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UNCLASSIFIED

P-8A UNSAFE Intercept by 1x RUS Su-35 FLANKER
1509237 - 151005Z APR 20

UNCLASSIFIED (U) BLUE: While conducting a flight in the Eastern Mediterranean, P-8A was
intercepted by 1x RUS Su-35 FLANKER. Interceptor was wings dirty. CPA of
interceptor was 25FT LAT / CO-ALT VERT. Intercept characterized as UNSAFE and
UNPROFESSIONAL.

(U) TIMELINE OF EVENTS:

(U) 0923Z: P-8A gained visual of Su-35 at altitude 18,000FT at a heading of 359T at
255KTS. Visual detection of Su-35 occurred with Su-35 1500FT below with approach
from starboard side at 250T at 400KTS. Su-35 crossed under P-8 to port side for a
momentary position 100FT low vertical, 25FT lateral.

(U) 0923Z: Su-35 came up from under P-8A, and crossed inverted 25FT in front of P-8A
nose, passing from left to right. P-8A experienced wake turbulence due to Su-35 flight
path. CPA occurred at 25FT LAT / CO-ALT VERT.

(U) 09242-1005Z: After unsafe maneuver, Su-35 conducted a full 360 roll and leveled
off 1000FT below P-8A on starboard side. Su-35remained at 1000FT from P-8A for
remainder of intercept.

(U) 1005Z: P-8A lost visual of intercepting aircraft. Interceptor’s heading was 015T
and 445KTS.

UNCLASSIFIED

Temperature: -13C UNCLASSIFIED

winds: 2237/ 10KTS
Visibility: UNR

(U) Mission Commander’s Assessment: P-8A was intercepted by 1x RUS Su-35 FLANKER (Side Number: #24) while conducting a flight in the EMED. Intercept was assessed
as UNSAFE and UNPROFESSIONAL due to close CPA of inverted roll in front of P-8A nose. No radio communications were established. Enclosure 2
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