles
Governing the Antivities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
gpace UNQTE, was passed unanimously by the 18th General Assembly,

Zambia not then an independent state, but all African members of UN

GUC27



at that time supported the Resolution as did U.S8. and USSR. Following
are African states which became UN members after passage of remlution:

Zambia, Gambia, Malawi, and Kenya.

b. Twenty-jpound metal fragment recovered Manitowoc, Wisconsin

1962 identified as of Soviet origin and returned to USSR by US.

e/ Any fragments of U8 origin reported found have been returned

by finder countites.

Clearance: MAQ/Schulherr (in draft:attached

G/Shafer (in draft attached 9/13)

UoCcas
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Dept. of State, ISS/IPS, Margaret P. Grafeld, ;
( ) Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny( ) o

Exemption (b)Y ), B.O. 1295
\%hm ; B,25x( X X )

LS

Embassy has note from MFA dated September 20 whiCh:

From: AmEmbassy LUSAKA

a., Says fragment has been identified by competent Zambian authorities

as being of American origin.

b. Confirms that "fragment is available for study by appropriate

American authorities but may not be removed from Zambia for such

examination,

c. Bxpress "deep concern over this incident which but fortuitous
well

sbsence of property and people on place of incidence could/have

caused extensive damage"

Embassy will await Departmant instructions before making formal reply.
Intend discuss matter at appointment nextnwith regular MFA permanent
secretary who has just returned # after long absence from Ministry.
and will hopefully be more amenable to logistgcal persuasion than his

other officals have been.

Wi1ll give him copy UNGA resclution 1962 provided by Department.

uuca9g



INCOMING TELEGRAM Depariment of State

“ ety 7
R

33
Action
SCL

.CIA

NSA
NASA

Control; - 15703
Rec'd: February 24, 1964
7:13.a.m.
FROM: Canberra
ACTION: Secstate 639

DATE: February 24, 4 .p.m.

Pressure Vessels for NASA
DEPTEL 369, EMBIEL 403

Department of Supply has sycceeded in obtaining other pressure
wvesgel £rom rancher who found.it, and has given it to'Embassy.

Vesagl, wh;l.ch is htact .being. forwardad to Daputment by

-5 =

-369. Vessel 13 in cemdltion :Ln wh:!.ch it was found except for

removal of one bolt and savera.J. new . looking scratches made by
metallurgist at Broken Hill.

It was given yoluntarily to US byz Keith McKimmen, . rancher. who
diseovered 'it. ‘MeKinnon has asked (1) ‘for any information
available regarding its origin and.history and (2) if half
of object can be returned to him as souvenir when US has

i mmplet:ed -analysis, Ambassador has. ur;l,tte.n thank -you notes
“(address Mt. Sturt, via Milparinka, New.South Wales)

md t.n Minister for supply Fairhall. for his -cooperaticn in

' turning over-both halves of original vessel and securing second

.gne. -Recommend appropriate NASA official also write letters
.of appreciation to. HoRinnon and Fairhsll.

Dept.of State, ISS/IPS, Margarot P. Grafeld, Dis BALIE
( ) Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny( ) Declassify /
REE “\Jxemption (b) ),E.0.12958,25x( X X )
) Deslsssifyafier
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€6¥. """ |FROM  : Amorican Consulate BELAH DATE: 20 Harch 1964

**% """ | sussecT: Unidontified Flying Object Falls in State of Acre

1 &=
I REF Y

iﬂ;:;'" I L
ll__J:l__ . The Bolém hawspaper, © 5'333{4, has chwriud large=scels
| coverags of th: errival in Belam of n cupposed "satsllite"
1 | | that fell to earth aomo timo in the sacond woek .of March in

{ ! 7 the areca of Terauaca, north-central part of ths State of 4cre.

> According to the rudber gatheror who witnadsod ths descent of

\7 tha "satcllite”, it fell et a roduced zised with a alight

: spiral spin. He went on to note that {lomes could be seon
coning fron two cnds of tho object as it came down. The
following day, when ho retrieved the object, it lay in a burned

arod.

- ?j
~i

On Harch 18 196l;, the local ronorius for O LIBuZHAL turned |
che qaucllito ovor to nriﬂaduiro Avmzndo ricnezol, Comamasdsy !
of" the Belameheoodquartercd Firat 4ir Zone. AL the invitasisn :
| of Brisadeiro Ilonezes, roproscnbatives of ths Consulats - ;
pormitted to view tae "satellite”. The object iz e hollzs
spherc, 52 inches in circumfercncs and w-iths soms eleven ilos,
Ths sphere was consiructad by welding togather two nenisnzerea,
thoe weld boint an obvions markine on ths surfece of ths ObJJ-U.
The outor siin of ths satelltual has undergones considzmnhls
ciposure or burning but the signa of an carlier over-nz2inting
can atill be seon; one hall painted s uniform darX color waile
the other half of the sphore ig divided between eight conical .
— (pio) slicea of alternating dark and lighter color. Ths I
; ephiers has two abaina with threadod opoainzs on oppositz sides,
i see | ror clociuing nut ticuteninz. Ona nsvri apooars to hava bean
| hwat fusad onto 1t stems In othor respects the "satellits"
$a in umenally soasd candi tio1 (almnst without denta) fo- an

ohjact. that "foll to omrtn" A
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rorem A=LT
raor Balgm deted
20 Mareh 166l

Manesns propnong to send the "eatallite”
Z e ~iea of Ehe Chinf of fLnfl of the Boanilion Riw
I’P.‘:'"t"l in Pic ac ‘Tvu‘:;.o o T "‘1 W q;-stﬁnnt‘ip-h '1'1""
_'.’.:lr'adniro i:: ‘zomat: n*‘ dnu'bt. 1-1 that £hn .".‘."J""‘I'I'J nvar wao
part of & "esatellito™, but, likn thn Conaulnta repreasnte-
tives, at sn agual loss to atate whant it is. Ono hypothesis
Is that 1t is & fuoel tonlz of some Uyne.

‘There ere atteched the followin@* of the object:

7. The "satellite" -
“ 2+ Clcse un of fused siom
" 3. Brig. Menezes pointing to fused stem,

,,/ .;_.n el

]

Clippings from the newspaper O LIEBERAL Ade also attached.

T A e

I*:,man Bloom
Am ricnn Consul '

.'/‘, “
vy
Enoclosuren: Photosk: & copiea each for tha Denartment
- 1 eopy sach for the Embass
CLIPPINGS: 6 ecopiss each for tho Departmant
1 copy each for the Embassy

CC: Minlster HMein, .ﬂmsrican Embasay, Rio de Janelpo
Science Attache, Amembassy, Rio (with enclosures)
- Air Attache, fmembassy, Rio (with enclosures)
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A-57 W‘JSE wg 3 52

NQ. 1%5 D(-l" 7 r~wplinc IND[caTOR
TO : DEPARTMENT OF STATE s
g DISTRIBUT |ON
o R ANALYS\'SBR& HeH
FROM *  Amconsul DHAHRAN DATE: ekt 7}, el

SUBJECT : Aramco Recovers Two al-Hadidah Meteorites
REF

Department's Telegram 88, October 13, 1965; B. Congen Telegram
l"ffhos to Department; C. Department!s Telegram 3&1 D.. Congen Telegram.
5 0 * i71 to Department ‘hign
LNEA

Ouring his extended stay in Saudi Arabia earlier this year to prepare
an illustrated article on the Kingdom for the National Geographic Magezine,.
Mr. Thomas J. ABERCROMBIE was taken to the well-known al-Hadidah craters
(50° 28' £ 21?2 30" N) in the Rub al-Khali by an Framco bedouin guide. Mr.
Abercrombie viewed and photegraphed & large meteorite near the crater,
estimating its weight at two tons.

Upon returning to Washington, Mir. Abercrombie discussed the meteorite
with the Smithsenian Institution, which expressed an interest in recovering
it for study and analysis (Reference A). Stimulated by messages between
Mr. Abercrombie and Aramco President Mr. Thamas C. BARGER, Aramco sent a
team to al-Hadidah crater to recover the meteorite, using heavy equipment
already available at a seismographic field camp north of Ubaylah. The team
recovered not only the large meteorite seen by Mr. Abercrombie but also a
smaller one 200 yards farther south.

Both meteorites were trucked to Dhahran and have since been found to
weigh 4,800 pounds and 470 pounds respectively. The larger one was esti-
mated by the team in al-Hadidah to weigh 1,100 pounds (Reference B), but
fir. Abercrombie!s estimate proved ta be much closer. Both meteorites are
of the iron family and have a high specific gravity. Enclosure No. 1
gives extracts from an Aramco report on the team's visit to al-Hadidah and
on the preliminary examination of the meteorites,

Enciosure:
o (1) Excerpts from Aramco Report on al-Hadidah Meteorites N
Decontrol following Octobar 27, 1966 S D et
:?:3"05-323 L LUSE 3= CJom

Uralte) by f

/' CCHaldy mtd 10/27 /65

Cleatances:

Loco3
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Page 2, A-57 from Dhahran
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

SAG o SGAToRh L and TR e ae TieY SPoE.aPReRnI T O e SR TRSonTan REr Deudy,
in the thought that the smaller would serve the Smithsonian's purpose, that SAG
would more readily agree to export of the smaller if the larger were retaiped for
exhibit in the Kingdom, and that shipping costs would be lower for the smaller.
The company instructed its representatives in Jidda and Washington to make appro-
priate contacts to pass its suggestion to the agencies concerned. The company
also stated that it is willing to crate and arrange shipment of either meteorite,
al though costs of shipment from Dammam to Washington cannot be borne by Aramco,
As was mentioned in Reference C, the compahy suggested that Embassy Jidda brief
Minister of Petroleum Zaki Yamani on the matter, since SAG will undoubtedly rely
on his advice and judgment regarding export of the meteorite to the United States.

Comment: Aramco geologists and other researchers had long wanted an excuse
to do something about the al-Hadideh meteorites, and company officials jumped at an
excuse to effect recovery of ‘the two relatively easily retrievable ones. Aramco
presumed that it would be called upon to supply the eguipment and geographic ex-
pertise- in-any-eventy,-and-it-moved-rapidly- to.bring in.the meteorites.once there ... .
was stimulus to do sa. The company did not view with enthusiasm Mr. Abercrombie's
receiving acclaim for the ''discovery" of an object that had long been of interest
to Aramco and that it would undoubtedly do the work of recovering anyway. The
company desires that its action not be made known in general until SAG has been

informed of the whole project,

Arth B. Allen
Americarw'Consul General
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Reviewer: =
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— g —  Enclosure 1
A«57 from Dhahran

EXCERPTS FROM ARAMCO REPORT ON Al-HADI'DAH METEORITES

«useThe rim of the main crater was quite distinct, its out!ine marked
with white rock and black fused silica; although a northern sector had been
drifted over with sand. The crater appears much deeper from the ground than
it does from the air; we estimated it to be 25 feet deepases

«sssThe meteorite, which appeared to be nearly pure iron with a thin,
dark brown oxide crust, was in the form of a shallow cone. The pitted but
roughly level top surface was about three and one-half feet in diameter. As
viewed from the side, the iron tapers to a smooth, blunted point. The depth
of the cone was about 18-24 inches. The meteorite is obviously of the
"oriented' type. The blunt point of the cone, or "head', wa€ downward, and
the iron was immersed in drift sand nearly to the top flat surface. There

-~ wis some fused silica inm the vicinity of the iron,” bul rndné apparently imme=
diately beneath it or in contact with it. The piece was photographed in place
and then turned over with the bulidozer and lifted onto the trailer with the
Kenwor th A-frame. Its weight was later determined to be about 4,500 pounds,
(sic: 4,800 pounds).

That evening Tahir, the Kenworth driver, discovered another, apparently
unoriented, meteorite southeast of the first location. This was smaller,
weighfng 470 pounds, and more deeply exidized. There was no fused sand n=ar
it. This was also photographed and loadzd onto the trailer.

Hadban, our guide, told us that he and his fellow tribesmen kiiew of Five
pieces of fron in 8ll. Two we had found; but there were three more, he said.
These meteorites are said to be uncovered at different times as the low dunes
move over them. HWadban showed us two lecations, now covered with dunes; where
he had seen irons of about the same size as those we had already fourd.. An-
other , much larger, he had heard of but had not seen himself. He. had heard
his friends describe the location and showed us where it is supposed.to’lie.

The following is a list of the lacations of the two recovered metearites
and approximate locations of the three others as pointed out by Hadban. All
azimuths are magnetic; they and the distances sre measured from the triangulation
station on the main crater rim.

1. To meteorite found by Abercrombie: azimuth 196°; distance 383 meters
2. To meteorite found by Tahir: azimuth 176%; distance 575 meters

3. To reported metecrite under dune: azimuth approx. 270°; approx.
distance 700 meters

4. Yo reported meteorite under dune: azimuth approx. 337°; Approx.
distance 900 meters

]
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Enclosure |
A-57 from Dhahran

5. To reported buried meteorite ('very large'): approx.
azimuth 36°; distance 1,500 meters

There are at least four craters at al-Hadidah in addition to the
deep main crater. These lie northwest of the main crater approximately in
the locations reported by Philby (The Empty Quarter, 1933; opp. p. 180).
These are filled with sand but are clearly distinguishable on the ground
by the scattering of black fused silica around their rim lines.' One of
these craters appears to have a diameter greater than that of the main '
crater. Low level vertical aerial photography of the area would greafsdy

s

simplify mapping these other cfaters and might well disclose others
nﬁrby.coon 2
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/0 a3 i
s=Torren NASA wishes to obtain the remainder of the metal

fragment referred to in the Embassy's A-T64 for purvoses

S
ﬂ of analysis and evaluation.
lf

The Embassy should forward the fragment as promptly

\_/ as possible to Mr Leo X. Abernethy, NASA Headquariers,

600 Independence Avenue, Code MAO, Washington, D. C
20646, informing the Fonoff in low key beforehand.
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FROM : Amembassy OSLO paTE: June 2, 1965

i ‘SUBJECT ::  Transmitting Pisce of Light Metal which ie Possibly from
—_—tot o an American Space Craft

TR ’ zua AlR REF

Lnuv.ll ciA _:l;;vv

A e LS : . ", T
030 | USIA® |.msA » ‘The Embassy has received a letter from Oivind HOLST,

&5] § ) % | ', Kirkenes, enclosing a piece of light metal which he said was found

s during Easter 1964 in the ice over the Ropeld Lake in South Varanger,

e The area is in thé far north of Norway and only a few kilometers from
f the Soviet border,

Mr, Holst said that the following label appeared on a section of
the metal:

H, J. Thompsou Fibegrglass Company
Los:Angeles, California

S 125 H, - 24068-9.
o LMSD 1461655 -9G
e e
2= f'-':l- The metal was melted at the edges and contained strong anneal
2 = colors; Mr, Holst submitted the metal on the thought that it might be
o ) from an American space craft, conéidermg the ramotd place where
E 0 it was found,
[ =2
3 _ Mr. Holst is retaining the rest of the metal sheet in the svent ‘
2 there will be need of it,
™y - Mélgaret Joy Tibbetts :
Ericlosure: ’zl(/fr 13-4 Amba_ta sador ;
Metal described above. |
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TAR | suBJECT : Unidentified Object Explodes in sea off New Hebrides

The following item from the British Newsletter of the New Hebrides
g .3 Anglo-French Condominium of Junme 30, 1965, is quoted in its entirety:-

we "Ten pecple in the Lolten area, North Pentecost report having
seen an unidentifiable flying object fall into the pea and

It is described as comprising two cylinders joined ,

a small plane, was
‘hitting the water.’
glaim to have heard the sxplosion.”

b -

— UNCIASSIFIED

bogathar and trailing smcke .

The object, about the size of

travelling at high speed and exploded on

Other peonle who did not see the object-

fgm,gupé’ ey
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Amerlcan Consul
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OBJECT BELIEVED TO BE BATTERY OPERATED WEATHER BaALLOON TRANSMITTE!
FOUND NEAR COCHABAMBA LOCATION . 17 DEGREES SOUTH, 80-6 DEGREES 40 -
MINUTES WEST. WHITE PLASTIC CASE BEARS LEGEND "TRANSMITTER .
RADIOSONDE TRANSMITTER T-435/AMTAB" aND CARRIES SERIAL NUMBER
54241. MANUFACTURER IS AUTOMATIC MANUFACTURING DIVISION OF
GENERAL INSTRUMENT CORP. AUTOMATIC MODULATOR BEARS SERIAL NUMBER
352973, AND BAROMETER PART CARRIES NUMBER 38015.

‘UNIT NOW IN POSSESSION OF LOCAL DEPARTMENTAL PREFECT. PLEASE
ADVISE IF ADVISABLE SECURE TRANSMITTER UNIT AND SENT TO APPROPRIATE

USG ADDRESSEE. MCVICKAR
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- =1 70 : Amembassy BUENOS AIRES '
[ Dept. of State, ISS/IPS, Margaret P. Grafeld, Dir. ’3pfv"“\ '
71 il B \ { JRelease ( ) Excise ( ) Deny ( ) . :
3 . Exemption (b)( ), B.O. 12958, 28x( ){ ) ) _1
mﬂﬁ@ ) Declassify after : .

: ! ‘ 5
, DDt te T
spm som) oae Lwmom Dewmmtmﬂﬁ.;ﬂ% 8 ﬁk?gﬂ
WEe| S8e | T8 | supseeT « Recovery of Space Vehicle Fragments

k-1 I "~ | REF : Embassy's A-800, March 6, 1965 and Previous
=3
AR=aY :“.‘) MAVY r—
E [ T The Department has been informed by Dr. Frederick Brown

D | Us: M ;

5 = currently here on consultation, that the Argentine Foreign Office
;, @ by formal note has rebuifed the Embassy's efforis, extending over
L&

the past several months, to acguire the presumably Americen
space vehicle fragments for analysis in the United States. It is
reqguested that copies of the note and cf any other correspondence
. pertinent thersto be forwarded to the Depariment.

Lo’

In the meantime, for the Embassy's guidance in informal
contacts with Argentine authorities, there is enclosed a copy

& of U. N, General Assembly Resolution 1862 (XVIII), which was 3
4 unanimously adopted (Argentine voting for Zdoption) at the UNGA \
o i meeting of December 13, 1963. The key portion for purposes
e~ Z of the matter at hand is found in paragraph 7, as follows:
e o "Ownership of objects launched into outer space, and of their
== a component parts, is not affected by their passage through outer space
S 8 or by their return to the earth. Such objects or component parts
-~ found beyond the limits of the State of regisiry shall be returned
& A& to that State, which shall furnish identifying data upon request
¢ prior to return. "
it
P " Ambassddor Stevenson, in addressing UNCA's Committee
A No. I prior to plenary action, stressed the USG's belief that the
principles enunciated in the draft resolution reflected "international-
law as it is accepted by the members of the United Nations".
o D532
T oL MFSmithiby
Tlearsscest

: ARA/APU - Mr. Bartch
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of the U.N. Commiitee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
in drafting the agreement. For this reason, we are confident that
Argentina would not wish to viclate the spirit of Resolution 1962
(XVIII) -~ for which it and all other members of the U.N. voted =-
while the work of the Subcommittee is proceeding.

Further instructions will be drafted when the above-reguested
correspondence is received.

Enclosure: RUSK

Copy of UNGA Resolution
1962 (XVI)
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A=-57. from Dhahran

A

EXCERPTS FROM ARAMCO REPORT ON A]-HADI'DAH METEORITES (N3

seeaine rim of the main crater was quite distinct, its outline marked
with white rock and black fused silica; although a northern sector had been
drifted over with sand. The crater appears much deeper from the ground than
it does from the air; we estimated it to be 25 feet deepasas

esssThe meteorite, which asppeared to be nearly pure iron with a thin,
dark brown oxide crust, wes in the form of a shallow congs The pitted but
roughly level top surface was about three and one-half feet in diameter. As
viewed from the side, the iron tapers to a smooth, blunted point, The depth
of the cone was about 18-2l4 inches. The meteorite is obviously of the
"oriented" type. The blunt point of the cone, or "head", was downward, and
the iron was immersed in drift sand nearly to the top flat surface, There
was some fused silica in the vicinity of the iron, but none apparently imme-
diately beneath it or in contact with it, The piece was photegraphed in place
and then turned over with the bulldozer and lifted onto the trailer with the
Kenworth A-frame. Its weight was later determined to be about 4,500 pounds,
(sic: 4,800 pounds).

That evening Tahir, the Kenworth driver, discovered another, apparently
unoriented, meteorite southeast of the first location. This was smaller,
weighing 470 pounds, and more deeply oxidized. There was no fused sand near
it. This was also photographed and loaded onto the trailer.

Hadban, our guide, told us that he and his fellow tribesmen kiew of five
pieces of iron in all. Two we had found; but there were three more, he said.
These meteorites are said to be uncovered at different times zs the low dunes
move over them. Hadben showed us two locations, now covered with dpnesj whersg
he had seen jrons of about the same siz€ as those we had already fourid., An-
other, much larger, he had heard of but had not seen himself. He had heard
his friends describe the jocation and showed us where it is supposed.to’lies

The following is a 1ist of the lacaticns of the two recovered metecrites
znd approximate locations of the three others as pointed out by Hadban. All
: are magnetic; they and the distances are measured from the triangulation
on the maip crater rim.
1. To meteorite found by Abercrombie: azimuth 196%; distance 383 meters

2. To meteorite found by Tahir: azimuth 176%; distance 575 meters

3. To reported meteorite under dune: azimuth approx. 270%; approx.
distance 700 maters

¥ b. To reported meteorite under dune: azimuth approx. 337°%; approx.
distance 900 meters

L-AMITFEDOFF ICIAL US -




Enclosure |
A~57 from Dhahran

5 To reported buried metecrite (“very large'): approx.
azimuth 36°; distance 1,500 meters

There are at least four craters at al-Hadidah in addition to the
deep main crater. These lie northwest of the main crater approximately in
the locations reported by Philby (The Empty Quarter, 1933; opp. p. 180).
These are filled with sand but are clearly distinguishable on the ground
by the scattering of black fused silica around their rim lines.’ One of
these craters appears to have a diameter greater than that of the main
crater. Low level vertical aerial photography of the area would greag#y

simplify mapping these other cfaters and might well disclose others
nearby. 'EEL y

| W

P>
-

" VSVN

9. Hdet ¥
CEIVERER




£ ‘\l 5 ' / DLBFUSLIT WS

®
Init.
Action
~  1Info

Tickle
b 4 ‘ ‘) : )

External Routing

Dept. of State, ISS/IPS, Margaret P. Grafeld, Dir. '

( )Rdma(é}()iﬁ;ha(m;muy( ) Declassify

Exemption 0. 12958, 25x( )( X ) i ;

“p ) Declassifyafter Wﬂ:;
Q‘ﬂ.

ont:\\E!’\ ﬁ ol ‘ : '
r )\4 pu Dlh 2] o | . s 1
1 . \ Date X\ /f,"' £ "fp{ ¥
_ ; w0 L

A
N

D AR 1z -
PN
%“f%
 PE
%

Lo




“aen |

M SPI US

N3

coM FRA

ST | Las | TA;!-[

HANDLING INDICATOR

™ |

!M!i AlR

ARMY

cla iNAYY

oA ..

USIA

FROM

ANBLYSIS & puis 2
ke SEUTION
pate. August 12, 1965

!membassy CSLO

SUBJECT : Jmeriban Space Fragment

REF

-

Embassy' 8 A-764, June 24, 1965; Department's 4-9, July 20, 1965.
4

Attached for forwarding to NASA is the remainder of the metal
fragment found by Mr. Pivind Holst on Ropelo Lzke in South Varanger,

North Norway.
The Bmbassy bas not informed officials in the Foreign Office aboutb
the metel fregment and would prefer not to discuss it with them unléss
we are able to supply some indication as to the reasons for NASA's

interest in the metal, -
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Reviewer: |+,
Reference: Embtel 923 3 Date: 1|4y

NASA accepts Zamblan offer. Please express appreciation.

O T ety e &)

,g. {/Emhaaay please photograph ebject, if possible, in color.

| é After photography, cut object into trangportable pleces. Cutting

may be done anyway practicable, torch, hacksaw, or breaking.

hlp pieces by any means practieal to Lusaka. Notify Department

of ETA Lusaka. Crate or package lightly.

|

/"” A Ko , OV #oomt
ﬁ 5 Expenses of photography/ removal, and crating should be paid in

local cr USB curmrency, billl?b submitted through Department to NASA,

llt“ﬂ- D
: Attentlon: #vdght Conrad; Code BAS,
: /




2
% Pleces should be addressed to: Marshall Space Flight Center,
Huntsville, Alabama, 35812, Attention: T. Rankin, Code I-MO-Q.
_ ' "
5_’ Shipment within U.S. will be by commercial carrier; converted +& 9% eramant

bill of lading at destination.
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AmEmbassy LONDON

Info: Mbabame - Pretoria

Ref: Embtel 3608

NASA tentatively identifies object as of U,S. origin and desires

it for analysis, results of which will be made avallable to HMG.

Flease airpouch object to SCI for forwarding to NASA,

< Jf %‘,ﬁ}a«/
% "
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Nov. 18, 1966

AmEm LONDON
PRETORIA .
AmCon MBAEBANE

Reference: London's 3608

NASA requests source and confirmation of info contained reftel that

object landed at 0900 August 24.

LASSIFILD
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I Reviewer: M. .
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Aclion

SCI NNNNZCZ CLDD 685 e e
gg :UEHC ;
; UDTCR 3648C 3851831
ik ZNY CCCCC 30 00-?4
e R oLISIEz NOU-66 e
AMEMBASS YL ONDON \6
E‘F TO RUEKC/SEGSTATE WASHDC 196 NOV | P2
INFO ZEN/AMEMBASSY PRETORIA | .
EUR RUDT ZR/AMEMBASSY M3ASANE
10 STATE GRNC Dept. of State, ISS/IPS, Margaret P. Grafeld, Dir.
P BT () Relense ( ) Excise ( ) Deny( )
USLA : \gﬂmhm(bx ) B.0.12958,25x( ) ) )
NSC W — - W
INR LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LONDOW 3608 fH
%2;. REF: MBABANE 53, LONDON 3348 Mhﬂﬁ
if&m SUBJ: SATELLITE SECTIGN FOUND IR SWAZILAND ;
(FASA . I. COMMONWEALTH OFFICE OFFICIAL CALLED EMBASSY THIS MORNING
SMT TO SAY OBJECT WHICH LANDED AT SIGIVE HILLS NEAR LUBULI IN
0ST SWAZILAND AT 0908 AUGUST 24-HAS NQW ARRIVED IN LONDON. FROM

POLICE DESCRIPTION HMG BELIEVES 1'1' MAY BE PART OF NASA SATELLHE.-

2. ACCORDING POLICE DESCRIPTION, OBJECT IS TRUNCATED CONE SIX
RSR AND ONE HALF INCHES IN MEIGHT AND WEIGHING JUST OVER TWELVE
POUNDS. UPPER HALF MEASURES ELEVEN INCHES ACROSS, LOWER HALF
EIGHT AND ONE HALF INCHES. CONE APPEARS TO BE MADE OF ALUMINUM.
INSIDE CONE IS HOLLOW CYLINDER FOUR INCES IN DIAMETER. 1IN

LOWER PGRTION OF CONE IS PORTHGLE WITH DOUBLE GLASS, WITH
INNER GLASS HELD DOWH BY CU;LAR SECURED BY EIGHT BOLTS WIRED
TOGETHER.

3. ON WIDE SIDE OF CONE, WHICH APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO
GREAT HEAT, THERE IS CURK PACKING THAT HAS BEEN BOLTED 70 SOMETHIN
ELSE BY EIGHT BOLTS, OF WHICH THREE HAVE BEEN BURNED OFF,
INSCRIPTION NaS 33413 VB IN RAISED LETTERS AWD NUMERALS APPEARS
ON ONE OF BOLTS.

4. CO OFFICIAL ADDED OBJECT HAS BEEN TESTED ‘FOR RADICACTIVITY
AND FOURD NOT DANGEROUS. »

26 Ioa.m:m‘ IS AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION IF USE SO DESIRES. PLEASE
VISE. :
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AmConsul MBABANE

Due possibility liability implications and difficulty usually
encountered in making authoritative determination identificrtien ﬁ(?f&v
of space fragments, any identification by either Consulate or
Smithsonian representative should be tentative. Government should

be informed that U .S, would like obtain object for forwarding to

NASA Headquarters Washington for examination and analysis in order-
ascertain if part of U.S. space vehicle. If Government unwilling

make object available, Consulate requested await further instructions

from Department before making representations. s
. X wv&g(/")
§ 0 1k W
e
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AmPmbassy MOSCOW

DATE: -september 13, 1966
TAR | sUBJECT :

Vew Meteorite Antenna at Tadzhik Academy of Sciences
Y *2 | REF :
){;Vi s
Jeia | Mavy
W e LU

NEA

Pravda of September 7, 1966 carries a photo of what is reputed to be 2

new antenna complex for studying meteors at the Tadshik Academy of
MEF| Miil e Sciences' Institute for Astrophysics.

Enclosed is a reproduction of the photo and caption.
KOHLER

rd p }/ }/\./
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Pravda photos
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AmEmbassy LUSAKA

Embtel 274
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Amembassy RIO DE JANEIRC
Amconsul CURITIRA
Amembassy MOSCOW e

4, Dr. Mendonca will also be interested in the enclosed color

. Department of State DATE:
T ] LAB | TAR SURJECT ! ' .
TR 'I‘m-:a AR L e : Rio's A-206 é
o | TSR [ RAVY]
SiG" G‘%‘? it i 1. A laboratory report on the space fragmoen:s is expected Hl
4| 45 j shortly. A copy or a resume will be sent to Dr. Mendonca through
e N Is.
DS T‘]’ e Embassy chaunels
; Y
M‘“i 2. The observations of May 6, 1866, we have reason to believe,
were those caused by the break-up of a Scviet spacscraft, probably
of Cosmos 117. On the other hand, the US fragments found in Rioc Negec
BN had reentered on April 29, 1966,
-5 PN
poy 2l 3. In order to be forthcoming, and in appreciation of the
= o Brazilians' cooperative attitude, NASA will forward to CNAE a share
‘i o "".g - of the fragments found. However, & share of the fragments had
»9 g to be broken up for analytical purposes, and a small share ig being
E % kept by NASA. In this connection it is recalled that the UN resolution,
- & cited in Deptel 1833 sent Curitiba 11 (May 2¢, 1966), clearly states that
2o the title remains with the country of origin.
g nf
3}

Dept. of Siate,
)Rel_eue(
by

photographs of the sphere that was retrieved by the Brazilian
fishermen. The sphere was a part of the service module of the
AS 201 Apollo test, & controlled, sub-orbital re-entry test which
re~eulered, as planned, in mid-Atlantic.
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AMEMEASSY T.TMA

Ref. Rmbtel 42k

Press guidance remsins as stated DEPCIRTEL 2116 of April 29,
1966 to which may be added the following if Inquiry received
regarding lisbility 4n the event of injury or damege caused

by & fragment:®,& %a Fations reeolution of December 13, 1963
states quote Bach State.which launches or procurss the launching
of an object into outer space, and each State from whose ter-
ritory or facility an object is lsunched, is internationally
lisble for damsge dorne to a fah:-.ign gtate or tc its naturel

or Juridical persons by such o'bjéqt or ites component rarts

on the earth, in air space, or in ] r gpace unquote., The
United States voted for this resolutioy. Following the adoption
of the resolution, Ambassador Btevenecn that we belleve
these legal principles reflact internatliona- law as it is
accepted by the msmhers of the United nations."\%h United

States for its part "intends to respect these printiples.”
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internaticnal law ac it is zccepted by the members of the United Nationc.

The United Siates for its pazt "intende to respect these principles.”
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_| would _regard the resoltution as_ijmnriwx binding upon it with the

AMEMBASSY T.IMA

Ref. Embtel'lL2lh
Press guidanee-remains—as-gtated DEPCIRIEL—2116 of -April-29;———

1966 to_which may be added the following if inguiry received.

|| regarding liﬂhﬂlty in the event of injury or damage caused

by a fragment :Quote

i j.l-ﬁr-;—-—h United Nations-resnlution.of -December 13, 1963.-states-

"Each State which launches or procures the launching of an object
into outer space, and each 8tate from whose territory or facility

.an object is launched, is intenmtionally liable for damage done

to a i‘orelgn Sta‘t.e or t.o its natural or juridical persons by sut:h
_66,:]501'; or its compbnéi-‘b f)sfté_dii ‘the earﬁh,in air space, or in
outer space", The United States voted for this resoclution. On -

- Ambassader Stevenson- stated that the United.States

i‘orce and aff.‘ect o_ mtamt:.onal 1aw.
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s+ INFO :  AmCon CURITIBA Wit l (ot |
_ IPSby L. Date_ ) 27 /]
com | *mm | proM AmErbassy RIO DE JANEIRO  parg: June 3, 1966
LAB | TAR | cuBJECT : Unidentified Frasmentﬂ
s A | M| reF . Telegrams 009 Curitiba to Daﬂt.; 008 Curitiba to
S Dept.; 2669 Rio to Dept.; 2640 Rio to Dept.;
'}'3 Ng_:*, - 1885 Dept. to Rio, 11 to Curitiba -
umul NS A ‘J&L)
/213 1. The Department has been advised that the fragments that
os7| fell on May 6 near the Parana-S8ante Caterina border have
i been recovered and sent to the Brazillan National Space

Commisslon (GNAE) at B3o Jose dos Campos, State of SHo Paulo,

2., This reporting officer is attempting to expedite
acquisition of the fragments for forwarding to NASA for
identification and analysis., In this regard, a CNAE spokes-
man informed the Embassy that Dr, Fernando de Mendonga,'
Technical Chief, CNAE, had suthorized release of the material
June 3., The Embassy expects to réceive the fragments the
week of June 6 and will forward them to NASA by the most
rapld mesns of transportation available, informing-the
Department by wire when and how shipped.

3 Attached are all press relesses complled by the Embassy
and the Consulate, The fact 1s that the incident caused
considereble disturbance and conjecture among the populace,
most witnesses reporting that the object descended in _ .
flemes and exploded before reachlng the ground,  Most local
sclentists and Brazilian authorities who have examined the
fragments believe that NASA should make an examination and
report to advise the Brazilian public of the origin of the
fragments, The Embassy has also recelved press lnquirileg
es to the possibility of future space fragments endangering
human life or property. As guidance 1in responding to this
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Rio de Janeiro A-1235

UNCLASSIFIED 2
__E-‘b

uestion; ‘the Embassy has taken the guldelines set forth in

he Department's telegram 1838, dated April 29, 1966,
4. Following NASA's receipt of the fragments, the Embassy
and the Consulate will apprecliate a report which may be
uged for the Brazilian press and other interested parties,
The Embassy ls particularly grateful to NASA for their
past prompt action in forwarding the enlarged prints and

identification of the sphere recovered by fisherman off
the coagt of Recife and trustes that

; prompt action will
likewise be effected in this case. ’
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May 26, 1966

AmConsul CURITIBA
Info: AmEmbassy Ric de Janeiro

Ref: Curitica Tel 7, sent Ric UNN May 25

Deptol s ey “Ratab-Rds

In order determine whether reported objects are part of U.8, space-
craft, acquisition of fragments and forwarding to NASA for identifica-
tion and analysis urgently requested. In support of acquigition, in
case of necessity, it will be recalled that UN resolution of 13 Dec-
ember 1963 confirms that owernship of spacecraft component parts
remalns with country of registry (origin).
I

C{YI) Description given in Curitaba's #7 insufficient for identification.

Inscription “"NASA -140" is not repeat not believed to be accurate.

Please re-check. END FYI, PN
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AmEmbassy RIO DE JANEIRO o 5 e
Info: AmConsul CURITIBA l {W
i e Tl
7 PR '
- ,f.a';\m x
Brazillan authorities and scientists should be informed that NASA m? & "
tentatively identified recovery fragments as parts of Saturn (Apollo el
vehicle) probe (SA-5) launched January 29, 1964 which broke up and ’ v
parts of which re~entered April 29, 1966. Observations of aerial "v"‘"{ ?:_1

gpectacle on May 6, 1966, however, not connected with SA-5 but

with break-up of spacecraft not of U.S, corigin. Formal report of analysis nibr

of Simér fragments which is expected to contain data of scientific '1,,-
interest, will be furnished Brazllian authorities.. F_"..’}':.‘ ;
A

In responge to inquiries, press may be informed that small parts of
SA-5 survived re-entry into atmosphere on April 29 and that fragments
found appeared to be of this spacecraft. Aerial display on May 6 not

repeat not of same spacecraft and not of U.S. origin. In case of
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AmConsul CURITIBA
Info: AmEmbassy Rio de Janeiro

Ref: Curitica Tel 7, sent Rio UNN May 25
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In order determine whether reported objects are part of U.8. space-
craft, acquisition of fragments and forwarding to NASA for identifica-
tion and analysis urgently requested. In support of acquisition, in
case of necessity, it will be recalled that UN resolution of 13 Dec=
ember 1963 confirms that owernship of spacecrait component parts

remains with country of registry (origin).

Description given in Curitaba's 47 insufficient for identification.

Inscription "NASA-]40" is not repeat not believed to be accurate.

Please re-check. END FYI, .
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FIELD - JINCIASSTFIRD Y
MESSAGE " CLASSIFICATION | B r RO RIS S ___T,,

L
U. 5. INFORMATION SERVICE ((
i 5oL T
FROM: (SIS = OUAGADOUGCU g | ok . TERR
ro. USIA WASHINGTON “MESSAGE No. | A
nER November 26, 1965! + L
DATE
AGENCY US-E- | = miE : : e =N
s —I
_Eﬂ%{‘i_\:_)-_l The Agency's Progress in Sapce exhibit opened Octeober 5, 1965 with

gpeeches by Upper Voltan President Maurice Yamfogo, Assistant Secretary
of State G. Mennen Williams anc Ambassador 5. Estes in Ouagadougou's
/CS City Hall., Outside, the Army's Brass Band, the President'sGuard of Homor

INFo. | and groups of native dancers, musicians and megicians and thousands of
onlookers greeted the Presidents of the National Assembly and the Economic
S and Social Council, nine ministers and several hundred other high

115 | government officials and educators imvited to the ceremonies, The
» President spoke long and with enthusiam for American space accomplishments
/OP/E and relations between the two countries. Earlier in the program Governor

A Willia-ms presented him with autographed photographs of Astronauts Cooper
4 and Conrad, The entire ceremonies were televised, broadcast live over
}! ms Radio Haute-Volta and were well covered in the press,

f 6}?/(-; After one week in the City Hall the exhibit was dismantled in order

”55‘ to free the suditoriuvm for the President's wedding ceremony. We moved c¢n to

' the House of Youth, ILetters and calls to schools and organiszed groups in
/[QS and near Quagadougou resulted in excellent attendance, especially among
school age groups, Lectures, guided tours and dally film shows at the
exhibit site were effective in convincing our audiences of America's
progress and superiority in space.

As a companion exhibit we persuaded the Voltan government to loan us
a sBatellite fragment which had fallen on Upper Volta severzl years ago.
This idea of a "joint exposition' seemed appesling to the visitors,

| AG B ' Plane to present the exhibit in other cities were reluctantly abardonasd
/‘gﬁs ‘. because of the prohibitive cost of transportation and maintenance.

2571S
Photographs of the exhibit are attached,

J ‘\3;
| o -{j’- . " 3 Harshall Berg
-1Q (AN “iﬁpﬁ'- 1\‘:.'@\\ L Pablic Affairs Officer
b PIME\QAES‘B: e Dept. of State, ISS/IPS, Margarct P. Grafeld, Dir.
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Statement Rega{din{'g Cd&mos 96

f ¢
(ﬁn 26 August 2003, | was contacted viaaphone by a Ms. Leslie Kean with an
ihquiry regarding the reentry of the Cosmos 96 satellite on 9 December 1965.
She wanted to know if the time and location bf reentry of Cosmos 96 on that date
were known and if any other satellite wa? known to have reentered on that date.

il J !
A quick search of the U.S. Satellite Catalog revealed that Cosmos 96 was the
only cataloged object to have reentered on 9 December 1965. | so informed Ms.
Kean. |did provide Ms. Kean copies of a few pages on Cbsmos 96 and related
spacecraft from a book | authored in the 1970's, befere coming to !;ork at NASA
The book is titled Handbook of Soviet Lunar and Planetary Exploration, published
as Volume 47 of the Science and Technology Series, American Astronautical ]
Society, 1978.

1

|
|

In response to a request by Ms, Kean, | [.{ese‘arched the NASA Orbital Debris
Program Office data files for tracking data (aka two-line element sets from the
U.S. Space Surveillance Network) on Cosmos 96 (U.S. Catalog Number 01742);
however, no data for that object were found. | later contacted Air Force Space
Command and received historical tracking data for Cosmos 96 (Attachment 1).
Using these data and an Air Force Space Command software package, | was
able to reconstruct the possible flight path (groundtrack) of Cosmas 98 on 9
December 1965, | sent to Ms. Kean on 10 October an émail (Attachment 2)
containing two graphics depicting the only possible southbound pass oj Cosmos
96 on 9 December 1985, if it had not already reentered the atmbspherd. No part
of Cosmos 96 could have landed in Pennsylvania in the local afternoon of 9
December 1965. T .

Ms. Kean informed me that she had subsequently acquired information from DoD
that Cosmos 96 had actually reentered earlier in the day. | received g letter from
Ms. Kean, dated 6 November 2003, which included a copy of the DoD\ letter. Ms.
Kean's letter also included a copy of a NASA Form 135, dated 26 January 1968,

which referred to NASA Fragology Files.: | informed Ms. Kean that | was
unaware of any files ar program by that nama.

The NASA Orbital Debris Program Office did not exist in the 1980's, and it
contains no other information related to the FOIA request.

Heds
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: St
JOHNSON, NICHOLAS L. (NICK) (JSC-SX) (NASA)

5| T
From: JOHNSON, NICHOLAS L. (NICK) (JSC-SX) (NASA)
Sent: Friday, October 10, 2003 8:17 AM |
To: 'Kean, Leslie’
Subject: Cosmos 96 |
| i
Ms. Kean, : J

Attached below are two graphics depicting the projected grou dirack of Cosmos 86 in the morning of 9 December 1965,
The second chart s merely an enlargement of the Canadian-US region. This is the only time during the day that Cosmos
96 passed over Canada and then passed over Pennsylvania on the same revolution, |

As noted previously, | cannot confirm that Cosmas 96 was still in orbit during this time, but, if it were, this is the path it
would have taken The spacecraft also passed over PennsylVania very garly on © December (soon after midnight local
time), but it was coming from lhe south, instead of the north. J :
It would have been impossible for debris from Cosmaos 96 to )java fallen in Pennsylvania during the afternaan or early
evening (local time) on 9 December B =

Nick Johnson |

A e A

e

Coszmos 56.ppt

s s

RIF



P

(2004 14:11

dan

Fay 1 5-485-48¢0 |

JSC PUELLL HEFRIKS

1S3 0£90-0550 ‘596 49GWS29Q § UC 96 SOUWISOD 40 3Iepunoib pajosfoid

RIF



F. O

r'

Jan 7 2004 14:11

JoC PUBLIC AFFRIRS Faxl?IS—dSE—élS?Bﬂ by



J3C PUBLIC AFFAIRS Fax :715-485-4876 ‘u Jan 7 2004 14:12 P. 07

“ |
i

LUNA, STELLA (JSC-AP121) (NASA) : *

Féooh: BRISCOE, ALAN L. (LEE) (JSC-DA) (NASA)

Sent: Maonday, December 08, 2003 1:10 PM i

To: LUNA, STELLA (JSC-AP121) (NASA)

Subject: FW: info on fola D4-048 |
P
g

you might read these and ask those folks about this. lee t I
{

—----Original Message----- { i

From: COLLINS, MICHAEL F. (MIKE) (3SC-DM) (NASA) I! |

Sent: Monday, Decernber 08, 2003 1:07 PM i ’

To: EPPS, RONALD C. (RON) (J5C-DM) (NASA); BRISCOE, AEAN L. {LEE) (J5C-DA) (NASA)

Subject: RE: j |

http://Awww, viduallystrange.nat/ufo/updates/1997/mar/m01-00 ;.shlrhl
A

~—-Original Message----- ii

From; COLLINS, MICHAEL F. (MIKE) (JSC-DM) (NASA) I

Sent: Manday, December 08, 2003 1:02 PM :

To: EPPS, RONALD C. (RON) (J5C-DM) (NASA); BRISCOE, Af}m L (LEE) (J5C-DA) (NASA)

Subject: v,

1

Ul

http://mww.freedomofinfo.org/news/cosmos-96. pof
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The Cosmos 96 question is -ggtt' led once and for all

Chief Scientist for Orbital Debris at the NASAQ ohnson Space Center, Nicholas L.
Johnson, who is recognized internationally as an authority on orbital debris and foreign
space systems, has determined that Cosmos ’96 the Russian Venera probe that has
been considered a possible explanation for the Kec:ksburg object for decades, did not
land in Pennsylvania on the afternoon of December 9, 1965. Furthermore, he states that
no other man-made object from any country‘came down that day.

etk e

Debris from Cosmos 96 has been a leading oémtehcier as an explanation for the
Kecksburg object, due to the fact that it camé dawn early that morning over Canada.
Perhaps part ended up in Pennsylvania later, the theory went. The Air Force stated at
the time that no space debris entered the atrhosphere that day, and that all aircraft and
| missiles were accounted for, }1' : |
Johnson examined the orbital data for Cosmds 96 and was able to calculate when it
would have passed over Pennsylvania if it had been in orbit that day. The tjme, when it
traveled from north to south, was at approximately 6:20 am. The Kecksburg object
came down at 4:45 p.m. "I can tell you categorically, that there is no way fhat any
debris from Cosmos 96 could have landed in Pennsylvania anywhere around 4:45 .f:.rn.,"
said Johnson in an interview on October 10, 2003. “That’s an absolute. Orbital
mechanics is very strict.”

The US Space Command reported in 1991 that Cosmos 96 crashed in Canada at 3:18
a.m. Johnson does not have information about the time of demise of Cosmos 86, but he
did confirm that it was over Canada at this time.

[
One part of Cosmos 96 could not have stayed in orbit until 4:45 p.m. after the object
came apart hours earlier, as some had speculated.

Even more Intriguing, Johnson's data shows that no man-made object from any country
entered our atmosphere and landed in Pennsylvania on the afternoon of December 9.
Cosmos 96 was the only catalogued object that came down at al| that day, He says that
anything not catalogued would have been so.small that it would not have survived
reentry. 1 cannot absolutely confirm that it was not some completely unreported event,
but the chances of that are virtually nil,” said Johnson. "You can't launch something
without somebody seeing it. By 1965 the US and Soviets were both reporting their

launches.”

The possibility of a US reconnaissance satellite dropping a large film canister on that day
has also been ruled out. These capsules were dropped following secret missions over
the Soviet Union. Data on these flights was recently declassified. By checking launch and
retrieval times, these capsules can also been eliminated as a possible explanation for
what landed in Kecksburg. /

In 1965, unlike today, the US government did not have the technical means of detecting

natural bodies, such as a meteor, suddenly coming into the earth's atmosphere. The
only record we would have of such an event would be witness reports.

/
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Previously, both Johnson and another renowded expert, Phillip S. Clark of London’s
Molniya Space Consultancy who has studied the Soviet and Chinese space programs for
more than 20 years, had just about eliminated Cosmos' 96 as a possibility, assuming
witness reports are accurate. The capsule was only 3 feet in diameter — much smaller
than the object reported by Kecksburg witn s.' Clark also pointed out that the
Cosmos capsule could not have made turns descended slowly at an angle, as
witnesses reported. - ; [
Now, the Cosmos 96 explanation is no longer a questnon and we have fewer options left
to explain this mystery. As Dr. Peter Sturrocﬂ, emeritus professor of applied physics at
Stanford University, says in his book The UFO Enigma, "In principle, we can prove
hypothesis not only by finding strong evidence in its favor, but also by finding strong
evidence against every other possibility.” |

Leslie Kean * o /
The Coalition for Freedom of Information )
October, 2003
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Location: VirtuallyStrange.net > UFQ > UpDates Mallmg L:sl > 1997 > Mar > Mar 1

'Special Prosecutulji- fotj J ames Oberg?

From: Grant Robert Cameron <gcameron@cc.wnanitoba.cds
Date: Sat, 01 Mar 1997 07:10:26 -0600 S 3
Fwd Date: Sab, 01 Mar 1997 10:29:25 -0500 } t
Subject; 'Special Prosecutor' for James 0b$rg?

|
Over the past number of years a lot has heén written about a
¢rash of an object at XKecksburg, Penns. on'Dec.9,1965, and the
movement of the recovered object to WPAFB:f

In the Sept.1993 issue of Omni Mr. James cﬁerg " hinted " that
the cause of the crash was the Soviet Cosmbs-56 probe. Following
my disclosure that Dr. Eric Walker, former' President of Penn.
State Uniwversity, and former high ranking fovernment offiecial
involved with the UFC situation from the start, had rushed to thas
Kecksburg crash site - Mr. Oberg again hinted that Walker
presence was indicative of the crash of Coamos-96,

However during the internet debate, related to Mr. Oberg's
thenry, Mr. Oberg chose to remain silent, except to send me a
personal E-mail gquestioning why I would trust Soviaeb statements
on Cosmos-96. Mr. Oberg chose to leave the defenge of his
position to TRW physicist Dr. Michael Hofmeister, who
unfortunately was ill-prepared to defend Mr . Oberg's theory. Dr.
Hofmeister finaglly admitted that he had never even reac Mr,
Oberg's Omni article outlining the theory.: I

James Obera has always been described ag an expert on the Soviet
Space Program, and as a hard-line UFQ sceptic. He ‘has been very
vocal about the accuracy of his information, "I've been waiting, '
James Oberg once said, "for an ufonut to describe a factual error
or checkable counter-example to stuff I've:been qulishing since
about, ok, 1974 ox» Ao an UFDa, and - fazr o luck,.."
Because of these things many chose to accept Oberg Cosmo=-96
theory without checking. Because of Mr. Obérg's outspoken
confidence in his facts concerming UFOs, it seemed strange that
Mr. Oberg chose to stay out of the defence of his pet theory
relating to the Xecksburg crash, leaving it for others nok as
smart as himself to defend. ¢

T
In preperation for a paper on the Kecksburg crash, I came across
a number of new pieces of information. Among those was an item
that might explain why Mr. Oberg has beeén %o gilent about his
Cosmos-96 theory 3o proudly displaved to the world in 1993. The
quote igs from David Templeton's special investigation into the
Kecksbiurg erash called "Tha Uninvited" and:written up in the
Pittsburg Press newpaper June 19,1991. Ther quote speaks for
itself:

4

htrp://www.virtuallystrange.net/ufo/updates/] 997/mar/m01-005,shtml 12/08/2003
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]
"Oberg reviewed orbital coordinates fo% the' probe that
the Pittsburg Press obtained from the Goddard Space
Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md. Although Cosmos-96's
orbit crossed the Northeastern United [$taties, he said
the tracking coordinates prove that it!could not have
come down in Kecksburg at 4:46 p.m. - £he hour the
fireball was seen there... 'Cosmos-96 is mot guilcy,'
Oberg concluded." : i i

]
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BACKGROUND ON THE NASA FRAGOLOGY FILES

The NASA FRAGOLOGY Files -u Destroyed or Missing?
Did NASA File Contain Information on Kecksburg?

!

Even thouph informants told me that they have seen the military recovery report on the
Kecksburg object, no such documents have ev}er surfaced. But many other documents that
concerm Project MOONDUST have been released by various agencies. Project
MOONDUST involved the government functions that dealt with the recovery of space
objects that survived re-entry through the Earth's atmosphere. A 1973 State Department
document released to New Mexico reseatchei# Clifford Stone states that “The designator
MOONDUST is used in cases involving the ekamination of non-US space objects or
objects of unknown origin.” S ;| Ly

Ay ,
Various State Department documents show t _']at NASA played a role in the recovery and
examination of space object debris. So far, no NASA documents have been flocated
concerning the Keckshurg event, even though' I have received information that a NASA
representative was sent to the site of the crash and interviewed some witne about the
incident.

In October of 1994, a FOIA request was made to NASA Headquarters for information
that concerned the operational guidelines that NASA personnel followed when involved
with cases that dealt with the recovery and examination of space material. | also
requested copies of all reports that would have involved NASA in these types of events
from 1960 through 1970, This search was to include any such event that Yaould have
occurred within the United States or worldwide.

In April of 1995, I received a response to this'request. While I did not receive the
particular material that I had requested, another document was sent that was quite
interesting, to say the least. The document, a records transmittal and receipt form,
released hy NASA's History office. discusses™NASA Fragology Files consisting of
reports of space objects recovery, analysig of fragments to determine national ownership
and vehicle origin.” The single page paper was marked “highest classification
CONFIDENTIAL, 10 be released vnly upon authorizution of NASA.™ The singlc pagc
contained a hand-written notation that stated ‘fStill at Fed. Records Center 9/29/94."

The document indicatcs that the reports for the Fragology Files were made between! 962
and 1967, Reports contained within the docurnent are marked such as “F33-Venezuela
Object” and “Moon Dust - KATOTO Estate.™ The list of records begins with F1 and ends
with F48. Interestingly, there are gaps in the sequencing of the reports listed in the
document. -

Upon receipt of this document, [ quickly sent‘a FOIA request to NASA Headquarters for
a copy of each report listed in the Fragology Files. In May, 1995, NASA responded that |
had to send an advanced payment to begin ﬁllﬁlling this search request from the Federal
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Records Center, | submitted the check and when many months went by with no response,
I left 2 message at NASA Headquarters in January of 1996, Within a few days I received
a response. A letter dated January 22, 1996 statés “We received your check ... for the
retrieval of the two boxes that may have con‘tﬁincd documents you were seekingfrom the
Federal Records Center. I have been informed by the program office that the Records
Center informed them that those boxes were 8estroyed prior to their request.”

I was disturbed to learn of the destruction of this information. Even if no information on
Kecksburg existed in these files, other important historical records related to the
American and Soviet space program may havie also been lost. I rgquested that an
investigation be conducted into the destructidn of the NASA Fradology Fije records. In

an April 15, 1996 letter, NASA explained to fne how its FOLA process worked. As part of
this process, the FOIA office asked the program office to have the documents retrieved
from the Washington National Records Center, “[t was at this point in the process of your
request that the program office was informed’that the records had been destroyed,” the
letter stated. j

According to the letter, after I had asked for jﬂ inquiry into the reported destruction of
the records, the Washington National Records Ceniter attempted again to locate the
records. But after searching they still were not able to locate the files. The letter stated
“They (the National Records Center) do not know if the records were destroyed or have
just been misplaced.” A letter from the Washington National Records Center to the :]
NASA Headquarters Records Manager dated March 28, 1996 stated “our records indicate
that the boxes were identified as missing in 1987 and have not been located since that
date.”

NASA had no explanation for the notation on the document stating that the records were
still at the Washington National Records Center in 1994, In other correspondence, NASA
indicated that it could only “surmise this notation was in error.” Since then, searches have
been conducted at numerous NASA installations for records concerning the NASA
Fragology Files. No other references to the files have surfaced so far.

This appears to be a new terminology that otﬁ:cr researchers and [ had not encountered
before. How the NASA Fragology Files relaté to Project MOONDUST and possibly to

veported 1RO erashes is open for speculation It may be only coincidence, but it is
interesting to note that 1987 was the year that'both the first Kecksburg eyewimess who
reported seeing the object on the ground came forward, and therefore public interest in
the case dramatically increased. This is also the year the files rcpofncdly disaippeared'

The question remains today: where are the NASA Fragology Files and what important
information might they contain?

Stan Gordon
June, 2003
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