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The processing of your request for information pertaining to the attack of the Tanker LIMBURG 
has been completed. All releasable information is provided to you at enclosure (1), along with 
an explanation of exemptions taken under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(l) and (b)(7)(C). 

Our file contains photographs of a deceased person. In deference to the family of the deceased 
those photographs have been withheld pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(C). 

As the official responsible for the partial denial of your request, I am advising you of your right 
to appeal this determination. Your appeal must be postmarked within 60 calendar days from the 
date of this letter. An appeal should be addressed to the Secretary of the Navy's designee: Office 
of the Judge Advocate General, (Code 14), 1322 Patterson Avenue, S.E., Suite 3000, 
Washington Navy Yard, D.C. 20374-5066. The envelope and letter should bear the annotation 
"FOIA Appeal". 

While processing your request we located documents proprietary to the United States Coast 
Guard, HQ USCG Commandant, G-Sl 1, Washington, D.C. 20593-0001. Because we do not 
have the authority to release information other than our own, those documents have been referred 
for processing and direct response to you. 

Falling below the automatic fee-waiver threshold, fees in this case have been waived. 

Encl: 
(1) Documents 

Sincerely, 

ASON L. JONES 
LT., JAGC , USNR 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (5 U.S.C. §552): 

(b)(l) 

(b)(2) 

(b)(3) 
(b)(4) 

(b )(5) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(7) 

protects from disclosure national security information concerning the national 
defense or foreign policy; 
related solely to internal personnel rules and practices, the release of which 
would allow circumvention of a statute or rule; 
specifically exempt from disclosure by statute; 
trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a private 
source which would cause substantial competitive harm to the source; 
pre-decisional opinions and recommendations, inter-agency or intra-agency 
memoranda or letters that show foreseeable harm if released. Also, attorney
client privilege and attorney-work product are covered; 
personnel and medical information, the release of which would result in a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 
investigatory records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, 
which (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement 
proceedings, (B) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an 
impartial adjudication, (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D) could reasonably be expected to 
disclose the identity of a confidential source, (E) would disclose investigative 
techniques, and/or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of an individual. 

PRIVACY ACT (5 U.S.C. §552a): 

(b) applies to information concerning other individuals which may not be released 
without their written consent; 

0)(2) (A) applies to information compiled for the purpose of identifying individual 
criminal offenders and alleged offenders and consisting only of identifying data, 
(B) information compiled for the purpose of a criminal investigation, including 
reports of informants and investigators, and associated with an identifiable 
individual, or (C), reports identifiable to an individual compiled at any stage of 
the process of enforcement of the criminal laws; 

(k)(l) applies to information and material properly classified pursuant to an Executive 
Order in the interest of national defense or foreign policy; 

(k)(5) applies to investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining 
suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal, civilian employment, or 
access to classified information, release of which would disclose a confidential 
source; and 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for 
appointment or promotion in Federal Government service, the release of which 
would compromise the testing or examination process. 
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The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (CLOSED)/16MAR03 
CCN: 060CT02-MEBJ-0328 - STRR/C 

18. (U) Exhibits (16) through (18) are excerpts of Yemeni news 
reports concerning the explosion involving the MV LIMBURG. 

19. (U} Subsequent to its departures from Yemeni waters in November 
2002, the .MV LIMBURG was towed to international waters off the coast 
of the U.A.E. where her remaining cargo of crude oil was off-loaded 
and her cargo holds cleaned. As of this date , the MV LIMBURG 
remains unrepaired, at anchorage off the coast of Fujayrah, U . A.E. 
where it is reportedly up for sale by the owners. This 
investigation is closed. 

EXHIBITS 
( 1) (U) Background Statement/, 
( 2) (U) Background Statement/SA 

Undated . .. (Copy All) 
/Undated ... (Copy 

All) 
3) (U) Letter #882 from U.S. Embassy Sana'a, Yemen/OBOct02 . .. (Copy 

All) 
4) (U) BBC News Excerpt, "Questions Over Yemen Tanker Blast"/ 

OBOct02 . .. (Co All) 
5) 
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6) 

7) 

8) 

9) 

( 10) 

( 11) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 

(16) (U) Excerpt from Yemen Observer/120ct02 ... (Copy All) 
(17) (U) Excerpt from Yemen Times/140ct02 ... (Copy All) 
(18) (U) Excerpt from Yemen Observer/190ct02 ... (Copy All) 

PARTICIPANTS 
Agent, NCIS Middle East Field Office, Bahrain 

Special Agent, FPD U.S. Embassy Sana'a, Yemen 
Asst. Army Attache, U.S. Embassy Sana'a, Yemen 

USCG Traveling Inspector, Washington, DC 

DISTRIBUTION 
NCISHQ: 0022! (P) (M) /0011 (P) (M) 
INFO: NAVCENT/U.S. EMBASSY SANA'A (M) 
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1s a t~aval Keser•/e urrrcer reca1ied. tc ~ctrve du~j 1n .suppcrt 01 

0-oeration Endurin~ Freedom. He is assi2JJ.ed tc, the Naval Ciir.uina1 Inves1:i1rntion Serv1ce 
i - - -

as an Officer/Agent. He has been assigned to NCIS sL.7.ce i 987 and has experience in aii 
aspects of th.is agencies f.mcticns. He presently has o~,;er r-.v·e:nrJ years ser:ice in the 
milita.,7 to include six years with the US Coast Guard in the PC)rt Security and Port 
Operations Field. 

crv ILLA_N OCClTPATION 

1111111Pis a Bureau Chi~f at th~ rank of _Capt_ain wi~h th~ New J~rsey E'tate Poli~e. He 
has over 28 years tenure with the ~ tate Police Upon his enlistment m 19, 4 he pertom1ed 
general police duties until 1979, when he was promoted to Detective an.d e;itered the 
cruninal investigation section .. He has remained in the criminal investigation section of 
the State Police since. Re has been assigned to the Arsoni Bomb Unit of the State Police 
since 1980. He was the creator of the Bomb Squad within the State Police, a unit that has 
received international recognition. He is a certified Arson Investigator as well as a 
certified Bomb Technician and Post Blast Investigator. He has undergone extensive 
traini.i.--ig in both these fields and is a court-qualified expert in both Federal and State court 
in the fields of arson and explosives. ~as been involved with several high 
profile investigations during his tenure, to include the arrest of _ of the 
Japanese Red Army for an attempted terrorist attack c,n New York City. He worked 
extensively on the World Trade Center bombing investigation and testified as an expert 
-..,vi.mess in both of the criminal trials. He was assigned to the bombing investigation at the 
1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia. He also participated in the World Trade 
Center Terrorism Investigation in New York City prior to being mobilized to active duty. 

IIIIIIIIIIIIJhas just recently conducted a post blast investigation of the August 09, 2002 
explosion in Sana'a, Yemen at the request of the Yemeni government. 
--holds both a B.S. degree, as well as a 1fasters Degree. He is a graduate of the 
~nal Academy (180th session). He has had extensive training in the fields of 
arson and explosives and has lectured and trained numerous personnel from Federal, 
State and local law enforcement and public safety agencies in this area. 



Backgrcu12d fer S.~ ... NCIS 

?~CIS Special -~a.gel'!t a GS-13 supervisor in the i'ICIS Middle E~st Field Office in 
Manama, Bahrain. He is an 18-year veterc.n ofNCIS with experience in all fa::ets of crirnmal 
investigations. to indude arson. He spent t.,;;c; years worki.ng ·criminai and counter-terrorism cperat.o:cs in 
the Republic cftbe Philippines {Jun90-Jun91). SAa■■Jled the Washington Field Office Major Case 
Response Team (North) from Jun0 l-Jun0'.2 and during this ti.me responded to an.cl was a supervisor on the 
Pentagon Crime Scene (l 1Sep0'.2-28Sep02J. SA ecently attended a comse in Post-Blast 
Investigations sponsored by the Bure?u of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BA TF) held 23-27Sep02 in 
Jacksonville, FL. In addition, SA~ ·as the Death Investigations coordinator at NCIS Headquane;·, 
in Washington, DC from April 1995 through August 2000. Prior to joining NCIS in 1984, SA 
spent seven years as a Tank Officer ,vith the U.S. Marine Corps. 
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No. 882 

The Embassy of the United States of 
ft.merica presents its complimema to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Yemen and bas the honor to inform the 
estacmed Minisrr"f that ~e follov•P.ng 
diplomats from this Embassy ,;,•ill travel by 
air to Muk.alla City on Wednesday, October 
9, 2002: 

They will fly to lviukalla aboard 
Y ernenia flight no. 408 at about 1630 on 
Wednesday, October 9, 2002. They ·will 
return to Sanaa by arr on Wednesday, 
October 16, 2002. 

The purpose of this trip is to assist 
the Yemeni investigators into the incident 
involving the French oil tanker off the coast 
ofMukalla. 

The Embassy of the United StatcS of 
America avails itself of the opportunity to 
:renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Yemen the assurances ofits 
highest oonsideration. 

Embsssy of the United States of A.i-nerica 
.Sanaa, October 8, 2002 
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•• NEWS ~ \: 1 ' 

Mews Fror:t Page 
World ~,.-~~~_, 

'-!', 

• I ~ ? 

Africa 
Americas 

Asla-Padfic 
Europe 

Middle East 
South Asia 

FromOurOv,m 
u::rrespondent 

Letter from 

You are in: World: Middle East 
Tuesday, 8 October, 2002, 17:37 GMT 18:37 UK 

Questions over Yemen tanker 
blast 

Arr.erica The Limburg is disabled and still leaking oil 
UK 

Engiand 
N Ireland 
Scotland 

•Nales 
Politics 

Business 
Entertainment 

Science/ Nature 
Technology 

Health 
Education 

Yemeni and French experts are searching for 
clues on the oil tankei Limburg as opinions 
differ over the cause of an explosion which 
crippled the vessel on Sunday. 

Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad 
said that state oil company Petronas - which 
chartered the tanker - "did not suspect any 
sabotage", adding that the explosion could 
have been triggered by a short circuit. 

Talking Point But the ship's captain, 
-- ----------- •••• still 

Country Profiles maintains that the 
In Depth explosion off the 

------------- coast of Yemen was 
Programmes not an accident. 

Meanwhile Yemeni 
IBlB!Clh)tu:j#;i officials said the body 
Gsrn1cfij:jma, of a Bulgarian crew 

s:::Rv-::::E.s member - the only 
Daily E-mail person aboard ship 
News Ticker unaccount:d for since 

the explosion - had 
Mobile/ PDP,s 

been found ashore. 

Text Oniy 

i-ieip 

.A.Ii the other 24 crew rnembe,s are safe . 

teams to Yemer. to i~vestigat2, ar:,ld feais 
thaL thl.s i71ight be part of = scr;cs .:if 3tt~:Ks 
2 11 ~tdppii,1

~ b\i ai -Qaed-= .. :,r cth--=: ~.--:,up~ . 

.._f',j F.TCH/LISTCi'J~"1-..~ 
CN ThTS STORY 

f!:STheBBC' 
"If the latest incident was 
can-ied out by terrnrlsts 
security will have to tie 
substantially increased" 

;iil;;TheBBC's 
"This evening the French 
tanke, is still adrift" 

*ll~~•■■11Jamm !he 
ship•s owners C"Jrono-v 
"The officer saw a small 
craft heading toward the 
ship at relatively high 
speed" 

See aiso: 

07 Oct 02 I Business 
Oil price jumps after 
tanker 'attack' 
21 Sep 02 I Middle East 
Yemen raid nets al-Qaeda 
suspects 
03 Aug 02 I From Our Own 
Correspondent 
Yemen's al-Qaeda 
supporters 
30 Oct 00 I Middle East 
Battered US warship 
heads home 
06 Oct 02 I Middle East 
Q&A: Tackling oil spills 

07 Mar 02 I Country profiles C 
Country profile: Yemen Li 

Internet iinks: - ----
French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 
Yemen Obser-ve, 
Ye.nen T!mes 

The BSC is not ~espor.=;ble fer 
the :ontent of ~xt2ina i 
internet sites 

pp::l!ed' by l3r~-::I 
bus be,;nb 
Diplo,-:-iacy 'couia res,:i '.te: 
Iraq C:' iSiS

1 

::u r ,:;,:~ ~re-:;-, ·~···l :;::•= ;;-; 
Is:3er ;c:··x 
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·(211;~n! in\1estigatcrs ·.Nhc h:Jv2 2:!rcc.jy· bes:~ 
3e3rcrdn,~ tr!c i/.;otsrs -~rour:d Lhe Lirnbu:--g . 

L:rt2st i2J:C:rts suggcs·i: ~he ?lie e,n bc2.rd f-: .::.s 
teen 2xtlnguishsd, but ~he ~✓2ss2! i5 st!n 
disabi2d :::nd iec:.kii:g smal l amou,,ts of oii. 

Trie cvvn21:; of rhc French-fla-;jged tar;ker said 
earlier that the beat was the target of a 
t errorist attack - r:Srnme:J by a spee:dbuat 
packed V,fith explosives - bLlt tr.e Yemen i 
Government descibed the announcement as 
"p,ematu,'2" . 

Cil·.:~ ,"!er~ to s~:: ~~-::/; ?.ii ~ "?,:;{pL .. ,s~c·;--: 
C-2;~2gcd t:1€: C~rHker 

The BBC's Penta•;iCn correspondei7t 
said that a senior US State Department official 
backed the Yemeni version, that it w-as an 
accident. 

But 
was quoted by the AFP 
news agency on 
Tuesday that wh ile the 
explosion may not have 
been caused by an 
attack it still had not 
been explained. 

'The way the explosion 
happened it cou ld not 

The Limburg 

Double-hulled 
Diesel-powered 
New price $81m 
299,365 
deadweight tonnes 
Carrying 397,000 
barrels cf crude oil 
Chartered by 
Malaysian state oil 
company Petronas 

be due to a technic31 problem," he said. 

".A. member of the crew told me he saw a 
small boat approach and I believe him." 

Jouma!ists tak2n C'/ Yerr,enl -:::fficials ta iook st 
the Limburg report a metre- wide hoie, :Nith 
t':lngled metal polnted ,Jutward; sugg2stin,;i sn 
en- beard bic:st. 

Hc,'Nc:v:2r1 a Reute;-.s coirEspondent savv sn 
oval-sf-:aped holE 3tcut 8 r:1et1=:~ (25 ft) v-;?dc; 
1.:Jith the edges de;.t~d ir: 1 

... ·;~td. 

lhci..~ .. ;; i ~jcL:..~ 

=o;ctatG;--ship· Cia,;-;is 

:=gvpt Isiar.ilst cried 1cs;-5 

t0rtcre cic ims 

Links to mora i,fa:irl];: 
East stori.es are at th.s 
foot ci the page, 

H 
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USS _.: :de_. fe i! vict!rn 
to sue!-. ::n attack -
blarnEd on ::: i-Qa-=da 
tError!sts - !:; 2·JOO ~r.: 
the 'lerner;i pert ~f 
.Aden, Se\/€:t;t2e,, US 

a _ : · ·- "j. - ·- . 

fror.i the Na•.;al 
Criminal Investigati'iE: 
Seivice is beiilg ser,t 
according to US 
defence officials, 2t 
the request of the 
Yemeni Governm2m. 

The USS Cole attack was 
blamed on al-Qaeda 

,. 

The te:im from Bah,:;iir. is said to be ex;:,ert in 
post-blast and forensic :n'1estigation. 

Yemen hes launched its own investigation int-::; 
the Limburg blast, and says it ·-Ni ll co-operat2 
with French investigatc,s who :'ire ,:,n their 
way to the scene. 

French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin 
said the probe "w ill find out e:{actly what 
happened" and stressed that "no possibility is 
ruled out". 

Two groups of French experts are to take part 
in the inquiry - agents from France's 
counterintelligence service, the Territorial 
Surveiilance Directorate or DS, and another 
team, made up of transport ministry 
investigators. 

'11:i'jc••-r.:·;tt".y::,-• r •·TT·"""" • "f-}{ 1-:-;;;...~~,--.~::'1,.,,.,~ ~ i.:5~' a17&::r:~~ 1-LR.,11-*orl::'$i:s:b ... ~ ~~J_-:d:-";ir"'- •• -.~.t-- • • ..._:...._~~' 

Expl~i,:m !eft a hole in the ship's hull c.n the starboard 
s,de------~ 

~padty: 2.16m barrelz 
,, _ ( ;,as carr;1ing 400,000) 

p~-~41"·----lil!S. 
~~~~; .• ~:-~.;. ._=: i.. ~ .::~~. ~~ ···-~;I;-=~-~~~ 

•. • • .... • J 

_-:-- ·----

ac,t!i .-, cj!i ,:iT:i: :.:•=-~~!-=• 
-;..;ti~-= ::~n~:.::::· .:-.:; .: :-1_ ~:..!rt-: 
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CCN: 

li.6.MERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTlGATIVE SUPPORT REGARDING 
FIRE/EXPLOSION ABO.ARD FRENCH TANKER LIMBURG NE.AR YEMENI COAST[U) 
06OCT02-M EBJ-0328-5TRR 

JNVESTlG.c.TiVE ACTION: lNVESTIGATlVE ACTJVIT!ES OF 10OCT02 

VVARNlNG 
~:s :CCiJfViEAff !3 T.-:E ;:.~OPERT( OF THE ~J.t..V.t.L CRlMlNAL '.N" / =E:~:1::.::-T!VE f::=?1
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Enclosures 

( 1) Photo of Ysmeni security boat!10ccto2 
( 2) Photo of MV LIMBURGi10oct02 
( 3) Phcto of .A.gen.itviewing hull damage from 50 metsrs/10Oci02 
( 4) - (13) Pr,otos depicting b;aach in starboard hull, MV LIMBURG/10Oct02 
(14) Photo of investigators boarding MV LIMBURG/10Oct02 
(15) - ( 16) Photos of main deck from bridge/10Oct02 
(17) - (29) Photos of suspected fiberglass boat fragments/10Oct02 
(30) - (31) Photos of fiberglass fragment on bridge leveli10Oct02 
(32) - { 41) Photos of suspected outboard angine bloc!-'Jfairing/spa;k plug fragments/10Oct02 
(42) - (54) Photos of twisted/shattered metal fragmehts/10Oct02 
(55) -(56) Photos of metal fragment found on bridge levei/10Oct02 
(57) Photo of date near fiberglass fragment/10Oct02 
(58) Photo of date containing suspected tissue/10Oct02 ~ I 
(59) - (60) Photo of can of cheese/10Oct02 
(61) Photo of suspected explosive fragment/10Oct02 
(62) Photo of small, electrical connectori10Oct02 
(63) Photo of wire fragments/10Oct02 b~· 
(64) Photo of .A.gen~king swabs of aquipment bunksr/10Oct02 j ~ 

Reported By: 
Office: 

~Special Agent 
~ Field Office, Bahrain 
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SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( ~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( &> ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( 7 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( ~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( C, ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( Io ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( \ \ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE. 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( \~) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( \ 3 ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure ( \ lj ) 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( \5 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFI 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enc lo sure { ) (.o ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( \ 7 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( vi ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( \ 9' ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( '2D ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( d- \ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( ;;)~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



• UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE . 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclos ure ( d.3 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( ~4 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFil 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( ~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( 2f.o ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( ~ 7) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure { c}i ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIF:IE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( ~9 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( SO ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFI 

"i 10 3:4APM 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( s l) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( 3 ~ ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( 33 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure ( 3Y ) 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( 3S-) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( 3~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

.,,, 
I fi J-[/J.11.l,, ... 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enc lo sure ( 3 7 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( 38 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( '3 't ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( l../0 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

UNCLASSIFJ:ED 
Enc lo sure ( L/ / ) 



TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( L\J ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( ~3 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 





UNCLASSIFI 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enc lo sure ( lj5) 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( L/&, ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



--------------

UNCLA... IFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( l.17 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enc lo sure ( Y <?; ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure ( Y1 ) 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enc lo sure ( 5'o ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure { :5i ) 

UNCLASSJ:FJ:ED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( S'°.:) ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure ( 5'°3 ) 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enc lo sure ( -5' L/ ) 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure (5'5'" ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure ( 5Co ) 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( 5 1 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( 53 ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 





UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( loo ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( ls,\ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

UNCLASSIFJ:ED 
Enclosure ( ~d.. ) 



UNCLASSIFJ:E 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( ~3 ) 

UNCLASSJ:FJ:ED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATI VE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( ~1..f ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 

I 

I 
I 
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U.S. NAVAL C AL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE 

TITLE: 

CCN: 

I/Ai'1ERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE SUPPORT REGARDING 
FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST{U) 
06OCT02-M EBJ-0328-5TRR 

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITIES OF 11OCT02 

PAGE 1 OF 2 
WARNING 

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL !NVEST!GATNE SERVICE. 
CONTENTS MAY SE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOSE CFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE 

H.ERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED 
. ~_)~ SPE<:IF~.AU;~~~l~_TION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE. 

~ .. ;- i 7,.f.,; ·-!S.~ j .• •• • _.· . - . ... 



U.S. NAVAL CRIMIN 
= · :EtJK : . _. • .. ,: 

INVESTIGATIVE SEltVlC.t( • C ' ' 

Enclosures 
(1) - (4) Photos of Atanas Atanasov's body in mortuary reefer/11 Oct02 
(5) and (6) Photos of beach areas west and east of point where Atanasov's body recovered/11Oct02 

Reported By: 
Office: 

PAGE 2 OF 2 

pecial Agent 
NCIS Middle East Field Office, Bahrain 

' 

--

WARNING 
THIS DOCUMENT 1$ THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE. 
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOES OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE 
ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED 
WITHOUT SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE. 

,.,,,, 
_· • -.. ~:~· 
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Referred for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by other gove ---
agency(ies ). We will advise you of releasability of in rmation 
following consultation with agency(ies ). 
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UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( '5") 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure { f.o } 
UNCLASSIFIED 



-~-ri . ..,~j <p -••a.,IJ ~i _I .·1 
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE 

Enclosures 
( 1) - (12) Photographs of hull examination/divers in the water/12Oct02 
(13) - (15) Photographs of press boat/12Oct02 
(16) - (17) Photographs of press meeting U.S. investigators at Holiday Inn, Al Mukalla/12Oct02 

Reported By: 
Office: 

PAGE 2 OF 2 

Special Agent 
NCIS Middle East Field Office, Bahrain 

\,I 

WARNING 
THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE 
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHO ES OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE 
ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PARTY($) CONCERNED 
WrTHOUT SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE. 

~~ ~ca .. ~ \ 9' 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure { \ ) 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( ~ } 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( 3 } 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure { lj ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( 5"" ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFI 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( Co .) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( 7 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclos ure ( 'l ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 

------- --- - --- - - - -



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( 9 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFI 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( lo ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( \l ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFI 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( \~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED ~ 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( \3 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure ( }~ ) 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( ls- ) 
UNCLASS:IF:IED 

--------------------------



UNCLASSJ:FJ:E 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( \ &> ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( \ 7 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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U.S. NA VAL CRIML";AL INVESTIGAT SERVILE 

TITLE: 

CCN: 

I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE SUPPORT REGARDING 
FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST(U) 
06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITIES OF 14OCT02 

PAGE 1 OF 3 
WARNING 

THIS DOCUI.IENT IS THE PPOPERTY OF THE NAVAL CRIM:NAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE 
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U.S. NAVAL CRINll1"<jAL IN"VESTIGATIVE SERVl'---.C: 

Enclosures 
( 1) - ( 2) Photos of small boat in port of Al Mukalla/14oct02 
( 3) Photo of MV LIMBURG/14oct02 
( 4) - ( 8) Photos of suspected human tissue/14Oct02 
( 9) - (17) Photos of evidence collected on superstructure levels/boatswain lockers/14Oct02 
( 18) - (24) Photos of evidence collected from main decks forward of superstructure/14oct02 
(25) Photo of Reporting Agent (with camera) and NCIS Agent••••14Oct02 
(26) - (27) Photos of Yemeni PSO agents/14oct02 
(28) Photo of Agent ... aking swatches for explosive residue/14Oci02 
(29) - (36) Photos of marked charts/14Oct02 
(37) Photo of Agent~nd ~reparing to descend into No. 4 Starboard Ballast 

Tank/14oct02 
(38) - (39) Photos depicting heat and soot damage to a siair well in the ballast tank above the 

explosion site/14Oct02 

PAGE 2 OF 3 

• 

WARNING 
THIS DOCUMENT IS TliE PROPERTY OF THE NAV!'L CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE. 
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO PERSONS WHOES OFFICIAL DUTIES REQUIRE 
ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY MOT BE DISCLOSED TO THE PAfff((Si CONCERNED 
WITHOUT S?ECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRIMIN~.L INVESTIGATIVE SERVIC: . 
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U.S. 

(40) - (43) Photos depicting bowing of hull, stiffeners and deck plate in ballast tank/14Oct02 
(44) Photo showing snapped stiffener bent inwards/14Oct02 
(45) Copy of Chart of Ash Shihr Terminal showing plot of MV LIMBURG from 0745 through 0800 as 

it a11roached tt,e SBM on the morning of 06Oct02/Undated 
(46) J ,ndwritten notes on the composition of hull and stiffeners in vicinity of 

the 06Oct02 explosion on MV LIMBURG's starboard hull/14Octo2 
(47) Starboard side, sideview at damaged side section/Undated 
(48) 3d Sketch showing damage to starboard hull and inner cargo hold bulkhead/13Oct02 

Reported By: 
Office: 

PAGE 3 OF 3 

Special Agent 
NCIS Middle East Field Office, Bahrain 

WARNING 
THIS DOCUMENT IS THE ?ROF"RTY OF TH~ NAVAL CRIMINAL INV,CSTiGATIVE SEP.VICE. 
CONTENTS MAY BE DISCLOSED ONLY TO ?ERSONS 'I/HOES OFFICIP.L DUTIES REQUIRE 
ACCESS HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT 9E OISCLOSEiJ TO THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED 
WITHOUT SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRiMINI\L INVESTIGATIVE SERI/ICE 
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UNCLASSIFIED -

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enc lo s ure ( \ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclos ure ( ~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



-UNCLASSIFIE \ 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclos ure ( 3 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( ~ } 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( S ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enc l o sure ( G } 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure { 1 ) 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( <i5· ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFI 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( 9 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclos ure ( \O ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( \ I ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( \~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( \3 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( \l._j ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Encl osure ( \s""> 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclos ure ( I G, ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclos ure ( 17 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE. 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( Vi? ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED --

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

UNCLASSIFJ:ED 
Enclos ure ( ) 9 ) 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( Jo ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure (~ \ ) 
UNCLASSIFJ:ED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( ~~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

ffi 
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TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure { ~ 3 ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( ~l\ ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED !._ ) 

• 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure {~5 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enc lo sure ( c) lo ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclos ure ( d."7 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure ( ~<g ) 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( ~ 1 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( 3,c> ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enc lo sure ( 3 \ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFI 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( ~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED --

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure ( 33 ) 



510£ UQIT 

FRAME SPACING 5120 MM 

UNCLASSIFIED 

fG,\J1 IICHITta 
PUTfOiUt 

511atER 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( 3~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 

-------- - --- - - - - -
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UNCLASSIFIE 

CARGO Ol L TANKS .. 
C;\PAC111E5 cm.or GR.\ vin 

LOCATION 
COMP i\RThlEHT 

VOLUME VOW~IE LC.G V.C.G 
(FR.NO.l l OOX 987. CM) o.o 

(M"I CM"l 

NO . l c.c.o.TK 100- 11 0 29233.3 28648.6 11 8 . 29 17.62 

N0 .2 c.c .o.1K 90-100 32452.5 31 803 . 4 69 . 35 17 . 61 

N0 .3 c .c.o.rn 80- 90 32452.5 3 1803 .4 18. 15 17 . 61 

N0.4 c.c.o.1K 70- 80 32452.5 31803.4 -33 . 0 5 17 . 61 

N0 .5 c.c.o.1K 6 0- 70 29324.3 28737.8 -82 . 18 17.62 

NO .1 s.c.o .TKCP ) 100- 11 0 15813.9 15497 . 6 117.75 1 8 .19 

NO. t s.c .O.'TK(S) 100-110 158 13 .9 15497 . 6 I 17. 7S 18 . 19 

N0.2 s .c.O. TK(P) 90- 100 20S72.9 20161. 5 69 . 35 17.69 

N0 . 2 s.c.O.TK(S) 90-100 20572.9 20 161 .5 69.35 17 . 69 

N0.3 s.c.O.'TIHPl 80- 90 20572.9 20161.5 18. 15 L 7 . 69 

N0.3 s.c.O.iK(S) 8 0- 90 20572 . 9 20161 . 4 l 8 . l 5 17 .69 

N0.4 s.c.o.TK(P) 70 - 80 20572 .9 2016 1.5 -33.05 17.69 
I- - --

N0.4 s.c.O.TK(S) 70- 80 20572 .9 2016 1 . 4 -33.05 17 . 69 

-- - --- - --- i.--- - - - ---- -- - - 1-

N0.5 S.C.O.'TK (P l 63- 70 13169.7 12906.3 -75 . 95 18 . 66 

NO.S s.c.O.TK(S l 63- 70 13 169 .7 12906.3 -75.95 18 .66 

SLOP 'TK (Pl 60 - 63 5136.7 5033 . 9 -101 .82 20.08 

SLOP TK(Sl 60- 63 5136.7 5033 .9 -!Ol . 82 20.08 

SUB. TOTAL 347593.1 34064 l . l 
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TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure ( 35") 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enc lo sure ( 3r.o ) 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( 3,7 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-STRR 

Enclosure ( $8" ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( 3'1 ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( l../o ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( Y / ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( l../~ ) 
UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

Enclosure ( ~3 ) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIE 

TITLE: I/AMERICAN EMBASSY SANA'A YEMEN/INVESTIGATIVE 
SUPPORT REGARDING FIRE/EXPLOSION ABOARD FRENCH TANKER 
LIMBURG NEAR YEMENI COAST 

CCN: 06OCT02-MEBJ-0328-5TRR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Enclosure {L./'l } 
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Terror attack devastates i 
Officials reluctant to confront fears of econoniic rf 

By Gab1iel Matthew, S laff Editor 
AL-IIIIJKALLA. Octot>er 10 • Twn 
<.layt after the explosions on the 
French-nagged supe11a11kcr Limburg 
near the somhe:i.st Yemeni city of AI
Muk,~la. sufficient evid<!li<:e has come 
!<> ligh1 10 detenninc !h:it a 1errorist at
tack was n,sponsible for the blasL<. 

Yemen. one of the world's poorest 
coontries. is still reeling from the ec
onomic follou! fell following the 
USS Cole attaci;: in the Pon of Aden 
in December. 2000. While Al-Qaeda 
directives h3ve recently e-ncouragc.d 
011ern1ives 10 atlack oi I shipments in 
o rder to cripple Westen, economies 
officials hen, are aware that ii is 
Yemen that will suffer most from an
other terrorist auack on its shores. 

-, • , - -

In a s irualion described :,s "diffi
cult .. hy CapL Said Yafai. Yemen's 
Minis1er of Transrort and Marine 
Affairs, n\ajor economic repercus
sic-ns are alre.idy being felt by the 
impoverished Soulh Arabian nation. 

•• A picturishoK•s'm,,·,l_lole in ·IM~'~fu!lrolit',vi wa1o7uii~ YQ 

TI>e explosions ab«Jrd lhe Lim
hurg. which was 10 pick up 15 mil
lion barrels of crude oil from the Port 
of AI-Dahah, 15 km east of AJ
Mukalla. have led 10 a complete halt 
of oH pumping activity in Yemen·s 
eastern Hadhramout rc~ion. AI
Dabah. which has only " li~1ited stor
age rapacity. cs full. Un.,ble to load 
the Limburg. it is unable to receive 
~ny more cru<.le oil. Pumping has 
5h•pped completely of more than US 
$ I million of cmde -:>ii • day that 
pass through the pon. 

Yemen's Central Sl.alistics Autboti
ly. oil production motes up 95<;;, of 
the nation's total expons. 

al AI-Dabah. scheduled to take on oil 
on Thrusday. nwking a four-day in
terruption in operations. 

SIUpping compan.ies have mean
while ordered vessels away from 
Yrmen·s coasts. tumin2 to altcmate 
refueling stations and d'elaying ship
ments to and from the counhy. Tiie 
companies have requested military 
escorts into Yemeni ports. and th<' 
Yemeni government h:tS guaranteed 
the s""utity of ships al its ports. pro
viding helicopters and n;ival vessels. 

If an act of terrorism is confirmed. 
Transpon Minister Yafai told lhe 
Washington Post insurance compa
nies are expected to raise their rates 
on ships c:tlling at Yemeni ports by 
as much as 250%. 1be costs of basic 
commodities in Yemen. an impon
clcperident nation where the average 
income is a mere US $350 a year. 
would rise. '1t "ill affect tbe number 
of ships going through Yemeni 
ports." Capt. Yafai added. with an According 10 a recent repon by 

An American ship is expected to 
be the firs 10 el\d the hall ading 

American security expert pied 
S-) Kltale<l Al-Mahdi 
SANA'A · A US •)fficial said rhat the United 
S1a1es suppons the ste ps taken l•v 1he Yem<'
ni g.o\·ernmcnt to t-r!n ~ tho~ a..::cm::~d in the 
Cuk :lllack 10 trial !hough. he <aid. investi• 
gation is nm fully complete. 

·"The llS !-tupports the dcc1:-;ion o f the Gov• 
ernmcm (\( Yemen to bring people that tt~y 
h:·•r: lO JU~ilCC and fO put ~pie ('Ill trial ror 
rhe Cok indderu. Our investigation cC'nrin
ue-s h i~ not fu lly complc1~:· srud- ' 

~ nunrencrror e,i,ert w,lh the IJS Departmenl of 
s ,~re m i1 prt"r .. c. c1..,nferenc~ he ld on \Y~Jnc~dly .it 1h~ 
TJS E1;1bass·y in 5:ma',\, 

•he US ~fticial 111e1 with PresiC1en1 Ali .-1.t>dullah Sa
l~h mv.t ,,thr r S:('lli<'". Qfficiab• .. l wns ;ika.srd 1C" hav~ rhe 
" P~'\C"nunuy ' i..• m~~l wtth Pres1drnr 5a.leh ana m havt- m• 
t 1-::rth di~uss:io ns on the ( nun({"rtl!'1Toris m effcirts in both 
c0umrit-s .,nJ ._, ur mun1al .:ommilment u." work togeth• 
:r. c he -;:.1ic!. 

··V./e J1scussed th~ foci ihat the .:hreat of renonsm re
mains. as ev1de-nced by ih'! i:verns of August q_-- he n.dd· 
:!d --:in.J the excellenr rtSl.\(\nse o f th? • 'emem Securitv 
Sc!>~ · ,~cs to this i.h~~1 1r. , ,:idc~et.l by rh~ ac1iviry of 5eP
rember 21 : · r~ft'rring lo NI<' incidents whrch look plac~ in 
Sano':i m ,vhich _.:\1-Qa(!da SLISf)eClS ;!.•e.re involved. 

Yemen's War on Terror 
.. l'residem Saleh and lhe Government of 

Yemen have kepi their W<'fd. We still have 
work 10 J o. and indeed this visil reinforces 
our commitment to " 'Ork. toe.ether towards :a 
successful ~nJ to the tdronst ~treat in 
Yemen. as well a~ in the rest of tl>e world." 

.. ,~ie committed ourselves 10 worl-...in g \('I• 

gether. both in terms of training and suppo,1-
ing the Govrmment or Yemen in pursuing 
this threat in Yemen, :tnd more broadly as 
p:trt of ilte war against terroris1n.'' 

He said 1ha1 the US has more than 60.000 troops de• 
ploved in e very ref:ion of the world working on specific 
-:-.-umtert('n~..:iri:'::m obj1!ctivc~. •·our focus 111 Yemen is on 
-:cunte1terrnri::.m wi,h our partners in the Yemeni 2.ov-
~rn1ntnr: · hi! :vl!lul. -

H:: p~uucd out i.h:1t cNmtertcrrori~m in Yemen is rhc 
"!Sl")nsibiliry nf I~ Government of Y,men. giving lus 
,_·011111\itmcm IP ,·,1ork1112 wuh the Yemeni !ZOVernment to 

en.surf etfec1ive acliryn ;gains1 1errc.v. -
Jn ,~gara 10 the Limburg rnc ident. he said. -~ve are 

prepared 10 icspond 10 any ,eque~t a.< we have from the 
t:;._wemment "f Y~mtn and the Governn1em or France 
,n ass•st m rhe inve~tigauon of the incident or lhe ship. 
Qhvi1..lllc.l:1. C""f!l")'0nc is concerned about what hap
pcneJ:· the :_.:5 a rricial .~aid 

impact not just on global oil prices. 
but on the nation· s e.port revenutl. 

Oil slicks, meanwhile. have hewn 
10 wash up on shore near A l
Mukalla. and beaches are Jiue"'d 
with dead fish and birds covered in 
oi l. More lhan 15.000 orea fisl>ermen 
are expected 10 be impacted by ~le 
pollution. Abdul-Malik AJ-Eryani, 
Yemen' s Minister of Tourism and 
Environment. said !hat the despoiled 
ru~a is more than 500 square kilome
ters, some of the nation's prime fish
ing ground. 

As French and American teams 
continue their investigation onbond 
the damaged ship. the intemacioMI 
press is still waiting for annoonce-
ments from Yemeni. French, •nd 
American officials. who have been 
reluctant to st:11e 1he cause of the 
b lasts until the teams complete dieir 
missions. Unambiguous physicol evi
dence and interviews wirh the survi11-

ing crew, however, point directly 10 

:in act of terror. 
A series of explosions wracl:cd 11,e 

Limburg early Sunday morning. with 
initial s1.11ements from lhe Fre1ch 
Embassy in Sana·a !hat a small boot 
had been seen approaching lhe ta.•k· 
er. French officials later rclraeted the 
statements and agreed to wail uotil 
investigations were completed befot~ 
announcing whetlier the e.,plosions 
were the result of a terrorist attacL:. 

interviews of the surviving c,ew by 
various news agencies are verifying 
the French Embassy·s initial ~le
ments. however. ll1e captain o( the 
Limbure. •■■■■• and one 
crewman reiterated that a small local 
fishing bom was seen apJ)foochinr; flit 
ship at an alanning role. All mw
members inlerviewed affirmed 1ha1 a 
~mall e:tplosion came firs t. and then 
the fire and smoke from low on the 
starboard side Iha! quickly ell!!ulfed 
the ship and led lo funher e.,plosion.s. 

11,e position of the hole from 0,e 
e:tplosion. l'Cry near the waler line 
o n the st:uboard side. has aroused 
~peculation from secuiiry c:::.rens 
that 1be accident •heog is hiehly im
probable. j speak
ing 10 Reuters in London. said that 
the Limburg's double hull. desi1,1Cd 
to protect the ship fr,•m coltisK>n. 
would be impenetrable by anything 
but an e~plosive impact. 

Speaking on beholf of the ship·s 
owners. Belgium-based Compo~nie 
Maritime Bel~ . .a.id. "Tn, e~
plosion occurrt'd cmthC W:l.ter Ii~ -
there is absolutely nothin£: whtch can 
trigger an explosion {aboan! !he 
ship] al that height." dismis~ifll! the 
possibility of an electrical fire 01 
similar misuap. 

According 10 a spokesman for d1t 
Dutch salva!!e team that e~uu>ed 
the integrity -;,f 1he damaged ship. the 
cnsme room is undam:igcd. :1Jso ruJ-

A huge column of smoke iss 
outoo the 

ing out the possit,iliry ,:if r.nt 
ure and tire. 

Video footacre !ihow~ 1h01 
in the Limburg·~ hull i:; 111.~\.. 

feet above 1he water lir.e. Tl 
tea111 no•ed lhal ihe e~pln:< 
tered on canto t::ink numh!'r 
the starboard side. m>? ·1f 
the ship's 15 car.~o wnl.t ti 
full :it lhe 1ime or lite ~xplo:: 
ship's c:u-gtJ t~nl11: nre sun-« 
ponl!' filled hallSL<t raob 
1>ere also damaced bv :he bl 

Ha1·ing lost 50.000 barr•: 
·1n spillage and bumrni; t, 
lhe e~plosions and fire. a fi , 
ed by Envir'lnment !•.1rni 
Eryani. as well as .i i:".H'li • 
hallast. the hole in ,f,e L, 
hull ma,• h.;i\·e ri!--en si!?: r 
allove tl;e 1 ,ru!ioal \'. :ihtr· 
plaimng the 11\;\'' ~n!g.1.n~tl lL' 
of the , uptu~. 

ri~ spc! .. tsm..i 
ship' s owners. :11so noted d 
systems on boa, d 1he L 1111i 
not d~tect a buildup uf g:u:< 
ing l<'W3rd~ a ~udtJen Jn<! 
p..1.t,d e:;:pfo!;ion. 

In the p:isr si \ monllJs. lil 

5?·::J 
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.. attack devastates Yemen 
ctant to confront fears of economic repercussions 

:ture shim·~ the hole in thL Umbuig'slrull ~ ~;,,tn-liru •YO 

entr..tl Staris1ics Authori
uction makes up 95% ,,f 
total expo11S. 

at AI-Dabah, sclieduled lo take on oil 
on Thrusday, m:1rking a four-day in
terruption in operations. 

If an act of terrorism is confirmed. companies- havt: mean
red vess.: Is away from 
,3.Stt:~ cumin!!. to altc111a.re 
1tions and J",laying shitr 
.d from the country. 11,e 
have, requeSted military 

Transport Minister Yafai told the 
Washington Post insurance compa
ni.:s are expected co raise their races 
on ships calling at Yemeni pons by 
ns much as '.!50%. Tiie costs of bnsic 
commodities in Yemen, an import
depetident nation where ~1e average 
income is a mere US $350 a ye:1r, 
would rise. ""ll will affect 1he oumber 
of ships going through Yeme:ni 
po11S," Capt. Yafai added, will\ an 

Yemeni po11s, and the 
.1emn1e:nt bas guaranteed 
of ships at its ports. pro
opters and nav&I vessels. 
ican ship is esp<!CteJ to 
:o encl 1.he hnh to loading 

es assffitance to Yements War on Terror 

of 
1he 

··PresiJ<>m Saleh and the Govemmeni of 
Yemen have kepi their word. We still have 
work 10 do, and indeed this visit reinforces 
our comrni1menl to work togethi!r towards a 
successful end lO the reirn1ist threat in 
Yemen, as well :i.s in 1he rest of the world." 

··vve committed ourselv~s to working to
gc!ther. both in terms of training and support
ing lhC: Govc:mment of Yemen in pursuing 
this thie:ir in Yemen, and more broadly as 
pan of the war :i.gaiast terrorism:· 

He said that the u:; has mc.>re than 60,000 troops cte
pJoy~d in evf!.rJ region of the world wo11.:.ing on specific 
coumert<::n-..:>1isr,1 objecrivcs. ··Our focus in Yemen is on 
cuuucerterrc.rism ·with our pa.nners in the Yemeni gov• 
en1111l!m:· he adJc:d. 

He pointed out Lh:1t counLt!rterr.)rism in Y~men is the. 
1c~ponsibil icy •Jf the Govemme.nt ◊i Y~men. g.iving his 
l.Gmmirn1enc to •,vur!-:ing. '"·hh che ":emcni government to 
~11::.m~ eitct::1ve :u:i:i.._')n ag;.1.i11s,c tc:rro, . 

li1 r~ga.rd 10 the L~mburg. iocid~nL hi:! said. ··We arc 
prc:pareil to respond hl :my reque;;c as we nave: from the! 
~Jovtrnn1erit vi ·t cinen and lhe Go,·c::1 nmc:nl vf France 
(O as..:i!'-t 11l che investigation of d ·11~ incidem of the ship. 

• . --~-•• •I .-.1,,,,.,, ,.,l, . . r J.-.n_ 

impact not just on global o il price$, 
but on the na1ion • s export revenu.:s. 

Oil slicks, meanwhile, have begun 
to wash up on shore near Al
Mukalla. and beaches are licLereJ 
with dead fish and birds covered in 
oil. More !ban 15,000 area fishcmicn 
are expecced to be impacted by the 
pollution. Abdul-Malik AI-Eryani, 
Yemen's Minister of Tourism and 
Envirowneot, said th.al the despoiled 
area is more than :500 square kilome
ters, some of the nation's prinic fish
ing ground. 

As French and American teams 
continue l11eir investigation onboard 
the damaged ship, Lhe international 
press is still wairjng for announce
ments from Y cmen.i. French. and 
American officials. who have been 
rclucian1 to suce the cause of the 
blasts until the teams complete their 
missions. Unambiguous physical evi
dence and interviews with the surviv
ing crew. howc!ver. point directly io 
an act of terror. 

A series of explosions wracked the 
Limburg c:1rly Sunday morning. will, 
initial sta1ements from the French 
Embassy in Sana· a that a small boat 
had been seen approaching the tank
er. French officials later retracted the 
statemems :-.nd agreed le.> wait until 
investigations were complc1ed before 
announcing whether the explosions 
were U!.e resuit of a cerrorist :inacL:. 

lmerviews of the smviving crew by 
various nc:ws agl!ncies a.re Vl!rifying 
lbe French Embassy's initial Sl3le
mencs, h0"'f¥5[ Pr rnrw•l of the 
Limburg. 1111 ■■ 11111 nd one 
crewman reiter.ited that a small local 
fishing boat was seen approaching the! 
sbip al an alarming rate. All crew
members interviewed atTinned that a 
small explosion came firsc, and then 
1he tire and smoke from low on the 
st:uboard side that quickly engulfed 
the ship and led to further explosions. 

11ie [>Osition of the bo le from the 
explosion. very near die water line 
on che starboard side. has aroused 
sp,,culation from security e.<perts 
that the accident 1heory is highly im
probable. peak
ing 10 Rc:utl!rs in London: said that 
rhc:. Limburg's double hull. dtsignc:J 
ro procc:cr the ship from collision, 
would be impenetrable by anything 
but an explosive impact. 

Speaking on beholf of the ship's 
owners. Bc:lgium•bast:d Corupag.nie 
Maritime Bclge~ oid. ··T11e e',
plosion o.:curred on the watcr line -
there is absolutely nothing whi~h can 
trigger an explosion [aboard the 
ship] :it char heigttt.'" disnussing lht 
pc.>ssihilil)' of an elecui cal fire or 
similar mishap. 

According tu a :ipoke.sman (01 ,he 
Dutch s:.1!vag': ,u~a1~ ch,u ~1'.aminl!d 

A huge colinno of smoke issues.from !he firS< cxplosi~D and fire which broke 
-out on the French oil tanl.:er SUDday - YO 

ing out the possibility of engine fail
ure and fire. 

Video footage shows that die hole 
jn the Limburg's huU is now several 
feet above the wacer line. The Dutch 
team noted that the explosion cen
tcr~d 01\ car-go (ank number four on 
the starboard si.:le. one of three oi 
the ship' s 15 cargo tanks that were 
iull at the rime of the e~plosion. The 
sh.ip' s cargo tanks are surrounded by 
p:tr1ly filled ballast taru;s, which 
were also damoged by the blast. 

Having lost 50,000 barrels of oil 
to spil1age and bu1ning following 
tht e:;plosion~ and fire. a figure :;rni
~d by Environme-nl hi..inh:tc:r A.1-
Eryru,i. :is ~"·di ;is a ponion vf its 
b3lbsc, the hole in the Limburg·; 
hull mav hJve risen si2niticwtl!v 
above Lhe ori2inal waler- Jin~. c:i
~laimng the nOw enigm;uic pusition 
of the nipture. 

h~ SPokt Slll•.l.11 for thi! 
ship's owners. also· nottd lh:11 all.rm 
sysLl!mS onboard the: Limburg JiJ 
11m Jttl!Ct a buildup of gases. poim
in~ ll)wards a .._udden :.111ci un.:mli,.::1-
.,"'~ ... ,1 ..... , n l,,,t,l11 

ni gavernmen1 has drawn th~ ire of 
facrions plc:dging suppo11 to te1Toris1 
groups for its outspoken support vf 
the Amtrican V./ar on Terror and r~
peated offensives ,gainst AI-Qaedo 
operatives ~·ithin th~ CGuntry. 

A uumber o f ~xplosions in S;1m1'a .. 

Y,mcn's c,pil.'11. notably al the Civil 
A.viacion At1thority and nl!ar (he Pre:')
idential Pal~cc, were ,:mribuccd 10 one 
particul:1r group sympathetic to Al
Qaeda. Lt>ll<ts drcula1cd t>v ;1,, 
group pro1niScd more such ~ma~ks l,1 
the iumr~. urgeting nv, .:...m~ri(;an hut 
·Yen1t:ni ir.tertsts :mJ the n~.uion~1f 
tconomy if :ht 2vvtrnmcr1t faiic:d ro 
wid1dr3w suppc,rl for .;,,._rucrit::..111 t:l"'IU11-

tercc:rrorism initi:.iri,·t-$. 

The r£me;, Ob.st:.·."1· :'Ut!.: in!:;: 
::•,J1ii ng tl.;s~~i' :1•i.d1 iure;-;1,1rio:!1"!! 
;uws ,1g,u1de:; ave, rile DhSi we~t iv 

ke~p !lu w;,,-f;:f !iljcrmda of iin.' r.:~ 
cell! ;.:,1,euG f1I .-il-~1Juta!.fu.. F:•r {i : : 

!iu licy-b.'f-<Jl!.v de,•iiup,::e,i.!s. U::gfu .. 
;: i11g wit.'r r!u explosio;,s ;100~1,-d :!,e 
Um.h1:rg r.n !:nndc._v. D c:fl!Jn u. 
! ! !,:ru·d ritw v:!:· ·r· -el>!."i!r: 
......... ...... ,.,,. ,. __ ...... ~ .. 
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Limburg investigators agreeing more that . . . 

It's terrorism 
BY YEMEN TIME.!' ST,\FI' 

,\NO R£l'TERS 

French and Americ:m invesli
i a101""S i nto the explosion of the 
=renc h tanker Limhurg ag_rec the 
Jl:>.sl was probably terrori~m. 

The Mast killed one crew 
member and spilled 90.000 bar 
rels of oil into the Gulf Of Allen. 

"I t's become clear :,•s an ac1 
of 1errorism:· a U.S. in1dligence 
official in Washington said 
Tlmrsday on lhe condition of 

• Some aren't sure it was te"orlsm: see page 4 
• A rift in the investigation: see page 4 
• Economic impact: see page 11 

anooymiiy. 
'The inilial result; of lhe 

inquiry canied out by French. 
Yemeni and Americnn iuvestiga
lors suggest 1he explosion of 
October 6 on board the French 
oil lanker, the Limburg. was due 
10 an anack," a slalemenl of lhe 
French Foreign Minis1ry echoed. 

11ic in.,esligalors said that 

melal and plastic pieces along 
wiah remains of TNT ~xplosive 
malerial was found on 1bc decl 
suggesting 1ha1 the ship was 
rammed hy a sm,uler craft 

Tiie Limburg was t>rought i1110 
Mina al-Dabah port in Al 
Mul-:illa by three tug boa1s. 

American ollici:ils said 1he 
bias! was an act of terrorism 

mos1 likely carried out l>y P"ople 
wilh links 10 :il-Q:i.ida. 

c.,,,. saw small boat 
This claim is also supported 

by the canker's owner. 
- who quoted crew members 
as saying the blast occurred 
shortly afler a small boat was 
seen speeding toward the tanker 
as ii waited for a tug 10 take ii lo 
Mina al-Dabah ne.ir Muhlla, 
aboul 500 miles from Sana· a. 

Continued on page 4 

Dutch divers and anti-terror experts inspect the hole in the huU of the French oil supertanker Limburg in the open· sea near Mukalla in Yemen 
October 12. France said that traces of TNT w<,re discover@<! in lhe hole, supporting the theory that lhe Limburg was attacked. RElJTERS 

What's the environmental impact of tlze explosion? 

Save our seawaters 
u ,· SA LEH ,,L-BAsH., 
YEMEN Tam;s STAFF 

AL-M1,:,ALl,A 

Effnris ar~ being made lo 
dean the oil from the ~xplosion 
of the French supenanker 
Limburg on Yemeni 1c.niroria1 
wmers and tis co!!Srs. 

But IJ1e spilling of the .197.000 
t>:irrels of cmde of oil may t>e an 
irrepairabl< ecological disaster 

for ~a animaJs :ilnog Yemen's 
coastal Unes, which in turn 
could mean fiilancial n:in for 
•hous.1nds or area lishcnnen. 

En,•1ronme111al ~::pens who 
need 10 1ackle rhe problem have 
an immense Job :uiead of rhem. 

Fisheunen a1 al-Mukalla lmve 
e~pre!i=.scd 1he,r reRntmcnt of 
lhe w:ver pollmioo ~s a 1esuJr of 
the oil th:u lw sprt 3d across 1ht 
coasr. 

TJ,.,y hav~n • I ~n allowed lo 

fish, bur will be aUowe<I ag:tin 
afler the comple1ion of IJJC 
invcstig3.lion processes. 

'This was rhe bes1 <ea.son for 
fishin~ banks rn Hadhramoul 
coast lines:· said one fisbennan. 

l11e tanker was Cilfrymg 
397 .000 t>arrels of lrtu1i31l crude 
Md \Vas due 10 load rnore al 
Mina al-Dabah. a rort 500 moles 
sourh-e:ast of tl,e 1#.!meni ~pii31 

Sana1a. 
The e,:plosioo look place in 

Asbehr District in Hadhramout. 
Initial reports questioned if 

rbe blas1 was terrorism. but both 
American and French investiga-
1ors say UJCy believe evidence 
suggests it was terrorism. 

Set pagt 11 jor mort o:i tl,e 
enviro11mental impact from tht 
disnsur. 
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appy with Americans 

journalist says 
.vestigation rift 
an U1 vestigators at the scene 
pected. and that has caused the 
a.L the invcsug:ition site . 
conleS as the Yemeni side, 
the French side. insists that 
still not evidence to confim1 

blast was a renorist attack. 
:ni officials say that it is far too 
give a decisive reason for the 

ournalist says that both Frenc h 
,meni authorities have also 
ed thci1· shock and une:ise with 

ii seamine 

the latest news reports saying that tbe 
blast's was because of a terrorist 
a.nack. 

The most recent inspections of the 
hole reveals that the metal sheets point 
inwards and not outwards as initially 
reported. 

TI1is adds to the possibility that the 
explosion came from outside the ship. 

The Yemeni official s say that the 
metal of the ship may have turned 
inwards because of wind and water 
currents. 

erPJ blast was not terrorism 
6 

arional warships near our ter 
walers can follow up the 

and check it in a way better 
'erueni ports authorities. It 
be taken into consideration 

1e French navy fleet does, 
; others, carry out the checking 

identity of vessels sailing in 
wateTS, and jt is stationed at. 
nearby Yemenj and Omani ter
wate.rs. 

:xperts also question how any-
1ld ha ve access to the coordi
,f the vessel at the required 
md time. The slow-speed of 
,t traveling from the Yemeni 
,wards the ship would have 
bserved by many warships, 
Uy those equipped with highly 
cated technology. 
oxpe1is have cons idered two 
ities as more likely: 
s tha t the tanker hit a sea mine 
nearby. 
>ther js rhac 50me intelligence 
having more capabilities for 
• ~ct were bch.ind dle expio-

t .. 

French oil supertanker Limburg In 
me open sea near Mukatla In Yemen 
october 12. REUTERS 

Investigators believe it's terrorism 
French investigator 

d French television France 
3 oo n,ursday that debris found on the 
deck of the t.anl:er did 00( corue from 
the tanker. 

'"We found on the Limburg deck 
some parts mainly made of plascic and 
of a mixed glass-resin material used for 
constructing yachts and, in Yemen, 
fishing boots. We found that on the 
tanker deck along with some metal 
debris," he said. 

This contradicts suggestions of 
Yemen's Minister of Sea Transpo11 
Saeed Yafaei that the pans might have 
come from the tanker's own rescue 
boat. 

"Investigators have indeed found 
fiberglass parts, but they might be from 
the tanker's rescue boat that was dam
aged in the accidenL The parts will be 
sent 10 laboratories 10 be tested and 
determine whether ii belonged. lo the 
damaged boat," said .... who also 
is the cltief of the Yemeni team investi
gating the Limburg blast. 

He made the comment 'lllursday to 
Yemen's official news agency Saba. 

Earlier, a U.S. defense official said 
several factors pointed to a terrorist 
atiact: the hole in the ship is at sea 
level, which is consistent with it being 
struck by a boat or weapoo, and tl1e 

• vessel is relarively new. making it 
unliuly that a malfunctioo caused the 
blast. 

U.S. intelligence also · picL:ed up 
indications in recent weeks tllat terror
ist groups remain interested in target
ing maritime shipping, the defense 
official said. 

SpcculaJion that the incident was an 
act of terrorism arose shonly after tl1e 
explosion, which spilled oil along 72 
L:ilometers of coastline. The Limburg's 
cap<ain later told The A.ssociated Press 
a crew member saw a fishing boat 
approach the tanker shonly before the 
blast. 

Contradictory reports 
At first, Yemen. which has bun 

e:,ger to emph.asize its comruirmeot to 

~1it~f,2,. __ :~1. 

~~ . . ~ .... 
·· •- : 

. . .. ., .. 

the U.S.-led war on len-orism, sought 
to dismiss reports that the blast was 
deliberate. Those statements were 
repo,1.:d in the local Yemeni press dur
ing last week. "We were quite confi
deot that when ow· officials say somc
th.ing, they mean it. So we took the 
official statements saying that the 
cause of the atrack was an accident for 
granted," a Yemeni journalist told YT. 

But a Yemeni government official, 
spea.L:ing on condition of anonytnity, 
said the investigation so far has yield
ed contradictory information a,1d the 
blast may in fact have been an act of 
tefforism. 

The pan-A,-::ib daily Asharq al-Awsat 
reported Thursday that it received a 
statement from a militant Muslim 
group claiming it attacked the ship. 
TI,e paper said the Adeu-Abyan 
Islamic Army claimed it carried out the 
explosion to avenge the execution of 
one of its leaders for the 1998 kidnap
ping of 16 Western toutists. 

The Adcn-Abyan Islamic Army was 
formed by Yemeni and Other Arab 
fighters who, lli:e bin Laden, helped 
Afghans oust Soviet invaders with 
U.S, help in the 1980s. 

A Yemeni official, Abdul Kader 
Hila!, questioned the reported Aden
Abyao Islamic Anny claim. s:iying the 
group does not have the means to carry 
out such an operation. But he said one 
of the group's members was among 
those detafoed for questioning. 

PoUution catastrophe 
'•If there is anyone who has be.:n 

hun most of this, then it is us." said a 
Yemeni fisherman near the coast of 
Mina al-Dabab port. 'The sea is our 
only source of iucome, and now look :it 
what happened to it! How can we make 
ends meer any more amidst so harsh 
economic condition~." he said. 

The pollution issue has become the 
m:1jor concern of the Yemeni officials 
in the area. "Yem<'o is facing :u1 eovi
ronmen1aJ disaster. ics beaches having 
been hit by tonnes of cmde oil from tl1e 
French-flagged supertanker Limburg 

which burned in the Gulf of Aden·· a11 
offici:il said. 

l1 is estimated that the total area pol· 
luted with crude oil spilled from 
Limburg amounted to 500 square kilo
mttre.s, some 15cm deep. according to 

a ptess release distributed hy the crisis 
cell fanned to follow up the incident. 

The press slalement also revealed 
tliat "Plans arc being prepared by tho 
crisis cell in cooperotion with the local 
authorities and citizens 10 contain this 
p.-oblem." 

France more alert 
On the other hand, France bad 

revealed plans to step up its security 
nu,asures for French citizens in the 
Middle East and is considering provid
ing military escorts for French ships in 
the Indian Ocean, government spokes
men said on Friday. 

The Foccign and Defence Minisuies 
annouored the measures after Paris 
:umouoced on Thursday evening that ii 
seemed likely the explosion on the 
Fiench-tlagged supertanker Limburg 
off the Yemen coast on Sunday was an 
anaclc. 

"We arc going to increase our level 
of poteclion for French residents in 
the region," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Francois Rivasseau told a 
join1 briefing with his Defence 
Ministry counterpart Jean-Francois 
Bureau. 

Embassies in tl1e region were to 
review and update existing security 
plans, be said. 

Bureau said a multinational force in 
the Indian Ocean consisting of eight 
1Varships - including 1wo French ves
sels - under German command could 
start to escon merchant ships as it did 
in 1987 and I 988. 

But be stressed no decision had been 
made on Ibis yet. 

"Escorts are being considered but 
they will be neither permanent nor 
coDStant," Bureau said. Anv escorts 
could onl7 operate in int~mational 
waie.-s, It<! added. 
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Arrests made in Al-Mukalla terror attack 
Gabrkl Matthew with contrl• 

, .11ions by Mohammed Al-Asadl 
Yemen Observer 
AL-MUKALLA • Minister of 

Interior Rashad Al-Alimi an
nounced Wednesday, October 16 
rhat Yemeni security forces, as 
part of 1he investigarion into rhe 
1e11wis1 attack on the French su
pet1nnker Limburg O~toher 6, 
lrnve raided a focilily in Al
Mukalla and discovered supplies 
of bomb-muking ma1erials be
lieved used in rhe auack. 

In a reliminory .. rnnouncement, 
IOled rhat several 

rnve been made in connec-
1io11 with the mid, although num
bers and identities of those :i1Test
~d have not yet been revealed. 
The ,mnoun~ement of the a1,-es1s 
comes as Yemen' s first official 
·1rnouncemen1 that the c~plosions 
ioard the supertanker, which 
led one Bu lgruian crewman and 

pilled more than 50,000 ban-els 

of c111tle oil into the ecologicully 
sensitive Gulf of Aden, were in 
fact the result of a terrorist ntrack. 

French and Americnn investiga
rors abonrd the Limburg an
nounced last week that traces of 
TNT were found around rhe hole 
blnsted in the Limhurg's hull at 
water level, and fragments of fi. 
herglass similnr to that found in 
local fishing boats were scattered 
0n the deck of the tanker. 

Although some foctions have al
ready suid they were behind the 
blast, a credible claim of responsi
bility for the nuack has yet 10 be 
made. There was no indication in 
1he Minister of Interior's an
no11ncement as to the affiliation of 
those arrested in Wednesday's op
eration. 

Meanwhile, efforts are now un
derway to clean up the oil spill 
from the Limburg attack. For 
more coveruge, turn to Page :!. 

Joint Yemen, Sudanese, Ethiopian summit sends message: 

Er.itrea, be a positive partner! 
By Faisal Darlm 
Y cmen Observer 
SANA'A - The triple summit 

held by President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, Sudanese President Hassan 
AI-Basheer and Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Meles Zenawi on Octo
ber 13-15 voiced a call to Eritrea 
in its closing communique to 
commit itself to policies of good
neighborliness and non
intervention, and to take responsi
bility when dealing with counllics 
bordeiing it. The sratemem also 
asked Eritrea not to repeat the 
mistakes of the past and to be a 
positive partner in helping estab
lish peace in the region. 

-~--

.'.:;·'. '. ,'.': ·pre~enl S~!~~ race.Ive~ Sudanese. Presld~nl H_assan Al·B~sheer (leit) 'and Eiliopliii\ PM Males Zenawl (righl) 

The summit professed 1he rhree 
countries' devotion to the histo,ic 
and sociru relations which bind the 

people of the three countries logeth
er wi01 the E1itrean people. Yemen, 
SudQn and Ethiopia jointly wished 

the E111Ican people security, stabil
ity. progress and welfare ... Con/. 
page 2. 

~em~p. sig,~.S,; ~_grefmeµts to join GCC 
v?!e~

1
~r~~:~~~:e~~~~!ic In~~ i,,·.rt':,a }:: , • Amnesty International validates 

',. 

Wednesday nt the Presidential Pal-

;;~: ttc~::~0~~r.~:r:~,:~trJ~~:,:~ Parliamentary report on detainees 
,ion formerly upp~oved during rhe ' • 
'.!2nd GCC member states· session 
hdd i11 Muicat, Oman from De• 
cember 30-31, 2001 . 

By Observer Slaff even deprived of the right to speak with luwyers. 
SANA' A • Recommendations have now been is• Amnesty In1erna1iuual joined rhe pnrliamentar_y 

::;,,_, President 0f the Republic Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and Vice President 
r\buu Rnbo Mansour Hadi allended 

sued by the parliamentary fact-finding committee in- committee in rnllin~ on the Y ~meni ~ovemmenr to 
vestigating USS Cole and ScplMl· _____________ take steps ,;oncerni11g rhe prisoners, 
~;~ ; ,~~?e~~~-e:_~ }~~-:_:rl~~-~~~~1 l~.J!~J!!J _..;I;;. mJ I rorelcase th\1~e whu 'beur peaceful 
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UNDP pledges. assistance to oil spill Cleanup 
By Observ.er Staff 
AL-MUKALLA • An intensive cleaning 

campaign started last Tuesday along the 
coastline and coastal waters of the Govern
orate of Al-Mukalla, despoiled when a ter
roiist attack penetrated the dual hull of the 
Limburg, a French oil tanker, on October 6. 

Fadhel Naser, Manager of .the Tourism 
and Environment Office in Al-Mukalla, • 
said that a specialized team consisting of 
l 20 people began the cleaning opera!ions 

over 70 km of coast. Agreements were 
signed with the Local Council of the Al
Muk.alla to d_eten-njne specific locations for 
the. cleaning teams, salvaging as much oil 
as possible for use as asphalt. 

l11ese cleaning activities follow training 
programs held a 'few days ago 'given to 
more than 40 participants by NGOs CO!l

cemed with environment issues. 
• The United Nations Development Pro

gram (UNDP) offered the Yemeni govern-

Volunteers advocate Cole suspects 
By Nahil Al-Osaidi 
ADEN • A voluntary 

group was recently set up 
to advocate those s,1spect• 
ed of bombing the USS 
Cole in the Po1t of Aden 
on October 12, 2002, 
claiming the lives of 17 
Ameiican sailors and in
juring 39 others. A press 
release by five of the most 
significant attorneys in 

Aden, namely the right of advocacy fo 
citizens. The release fur-

' ther announced the group 
~ ~ was ready to recmit more 
~re- volunteer advocates. 
po11ed the formation of "When the group is com-
the group coinciding with pletely fom1ed, it will 
the second anniversary of start to receive the de-
the bombing, saying it mands of the detainees' 
was formed out of adher- relatives and provide 
ence. to the Yemeni Con- them with judicial assis-
·stitution which secures tance," read the release. 

ment emergency financial assistance to ena
ble the Environmental Pollution Fighting 
Teams to overcome the latest envirorunent 
problem. 

Rima Khalaf Hanidi, Director of the 
UNDP Regional Office, confirmed the in
tentions of the UNDP while meeting with 
Deputy Minister of Tourism and Environ
ment Mohammed Kaflah, saying that the 
UNDP would cooperate with the Yemeni 
government to rescue Al-Mukalla from en-

vironmental pollution. In their meeting, 
UNDP officials disct1ssed the requirements 
of the second stage of the Permanent Envi
ronmental Program implemented in collab-

• oration with the Ministry of Tourism and 
Environment, which includes the execution 
of seven projects related to the environ• 
ment, agriculture and the Socotra environ
mental project, which bas reached its third 
stage in preserving the island's unique and 
distinctive envirorunent. 

CER granted over 
US $2.9 million 

By Observer Staff 
SANA' A - An international documentation project suppo1ting the Supreme Commis

sion for Elections and Referendum was signed last Sunday amounting to US 
$2,884,302, the total international assistance for the SCER for 2002-03. 

The agreement was signed by Ahmed Sofan, l\llinister of Planning and Development, 
with the attendance of Khaled Al-Sharif, Chairman of the SCER and Rima Hanidi, Assist• 
ant Secretary-General of the United Nations and Di.rector at' the Arab Regional Office of 
the UNDP. The agreement was also attended by Hesham Sharat·, Deputy Minister of Plan
ning and Development, and James Raleigh, representative of the UNDP in Yemen. 

More than 100,000 given social allowances Light earthqual{e in 
Al-Beidha By Observer Staff 

SANA'A • According to the 
Minister of Social Affairs and Ln• 
bor Dr : ~ul-Ka1im AI-Arhabt 
the Sl" Fund (SCF) has ap-
provec ,tional 100,000 cases 
to be gi vc:11 allowances. 

The Minister's new declaration 
was made while he was participat-

ing in a workshop held to spread 
awareness among local council sec
retary-generals about the new cases 
benefiting from the SCF, saying 
that 30,000 cases have been 
dropped from the SCF's lists be
cause they were found undeserving 
of their social allowances after spe
cialists canied out intensive field 

visits and collected data about peo
ple getting social security p,:nsions. 

The European Union granted the 
country a sum of 150 million to 
support the government in imple• 
menting its Pove11y Eradication 
Program. A po11ion of this sum has 
been allocated to financing the SCF 
developing missions project. 

By Observer Staff 
AL-BEIDHA - The National Center for Seismography, 

headquartered in the Govemorate of Dhamar, recorded a 
light earthquake which shook the Govemorate of Al-Beidha 
on Sunday, October 13 at 11 :45 PM. The earthquakes in Al
Beidha were in the form of a reaction to unde1water eru1h
quakes taking place beneath the Gulf of Aden which reached 
,.. _,._:-. .J- .. & I I\ -- ,\.. _ n ;_l,. .. _ _ C' ~- 1 . 
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