
 
 
  

 
                                     

 Public Health Service 
 

National Institutes of Health  
Freedom of Information Office 

Building 1, Room 344 
1 Center Drive, MSC 0188 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892-2107 
phone: (301) 496-5633 

fax: (301) 402-4541

Via E-mail: john@greenewald.com  
 
 
August 9, 2024 
 
John Greenwald 
27305 W Live Oak Road 
Suite 1203 
Castaic, California 91384 
 
Re: NIH FOIA Case No. 61804 
 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
 
This is the final response to your May 16, 2024, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 
addressed to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) FOIA Office, received on June 6, 2024.  
You requested the following: 
 
All emails sent to/from (bcc’d or cc’d) Dr. David Morens and Dr Anthony Fauci which contain 
the following keywords: FOIA and/or Freedom of Information. Date range January 1, 2019, 
thru May 16, 2024. 
 
NIH searched their files and found 333 pages of responsive records, which are enclosed.  
I have determined to withhold portions of the released pages pursuant to Exemption 6  
of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(6); and section (f) of the HHS FOIA Regulations,  
45 CFR Part 5. Exemption 6 permits the withholding of privacy information, the release  
of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 
 
You have the right to appeal this determination to deny you access to information in the 
Agency’s possession. Should you wish to do so, your appeal must be sent within ninety  
(90) days of the date of this letter, following the procedures outlined in Subpart C of the HHS 
FOIA Regulations (http://www.nih.gov/icd/od/foia/cfr45.htm) to the Assistant Secretary for 
Public Affairs at https://requests.publiclink.hhs.gov/App/Index.aspx 
Clearly mark the communication “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”  
 
If you are not satisfied with the processing and handling of this request, you may contact the NIH 
FOIA Public Liaison and/or the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS): 
 
 
 
 
 

 

..... ~ t,,-:f., DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH &. HUMAN SERVICES 



Page 2 –Greenewald (61804) 

NIH FOIA Public Liaison OGIS 
Denean Standing-Ojo National Archives and Records Admin. 
Office of Communications and  8601 Adelphi Rd – OGIS 
Public Liaison College Park, MD 20740-6001 
Building 31, Room 5B52S 202-741-5770 (phone) 
31 Center Drive 1-877-684-6448 (toll-free) 
Bethesda, MD 20892 202-741-5769 (fax) 
301-496-5077 (phone) ogis@nara.gov (email) 
nihfoia@mail.nih.gov (email) 

 

 
In certain circumstances provisions of the FOIA and Department of Health and Human Services 
FOIA Regulations allow us to recover part of the cost of responding to your request. Because the 
cost is below the $25 minimum, there are no charges associated with our response. 
 
If you have any questions about this response, please call 301-496-5633.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
  
 
Gorka Garcia-Malene 
Freedom of Information Act Officer, NIH 

 
 
Enclosed: 333 pages (pdf)  



The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

Sent: 2/18/2020 6:28:45 PM 

To: Conrad, Patricia (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en= 7 ea3e3ea 7 daa432887 495d6825c9e588-con rad pa] 

CC: NIAID OD AM [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Admin istrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8b9ef66c6c774c23bbe00d03479ce7c3-NIAID OD AM] 

Subject: patty -- foia W: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 53606! b6 I 
Attachments: 53606r·-·-·b6-·-·-·-i '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Importance: High 

Outgoing email communications from ASF act 1- present with the keywords below 

o Hard copies 
• Single sided 
• Reverse chronoiogica! order 
• No staples or paper dlps 
• Duplicates removed 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [EJ b6 i 
Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 1~24 PM • 

To: Folkers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) [El_ __ •'='='='='='='='='='=,~=~'='='='='='='='='='='='=,J_ ;-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 
Cc: Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 :Stover, Kathy (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·•·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~.---·-·-·-·-·-·~ L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 
NIAID FOIA Office i b6 ! 
Subject: ACTION RE.Qlii"R-ED~--i=o1·-c~-~~--N-~-.-·5-36.06T_____ b6 i 
Importance: High L ' 

Greg: 

A program search memo is attached. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Best, 
Marg 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Freedom of Information Office 
5601 Fishers Lane, Room 6G50 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Tel (301) 451-5109 

Fax (301) 480-0904/ Email foia@niaid .nih.gov 

Memorandum 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

February 18, 2020 

Gregory K. Folkers 
1OD, NIAID 

Margaret Moore 
NIAID/OCGR/FOIA Office 

Public Health Service 

National Institutes of Health 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Subject: Request for Records Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA} 
REQUESTER: i b6 :#53606) 

i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Response Due: March 3, 2020 

Date Range: October.1, 2019 to date of search 
:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-c-c-:·:•:·.·C-C-:•c-c-c-:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:•:-:-: ,.;.;.;-;-;-;-;-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-.-.·C-,·.: -:,:·:·:·: ·:·:·:·:-:·:·:·:-:-:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:•:-: ··:-:-:-:-c-·-·-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:•:-. ·:·:·:·:-:·:·:·:·:·:-:-:-:•:::•:::::::•.·:,::-:::::-:·:·:··=·=·:·:·:·:·:-:-:•:-:-:-:-:•:-:•:•:•,. ·=·:·:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:•· 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
' ' i b6 ! (NY Times) has requested: 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-'" 

"All email communications (including email messages, calendar invitations, and 
attachment thereto, and including complete email chains) from October 1, 2019, 
through the date of the search sent by Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases containing any one of the following 
keywords: evacuation, coronavirus, wuhan, international emergency, virus, 
international emergency, virus, hubei province, quarantine, outbreak, china, 
biohazard, infection, pneumonia, global health emergency." 

A copy of the request is attached (Attachment #1). 

In accordance with the FOIA, the NIAID FOIA office has 20 working days in which to make a 
determination to grant or deny access to the records. Please search all of your electronic and hard 
copy files as appropriate and provide a response using the following guidelines/checklist: 

□ 1 complete copy of all records responsive to the request with no markings (clean copy). The 
clean copy must include ALL of the documents regardless of whether they are all releasable. 
Either hard copies or electronic copies are acceptable. 



o Hard copies 
• Single sided 
• Reverse chronological order 
• No staples or paper clips 
• Duplicates removed 

o Electronic copies 
• Same as hard copies 
• .pdf, .doc, .xis, pps etc. files are fine 
• E-mail files should be in .pst or .msg format 
• CD, USB drive or e-mail 

D 1 copy of records with your indications of what you believe should be withheld using one of 
the Exemptions to the FOIA (highlighted copy). 

o The FOIA is a disclosure statute with 9 Exemptions. At NIH, we essentially have 4 
exemptions available to us. A detailed description and links to additional 
information is attached to this memo (Attachment 2). If the information does not 
meet one of these 4 Exemptions, it CANNOT be withheld. 

D A completed NIAID Search and Review Worksheet for~. person who searched for and 
reviewed documents (Attachment 3}. 

Please do NOT have individuals in your Office/Division send documents directly to the NIAID FOIA 
Office unless specifically asked to do so. All responsive documents should be returned to you for 
review and collating to ensure the consistency of the requested redactions, elimination of 
duplicates, and completeness of the response. If the requested documents do not exist, please 
provide a written statement that explains how you searched for the records (which office(s) were 
searched; what places were searched, i.e., desk, computers, files, and boxes; and how you 
searched, i.e., manually, electronically, etc). A no-records response gives the requestor the 
administrative right to appeal. The appeal will challenge how we searched for records. Therefore, 
a written statement of your search is very important. 

Please note that NIAID is not required to create documents in response to a FOIA request. In 
addition, please let us know if you know of other NIAID individuals who have responsive records. 

If you have any questions or concerns, we can be reached weekdays between 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
at {301) 451-5109 or foia@niaid.nih.gov. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Attachment 1- FOIA Request from i b6 i 
Attachment 2 - FOIA Exemptions '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-----·- i 

Attachment 3 - NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 



Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El 

From: 
!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- i 

: b6 ! 
! ~ 

Sent: ' Tuesday, February 18, 2020 12:38 PM 
To: FOIA-7 
Subject: Freedom of Information Information Act request 

This is a request for records under the Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") . 

The New York Times requests: 

1) All email communications (including email messages, calendar invitations, and attachment thereto, and 
including complete email chains) from October 1, 2019, through the date of the search sent by Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases containing any one of the 
following keywords: evacuation, coronavirus, wuhan, international emergency, virus, international emergency, 
virus, hubei province, quarantine, outbreak, china, biohazard, infection, pneumonia, global health emergency 

The New York Times has limited its request to sent messages of each official to reduce the volume of 
potentially responsive records. The New York Times still requests complete email chains. So, for example, if a 
specific official sent a response to an incoming message containing a key term above, the chain containing the 
initially received message and the response is responsive to this request. 

FORMAT OF REQUESTED RECORDS 

Under FOIA, you are obligated to provide records in the format requested. See, e.g., 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(3)(8) 
("In making any record available to a person under this paragraph, an agency shall provide the record in any 
form or format requested by the person if the record is readily reproducible by the agency in that form or 
format."). We request all records in an electronic .pdf format. 

Please provide all records on a rolling basis. 

RESPONSE TIME 

We appreciate your help in expeditiously obtaining a determination on the requested records. As mandated in 
FOIA, we anticipate a reply within the statutory timeframe of 20 business days. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i). 

FEE WAIVER 

I respectfully request that you waive all fees in connection with this request as provided by 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii). FOIA was designed to provide citizens a broad right to access government records. FOIA's 
basic purpose is to "open agency action to the light of public scrutiny," with a focus on the public's "right to be 
informed about what their government is up to." U.S. Dep't of Justice v. Reporters Comm. for Freedom of the 
Press, 489 U.S. 749, 773-74 (1989). In order to provide public access to this information, FOIA's fee waiver 
provision requires that "[d]ocuments .. . be furnished without any charge or at a [reduced] charge . . . if 
disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial interest 
of the requester." 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Disclosure to The New York Times will contribute to public 
understanding of the operations and activities of the government and is not in the commercial interest of the 
requester. 

EXPEDITED PROCESSING 

1 



There can be little doubt that The Times constitutes a requester "primarily engaged in disseminating 
information." 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(v)(II). There can also be little doubt that the requests relate to federal 
government activity; I am requesting expedited processing of this request because it concerns a matter of both 
urgency and of public concern: A lot of questions surrounding the Coronavirus remain open. The Wuhan 
Coronavirus looks increasingly like a pandemic, experts say. The rapidly rising caseloads alarm researchers, 
who fear the virus may make its way across the globe. But scientists cannot yet predict how many deaths may 
result. The Wuhan coronavirus spreading from China is now likely to become a pandemic that circles the 
globe. Scientists do not yet know how lethal the new coronavirus is, however, so there is uncertainty about 
how much damage a pandemic might cause. But there is growing consensus that the pathogen is readtly 
transmitted between humans. The Wuhan coronavirus is spreading more like influenza, which is highly 
transmissible, than like its slow-moving viral cousins, SAAS and MEAS, scientists have found. These records 
could help The New York Times combat misinformation. See id. "[l]f production [ of the requested records] is 
unduly delayed, both [The Times] and the public at large will be 'precluded ... from obtaining in a timely fashion 
information vital to the current and ongoing debate surrounding ... ' a high-profile government action.· Protect 
Democracy Project, Inc. v. US. Dep 't of Defense, 263 F. Supp. 3d 293, 298-99 (D.D.C. 2017). The Times has 
accordingly shown a "compelling need" for the records and is entitled to expedited processing. See id.; see 
also, e.g., ACLU of N Cal. v. US. Dep't of Defense, 2006 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 36888, at *21 (N.D. Cal. May 25, 
2006) (ordering the agency to provide expedited processing where "[p]laintiffs demonstrated a 'compelling 
need for the information' by showing that it was a breaking news story of significant importance to public 
policy"). 

GUIDANCE REGARDING THE SEARCH & PROCESSING OF REQUESTED RECORDS 

In connection with its request for records, The New York Times provides the following 
guidance regarding the scope of the records sought and the search and processing of 
records: 

§ Please search all locations and systems likely to have responsive records, regardless 
of format, medium, or physical characteristics. For instance, if the request seeks 
"communications," please search all locations likely to contain communications, 
including relevant hard-copy files, correspondence files, appropriate locations on 
hard drives and shared drives, emails, text messages or other direct messaging 
systems (such as iMessage, WhatsApp, Signal, or Twitter direct messages), 
voicemail messages, instant messaging systems such as Lyne or ICQ, and shared 
messages systems such as Slack. 

§ In conducting your search, please understand the terms "record," "document," and 
"information" in their broadest sense, to include any written, typed, recorded, 
graphic, printed, or audio material of any kind. We seek records of any kind, 
including electronic records, audiotapes, videotapes, and photographs, as well as 
letters, emails, facsimiles, telephone messages, voice mail messages and 
transcripts, notes, or minutes of any meetings, telephone conversations or 
discussions. 

§ Our request for records includes any attachments to those records or other 
materials enclosed with those records when they were previously transmitted. To 
the extent that an email is responsive to our request, our request includes all prior 
messages sent or received in that email chain, as well as any attachments to the 
email. 

You may email copies of the requested records to: 
. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
' ' ; b6 ; i i 
i i 
i i 
i ! 
L-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•I 
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Atta(hment 2: ExemPtlons from Olsclosyr;e under the fOU~ 

• Exemption 3 is used for information that is not releasable because of a Federal statute other than 
the FOIA. One example that we have used in the recent past is the protection of information 
pertaining to the transport of biological agents under the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism 
Preparedness and Response Act of 2002. Another example is that some portions of some financial 
disclosure documents are exempt from release under the Ethics In Government Act. 

• Exemption 4 is used for information such as trade secrets or proprietary information. Examples of 
trade secrets are: a formufa for a drug or a desfgn plan for a piece of equipment. This is information 
that is NOT in the public domain ANO is commercial or financial in nature. Exemption 4 does not 
protect information simply because it 1s not published. Exemption 4 material will be identified by 
the grantee/contractor. The grantee/contractor will be required to articulate how the release of the 
information will cause SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL HARM. The justification should include: 1) the 
names of actual competitors; 2) a detailed explanation of how the information could be used to 
cause financial harm; and 3) the dollar value of the harm. If the grantee/contractor requests that 
information be withheld under Exemption 4, t he NIAID FOIA Office will then send the information to 
the designated program official to review and indicate either concurrence or revision. As the 
content matter experts, it will be up to the designated NIAIO program official to determine 
whether the requested information meets the criteria for withholding under Exemption 4. SBIRs 
are handled slightly differently. If requested by tile grantee, SBIR information is protected from 
disclosure for 4 years under Section 8(b)l2) of Policy Directive 15 U.S.C 638. 

• Exemption Sis used for information that would be protected in civil litigation. There are four types 
of information that fall under £)(emption S: 

1) Deliberative Process: information must be predecisional AND express an opinion. We use 
this to protect information like unfunded grant applications, reviewers' comments, staff 
recommendations, nominations, etc. 

2) Attorney-work product: information prepared by an attorney in contemplation of litigation 
3) Attorney-client: request for advice from NIH Legal Counsel 
4) Government commercial Interest: confidential business information generated by the 

government (this would include Intramural research with commercial value). 
Exemption 5 material is discretionary, meaning we can choose not to assert it. The older the 
information, the harder it is to protect under Exemption 5. If challenged, the US Attorney will not 
defend our use of Exemption 5 unless we can artkulate the harm to NIH if the information is 
released. PLEASE NOTE: Exemption 5 is only used for internal government documents. If anyone 
outside the government is included, it is no longer internal and not covered by Exemption S. 

• E!,SJ;roptlon 6 is used for personal information such as identifiable patient information, home phone 
numbers or addresses, dates of birth, social security numbers, Institutional Base Salary, etc. We 
have a standard list of items that we routinety withhold under Exemption 6. 

NOTE: ~etion 2 used to be available to withhold information "related solely to the internal personnel 
rules and practices of an cigency.'' While this used to be interpreted very broadly, the US Supreme Court 
ruling in Milne.r v. Department o[ tb~lJJl!L!i. severely limited the use of this Exemption. NIH FOIA has 
determined that Exemption 2 is no longer available to us. 

ExemQti.9!1.Z protects from disclosure information in a law enforcement file under certain conditions. It is 
only used at the NIH level. 



Attachment 3: NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 

To: NIAID FOIA Specialist 
From: 
Date: ,-------, 

Re: FOIA Request Number 53606 i b6 
i-·-·-·- ·-·- ·- ·-·-·-·- ·- ·-·-·-·-·i 

We were asked to search for materials that respond to the above-listed FOIA request. We were asked to 
respond by March 3, 2020. The following summarizes the results of this search: 

Section A 
The search for responsive documents was conducted as follows: 

Date someone began and completed looking: _____ _ 

Total time: It took ___ hours to search for material. 

Rate 1: GS-01-GSOB Rate 2: GS09 - GS14 Rate 3: GS15 and above 

Rate of 
Time spent 

searcher: Place(s) searched and why chosen to search 
(minutes) 

1, 2, or 3 

Total time: It took ___ hours to review the responsive documents. 

Section B Please check the appropriate line(s). 

_Responsive information was located and is attached. I have reviewed the enclosed records and find 
that no material should be withheld. i approve the re lease of the records. 

_No responsive information was located; the places Hsted in Section 8 were searched. I have 
attached a memo further detaiHng the search. 

_Information was located, but MAID would be harmed ff certain sections were released. I have 
compiled the information, identified these sections, and induded a justification memo explaining the 
harm. The information and memo are attached. 

APPROVAL FOR ACTION AS MARKED: 

Name Date 



From: 

Sent: 

Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

2/28/2020 6:31:53 PM 

To: 

CC: 

NIAID OD AM [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8b9ef66c6c774c23bbe00d03479ce7c3-NIAID OD AM] 

Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

Subject: 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ cn=6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re] 

patty and all----- FW: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #53659 i b6 i 
~---·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Attachments: 53659Search.docx 

Importance: High 

For the purpose of this exercise, let us define "Assistants" as 

• Bob 

• Andrea 

• Laurie 

• Hilary 

• Greg 

• Patty 

• Kim 

(MARG -yes?) 

Please give me hard copies of responsive documents, 

Thanks 

Greg 
Gregory K. Folkers, M.S., M.P.H. 
Chief of Staff, Immediate Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) 
National Institutes of Health!DHHS 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bldg. 31, Room 7A·05 

,._Bethesda.__MD _208~2 
i i ; b6 ; i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.i 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Thursday, February 2 7, 2 0 2 9-4~:?.2J?..M_ _________________________________ , ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; 
To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 :Doepel, Laurie (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 

i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_i L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.I 



Cc: NI Al D F O I A Office [ ________________________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-=-·-·-·-~ Bi 11 et, Courtney (NI H/ NI Al D) [ E] L_ __________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· j Stover, 
Kathy (NIH/NIAID) [E]: b6 i 
Subject: ACTION REQUIRED:-FOI-Case·#5365S b6 i 

j-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•- I 

Importance: High 

Hi Greg & Laurie - Attached please find a FOIA Program Search. A copy of the request is below. 

Thank you. 

Marg 

From:! b6 i 
••-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•I 

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2020 2:11 PM 
To: FOIA-7 ~ b6 _ __] 

Subject: Media query: Emails to or from Dr. Anthony S. Fauci 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This is a request for records under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 USC § 552, by ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

I request all emails sent or received by NIAID Director Dr. Anthony S. Fauci or his assistants on 2/26/2020 and 2/27/2020 

that contain the phrases "Trump," "Pence," "White House," "POTUS," "VPOTUS" or "Veep" in their body, subject line or 

attachments. 

Please include all attachments and images. If only one email in a thread is responsive to my request, please include the 

entire thread. 

I believe these records are maintained by Dr. Fauci's office. 

I am a full-time reporter at the newspaper CQ Roll Call, based in Washington, D.C. My work has also appeared in The 

Washington Post, The Boston Globe, The Christian Science Monitor, Al Jazeera America, Religion News Service, 

ThinkProgress and PR l's The World . I am requesting these records as part of the news-gathering process, not for 

commercial purposes. 

I am willing to pay up to $25 in fees. If you charge more than $25 dollars, please inform me in advance. 

Please provide these records to me on a rolling basis as your office processes them, rather than waiting to provide any 

records until all records are processed. 

Please provide the responsive records as an email attachment to the following address: 

l __________________________ b 6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
If you cannot provide the responsive records as an email attachment, please mail a CD-ROM (preferable) or a hard copy 
to: 

l_ ________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·__! 
CQ Roll Call 

1201 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, 6th floor 

Washington, DC 20004 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me ati b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 



I look forward to receiving your response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Thank you for your time and help. 

Sincerely, 
. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
! b6 ; 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

b6 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Freedom of Information Office 
5601 Fishers Lane, Room 6G50 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Tel (301) 451-5109 

Fax (301) 480-0904/ Email foia@niaid .nih .gov 

Memorandum 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

February 27, 2020 

Gregory K. Folkers, IOD, NIAID 

Margaret Moore 

NIAID/OCGR/FOIA Office 

Public Health Service 

National Institutes of Health 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Subject: Request for Records Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

REQUESTER:! b6 !(#53659) 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Response Due: March 7, 2020 

! b6 !(cQ Roll Call) has submitted a FOIA request for "all emails sent or received by NIAID 
; __ Dfrecto"r· Dr."J\nthony S. Fauci or his assistants on 02/26/2020 and 2/27/2020 that contain the 

phrases "Trump," "Pence," "White House," "POTUS," "VPOTUS" or "Veep" in their body, subject 

line or attachments. 

A copy of the request is attached (Attachment #1). 

In accordance with the FOIA, the NIAID FOIA office has 20 working days in which to make a 
determination to grant or deny access to the records. Please search all of your electronic and hard 

copy files as appropriate and provide a response using the following guidelines/checklist: 

□ 1 complete copy of all records responsive to the request with no markings (clean copy). The 
clean copy must include ALL of the documents regardless of whether they are all releasable. 

Either hard copies or electronic copies are acceptable. 
o Hard copies 

■ Single sided 
■ Reverse chronological order 
■ No staples or paper clips 
■ Duplicates removed 

o Electronic copies 
■ Same as hard copies 



■ .pdf, .doc, .xis, pps etc. files are fine 
■ E-mail files should be in .pst or .msg format 
■ CD, USB drive or e-mail 

□ 1 copy of records with your indications of what you believe should be withheld using one of 
the Exemptions to the FOIA (highlighted copy). 

o The FOIA is a disclosure statute with 9 Exemptions. At NIH, we essentially have 4 
exemptions available to us. A detailed description and links to additional 
information is attached to this memo (Attachment 2). If the information does not 

meet one of these 4 Exemptions, it CANNOT be withheld. 

□ A completed NIAID Search and Review Worksheet for each person who searched for and 
reviewed documents (Attachment 3). 

Please do NOT have individuals in your Office/Division send documents directly to the NIAID FOIA 
Office unless specifically asked to do so. All responsive documents should be returned to you for 

review and collating to ensure the consistency of the requested redactions, elimination of 
duplicates, and completeness of the response. If the requested documents do not exist, please 
provide a written statement that explains how you searched for the records (which office(s) were 

searched; what places were searched, i.e., desk, computers, files, and boxes; and how you 
searched, i.e., manually, electronically, etc). A no-records response gives the requester the 
administrative right to appeal. The appeal will challenge how we searched for records. Therefore, 
a written statement of your search is very important. 

Please note that NIAID is not required to create documents in response to a FOIA request. In 
addition, please let us know if you know of other NIAID individuals who have responsive records. 

If you have any questions or concerns, we can be reached weekdays between 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
at {301) 451-5109 or foia@niaid.nih.gov. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Attachment 1- FOIA Request fromi b6 i 
l---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

Attachment 2 - FOIA Exemptions 
Attachment 3 - NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 



Attachment 2: Exemptions from Disclosure under the FOIA 

• Exemption 3 is used for information that is not releasable because of a Federal statute other than 
the FOIA. One example that we have used in the recent past is the protection of information 
pertaining to the transport of biological agents under the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism 
Preparedness and Response Act of 2002. Another example is that some portions of some financial 
disclosure documents are exempt from release under the Ethics in Government Act. 

• Exemption 4 is used for information such as trade secrets or proprietary information. Examples of 
trade secrets are: a formula for a drug or a design plan for a piece of equipment. This is information 
that is NOT in the public domain AND is commercial or financial in nature. Exemption 4 does not 
protect information simply because it is not published. Exemption 4 material will be identified by 
the grantee/contractor. The grantee/contractor will be required to articulate how the release of the 
information will cause SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL HARM. The justification should include: l) the 
names of actual competitors; 2) a detailed explanation of how the information could be used to 
cause financial harm; and 3) the dollar value of the harm. If the grantee/contractor requests that 
information be withheld under Exemption 41 the NIAID FOIA Office will then send the information to 
the designated program official to review and indicate either concurrence or revision. As the 
content matter experts, it will be up to the designated NIAID program official to determine 
whether the requested information meets the criteria for withholding under Exemption 4. SBIRs 
are handled slightly differently. If requested by the grantee, SBIR information is protected from 
disclosure for 4 years under Section 8(b)(2) of Policy Directive 15 U.S.C 638. 

• Exemption 5 is used for information that would be protected in civil litigation. There are four types 
of information that fall under Exemption 5: 

1) Deliberative Process: information must be predecisional AND express an opinion. We use 
this to protect information like unfunded grant applicat[ons1 reviewers' comments, staff 
recommendations, nominations, etc. 

2) Attorney-work product: information prepared by an attorney in contemplation of litigation 
3) Attorney-client: request for advice from NIH legal Counsel 
4) Government commercial interest: confidential business information generated by the 

government (this would include Intramural research with commercial value). 
Exemption 5 material is discretionary, meaning we can choose not to assert it. The older the 
information, the harder it is to protect under Exemption 5. If challenged, the US Attorney will not 
defend our use of Exemption 5 unless we can articulate the harm to NIH if the information is 
released. PLEASE NOTE: Exemption 5 is only used for internal government documents. If anyone 
outside the government is included, it is no longer internal and not covered by Exemption 5, 

• Exemption 6 is used for personal information such as identifiable patient information, home phone 
numbers or addresses, dates of birth, social security numbers, Institutional Base Salary, etc. We 
have a standard list of items that we routinely withhold under Exemption 6. 

NOTE: Exemption 2 used to be available to withhold information "related solely to the internal personnel 
rules and practices of an agency." While this used to be interpreted very broadly, the US Supreme Court 
ruling in Milner v. Department of the Navy severely limited the use of this Exemption. NIH FOIA has 
determined that Exemption 2 is no longer available to us. 

Exemption 7 protects from disclosure information in a law enforcement file under certain conditions. It is 
only used at the NIH level. 



Attachment 3: NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 

To: NIAID FOIA Specialist 

From: 

Date: 

Re: FOIA Request Number 53659! b6 i 
i,_•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•- I 

We were asked to search for materials that respond to the above-listed FOIA request. We were asked to 
respond by March 7, 2020. The following summarizes the results of this search: 

Section A 
The search for responsive documents was conducted as follows: 

Date someone began and completed looking: ______ _ 

Total time: It took ___ hours to search for material. 

Rate 1: GS-01 - GSOB Rate 2: GS09 - GS14 Rate 3: GS15 and above 

Rate of 
Time spent 

searcher: Place(s) searched and why chosen to search 
(minutes) 

1, 2, or 3 

Total time: It took ___ _ hours to review the responsive documents. 

Section B Please check the appropriate line(s). 

_ Responsive information was located and is attached. I have reviewed the enclosed records and find 

that no material should be withheld. I approve the release of the records. 

_ No responsive information was located; the places listed in Section B were searched. I have 
attached a memo further detailing the search. 

_ Information was located, but NIAID would be harmed if certain sections were released. I have 

compiled the information, identified these sections, and included a justification memo explaining the 
harm. The information and memo are attached. 

APPROVAL FOR ACTION AS MARKED: 

Name Date 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Marg 

Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

3/12/2020 2:46:32 PM 
Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re]; Doepel, Laurie 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Reci pi ents/ en= 7 e395d705fce4852a 25 79e5a9e 1b5e 11-ldoepel] 
Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=7605eeb349ac41138b32fe3978e3986d-bi l I etc]; Stover, Kathy (NI H/N IAI D) [E] 

[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=c8272267 4ba14c2f969bd50dfa6a 7af4-stoverk]; N IAI D FOIA Office 

[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=3e92e362193948eea8ba5b9171f3769b-NIAID FOIA]; NIAID OD AM 

[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=8b9ef66c6c774c23bbe00d03479ce7c3-NIAID OD AM] 

RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 53739 ~ b6 ] Open the Government) 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--

Will add to queue 
gerg 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·----·-····-·---··-·" 

Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2020 1,0.:A.6.AM __________________________________ , ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

To: Folkers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) [El l_ b6 \ __ Doepel, Laurie (NI H/N IAI D) [Ei.__ _____________________ ~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__.i 
Cc: Bil let, Courtney (NI H/N IAI D) [Eli b6 : Stover, Kathy (NI H/N IAI D) [Ef-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b-6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
N IAI D FO IA Offi cel_ ________________________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-· i 
Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 53739: b6 f Open the Government) 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Greg/Laurie - Please see the attached Program Search fromi b6 ppen the Government) regarding ASF's 
communications related to coronavirus. 

Best, 
Marg 

1--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NJAID) [El [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOH F 23SPDL T)/CN=RE Cl Pl ENT-S/CN=12DE367CC65C42879EA45D128710A383-DMORENS) 
3/12/2020 4:17:10 PM 

Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Hedpients/cn=6e52e0eb26d140ee829256blc281f7aa-mamoore]; Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) 
[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn:-Recipients/cn=614c792839a146b9a8f87a1378519dbd-gfolkers]~ Doepel, Laurie (NIH/NIAID) 
[£] [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOH F 23SPDL T)/cn=Recipients/ en= 7 e395d705fce4852a 2579e5a9e lbSell-ldoepel]; Auchincloss, Hugh 
(NIH/NIAID) (El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9304c753bb9e422c977dddab54da924b-auchinclossl; Barber, Susanna 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BOH F 23SPDLT)/ en= Redprents/cn=l 708a 16129e04848bc24df7293170c02-weisssu]; Parrish, David (NIH/N IAI D) 

[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOH F23SPDL T)/cn= Recipients/cn=e43d7 d2d97b4407 4a bbca87 lc2e0fdd2-parrishdb Ji Handley, Gray 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Redpients/cn=lceb55d4b673477391c9da8a3eb3c75c-handleygr) 

Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF 23SPDL T)/cn=Recipients/cn= 7605eeb349ac41138b32fe3978e3986d-billetc]; Stover, Kathy (NIH/NIAID) [E) 
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c82722674ba14c2f969bd50dfa6a7af4-stoverk]; NIAID FOIA Office 
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=3e92e362193948eea8ba5b9171f3769b-NIAID FOIA]; 

(dawwad@niard.nrh.gov) [/o=NIH/ou=NIHEXCHANGE/cn=NIAID/cn=dawwad] 
RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 53738 (Mak - NPR) 

Marg, a quick search of a few folders for just "coronavirus" turns up over 700 items; the full 
search wil l go into the thousands. 

You mention that maybe David A & his folks could help. 

The task would be easier if I could just forward all such emails and docs to some central 
source. Is that doable? 

Maybe we can hire folks to help do this? 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 



Discfoimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Moore, Marg (N IH/NIAID) [El L_ _____________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___: 
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2020 12:06 PM ; --·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-1 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bG-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El! b6 i 
Doepel, Laurie (NI H/N IAI D) [El [=~~~~~=~=~=~=~=~=~=~=tf~~=~=~=~=~=~=~=~=~=~JA-uchincloss, Hugh (NI H/N IAI D) [El '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J Barber, Susanna (NI H/N IAI q_lJ~J.f~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----·-·-·-jParrish, David (NI H/N IAI D) 

~~: [~~;~~:~~~~~~~~;~~~~tt~~~~~~~:;~~~f~~tt ~E~!~~~:=:~:~~:~:~~~:~(~~:~~~~!}J~~- Stover,. Kath~~ N 1·H/N IAI D )-[ ~l r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bi-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
N IAI D FO IA Office i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bif-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 53738! b6 i 

•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Sorry David. It means anything where you are in the "to" line or the "from" line. Maybe David Awwad (IT) could help 

with the search of your emails. 

Best, 

Marg 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El 1 b6 ! 
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2020 11:58-AM-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

To: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El f-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b-6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
! __ _Q_Q~P-.e.LLaJJsJglNJ.Hl~JAJ.D1IEn_ ____ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~JA~chini<:19-5-s_,.__fj_l!g_~_(~!.tY_~-!~!.gH~r·-·-·-·-·-:-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-:-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

'-·-·--·-·--·---------·,·-·-·---·------·--n·---l>-; Barber, Susanna (NIH/NIAID) [El! b6 ~; Parrish, David (NIH/NIAID) 
l---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

~~: ~~~-~i~~~:-~2~~~~~~~;.~f~:i.~7.~:~~~;)~~~~-1.f~: __ ~:.:_~-~-~-;~-~-IAID)-~[_ElJ~:-~~-r~--~-:~-~;-~~-;:;~~~-l-~;-·iEl!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 

N IAI D FO IA Office L----·---·--·-·---·---~~,------·--·--·--·-,.,----.l> 
Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 53738 l_ _________ b6 _______ j 

Marg, does "to and from" mean just between the named folks, or, for example, from me to 
someone else not named in the FOIA? If the latter, I must have hundreds of such items: how 
to transmit them without spending days of time? 



TY 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

I b 6 lstants: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

i i 

!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 

Disdlllll.er: Tiris message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRlVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

' ' 
From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 

Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2020 10:19 AM .......................................................... . 
To: Folkers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) [El c·······················tis·····················~~~~poepel, Laurie (NI H/N IAI D) [ EJ b6 : 
Auch incloss, Hugh (NI H/N IAI D) [El {····························bs····························t Barber, Susanna (NI H/i'JfAfDJTEr·······································; 

! b6 r; Parrish, Davi~ (NIH/NIAID) [El! ·········"t,·s·······················~andley, Gray (NIH/NIAID) [El 

; 1>; Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El; ! 
°Cc: Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [El: b6 "1 Stover, Kathy (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
N IAI D FO IA Office <i································b·G································: ' '························································ 

'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~·-·-·-···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 53738 I b6 i 

i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Please see the attached Program Search for communications to and from ASF, Hugh, Cliff, Gray, Greg, Laurie & David 

mentioning coronavirus, severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2, Wuhan, 2019-nCoV, SARS-CoV-2, and COVID-

19. 



Se!>t, 
Marg 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Marg, 

Handley, Gray (NIH/NIAID) [El [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = lCE B55D4B6734 77391C9DA8A3 E B3C75C-HAN DLEYG Rl 

3/12/2020 3:56:36 PM 

Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma mo ore l 

Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=7605eeb349ac41138b32fe3978e3986d-bi l letcl; Stover, Kathy (NI H/N IAI D) [El 

[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=c8272267 4ba14c2f969bd50dfa6a 7af4-stoverkl; N IAI D FOIA Office 

[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=3e92e362193948eea8ba5b9171f3769b-N IAID FOi Al; Barber, Susanna 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=1708a16129e04848bc24df7293170c02-weisssul; Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =614c 792839a 146b9a8f87 a 13 78519d bd-gfol kers l; Au chi ncl oss, Hugh 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9304c 753bb9e422c9 77 ddda b54da924b-a uch incl oss l; Doepel, Laurie 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/cn=Recipients/en=7e395d705fce4852a2579e5a9e lb Se 11-ldoepell; Parrish, David (NI H/N IAI D) 

[C] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =e43d7 d2d97b4407 4a bbca871c2e0fdd2-pa rri shdb l; Morens, David 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Reci pi ents/ en=12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens l 

RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 53738 l_ _______ b6 ______ ___i 

This one is a bit over the top. 

This request is for every communication over a two month period focused on COVID-19? 

Is there not some way to get back to the requester and ask for a narrowing of the request to make it more 

reasonable, especially during a pandemic response? 

Gray 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2020 10: 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ' b6 ' 
To: Fa Ike rs, Greg (NI H/ N IA ID) [ El [. ___________________ !>~---·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·}; Doe pe I, Laurie (NI H/ NI Al D) [ El L__ ___________________________________________ __.: 

Auch incloss, Hugh (NI H/N IAI D) [El [ ______________________________ b._~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J Barber, Susanna (NI H/N IAI D) [El 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~; pa rri sh, Davi~ (NI H /N I Al D) [ El r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-tis-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·iH and I ey, Gray (NI H/N IA ID) [El 

L-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-· !>; Mo rens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [ El-----·-·--·-·--·-=--·--·-----·-=-·-·J> 
Cc: Bi I let, Courtney (NI H/ NI Al D) [ El [~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-f ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J; Stover, Kathy (NI H/ NI Al D) [El r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J 

,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-6s·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

N IAI D FO IA Offi ceL·-·--·-·-·---·--·-·-·-·--·--·-·=·-·-·---·-·-·-·-·=-·-·i 
Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 53738 [ __________ b6 __________ i 

Please see the attached Program Search for communications to and from ASF, Hugh, Cliff, Gray, Greg, Laurie & David 
mentioning coronavirus, severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2, Wuhan, 2019-nCoV, SARS-CoV-2, and COVID-
19. 

Best, 
Marg 



From: 

Sent: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D1287 10A383-DMO RENS] 

6/24/2020 2:31:40 PM 

To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Gil les, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipient s/ cn=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm] 

Awwad, David (NIH/ NIAID) [C] [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Ad ministrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Reci pient s/ en =0a5171ce4c4d4110a bfe9aebfbdafbe 7-dawwad] 

RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #53777 (Hancock) 

Sharon, I just sent you the only two COVID-19 related meetings (Zoom) on my calendar for that period d 

From: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 9/:i_;, __ A_ly1 _________________________________________ 
0 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 

Cc: Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] L.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~~~~~~-~~~~j___· 
Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #5377?i b6 i 

Yes, Thank you. 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M . Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Mob i I e : [_ ____________ b6 __________ ___: 

Disclaimer: 
The information in th is e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is 
not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage 
devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept liability for any statement made that are sender's own and not 
expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 ?-:_5-4.hM ________________________________________ , ' 

To: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
Cc: Awwad, David (NI H/N IAI D) [Cl.________________________________ !, 
Subject: Re: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #53777 i b6 i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

Yes i use my nih outlook for all my appointments 

I assume you mean send you all appointments related to covidl 
9, but not unrelated? My quick look last week showed none of those, but i will check more carefully. D 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 



On Jun 24, 2020, at 08:50, Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [Eli.__ ________________ b6 _________________ _.k> wrote: 

OK. Thanks David. I would appreciate your checking. If you do, can you put them in an email for me 

and I can review them. Also, would you please verify that you use your NIH network outlook for your 

appointments? 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Mobile: i b6 ] 

l---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information. It should not be used 
by anyone who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it 
from your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept 
liability for any statement made that are sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El 4 b6 i 
Sent: Monday, June 2 2, 2 0 2 0 1: 5 2 PM L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

To: G i II es, Sh a ro n (NI H/ N IAI D) [ EL.__ _____________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___: 
Cc: Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] i b6 j 

l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-)·-·,. 

Subject: Re: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #53777:_ _______ b6 ________ ! 

I don't think any calendar appointments in COVID, but i can check when i get to computer. Lots of 

appointments on other subjects, however. D 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Jun 22, 2020, at 13:39, Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El 1__ __________________ ~-~----·-·-·-·-·-·-j> wrote: 

Hi. No, that was what I was concerned about. The original ask and search was for all 
calendar appointments during that time period, not just those related to COVID. Only 

the questions were COVID specific. One follow-up for now, would you not have any 
calendar appointments related to COVID during that time period? 

I will talk more with David A later today about this along with some other issues. 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M . Gilles 



Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Mobile:! b6 i 
j_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive 
information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received 
th is e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage 
devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept liability for any statement 
made that are sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El <J b6 __ j 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2020 1:29 PM 
To: G i II es, Sh a ro n ( N I H /N I Al D) [ El r---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·fis-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Cc: Awwad, David (NI H/N IAI D) [ C] !._·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__i 
Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #53777 i ________ b6 _____ ___! 

Not sure I understand, I had many calendar appointments, but I don't think any related 

to COVID-19, is that what you mean? d 

From: G i 11 es, Sh a ro n ( N I H /NI Al D) [ E:-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-: 
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2020 1:00 PM-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El 1 b6 i 
Cc: Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] <. -~~~~~~~~~----·J 
Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #53777 ~ b6 -·-i 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Hi David. When we did a pull on your outlook calendar for the period of this FOi request 

(December 1, 2019 - through March 21, 2020), no appointments came up. Is that 

correct that you had no appointments during that time period? 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Mobile: L.-.---·--·~-----__.: 

Disclaimer: 
The information in th is e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive 
information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received 
this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage 
devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept liability for any statement 
made that are sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El 

Sent: Wednesday, May 6, 2020 11:16 AM 



To: Auchincloss, Hugh (NIH/NIAID) [El <l.__ ________________________ !>._~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_j Conrad, Patricia 
__ (NU::llN!A.I_Q.l.JI;J_::;_L. ____________________ p_Q _____________________ J; _ _tl_iJ:i.rv.LN.I H/N IAI D) Ma rs ton [ El 

! b6 !; Handley, Gray (NIH/NIAID) [El 

r·-·-· ·-Barasch, -K: berly-( NI H/N•l;;·~~-f ~t~-;;-;-oa-vicfTf.;fiH7NTAI D )_[El_ L.~.~--1-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6 ___________________________ i 

Cc: Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] j b6 i 
Subject: RE: ACTI o N REQUIRED: F6rcase-#5377;i·-·-·-·-·-·btf·-·-·-·l-·i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Hello All. I will be coordination our response to this FOi request and make 

recommendations regarding records or language to be exempt from submission. 

For those of you on the "to line", if you have not done so in the past, please send an 

email to David Awwad that you provide CIT with permission to access your email in 

response to FOi requests. This will allow for us to automate the search for many of the 
requested records. Please copy me for tracking purposes. 

Hancock - Due to FOIA Office May 11th 

Request From: Accountable.US 

Date Range: December 1, 2019 - March 21, 2020 

Custodians: Dr. Anthony Fauci; Dr. Hugh Auchincloss; Kimberly Barasch; Patricia 

Conrad; Sharon Gilles; Gray Handley, Dr. Hilary Marston;; Dr. David Morens 

Requested Information: 

Note: If you do not provide permission, you will need to do a manual search of 

your email for the following. Please let me know if you choose to conduct a manual 

search 

• Calendars for December 1, 2019 - March 21, 2020 

• Correspondence with any White House staff 

• Correspondence discussing the decision to remove COVID-19 testing numbers from 

the CDC website. 
• Correspondence about nationwide testing capabilities and certifying state-based labs 

• Correspondence about the CDC COVID-19 tests' contaminated reagents 

• Correspondence regarding the transport for Diamond Princess passengers that 

allowed infected passengers to fly to the US with uninfected passengers. 

• If you have a hard copy calendar or use another electronic calendar other than your 
NIH outlook calendar that contains any work meetings not on your outlook calendar -

if you do, you will need to provide 2 copies of those calendars for Dec 1, 2019 - March 

21, 2020. 

• Memos, guidance, meeting notes or other relevant documents discussing the decision 
to remove COVID-19 testing numbers from the CDC website. 

• Reports, memos, guidance, meeting notes or other relevant documents regarding the 

transport for Diamond Princess passengers that allowed infected passengers to fly to 

the US with uninfected passengers. 

• Time spent to collect bullets above 

• If you do have any of the above documents/ have been involved in any discussions 

(informal or formal) on the above topics, we will likely need to do a more detailed 

analysis as the request is asking for not only emails but text messages, telephone logs, 
talking points, handwritten or electronic notes. If you have documents you will also 



need to fill out the required worksheet for the FOi office. I will assist to extent 

possible so please let me know asap. 

I am happy to discuss, provide clarification and am open to suggestions to how to 

improve this ask - given this is my first time coordinating and I am not sure how you 

have done this in the past. 

Patty - would like to find time to talk wit h you about how best to assist/address this and 

the Dearen FOi request (instructions forthcoming) for Dr. Fauci 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Mobile:j b6 j 

l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive 
information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received 
this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage 
devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept liability for any statement 
made that are sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El 
'·-·-·-·-·-··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-··-·-·-·-·-' 

b6 
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2020 11:2f.l:_.A!YL. ____________________________________ , 

To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El 1 b6 ~; Doepel, Laurie (NIH/NIAID) 
E r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bif-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ . Au c~incfoss-·Hu-·ff NrRTN"IAlb E 

.JJ_,. ________________________ .1.!._.. , g 1 ) [;_·L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 

l___ b6 __j__§i!.1_~~,__?b_a..r..q_Q_l~!.tV_~.!~lPU El L_ _______________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

Handley, Gray (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 jMorens, David (NIH/NIAID) 

[ El L_ ______________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-· ·-·-·-·-·: ~ 
Cc: Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [EF-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j NIAID FOIA Office 

i b6 ~ L 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 1-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #53777 (L. ____ b6 _____ J) 

Please see the attached Program Search and FOIA request from (_ ________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·jfor 
records related to coronavirus. 

Best, 

Marg 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D1287 10A383-DMO RENS] 

4/27/2020 3:38:29 PM 
Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ient s/ en =614c 792839a 146b9a8f87 a 13 78519d bd-gfol kers] 

Subject: Fwd: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #53777 [ b6 ! 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Attachments: 53777Search.docx; ATT0000l.htm; FOIA Request Coronavirus; ATT00002.htm 

Greg, is this one of those things David A can do, like last time? David 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: " Moo re, Marg ( N I H/ NI Al D) [El"[_ ________________________ ~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___! 

Date: April 27, 2020 at 11:25:42 EDT 

To: "Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El" t b6 ]"Doepel, Laurie (NIH/NIAID) [El" 

i b6 ( "Auchincloss, Hugh (NI H/N IAI D) [El "C~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~§L~:~~~~~~~~~~~:~~=~~~~~}, "Gilles, 
'..?_b~E.<?.!1JN._I.H{NJ.AI_Q)_.L~.l'~.t:~:~·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bif·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~ "Handley, Gray (NI H/N IAI D) [El" 
i b6 i, "M orens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El" r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i;-f·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
L--•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-) .-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•. 1--•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•I 

Cc: "Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [El" <t b6 i NIAID FOIA Office 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J ! ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·· 

Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #53777 L _____ b6 _____ ___: 

Please see the attached Program Search and FOIA request from i b6 ifor records related to 
' ' 

coronavirus. 

Best, 

Marg 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Freedom of Information Office 
5601 Fishers Lane, Room 6G50 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Tel (301) 451-5109 

Fax (301) 480-0904/ Email foia@niaid .nih .gov 

Memorandum 

Date: April27,2020 

To: Greg Folkers/Laurie Doepel, 1OD 

From: 

Anthony Fauci 
Kimberly Barasch 
Patricia Conrad 
Hilary Marston 

Hugh Auchincloss 
Sharon Gilles 
Gray Handley 
David Morens 

Margaret Moore 
NIAID/OCGR/FOIA Office 

Public Health Service 

National Institutes of Health 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Subject: Request for Records Pur.s.u.ant..to . .the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
REQUESTER: Hancock i b6 i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Response Due: May 11, 2020 

i b6 !(Accountable, US) has submitted a FOIA request for the following documents held 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

by the individuals listed above: 

• Calendars for December 2019, and January - March 2020 
• Correspondence with any White House staff 
• Correspondence, memos, guidance, meeting notes or other relevant documents discussing the 
decision to remove COVID-19 testing numbers from the CDC website. 
• Correspondence about nationwide testing capabilities and certifying state-based labs 
• Correspondence about the CDC COVID-19 tests' contaminated reagents 
• Correspondence, reports, memos, guidance, meeting notes or other relevant documents regarding 
the transport for Diamond Princess passengers that allowed infected passengers to fly to the US with 
uninfected passengers. 

A copy of the request is attached (Attachment #1). 



In accordance with the FOIA, the NIAID FOIA office has 20 working days in which to make a 
determination to grant or deny access to the records. Please search all of your electronic and hard 
copy files as appropriate and provide a response using the following guidelines/checklist: 

D 1 complete copy of all records responsive to the request with no markings (clean copy}. The 
clean copy must include ALL of the documents regardless of whether they are all releasable. 
Either hard copies or electronic copies are acceptable. 

o Hard copies 
• Single sided 
• Reverse chronological order 
• No staples or paper clips 
• Duplicates removed 

o Electronic copies 
• Same as hard copies 
• .pdf, .doc, .xis, pps etc. files are fine 
• E-mail files should be in .pst or .msg format 
• CD, USB drive or e-mail 

□ 1 copy of records with your indications of what you believe should be withheld using one of 
the Exemptions to the FOIA (highlighted copy). 

o The FOIA is a disclosure statute with 9 Exemptions. At NIH, we essentially have 4 
exemptions available to us. A detailed description and links to additional 
information is attached to this memo (Attachment 2). If the information does not 
meet one of these 4 Exemptions, it CANNOT be withheld. 

D A completed NIAID Search and Review Worksheet for each person who searched for and 
reviewed documents (Attachment 3). 

Please do NOT have individuals in your Office/Division send documents directly to the NIAID FOIA 
Office unless specifically asked to do so. All responsive documents should be returned to you for 
review and collating to ensure the consistency of the requested redactions, elimination of 
duplicates, and completeness of the response. If the requested documents do not exist, please 
provide a written statement that explains how you searched for the records (which office(s) were 
searched; what places were searched, i.e., desk, computers, files, and boxes; and how you 
searched, i.e., manually, electronically, etc). A no-records response gives the requester the 
administrative right to appeal. The appeal will challenge how we searched for records. Therefore, 
a written statement of your search is very important. 

Please note that NIAID is not required to create documents in response to a FOIA request. In 

addition, please let us know if you know of other NIAID individuals who have responsive records. 

If you have any questions or concerns, we can be reached weekdays between 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
at (301) 451-5109 or foia@niaid.n1h.gov. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 



Attachment 1- FOIA Request from! _____________ b6 __________ __.! 

Attachment 2 - FOIA Exemptions 

Attachment 3 - NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 

Attachment 2: Exemptions from Disclosure under the FOIA 

• Exemption 3 is used for information that is not releasable because of a Federal statute other than 

the FOIA. One example that we have used in the recent past is the protection of information 

pertaining to the transport of biological agents under the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism 

Preparedness and Response Act of 2002. Another example is that some portions of some financial 

disclosure documents are exempt from release under the Ethics in Government Act. 

• Exemption 4 is used for information such as trade secrets or proprietary information. Examples of 

trade secrets are: a formula for a drug or a design plan for a piece of equipment. This is information 

that is NOT in the public domain AND is commercial or financial in nature. Exemption 4 does not 

protect information simply because it is not published. Exemption 4 material will be identified by 

the grantee/contractor. The grantee/contractor will be required to articulate how the release of the 

information will cause SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL HARM. The justification should include: 1) the 

names of actual competitors; 2) a detailed explanation of how the information could be used to 
cause financial harm; and 3) the dollar value of the harm. If the grantee/contractor requests that 

information be withheld under Exemption 4, the NIAID FOIA Office will then send the information to 

the designated program official to review and indicate either concurrence or revision. As the 
content matter experts, it will be up to the designated NIAID program official to determine 
whether the requested information meets the criteria for withholding under Exemption 4. SBIRs 
are handled slightly differently. If requested by the grantee, SBIR information is protected from 

disclosure for 4 years under Section 8(b)(2) of Policy Directive 15 U.S.C 638. 

• Exemption 5 is used for information that would be protected in civil litigation. There are four types 

of information that fall under Exemption 5: 
1) Deliberative Process: information must be predecisional AND express an opinion. We use 

this to protect information like unfunded grant applications, reviewers' comments, staff 

recommendations, nominations, etc. 

2) Attorney-work product: information prepared by an attorney in contemplation of litigation 
3) Attorney-client: request for advice from NIH Legal Counsel 

4) Government commercial interest: confidential business information generated by the 

government (this would include Intramural research with commercial value). 

Exemption 5 material is discretionary, meaning we can choose not to assert it. The older the 

information, the harder it is to protect under Exemption 5. If challenged, the US Attorney will not 

defend our use of Exemption 5 unless we can articulate the harm to NIH if the information is 



released. PLEASE NOTE: Exemption 5 is only used for internal government documents. If anyone 
outside the government is included, it is no longer internal and not covered by Exemption 5. 

• Exemption 6 is used for personal information such as identifiable patient information, home phone 
numbers or addresses, dates of birth, social security numbers, Institutional Base Salary, etc. We 
have a standard list of items that we routinely withhold under Exemption 6. 

NOTE: Exemption 2 used to be available to Withhold information " related solely to the internal personnel 
rules and practices of an agency." While this used to be interpreted very broadly, the US Supreme Court 
ruling in Milner v. Department of the Navy severely limited the use of this Exemption. NIH FOIA has 
determined that Exemption 2 is no longer available to us. 

Exemption 7 protects from disclosure information in a law enforcement file under certain conditions. It is 
only used at the NIH level, 



Attachment 3: NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 

To: NIAID FOIA Specialist 

From: 

Date: 

Re: FOIA Request Number 53777! _________ b6 ______ ___i 

We were asked to search for materials that respond to the above-listed FOIA request. We were asked to 
respond by May 11, 2020. The following summarizes the results of this search: 

Section A 
The search for responsive documents was conducted as follows: 

Date someone began and completed looking: ______ _ 

Total time: It took ___ hours to search for material. 

Rate 1: GS-01 - GSOB Rate 2: GS09 - GS14 Rate 3: GS15 and above 

Rate of 
Time spent 

searcher: Place(s) searched and why chosen to search 
(minutes) 

1, 2, or 3 

Total time: It took ___ _ hours to review the responsive documents. 

Section B Please check the appropriate line(s). 

_ Responsive information was located and is attached. I have reviewed the enclosed records and find 

that no material should be withheld. I approve the release of the records. 

_ No responsive information was located; the places listed in Section B were searched. I have 
attached a memo further detailing the search. 

_ Information was located, but NIAID would be harmed if certain sections were released. I have 

compiled the information, identified these sections, and included a justification memo explaining the 
harm. The information and memo are attached. 

APPROVAL FOR ACTION AS MARKED: 

Name Date 



ACCOUNTABLE..a 

March 16, 2020 
D~partmcnt of lfrahh and I l11man ~crviccs, National Institutes of I kalth. t J A lD 

Robin Schofield 
5601 Fishers Lane 
Rochille, J\ifD 20892 
Email: foia@niaid.nih.gov 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Pursuant to the Freedom oflrrfr,rrrrntion .t\cr, 5. U.S.C. § 552, aod the implc.mcr.rriog rcgufa:cioas ot yom 
age.ncy', Accountable.US rc9uests access to and copies of tbc following doct110ents held by the below 
custodians: 

• Ca.lend a rs for December 2U 19, a.nd J anmu:y - Mmch 202() 

• Correspondence with any White l louse staff 
• Curresponclei1ce, memos, guidance, meeting notes or u1her relevant docmm:nts di.scussin~ 

the decision to remove CO\TJD-19 testing numbers from the CDC website. 
• Correspondence about nationwide testing capabilities and certifying state-based fabs 
• Correspondence about the CDC COVl D-'19 tests' contaminated rcagC'nts 
• Correspondence, reports, memns, guidanc,~, meeting notts or other relevant documents 

regarding the transport for Diamond PrincC'SS passengers that allowed infected passengers to 
Ay to tll<: US with uninfected passcngL·rs. 

NIT T Cr1sto1Hrm,, 

• Dr. ,\ntJ1ony 1 •·at1ci 

• I lugh Auchincloss 

• Kimberly Bru:flstb 

• Patricia Conrad 

• Sharon (;illes 

• Gray l landley 

• I lilaiy Marston 

• David Moren~ 

"Correspondence" shotild include but not be limited to: emails, email attachments, text messages, 
telc.::phone call logs, calendar invitations/ entries, meeting notices, meeting agendas, informational 
material., talking points, any handwritten or electronic notes t.aken during any responsive 
communicttions, summaries of any responsive communicatlons, or other materials reflecti.ng 
co1nmw1ict1-tions sent to, from, carbon copying (CC), or blind carbon copying (BCC) a.II 
relevant individuals, 

1 40 C.FR. § 1515 ct seq 



For calendar entries created in Outlook or similar programs, the documents should be produced in 
"memo" form to include all invitees, notes, and attachments. Please do not limit your search to 
Outlook calendars; we request the production of any calendar - paper or electronic, whether on 
government-issued or personal devices, via Outlook or via daily emails to the official - used to track 
or coordinate how these individuals allocate their time on agency business. 

To expedite this process, we will accept these calendars on a rolling basis. 

If possible, we would prefer to receive this information electronically via e-mail at 
FOIA@accountable.us. Alternatively, we prefer PDF files on a USB drive or CD/DVD sent by mail 
to Accountable.US, 1919 M St. NW, Suite 450, Washington, DC 20036. If you have questions or 
need additional information, please feel free to call me atl_ ____________ b6 ____________ ___: 

Fee Waiver Request 

Accountable.US requests a waiver of fees because it qualifies for classification as a "news media" 
requester, responsible only for duplication fees under FOIA's fee assessment provisions.2 

So-called media status is consistent with how Accountable.US components have been treated by 
multiple agencies. The U.S. Department of the Treasury, Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB), and Federal Communications Commission (FCC) have all recognized this status in light of 
the regular publication and dissemination activities in which Accountable.US and its components, 
engage. Accountable.US will also make materials it gathers available on its public website. 3 

The disclosure of the requested information is also "in the public interest because it is likely to 
contribute significantly to public understanding" of government operations and is not "primarily in 
the commercial interest of the requester." The disclosure of the information sought under this 
request will document and reveal the operations of the federal government, including how public 
funds are spent and how officials conduct the public's business. There is significant public interest 
in determining how these senior officials responded as the country faced down an impending 
pandemic, including knowing why the CDC decided to remove COVID-19 testing numbers amid a 
global pandemic, how the CDC bungled its testing kits, why HHS allowed unprepared staff to meet 
incoming infected patients, and why the US government allowed quarantined uninfected Diamond 
Princess travelers to fly on transports with uninfected travelers.4 

2 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)A)(iii). 
3 Accountable.US and its components have demonstrated a commitment to public disclosure and public education 
through its website. For example, their websites contain multiple substantive analyses, document repositories, and other 
educational resources: .A.lliedProgress.org/ research; AlliedProgress.org/ campaigns; RestorePublicTrust.org/ news; 
R,c;i,to.cd?.ub.!ir]"r_,y-,r,D:!I;L!:hgfh,rn.nii,~.!3.,c;_;,IF0g;_1_d~; Wes tern V aluesProj ect.org/Departmentofinfluence 
c SI"AI. N,'.'\\/c',, \\iHC) ckdan.·:, the cor011:Jvi GF, 01.1tlireak ;~ [knde1rnc, .', /11 /"'0; "The Verge, CDC dro:x, cor011:Jvi rn,, 
testing· nun1tH~.rs frorn t_·heir \-Vebsite~ 3/2/20: I·~{rf rfechnolo~?;Y Re\rie~v, \\/hy the(])(_~ botcl1ed _it_-s corona·v"irus testing;:,. 
3 / 5 / 20: \~:~;jc;ihingto:1 Post l.J cS, ,;,yorkers \v5.tho1:t__pnJtcct5.•,,,-e ~~--e~:u~ .. il:~1~,l~.t.~'~d coron;lv.lrus CY'ACuccs 1-IIJS \.1/his-dcblo\y~'J..~.a~~~-, 
"'/27 /20: \\iash:,H>ton Po:,t. Coron:Jvi rn,,-i nfrued J\1rn:rtGillci flow,1 hon1,; :ioJ.tnst CDC's advice. 2/20/20 



This request is primarily and fundamentally for non-commercial purposes.5 On March 26, 2019, 
Accountable.US applied to be recognized as a not for profit, 501(c)(3) organization, with the 
Internal Revenue Service. Accordingly, Accountable.US does not have a commercial purpose and 
the release of the information requested is not in Accountable.US's financial interest. 
Accountable.US's mission is to ensure public officials are advancing policies in the public's interest 
not for special interests. 

Accordingly, Accountable. US qualifies for a fee waiver. 

Conclusion 

If you have any questions regarding this request, including how to construe the records sought or 
appropriate searches to locate them, please contact Accountable.US. 

If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific 
exemptions of the act. Additionally, if any documents are withheld based on the Agency's 
interpretation of any exemption, Accountable.US requests that you provide an index of those 
documents as required under Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973), cert. denied, 415 U.S. 
977 (1974). Specifically, this Vaughn index should describe withheld documents with enough 
specificity to determine whether the material is exempt under the act and must describe each 
document or portion withheld. 

Thank vou for vour assistance. . . 
Sincerely, 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
' ' 
i i ; b6 ; 
i i 
i i 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

5 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 
5/1/2020 10:01:08 PM 
Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =0a5171ce4c4d4110a bfe9aebfbdafbe 7-dawwad] 
Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=614c792839a146b9a8f87a1378519dbd-gfolkers]; NIAID OD AM 
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8b9ef66c6c774c23bbe00d03479ce7c3-NIAID OD AM] 
Re: FOIA -- all hands on deck 

David, thanks to Greg for asking for your help. These non stop foias are stressful because we get hundreds of daily 

emails and file them all over the place and quickly lose track of what we have. Searches turn up all sorts of responsive 

and non responsive stuff 

From my viewpoint give them everything, but i dont have much time to sort and examine it all. Any hell will be hugely 

appreciated! Thank you, david. 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

On May 1, 2020, at 17:53, Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] l _____________________ ~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___t> wrote: 

Greg, 

We can automate this process. CIT can handle. 

David 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 1, 2020, at 5:52 PM, Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El L ____________________ ~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J 
wrote: 

• We have a quite a queue of FOIA requests. 
• I have no more bandwidth and will need to ask several of you to help. 
• I will be sending folks requests to process. Please handle as/when time 

allows. 
• The requests are typically self-explanatory and come with a worksheet. 
• There are two broad approaches - there are plusses and minuses to both 

o Searching in outlook yourself. Many of these requests are for 
ASF's email. You can ask David to give you access if you don't 
have. Typically you will need to search inbox, sent and deleted 

folder 
o Ask CIT to run search -Aaron Leavey + cc to David Awwad 



• When you have responsive documents, please send to FOIA office and 
flag for Marg and team any that you think might problematic. Use your 

best judgement. The instructions give guidance. 
• I won't be able to review/vet submissions. If you get a request from me, 

please handle and send directly to FOIA office. 
• When you get a request from me, please enter info on FOIA matrix in OD 

Disclaimer: Any third-party material in this email has been shared for internal nsc under 
fair use provisions of U.S. co[)yright law, without further verification of it~ 
accuracy/veracity. It docs not necessarily rcpre!tent my views nor those of~lAID, NIH, 
HHS, or tbe ll.S. government. 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Thanks 

Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

5/1/2020 10:02:11 PM 

Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =0a5171ce4c4d4110a bfe9aebfbdafbe 7-dawwad] 

NIAID OD AM [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Admin istrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8b9ef66c6c774c23bbe00d03479ce7c3-NIAID OD AM] 
RE: FOIA -- all hands on deck 

Folks will still need to peruse documents, complete worksheet, and submit to Marg/FOIA office 

From: Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) b6 
Sent: Friday, May 1, 2020 5:54 PM 

To: Fo Ike rs, Greg (~J.tll~16J.D.H~l.L ________________________ !'E_
1 
_______________________ j 

Cc: NIAID OD AM: b6 i 
Subject: Re: FOIA .. __ alf hands· on deck·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

Greg, 

We can automate this process. CIT can handle. 

David 

Sent from my iPhone 

On May 1, 2020, at 5:52 PM, Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El: b6 Wrote: 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

• We have a quite a queue of FOIA requests. 
• I have no more bandwidth and will need to ask several of you to help. 
• I will be sending folks requests to process. Please handle as/when time allows. 
• The requests are typically self-explanatory and come with a worksheet. 
• There are two broad approaches - there are plusses and minuses to both 

o Searching in outlook yourself. Many of these requests are for ASF's email. You 
can ask David to give you access if you don't have. Typically you will need to 

search inbox, sent and deleted folder 
o Ask CIT to run search -Aaron Leavey + cc to David Awwad 

• When you have responsive documents, please send to FOIA office and flag for Marg and 
team any that you think might problematic. Use your best judgement. The instructions 
give guidance. 

• I won't be able to review/vet submissions. If you get a request from me, please handle 
and send directly to FOIA office. 

• When you get a request from me, please enter info on FOIA matrix in OD 

Disclaimer: Any third-party material in this email has been shared for internal use under fair use provisions 
of U.S. copyright law, without further verification ofits accuracy/veracity. It does not necessarily represent 
my views nor those of NIAID, NIH, HHS, or the U.S. government. 





From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

5/5/2020 10:31:52 PM 

Gil les, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipient s/ en=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm] 

NIAID OD AM [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Admin istrat ive Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipient s/ en=8b9ef66c6c774c23bbe00d03479ce7c3-NIAID OD AM]; Moore, Marg 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ient s/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re]; Schofield, Rob in 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Ad ministrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl ]; Awwad, David 

(NIH/NIAID) [C] [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ient s/ en =0a5171ce4c4d4110a bfe9aebfbdaf be 7-dawwad] 

RE: Sharon FW: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 54143L_ ________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·! 

Thanks, Sharon 
If u could do both that would be really great 

There is a foia matrix in OD folder 

Thank you! 

From: G i 11 es, Sh a ro n (NI H/ NI Al D) [ E]L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~----~6 ____________ =-·-·-·-·-_: 
Sent: Tuesday, May 5, 2020 3:18 PM 

To: Folkers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) [El L---·-·-·-·-·-·--·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·j 

Cc: NI Al D OD AM l_ ___________________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__}; Moo re, Marg (NI H/ N IA ID) [ E] L_ ______________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·---·-·-·-j Sch ofi e Id, 
Robin (NI H/N IAI D) [EL~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-s~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J; Awwad, David ,( N I_H/N IAI D )_[~] ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b-lf-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 

Subject: RE: Sharon FW: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 54143 (.._ ________ b6 ________ T_! 

Ok. Well, in my enthusiasm to work on the Hancock FOi request I did not notice this was a new one. Happy to 

coordinate both if no-one is on point for the Hancock FOi request. Once I get clarity on ability to automate - which is 

called out in the Dearen request - will be back in touch. 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Mo bi le: L__ __________ b6 ____________ __.l 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is 
not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage 
devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept liability for any statement made that are sender's own and not 
expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 



From: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El 

Sent: Tuesday, May 5, 2020 11:04 AM 

To: Folkers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) [El L_ _______________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·J ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
Cc: NIAID OD AM<[·_==·-=:=·-==·-=·-==·-=·.::_~.~--=·-==·_==:~.=:=·-~--=·-~-=--=) Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 ! Schofield, 
Robin (NI H/N IAI D l [El [~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I~~~-~~~~~~~~~~=~~~~J; Awwad, David (NI H/N IAI D l [crr-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 

Subject: RE: Sharon FW: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 54143 r-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-i ' ; 

Will do. 

All, I will work with David to see what we can automate. I think at least the first 2 bullets of the requested information 

below. I will get back to you soon with further instruction/information. In the meantime, please think about whether or 

not you believe you have any information/records related to bullets 2 - 6. 

• Correspondence, memos, guidance, meeting notes or other relevant documents discussing the decision to remove 
COVID-19 testing numbers from the CDC website. 

• Correspondence about nationwide testing capabilities and certifying state-based labs 

• Correspondence about the CDC COVID-19 tests' contaminated reagents 

• Correspondence, reports, memos, guidance, meeting notes or other relevant documents regarding the transport for 

Diamond Princess passengers that allowed infected passengers to fly to the US with uninfected passengers. 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Mo bi le: !._ _____________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·___: 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is 
not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage 
devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept liability for any statement made that are sender's own and not 
expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
Sent: Tuesday, May 5, 2020 10:25_.AM. ____________________________________________ , 

To: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
Cc: NI Al D OD AM r--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6 ~;-·M-~~~~;--ivi~ rg (NI H/ N IA ID) [ Eli·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1:i°G-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J Sch ofi e Id, 

Robin (NI H/N IAI Di' [ El r-----------b6 _________ ..,_} ;-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, "·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Subject: Sharon FW: ACTID"ffREQOTRED:TOT""Ciise No. 54143 [ ____________ b6 _________ ___i 

s, 
Could you please take the lead on this one and get Marg and Robin the responsive documents for 

Dr. Anthony Fauci 
Kimberly Barasch 



Patricia Conrad 
Laurie Doepel 
Gregory Folkers 
Dr. Robert W. Eisinger 
Dr. Hilary Marston 
Whitney Robinson 
Dr. Hugh Auchincloss 

Sharon Gilles 

Dr. Andrea M. Lerner 
Whitney Robinson 

Worksheet and "incoming" attached 

Thank you! 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) b6 
Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 5:18 PM 
To: F o Ike rs, Greg (NI H/ NI Al D) ).EJ._<:::::::::::~~:::::::=J; Doe pe I, Laurie ( N I H/ NI Al D) [ Ef ~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b°ii-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 

Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [Eli__ b6 _j; Lane, Cliff (NIH/NIAID) [El {.:.:.:.:.::.~:~~~~~~~~~~:~_:_:J; McGowan, 
John J. ( N I H/ NI Al D) [ El L--·-·,··-·-·-·-·-·- ~?.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·····-·-·-j; Mo re n s, David ( N I H /NI Al D) [El ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i:ls·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 
Cc: Ch a i tt, Doreen ( N I H/ N IA I D.U~J_r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·tis-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j Bi 11 et, Courtney (NI H/ NI Al D) [El r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b"ii-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Stover, Kathy (NI H/N IAI D) [Ell_ ____________________ b6 ___________________ _t; N_IAI D _ FOIA Office ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6 i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
Su bj ect: ACTION RE QUI RED: FO I Case No. 54143 (!__ ________ b6 -·-·-·-·-· ! '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Please see the attached Program Search and FOi request from J! b6 !. 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Best, 
Marg 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

s, 

Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

5/5/2020 2:25:08 PM 

Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm] 

NIAID OD AM [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Admin istrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=8b9ef66c6c774c23bbe00d03479ce7c3-NIAID OD AM]; Moore, Marg 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re]; Schofield, Rob in 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42~41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl] 

Sharon FW: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case No. 54143 j b6 ! 
54143Search.docx; N IAI DFOIADisinfectant (5 ).docx '--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

Could you please take the lead on this one and get Marg and Robin the responsive documents for 

Dr. Anthony Fauci 
Kimberly Barasch 

Patricia Conrad 
Laurie Doepel 
Gregory Folkers 
Dr. Robert W. Eisinger 
Dr. Hilary Marston 
Whitney Robinson 
Dr. Hugh Auchincloss 

Sharon Gilles 
Dr. Andrea M. Lerner 
Whitney Robinson 

Worksheet and "incoming" attached 

Thank you! 

From: Moo re, Marg ( N I H /NIA ID) [ E] L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j 
Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 5:18 PM 

To: F o Ike rs, Greg (NI H/ N IA ID) [ E] c:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:=:~-~f ~:~:~:~:~:~=~:~:~J Doe pe I, Laurie (NI H/ NI Al D) [ E] [:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.Jif.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.J 

G i 11 es, Sh a ro n ( N I H /NI A}J?Jl!:lL~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~!C~~~~~~~~~~~~:::Ja n e, Cliff ( N I H/ NI Al D) [ E] [:::::::::::::::::::~_r:::::::::::::::J M cG o wan, 
John J. ( N I H/ NI Al D) [ E] L,·--·=·-·-·-·-·--=-b_~ ____________ ..,. ______ ,J Mo re n s, David (NI H/ N I Al D) [ E] r·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·b-6-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
Cc: Ch a i tt, Doreen ( N I H/ N IA ID) [ E] ["_~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~--=--~--~~-~--~--~--~--~--~--~:-~--~--~] Bi 11 et, Courtney ( N I H/ NI Al D) [ E]i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b-6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Stover, Kathy (NIH/NIAID) [E]r·-···-·--·-·-·-·--·-·bs-·---·-~---·-·-·-·-1; NIAID FOIA Office: b6 : 
Sub. ect: ACTION REQUIRED: FOTCase-·No~·s4i~f3"l b6 l '--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_; 

J '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Please see the attached Program Search and FOi request from i b6 i 
l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Best, 

Marg 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Freedom of Information Office 
5601 Fishers Lane, Room 6G50 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Tel (301) 451-5109 

Fax (301) 480-0904/ Email foia@niaid .nih .gov 

Memorandum 

Date: April 13,2020 

To: Greg Folkers/Laurie Doepel for: 

From: 

Dr. Anthony Fauci 
Kimberly Barasch 

Patricia Conrad 
Laurie Doepel 
Gregory Folkers 
Dr. Robert W. Eisinger 
Dr. Hilary Marston 
Whitney Robinson 

Sharon Gilles for: 
Dr. Hugh Auchincloss 

Sharon Gilles 
Dr. Andrea M. Lerner 
Whitney Robinson 

Dr. H. Clifford Lane 
Dr. John McGowan 
Dr. David Morens 

Margaret Moore 

NIAID/OCGR/FOIA Office 

Public Health Service 

National Institutes of Health 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Subject: Request for Records Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

REQUESTER: ~ b6 I 
~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Response Due: May 18, 2020 
' ; 

! b6 ! has submitted a request for copies of communications (including by CC, BCC or 
~6Nt!f!iFdJli:Sorft'6irfpersonnel (listed above): 



"Copies of documents that involve informal or formal po/ides, legislation, or legal authorities or 
responsibilities, for example: opening, closing or interim summaries/status reports; memoranda; 
official and/or unofficial policy statements; notes; meeting minutes or summaries; assessments, 
investigations or other reports; etc. 

With regard to search criteria: 

In general, searches should be broad enough to encompass any discussion (whether internal or 
external) of President Trump's remarks April 23 at the evening White House Coronavirus Task 
Force news conference. Electronic search terms used to find responsive records should include 
but not be limited to "disinfectant"; "injection"; "briefing"; "light''; "ultraviolet"; "UV"; "Lysol11

; 

"bleach"; "deadly"; "dangerous"; "cleaning"; and "toxin." 

A copy of the request is attached (Attachment #1). 

In accordance with the FOIA, the NIAID FOIA office has 20 working days in which to make a 
determination to grant or deny access to the records. Please search all of your electronic and hard 
copy files as appropriate and provide a response using the following guidelines/checklist: 

D 1 complete copy of all records responsive to the request with no markings (clean copy). The 
clean copy must include ALL of the documents regardless of whether they are all releasable. 
Either hard copies or electronic copies are acceptable. 

o Hard copies 
• Single skied 
• Reverse chronological order 
• No staples or paper clips 
• Duplicates removed 

o Electronic copies 
• Same as hard copies 
• .pdf, .doc, .xis, pps etc. files are fine 
• E-mail files should be in .pst or .msg format 
• CD, USB drive or e-mail 

D 1 copy of records with your indications of what you believe should be withheld using one of 
the Exemptions to the FOIA (highlighted copy). 

o The FOIA is a disclosure statute with 9 Exemptions. At NIH, we essentially have 4 
exemptions available to us. A detailed description and links to additional 
information is attached to this memo (Attachment 2). If the information does not 
meet one of these 4 Exemptions, it CANNOT be withheld. 

□ A completed NIAID Search and Review Worksheet for each person who searched for and 
reviewed documents (Attachment 3). 

Please do NOT have individuals in your Office/Division send documents directly to the NIAID FOIA 
Office unless specifically asked to do so. All responsive documents should be returned to you for 
review and collating to ensure the consistency of the requested redactions, elimination of 
duplicates, and completeness of the response. If the requested documents do not exist, please 



provide a written statement that explains how you searched for the records (which office(s} were 

searched; what places were searched, i.e., desk, computers, files, and boxes; and how you 
searched, i.e., manually, electronically, etc}. A no-records response gives the requester the 
administrative right to appeal. The appeal will challenge how we searched for records. Therefore, 
a written statement of your search is very important. 

Please note that NIAID is not required to create documents in response to a FOIA request. In 
addition, please let us know if you know of other NIAID individuals who have responsive records. 

If you have any questions or concerns, we can be reached weekdays between 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
at {301} 451-5109 or foia@niaid.nih.gov. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Attachment 1- FOIA Request from i b6 ! 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Attachment 2 - FOIA Exemptions 
Attachment 3 - NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 



Attachment 2: Exemptions from Disclosure under the FOIA 

• Exemption 3 is used for information that is not releasable because of a Federal statute other than 
the FOIA. One example that we have used in the recent past is the protection of information 
pertaining to the transport of biological agents under the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism 
Preparedness and Response Act of 2002. Another example is that some portions of some financial 
disclosure documents are exempt from release under the Eth ics in Government Act. 

• Exemption 4 is used for information such as trade secrets or proprietary information. Examples of 
trade secrets are: a formula for a drug or a design plan for a piece of equipment. This is information 
that is NOT in the public domain AND is commercial or financial in nature. Exemption 4 does not 
protect information simply because it is not published. Exemption 4 material will be identified by 
the grantee/contractor. The grantee/contractor will be required to articulate how the release of the 
information will cause SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL HARM. The justification should include: 1) the 
names of actual competitors; 2) a detailed explanation of how the information could be used to 
cause financial harm; and 3) the dollar value of the harm. If the grantee/contractor requests that 
information be withheld under Exemption 4, the NIAID FOIA Office will then send the information to 

the designated program official to review and indicate either concurrence or revision. As the 
content matter experts, it will be up to the designated NIAID program official to determine 
whether the requested information meets the criteria for withholding under Exemption 4. SBIRs 
are handled slightly differently. If requested by the grantee, SBIR information is protected from 
disclosure for 4 years under Section 8(b)(2) of Policy Directive 15 U.S.C 638. 

• Exemption 5 is used for information that would be protected in civil litigation. There are four types 
of information that fal l under Exemption 5: 

1) Deliberative Process: information must be predecisional AND express an opinion. We use 
this to protect information like unfunded grant applications, reviewers' comments, staff 

recommendations, nominations, etc. 
2) Attorney-work product: information prepared by an attorney in contemplation of litigation 
3) Attorney-client: request for advice from NIH Legal Counsel 
4) Government commercial interest: confidential business information generated by the 

government (this would include Intramural research with commercial value). 
Exemption 5 material is discretionary, meaning we can choose not to assert it. The older the 
information, the harder it is to protect under Exemption 5. If challenged, the US Attorney will not 
defend our use of Exemption 5 unless we can articulate the harm to NIH if the information is 

released. PLEASE NOTE: Exemption 5 is only used for internal government documents. If anyone 
outside the government is included, it is no longer internal and not covered by Exemption 5. 

• Exemption 6 is used for personal information such as identifiable patient information, home phone 
numbers or addresses, dates of birth, social security numbers, Institutional Base Salary, etc. We 
have a standard list of items that we routinely withhold under Exemption 6. 

NOTE: Exemption 2 used to be available to withhold information "related solely to the internal personnel 
rules and practices of an agency." While this used to be interpreted very broadly, the US Supreme Court 



ruling in Milnerv. Department of the Navy severely limited the use of this Exemption. NIH FOIA has 
determined that Exemption 2 is no longer available to us. 

Exemption 7 protects from disclosure information in a law enforcement file under certain conditions. It is 
onlv used at the NIH level. 



Attachment 3: NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 

To: NIAID FOIA Specialist 

From: 

Date: 

Re: FOIA Request Number 54143! _______ b6 ___ J 
We were asked to search for materials that respond to the above-listed FOIA request. We were asked to 
respond by May 18, 2020. The following summarizes the results of this search: 

Section A 
The search for responsive documents was conducted as follows: 

Date someone began and completed looking: ______ _ 

Total time: It took ___ hours to search for material. 

Rate 1: GS-01 - GSOB Rate 2: GS09 - GS14 Rate 3: GS15 and above 

Rate of 
Time spent 

searcher: Place(s) searched and why chosen to search 
(minutes) 

1, 2, or 3 

Total time: It took ___ _ hours to review the responsive documents. 

Section B Please check the appropriate line(s). 

_ Responsive information was located and is attached. I have reviewed the enclosed records and find 

that no material should be withheld. I approve the release of the records. 

_ No responsive information was located; the places listed in Section B were searched. I have 
attached a memo further detailing the search. 

_ Information was located, but NIAID would be harmed if certain sections were released. I have 

compiled the information, identified these sections, and included a justification memo explaining the 
harm. The information and memo are attached. 

APPROVAL FOR ACTION AS MARKED: 

Name Date 



AP 
May 4, 2020 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

Natiohal Institutes of Health 

Re: Associated Press FOIA Request 

Submitted via email: foia@niaid.nih.gov 

Dear NIAID/NIH FOIA Staff, 

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, I request the following information: 

Records generated before and after comments that President Trump made about the possible 
effectiveness of certain approaches to treating coronavirus patients. 

The t imeframe for these records is April 20, 2020, through May 4. 

The categories of records covered under t his FOIA request include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

1} Copies of communication such as emails sent from the below, or any other work-related 
accounts, (including by CC, BCC or forward) to or from personnel in National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases Office of the Director. The .personnel to be included in this 
search are: Director Dr Anthony Fauci; Dr. Hugh Auchindoss, principal deputy director 
(hugh.auchincloss@nih.gov}; Dr. John McGowan, deputy director for science management 
(john.mcgowan@nih.gov); Dr. 1-1. Clifford Lane, dep1:.Jty director for cllnical research 
(cliff.lane@nih.gov); Kimberly Barasch, staff assistant (kimberly.barasch@nih.gov); Patdcia 
Conrad, special assistant (patricia.conrad@nih.gov); Laurie Doepel, senior advisor 
(laurie.doepel@nih.gov}; Gregory Folkers, chief of staff; Dr. Robert W. Eisinger, special 
assistant for scientific projects (robert.eisinger@nih.gov}; Sharon Gilles, special assistant. 
(sharon.gilles@nih.gov); Dr. Andrea M. Lerner, medical officer (andrea.lerner@nih.gov); Dr. 
Hilary Marston, medical officer (hilary.marston@nih.gov); Dr. David Morens, senior scientific 
advisor and Whitney Robinson, staff assistant. (whitney.robinson@nih.gov}. 

2) Copies of documents that involve informal or formal policies, legislation, or legal authorities 
or responsibilities, for example: opening, closing or interim summaries/status reports; 
memoranda; official and/or unofficial policy statements; notes; meeting minutes or 
summaries; assessments, investigations or other reports; etc. 

With regard to search criteria: 

➔ In general, searches should be broad enough to encompass any discussion (whether internal 
or external) of President Trump's remarks April 23 at the evening White House Coronavirus 



Task Force news conference. Electronic search terms used to find responsive records should 
include but not be limited to "disinfectant"; "injection"· , "ultraviolet"; 
"UV}}; "Lysol"; "bleach"; "deadly}}; "dangerous}}; 

➔ I request that email searches cover all current and archived/stored messages and folders, 

and that the searches be conducted by personnel not affiliated with the accounts, such as 

information technology specialists. 

I would like to receive responsive records in electronic format and delivered electronically, for example 

as .PDF files via email. I also ask that responsive records be released on a rolling basis, that is, as they are 

ready and not held until all documents are processed. For example, memoranda or similar documents 

should not be held pending the collection and processing of email correspondence. 

I am making this request as a reporter with The Associated Press and this request is made as part of 

newsgathering and not for commercial use. 

I ask that you waive any and all applicable fees associated with this request . Through this request , I am 

gathering information on how the federal government responded to remarks President Trump made in 

the course of the coronavirus pandemic. Release of this information is in the public interest because it 

will contribut e significantly to important public underst anding of government operations and activities. 

If you deny this request for a fee waiver, please advise me in advance of the estimated charges if they 

are to exceed $10. 

If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific 

exemptions of the Act. I will also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt 

material. I reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of 
fees. 

In the words of Richard Nixon, when government information is kept overly secret, "the 
people soon become ignorant of their own affairs, distrustful of those who manage them, 
and- eventually-incapable of determining their own destinies." Ex. Ord. No. 11652, Mar. 
8, 1972, 37 FR. 5209. 

Lastly, I expect to receive a response to this request within 20 business days, as the stat ute requires. 

As I am making this request as a journalist an~. the_ information_ is_ of_time~y value, _!_would_ appreciate 

your communicating with me by telephone at!_ _______________________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j, ra t her than by 
mail, if you have questions regarding this request. 

I am a firm believer in the importance of open and regular communication on FOIA requests. Often this 

results in narrowing a request, meaning it is resolved more quickly. Please don't hesitate to contact me. 

In the spirit of such cooperation and the presumption of disclosure, I look forward to your prompt 

response and thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 



1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
i i ; b6 ; i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.i 

Associated Press, 630 NE 6th Street, Gainesville, FL 32601 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D1287 10A383-DMO RENS] 

5/7/2020 8:27:47 PM 

Gil les, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm] 

Re: DAVID: RE: Please send email to David Awwad with permission for CIT to access your email to pull FOIA ... 

Sorry yes1738 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

On May 7, 2020, at 16:25, Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El 1 b6 ! wrote: 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Is there a type O? 

With Appreciation, 

Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Mo bi le:!__ _____________ b6 _______________ ! 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information. It should not be used 
by anyone who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it 
from your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept 
liability for any statement made that are sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [Eli.__ ____________________ b6 _______________________ ! 
Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 4:23 PM 

To: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El L._ ____________ ·=·-·--~~----·-·-·-=-·-·-·-·-j 

Subject: Re: DAVID: RE: Please send email to David Awwad with permission for CIT to access your email 

to pull FOIA ... 

i i 

Mycell. i b6 ! 
i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

! ' 

On May 7, 2020, at 16:22, Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 f wrote: 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 



Great. Now works. Best number to reach you? Or call number highlighted below. 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Mobile: i_ ______ b6 _________ i 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive 
information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received 
this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage 
devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (N IAID) shall not accept liability for any statement 
made that are sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 ~ 
l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 4:21 PM 
To: Gilles, Sharon (NI H/N IAI D) [El ~--···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-bs-·-·-···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-: 

l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Subject: Re: DAVID: RE: Please send email to David Awwad with permission for CIT to 
access your email to pull FOIA ... 

Yes, TY. I have a few minutes window now, or else tomorrow before 10 or after 1. D 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

On May 7, 2020, at 16:16, Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El 

i b6 :> wrote: 
•·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Thank you David. I want to be able to help you with these FOi 
request. Do you have a few minutes to talk before 5 or sometime 
tomorrow. Tomorrow I can talk before 1030, between 2 and 3, and 
after 4. 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 



The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesd~, Maryla_nd_ 2_q892 

Mobile:! b6 ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.i 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain 
sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended 
recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it 
from your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID) shal l not accept liabil ity for any statement made that are sender's own 
and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El { b6 __i 

Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 1:28 PM 
To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El 1 b6 ~; Gilles, 
Sh a ro n ( NI H/ NI Al D) [El L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J,; Robin so~, Whitney 

(NIH/NIAID) [C] ~ b6 i 
Cc: Awwad, David (NI H/N IAI D) [C] ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
Subject: RE: DAVID: RE: Please send email to David Awwad with 
permission for CIT to access your email to pull FOIA ... 

Greg, not sure I understand this, but if you mean access to my email, 
then I give permission to all. Thank you david 

From: Fa I kers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) [ EL_ _____________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___i 
Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 11:05 AM 

To: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 ~ Morens, 
David ( N I H/ NI Al D JJ E r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-!.ji5·--···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-c Robin so·n, Whitney 

! b6 r·-·-·' 
(NI H/N IAI D) [ C] L-------·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.!-._·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·, 

Cc: Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] ~ b6 ~v> 
Subject: DAVID: RE: Please send email to David Awwad with permission 
for CIT to access you r email to pull FOIA ... 

Can u please give CIT and Sharon permission to access my email? 

TY 

From: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) b6 
Sent: Thursday, May 7, 2020 11:02 AM 
To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El <t b6 }; Folkers, 

Greg (NIH/NIAID)! b6 i; Robinson, Whitney 
(NIH/NIAID) [C] <i ____ i 
Subject: Please send email to David Awwad with permission for CIT to 
access your email to pull FOIA. .. 
Importance: High 

.. .. requested records so we can start the electronic pull of your emails in 

!_i!(;_<;;_QIP_i!D.~~-.wJJh.t.b: e l_ ____________ ~~---·-·-·-·-___! a n d C~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~f ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J 
i b6 ! We want to be able to pull everyone's at once. 
l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Happy to discuss if you need any clarification . 



With Appreciation, 

Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Mobile) b6 i 

i_•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•- I 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain 
sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended 
recipient If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it 
from your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept liabil ity for any statement made that are sender's own 
and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Thanks 

Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

5/14/2020 2:10:30 PM 
Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re] 

NIAID OD AM [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Admin istrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=8b9ef66c6c774c23bbe00d03479ce7c3-NIAID OD AM]; Harper, Jill 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72abfcbac8-jharper]; Schofield, Robin (NI H/N IAI D) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl]; Awwad, David 

(NIH/NIAID) [C] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=0a5171ce4c4d4110a bfe9aebfbdafbe 7-dawwad]; Leavey, Aaron (N IH/N IAID) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=446174fbcb1a4490aac68f484bcb52e9-aleavey] 
RE: Buzzfeed Litigation - Document Preservation Letter 

What is your advice on the text message request - i don't recall ever retrieving text messages. How is this best 

done? 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 10:05 AM 

To: Fo Ike rs, Greg ,(~_l_~_[~I~ _1g_t_[~JL ___________ ~-~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_j ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

Cc: NIAID OD A~L ............. ~~ ......... , ·-·-·-·-·J Harper,_Jill (NIH/NIAID) [Ei b6 r; Schofield, Robin 

(NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 ~ Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] L-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J; Leavey, Aaron 
( N I H / N I A I D) [ El t·····················bs'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"r·· 

Subject: FW: Buzzfeed Litigation - Document Preservation Letter 
CIT has provided the results of the search. Currently, the records are being formatted for our processing in the redaction 
software. This is taking longer than usual due to the size of the files. The lawyer at NIH is being kept in the loop. 
Please let us know if have 

From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli_ b6 __ ___i 

Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 9:44 AM 
To: N IAI D OD AM ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--;; Harper, Ji 11 (NI H/N IAI D) [ El t b6 ·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-· i 

l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• . .--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.:..-._·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·-: 
Cc: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El L._ _____________________ !>_6-_ _______________________ j; Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [~ b6 : 
Awwa d, David ( N I H /NI Al D) [ C] ~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: Lea vey, Aaron (NI H/ N IA ID) [El r-·-·-'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs--·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; • 

Subject: FW: Bu zzfeed Li ti gati o ~--~-fiocume-nt·P-r-ese·rv·at"f o·~ Letter '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

On May 4, we asked CIT to execute a CIT pull on ail mails sent and received by Dr. Fauci mentioning or referring to 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 dated Feb 1, 2020 to the date of search. 

l\.1argand Robln --- did you receive these results? 
RE: 

! would not delete any text messages until we can figure how these might be retrieved. 

RE: 
ilPfease advise me hy May 28, 2020, that you received and wilf comply with this request" 

We wlii do this, 

From: Fauci, Anthony ( N I H/ N IA ID) [El <l_ ______________________ b6 _______________________ i 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 9:09 AM 



To: NIAID OD AM! b6 ! 
Cc: Harper, Jill (NI H/N IAI D) [ EH--,·-·-·-·o·-·-·-· .. ·----~~--------·~·-=,c,c,c·-·-__i 

Subject: FW: Buzzfeed Litigation - Document Preservation Letter 

Let us discuss who will be responsible for getting on top of this. 

Anthony S, Fauci, MD 
Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
Building 31, Room 7A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
National Institutes of Health 
Bethesda,_MD 20892-2520 ·-·-·-·-·-·-
Phon, ! 
FAX:! b6 1 

E-mat_ __________________________________________________ ___! 

The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information, It 
should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended recipient if you have received this e-mail in error 
please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage devices. The National institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept liability for any statements made that are the sender's 
own and not made on behalf of the NIAID one of its 

From: Driggs, Scott S (HHS/OGC) b6 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 8:53 AM . ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
To: Fauci, Anthony (NIH/NIAID) [El r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bG·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1conrad, Patricia (NIH/NIAID) [El { b6 ·-

Cc: Gou Id i ng, Mi ch a e I ( H H ~/ Q_G_(l_5.[~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~jji~~~~~~~~~~~~~----·"·-·-"}; Craig, Marth a (HHS/ OG C) [·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bG-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Gibson, Megan ( OS/ OGC) 1 b6 1-·-·-·-·-·- '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Subject: Buzzfeed Litigatio'n - Document Preservation Letter 

Dear Dr. Fauci, 

As you may know, a lawsuit has been filed in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia concerning a 

Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") request to the National Institutes of Health. In the request, Plaintiffs seek, among 
other things, "All emails [and] text messages sent and received by [you] mentioning or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-
19." The timeframe covered by this request is February 1, 2020 to the date the search is conducted, I have attached 

copies of the Amended Complaint and the FOIA request for your reference. Plaintiffs have expressed interest in whether 
the agency will ensure potentially responsive agency records that may reside in your text message account(s) will not be 

deleted. 

Accordingly, I write to request that you take all necessary and reasonable steps to ensure preservation of any and all 

agency records and potential agency records that would be responsive to and foll within the timeframe for the attached 
request that may reside in your text message account(s). If there is any doubt as to whether particular text messages 

should be retained, please preserve those messages until you have had a chance to consult with the Office of the 
General Counsel at the Department of Health and Human Services ("HHS"). 

Failure to preserve relevant records could adversely impact HHS in this matter. 

Finally, to the extent you identify agency records in your possession that have not already been copied to an official HHS 
record-keeping system, we ask that you do so promptly. See 44 U.S.C. § 3105(1), You can send them to my attention or 

contact me to discuss how to facilitate their return to HHS. 

I appreciate your cooperation with and attention to this matter. Please advise me by May 28, 2020, that you received 

and will comply with this req_uest. _Sho_uld you.have any questions, please contact me or the lead attorney on this 

Ii ti gati on : Megan Gibson ,!___·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
Sincerely, 

Scott 

Scott S. Driggs 

Acting Deputy General Counsel 

Office of the General Counsel 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Cell:: b6 i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 



From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

Sent: 5/14/2020 1:44:23 PM 
To: NIAID OD AM [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=8b9ef66c6c774c23bbe00d03479ce7c3-NIAID OD AM]; Harper, Jill 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en=0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f7 2a bfcbac8-j harper] 
CC: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re]; Schofield, Robin 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl]; Awwad, David 

(NIH/NIAID) [C] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=0a5171ce4c4d4110a bfe9aebfbdafbe 7-dawwad]; Leavey, Aaron (N IH/N IAID) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=446174fbcb1a4490aac68f484bcb52e9-aleavey] 
Subject: FW: Buzzfeed Litigation - Document Preservation Letter 

Attachments: ,E~."'1-~.LJ).Qf.!,1
0
ment Preservation Letter.pdf; NIH FOIA Request - 53768 [_·---~-~--_jocx; 20-722, Amended Complaint.pdf; 

!_ ______ b6 ____ j RE: New litigation 53768 

On May 4, we asked CIT to execute a CIT pull on ail mails sent and received by Dr. Fauci mentioning or referring to 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 dated Feb 1, 2020 to the date of search. 
Marg and Robin --- did you receive these results? 

RE: 

I would not delete any text messages until we can figure how these might be retrieved. 

RE: 
"Please advise me by May 28, 2020, that you received and wiJ! comply with this request. 11 

We wm do this, 

From: Fauci, Anthony (NIH/NIAID) b6 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 9:09 AM 
To: NIAID OD AM [ b6 ! 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 
Cc: Harper, Ji 11 ( N I H /N I Al D) [ E][~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-i,_(~-~~~~~~~~~-=~~~~~~~J 
Subject: FW: Buzzfeed Litigation - Document Preservation Letter 

Let us discuss who will be responsible for getting on top of this. 



Anthony S, Fauci, MD 
Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
Building 31, Room 7A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
National Institutes of Health 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 
Phonq j 

FAX:j b6 i 
E-maii i 

' ' i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information, It 
should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended recipient If you have received this e-mail in error 
please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage devices. The National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIA!D} shall not accept liability for any statements made that are the sender's 
own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIA!D by one of its representatives. 

From: Driggs, Scott S (HHS/OGC) b6 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 8:53 AM 

To: Fauci, Anthony ( N I H /NIA ID) [ E] L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6. ____________________ J-;.9D_~a d, Patricia ( N I H/ N IA ID) [ E]L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~!>f ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:~~~~~] 
Cc: Goulding, Michael (HHS{9._0.f) __ -:::~ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___! Craig, Martha (HHS/OGC) r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bG-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 

Gibson, Megan ( OS/ OG C) <t_ ________________________ !l_~----·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-__i L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·" 

Subject: Buzzfeed Litigation - Document Preservation Letter 

Dear Dr. Fauci_, 

As you may know, a lawsuit has been filed in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia concerning a 

Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") request to the National Institutes of Health. In the request, Plaintiffs seek, among 

other things, "All emails [and] text messages sent and received by [you] mentioning or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-
19." The timeframe covered by this request is February 1, 2020 to the date the search is conducted. I have attached 

copies of the Amended Complaint and the FOIA request for your reference. Plaintiffs have expressed interest in 

whether the agency will ensure potentially responsive agency records that may reside in your text message account(s) 

will not be deleted. 

Accordingly, I write to request that you take all necessary and reasonable steps to ensure preservation of any and all 

agency records and potential agency records that would be responsive to and fall within the timeframe for the attached 

request that may reside in your text message account(s). If there is any doubt as to whether particular text messages 

should be retained, please preserve those messages until you have had a chance to consult with the Office of the 
General Counsel at the Department of Health and Human Services ("HHS"). 

Failure to preserve relevant records could adversely impact HHS in this matter. 

Finally, to the extent you identify agency records in your possession that have not already been copied to an official HHS 
record-keeping system, we ask that you do so promptly. See 44 USC§ 3105(1). You can send them to my attention or 

contact me to discuss how to facilitate their return to HHS. 

I appreciate your cooperation with and attention to this matter. Please advise me by May 28 1 2020, that you received 

and will comply with this request. Should you have any questions, please contact me or the lead attorney on this 

litigation: Megan Gibson, l_ _______________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Sincerely, 

Scott 

Scott S, Driggs 



Acting Deputy General Counsel 

Office of the General Counsel 

US Department of Health and Human Services 

Cel I :l._ ____________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·___: 



-,,.:i; •.:;f~RVJ{:_,:, , 

(#" ~ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

'<\,,:::i~ 

Office of the Secretary 

Office of the General Counsel 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Dr. Anthony Fauci 
Director 

May 14, 2020 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7 A03 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Re: L_ ____ b6 ______ :,Suzzfeed v. CDC, et al, 1 :20-cv-0722 Record Preservation Requirements 

Dear Dr. Fauci, 

As you may know, a lawsuit has been filed in the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia concerning a Freedom oflnformation Act ("FOIA") request to the National Institutes 
of Health. In the request, Plaintiffs seek, among other things, "All emails [ and] text messages 
sent and received by [you] mentioning or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-19." The timeframe 
covered by this request is February 1, 2020 to the date the search is conducted. I have attached 
copies of the Amended Complaint and the FOIA request for your reference. Plaintiffs have 
expressed interest in whether the agency will ensure potentially responsive agency records that 
may reside in your text message account( s) will not be deleted. 

Accordingly, I write to request that you take all necessary and reasonable steps to ensure 
preservation of any and all agency records and potential agency records that would be responsive 
to and fall within the timeframe for the attached request that may reside in your text message 
account(s). If there is any doubt as to whether particular text messages should be retained, please 
preserve those messages until you have had a chance to consult with the Office of the General 
Counsel at the Department of Health and Human Services ("HHS"). 1 

Failure to preserve relevant records could adversely impact HHS in this matter. 

Finally, to the extent you identify agency records in your possession that have not already been 
copied to an official HHS record-keeping system, we ask that you do so promptly. See 44 U.S.C. 
§ 3105(1). 

You can send them to my attention or contact me to discuss how to facilitate their return to HHS. 

1 Federal records include "all recorded information ... made or received by a Federal agency under Federal law or 
in connection with the transaction of public business and preserved or appropriate for preservation by that agency 
. . . as evidence of the organization, functions, policies, decisions, procedures, operations, or other activities of the 
United States Government or because of the informational value of the data in them." 44 U.S.C. § 3301. See also 
Tax Analysts v. Dep't of Justice, 845 F.2d 1060, 1069 (D.C. Cir. 1988) (citation omitted), aff'd on other grounds, 492 
U.S. 136 (1989) (defining "agency record" for purposes of the FOIA). 



Dr. Anthony Fauci 
May 14, 2020 
Page 2 

I appreciate your cooperation with and attention to this matter. Please advise me by May 28, 
2020, that you received and will comply with this request. Should you have any questions, 
please contact the lead attorney on this litigation: Megan Gibson, i b6 ! 

l---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 

! ________________________ b 6 _______________________ i 
Scott S. Driggs 
Acting Deputy General Counsel 



This is a request for records under the Freedom oflnformation Act ("FOIA"), 5 U.S .C. § 552 
and the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552a. This request should be considered under both statutes to 
maximize the release of records. 

REQUESTER INFO~MATION 
Name:i b6 ! 

~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

P osi ti on: _ Investigative_ Reporter ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
Address: i b6 : 

•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 
Email:: b6 i 

i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

RECORDS SOUGHT 
I request disclosure of the following records maintained by NIH. 

All emails, text messages sent and received by Anthony Facui mentioning or referring to 
Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

All emails and text messages sent and received by Francis Sellers Collins and his immediate 
deputy/aides mentioning or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-19 

All internal NIH studies on the Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

All draft and final talking points on the Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

Any and all records mentioning or referring to pharmaceuticals or other means to treat 
the Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

Any and all records mentioning or referring to the classification (SECRET, TOP SECRET, 
FOUO) of discussions with White House officials and officials in the Executive Office of the 
President and relating or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-19. By way of background, news 
reports have stated that the White House directed discussions to be classified. 

Any and all records Mr. Facui and Mr. Sellers exchanged with the White House and the 
Executive Office of the President and any member of the Coronavirus Task Force mentioning or 
referring to Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

Any and all records from NIH senior leadership mentioning or referring to Donald Trump's 
tweets and Coronavirus/COVID-19 

The timeframe for this search is February 1, 2020 through the date the search for responsive 
records is conducted. 

REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED PROCESSING 
This is a matter of urgency and of great public interest and relate to the life, death health and 
safety of citizens and therefore these records are needed in order for me to report a timely news 
story. 



The coronavirus has resulted in more than 3,000 deaths and, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control, "The CDC is preparing for the new coronavirus, which has killed at least 1,115 and 
sickened more than 45,000 worldwide, to "take a foothold in the U.S." "At some point, we are 
likely to see community spread in the U.S. or in other countries," said Dr. Nancy Messonnier, 
director of the CDC's National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases. 

Beginning this year, public health officials began alerting the American public to rising cases of 
novel coronavirus, or COVID-19, spreading throughout the country. Shortly after the 
announcement of the first cases, President Donald Trump publicly announced that Vice President 
Mike Pence would lead the effort to combat the virus. 

In press briefings since Pence's appointment, public officials have offered vastly different 
time lines for when more coronavirus tests would be available, how many would be available, 
and who would be eligible to receive one. On March 2, Stephen Hahn, the Food and Drug 
Administration commissioner, said that 1 million tests would be ready by the end of the week. 
On March 6, Pence announced that the government didn't "have enough tests today to meet what 
we anticipate will be the demand going forward." Pence also said that he expected 1.2 million 
tests would be available the following week. 

Later that day, the president told the press during a visit to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), "As ofright now and yesterday, anybody that needs a test (can have one)." 
On March 10, The New York Times reported that the CDC ordered health officials in 
Washington to stop testing individuals during the earliest days of the outbreak. 

There can be no question that the spread of coronavirus has engendered "widespread and 
exceptional media interest." On March 11, the World Health Organization declared a global 
pandemic and said that more than 125,000 people had been infected so far. 

The very purpose of the FOIA is to lessen the public's dependency on official government 
statements and open the underlying documents to public scrutiny. This is clearly an instance in 
which expedited processing of a FOIA request is warranted. 

These records are not being requested for commercial purposes. I intend to use these records to 
write news stories and inform the public about actual government activity, concerning the novel 
coronavirus global pandemic. 

BuzzFeed News is a global news organization with more than 200 journalists stationed in North 
America, South America, Europe, Asia and the Pacific. BuzzFeed News has been recognized as 
a "representative of the news media" for fee assessment purposes by every federal agency that 
has received our FOIA requests. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

As applicable Department regulations provide, I will anticipate your determination within ten 
(10) calendar days. I certify this statement to be true and correct.-1 b6 ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 



Reasonably Foreseeable Harm. The FOJA Improvement Act of 2016 amended the FOIA as 
follows (5 USC 552(a)(8)): 

(A) An agency shall-

(i) withhold info1mation under this section only if-

(I) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by an 
exemption described in subsection lb); or 

(Tl) disclosure .is prohibited by law; and 

(ii) (I) consider whether partial disclosure of information is possible whenever the agency 
determines that a full disclosure of a requested record is not possible; and 

(11) take reasonable steps necessary to segregate and release nonexempt information .. . . 

NIH should not fail to comply with this mandatory pat1 of the FOIA as recently amended by 
Congress. The Agency is required to identify what reasonably foreseeable harm would flow from 
release of the information withheld, nor did it consider a partial disclosure of the information, 
taking reasonable steps to segregate and release nonexempt info1mation. 

TNSTRUCTTONS REGARDING SEARCH 

1. Request for Public Records: 

Please search for any records even if they are already publicly available. 

2. Request for Electronic and Paper/Manual Searches: 

J request that searches of all electronic and paper/manual indices, filing sysTems, and locauons 
for any and all records relating or referring to the subject of my request be conducted. I furthet 
request that the agencies conduct a search of its ''soft files" as well as files in its locked cabinets. 

3. Request regarding Photographs and other Visual Materials: 

I request that any photographs or other visual materials responsive to my request be released to 
me in their original or comparable forms, quality, and resolution. For example, if a photograph 
was taken digitally, or if the agencies maintains a photograph digitally, I request disclosure of the 
original digital image file, not a reduced resolution version of that image file nor a printout and 
scan of that image file. Likewise, if a photograph was originally taken as a color photograph, 1 
request disclosure of that photograph as a color image, not a black and white image. Please 
contact me for any clarification on this point. 

4. Request for Duplicate Pages: 



I request disclosure of any and all supposedly ·'duplicate" pages. Scholai-s analyze records not 
only for the information available on any given page, but also for the relationships between that 
information and information on pages surrounding it. As such, though certain pages may have 
been previously released to me, the existence of those pages within new context renders them 
functionally new pages. As such, the only way to properly analyze released infomiation is to 
analyze that information within its proper context. Therefore, I request disclosure of all 
"duplicate" pages. 

5. Request to Search Emails: 

Please search for emajls relating to the subject matter of my request. 

6. Request for Search of Records Transferred to Other Agencies: 

I request that in conducting its search, the agencies disclose releasable records even if they are 
available publicly through other sources outside the agencies, such as NARA. 

FORMAT 

I request that any releases stemming from this request be provided to me in digital format (soft
copy) on a compact disk or other like media. 

FEE CATEGORY AND REQUEST FOR A FEE WAIVER 

I am the senior investigative repo1ter for Buzzf ced News and formerly senior investigative 
rcp01ter and on-air con-cspondent for VICE News. Additionally, my repotting has been 
published in The Guardian, The Wall Street Journal, The Financial Times, Salon, CBS 
Marketwatch, The Los Angeles Times, The Nation, Truthout, Al Jazeera English and Al Jazeera 
America. 

J request a complete waiver of all search and duplication fees. If my request for a waiver is 
denied, I request that I be considered a member of the news media for fee purposes. 

Under 5 U.S.C. §552(a)(4)(A)(iii), "Documents shall be furnished without any charge ... if 
disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not 
primarily in the commercial interest of the requester." Disclosure in this case meets the statutory 
criteria, as the records sought detail the operations and activities of government. This request is 
also not primari ly in my commercial request, as 1 am seeking the records as a journalist to 
analyze and freely release to members of the public. 

If I am not granted a complete fee waiver, I request to be considered a member of the news 
media for fee purposes. J am willing to pay all reasonable duplication expenses incurred in 
processing this FOIA request. 



J will appeal any denial of my request for a waiver administratively and to the courts if 
necessary. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this request. 
Thank you. I appreciate your time and attention to this matter. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

BUZZFEED INC., 
111 East 18th Street, 13th Floor 
New York, NY 10003 
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v. 
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AND PREVENTION, 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Suite 9100 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES, 
200 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 
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AGENCY, 
500 C Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20472 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY, 
2707 Martin Luther King Jr. A venue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20528 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, 
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Silver Spring, MD 20993 
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AMENDED COMPLAINT 

1. Plaintiffs, !_ ___________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_] and BUZZFEED INC., bring this Freedom of 

Information Act suit to force Defendants CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND 

PREVENTION ("CDC"), U.S . DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

("HHS"), FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY ("FEMA"), U.S. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY ("DHS"), FOOD AND DRUG 

ADMINISTRATION ("FDA"), and NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH ("NIH") to 

produce records regarding the COVID-19 pandemic and the government's response to it. 

Serious questions have been raised about the accuracy of a number of different statements made 

by the President and others in his administration and the adequacy of the federal government's 

response, and for his part, the President has claimed that media reports covering the pandemic 

have been "fake" and "minimized the risk" of the virus "from the start," and filed, through his 

campaign organization, defamation suits against news outlets that have run COVID-19-related 

political ads. Questions of this sort are the very reason the Freedom of Information Act exists, 

and the urgency of this information to the public is the reason the statute includes provisions for 

expedited processing-provisions that the Defendant agencies have failed to abide and that the 

Court should enforce on an accelerated basis in this case. See Nat'l Archives & Records Admin. 

v. Favish, 541 U.S. 157, 171 (2004) (FOIA is "a means for citizens to know what their 

Government is up to"); Wash. Post Co. v. US. Dep 't of Health & Human Servs., 690 F.2d 252, 

264 (D.C. Cir. 1982) ("Congress was all too aware of the innumerable times that agencies had 

withheld information under prior law only to cover up embarrassing mistakes or irregularities[, 

and] FOIA was designed to prevent such incidents[.]"). 

- 2 -
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PARTIES 

2. Plaintiffs i_ ___________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___!and BUZZFEED INC. are members of the media 

and made the FOIA requests at issue in this case. 

3. Defendant CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION 

("CDC") is a federal agency subject to the Freedom ofinformation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552. CDC is 

a component of U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES. 

4. Defendant DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES ("HHS") 

is a federal agency subject to the Freedom ofinformation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552. 

5. Defendant FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM ("FEMA") is 

a federal agency subject to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552. FEMA is a 

component of U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY. 

6. Defendant U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY ("DHS") is a 

federal agency subject to the Freedom ofinformation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552. 

7. Defendant FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION ("FDA") is a federal 

agency subject to the Freedom ofinformation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552. FDA is a component of U.S. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES. 

8. Defendant NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH ("NIH") is a federal agency 

subject to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552. NIH is a component of U.S. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

9. This case is brought under 5 U.S .C. § 552(a)(4)(B) and presents a federal question 

conferringjurisdiction on this Court. See 28 U.S.C. § 1331. 

10. Venue is proper under 5 U.S .C. § 552(a)(4)(B). 

- 3 -
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FEBRUARY 12, 2020, FJRST FOIA REQUEST TO CDC 

11. On February 12, 2020, Plaintiffs submitted a FOIA request to CDC for [1] "all 

emails sent and received from CDC Director mentioning or referring to Coronavirus"; [2] all 

internal CDC studies on the Coronavirns"; [3] "all policy and legal guidance provided to CDC 

and policy guidance CDC has provided to its staff on the Coronavirns"; [4] "any and all internal 

memos and letters mentioning or referring to the Coronavirus"; and [5] "any and all draft and 

final talking points on the Coronavirus. '' Exhibit A 

12. Plaintiffs also requested expedited processing and a fee waiver for this request. 

Exhibit A 

13. On Febmary I 8, 2020, CDC acknowledged receipt of the request and assigned 

reference number #20-006 10-FOIA to the matter. Exhibit B. 

14. ]n that same letter, CDC stated that the request is "overly broad" and sought 

clarification. Exhibit B. 

15. On February 18, 2020, Plaintiffs appealed CDC's claim that the request is overly 

broad and specified the timcframe of the records they seek. Exhibit C. 

16. On February 20, 2020, CDC rescinded its earlier letter and informed Plaintiffs 

that it would initiate search for the documents. Exhibit D. 

17. On February 21 , 2020, Plaintiffs and CDC agreed to limit the t imeframe of the 

request to December 19, 2019 through January 31, 2020. They also agreed to limit the search to 

the Director, of both CDC and the Centers involved in the search, and their immediate aides or 

deputies. Exhibit E. 

18. On February 25, 2020. CDC granted Plaintiffs expedited processing and sought 

an extension. Exhibit F, 

-4-
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19. On Febrnary 26, 2020, Plaintiffs further narrowed the timeframc of the search to 

February 1, 2020 through the present or when the search begins. CDC agreed to the na1rnwed 

timeframe. Exhibit G. 

20. On Febniary 28, 2020, CDC sent a letter to memorialize the scope of the request, 

given recent changes to date and search terms. Exhibit H. 

21 . As of the date of this filing, CDC has not issued a determination and has produced 

no records responsive to the request. 

MARCH 13, 2020, SECOND FOJA REQUEST TO CDC 

22. On March 13, 2020, Plaintiffs submitted a FOIA request to CDC for the following 

records from March I, 2020, to the date the search is conducted: [l] "all internal CDC studies on 

the Coronavirus/COVJD-19"; [2] ''any and all draft and fioal talking points on the 

Coronavirus/COVID-19"; [3] " [a]ny and all records mentioning or referring to pharmaceuticals 

or other means to treat the Coronavirus/COVID-19"; and [4] [a]ny and all records mentioning or 

referring to the classification of discussions with [the] White House officials and officials in the

Executive Office of the President and relating or refe1Ting to [the] Coronavirus/COVID-19.)1 

Exhibit I. 

23. Plaintiffs also requested expedited processing and a fee waiver. Exhibit I. 

24. On March 19, 2020> CDC acknowledged receipt of the request, assigned reference 

number 20-00910-FOIA to the matter, and granted expedited processing. Exhibit J. 

25. In that same letter, CDC placed the request on the complex track and info1mcd 

P1ain6ffs that it will be. "unable to comply with the twenty-working-day time limit" as well as 

"the ten additional days provided by the statute." Exhibit J. 

26. On March 20, 2020, CDC notified Plaintiffs that the request is ''overly broad" and 

sought clarification. Exhibit K. 

-5-
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27. Regarding Parts l a11d 2, CDC claimed that Plaintiffs "failed to specify a time 

frame and specific employees who should search." Exhibit K 

28. Regarding Parts 3 and 4, CDC stated that "the use of phrase 'any and all records 

mentioning or referring to' are too broad in that they fail to specify employees among the 

estimated 12,000 and they fail to specify a time frame." CDC also claimed that the phrase 

'
1men6oning or referring" is too vague and broad. Exhibit K. 

29. On March 20, 2020, Plaintiffs clarified the request by specifying a time frame of 

the search to January 1, 2020, to January 31, 2020, and March 1, 20201 through the date the 

search is conducted. Plaintiffs also provided a list of employees to search for the responsive 

records. Exhibit L. 

30. As of the date of this filing, CDC has not issued a determination and has produced 

no records responsive to the request. 

FEBRUARY 12, 2020, FOIA REQUEST TO FEMA 

31. On February 12, 2020, Plaintiffs submitted a FOlA request to FEMA for [1] "any 

and all contingency plans for aO Coronavirus outbreak in possession of FEMA"; [2] "any and all 

records mentioning or referring to said FEMA contingency plan document"; and [3] "any and all 

records, including but not limited to emails, letters, memos, in which FEMA officials discuss any 

contingency plans in the event of a[] Coronavirus outbreak." Exhibit M. 

32. On February 27, 2020, FEMA acknowledged receipt of the request and assigned 

reference number 2020-FEFO-00371 to the matter. Exhibit N. 

33. In that same letter, FEMA granted expedited processing. Exhibit N. 

34. On March 5, 2020, Plaintiffs and FEMA narrowed the scope of the request to [1] 

''all contingency plans for the members of public for a Coronavirus outbreak in possession of 

FEMA" and [2] "emails, memos, discussions, letters, conespondence mentioning or referring to 

- 6-
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FEMA eot;ttingeney plans for members of the public in the event of a Coronavirus outbreak from 

the following FEMA officials from January 7, 2020 - February 14, 2020: Carlos Castillo, Chad 

Gorman, Jeffrey Jackson: Pete Gaynor, Eric Heighberger, Myung Kim, Traci Clever, Eric 

Leckey, David Bibo, Jeffrey Dorko, Damon Penn, Keith Turi, John Rabin." Exhibit 0. 

3 5. On March 31, 2020, OHS inf ormcd Plaintiffs that the request is being rcfcm:d to 

OHS for review. Exhibit P. 

36. On April I, 2020, DHS assigned a new reference number, 2020-HQFO-00792, to 

the matter and granted expedited processing. Exhibit Q. 

37. As of the date of this filing, FEMA and OHS have not issued a determination and 

have produced no records responsive to the request. 

MARCH 15, 2020, FOIA REQUEST TO FDA 

38. On March 15, 2020, Plaintiffs submitted a FOlA request to FDA for the following 

records from January 1, 2020, to the date the search is conducted: 

[I] all internal FDA studies on the Coronavirus/COVID- 19; 

[2] any and all draft and final talking points on the Coronavirus/COVID-1 9; 

[3] any and all records mentioning or referring to pharmaceuticals or other means to 
treat the Coronavirus/COVJD-19; 

[4] any and all records mentioning or referring to the classification (SECRET, TOP 
SECRET, FUOU) of discussions with [the] White House officials and officials in the 
Executive Office of the President and relating or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-19; 

[5] any and all records exchanged with the White House and the Executive Office of 
the President mentioning or referring to Coronavirus/COVlD- 19; [ and] 

[6] any and all emails sent or received by the Office of the Commissioner, Office of 
the Executive Secreta1iat, Office of Clinical Policy Programs, Office of the Chief 
Scientist, Office of External Affairs, Office of Operations, Office of Policy, 
Legislation and International Affairs, Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research, 
Office of Vaccines, Research & Review, Center for Drug Evaluation and Research, [] 
mentioning or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-19 AND to any tweets by President 
Donald Trump mentioning or referring to Coronavi.rus/COVID-1 9 AND ' HOAX.' 
You may limit the search to the directors of each office and their deputies and the 
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chief scientists/doctors. The timcframc of this seat-ch is January 22, 2020, through the 
date the search for responsive records is conducted. 

Exhibit R. 

39. Plaintiffs also requested expedited processing and a fee waiver. Exhibit R. 

40. On March 26, 2020, FDA acknowledged receipt of the request and assigned 

reference number 2020-2591 to the matter. Exhibit S. 

41. On March 30, 2020, FDA granted expedited processing. Exhibit T. 

42. As of the date of this filing, FDA has not issued a determination and bas produced 

no records responsive to the request. 

MARCH 16, 2020, FOIA REQUEST TO NIH 

43. On March 16, 2020, Plaintiffs submitted a FOIA request to NLH for the following 

records from February 1, 2020, to the date the search is conducted: 

[I] All emails, text messages sent and received by Anthony [Fauci] mentioning or 
rcfening to Coronavirus/COVID-19; 

[2] All emails and text messages sent and received by Francis Sellers Collins and his 
imm.ediate deputy/aides mentioning or referring to Coronavirus/COVlD-19; 

[3] All intern.al NTH studies on the Coronavirus/COV]D-19; 

[4] All draft and final talking points on the Coronavirus/COVlD-19; 

[5] Any and all records mentioning or rcfcn-ing to pharmaceuticals or other means to 
treat the Coronavirus/COVID-1 9; 

[6] Any and all records mentioning or referring to the classification (SECRET, TOP 
SECRET, FOUO) of discussions with [the] White House officials and officials in the 
Executive Office of the President and relating or referring to Coronavirus/COVlD-19; 
[and] 

[7] Any and all records Mr. [Fauci] and Mr. Sellers exchanged with the White House 
and the Executive Office of the President and any member of the Coronavirus Task 
Force mentioning or referring to Coronavi.rus/COVID-19. 

Exhibit U. 

44. Plaintiffs also requested a fee waiver and expedited processing. Exhibit U. 
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45. On March 16, 2020, N1H acknowledged receipt of the request and assigned 

reference number 53768 to the matter. Exhibit V. 

46. On March 23, 2020, NIH granted Plaintiff's expedited processing. Exhibit W. 

47. As of the date of this filing, NIH has not issued a determination and has produced 

no records responsive to the request. 

MARCH 15, 2020, FOIA REQUEST TO HHS (COVID-19) 

48. On March 15, 2020, Plaintiffs submitted a FOJA request to HHS for the following 

records: 

[l] All internal ID-IS studies on the Coronavirus/COVID-19; 

[2] Any and all draft and final talking points on the Coronavirus/COVlD-19; 

[3] A listing identifying the number of ventilators the U.S. currently has to fight 
Coronavirns/COVlD-19; 

[4] Any and all records mentioning or referring to pharmaceuticals or other means to 
treat the Coronavirus/COVlD-19; 

[5] Any and all records mentioning or referring to the classification (SECRET, TOP 
SECRET, FOUO) of discussions with [the] Wl1itc House officials and officials in the 
Executive Office of the President and relating or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-19; 
[and] 

[6] Any and all records HHS Secretary Alex Azar exchanged with the White House 
and the Executive Office of the President and any member of the Coronavirus Task 
Force mentioning or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

Exhibjt X. 

49. Plaintiffs also requested expedited processing and a fee waiver. Exhibit X. 

50. On March 24, 2020, HHS assigned reference number 2020-00701-FOIA-OS to 

the matter and granted expedited processing. Exhibit Y. 

51. As of the date ohhis filing, HHS has not issued a determination and has produced 

no records responsive to the request. 

MARCH 16, 2020, FOIA REQUEST TO HHS (CYBERATTACK) 

-9-
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52. On March 16, 2020, Plaintiffs submitted a FOIA request to HHS seeking " any 

and all records, including reports of investigation, emails, text messages, memos, letters, 

directives, photographs, screcnshots, mentioning or referring to a eyberattack on HHS's website 

that took place on March 15, 2020." Exhibit Z. 

53. As a way of background, after a preluninary investigation, officials believe that a 

message-spread through texts, e-mails, and social media on or around March 15. 2020-that 

proclaimed a ''national lock down" in response to COVID-1 9 was related to this cybcrattack. 

54. Plaintiffs also requested expedited processing and a fee waiver. Exhibit Z. 

55. On March 24, 2020, HHS acknowledged receipt of the request and assigned 

reference number 2020-00758-FOIA-OS to the matter. Exhibit AA. 

56. On March 26, 2020, HHS claimed that Plaintiffs did not ''reasonably describe" the 

records they are seeking and asked to clarify the request. Exhibit BB. 

57. On March 26, 2020, Plaintiffs appealed that the requests were reasonably 

described in the original request and offered to narrow the request to the heads, deputies, and 

their immediate aides of each depaiiment. Exhibit CC. 

58. HHS never acknowledged the receipt of the appeal and never responded. 

59. As of the date of th.is filing, HHS has not i.ssucd a determination and has produced 

no records responsive to the request. 

COUNT I - CDC'S FlRST FOIA VIOLATJO~ 

60. The above paragraphs are incorporated herein. 

61. HHS and CDC are federal agencies, subject to FOJA. 

62. The requested records are not exempt under FOlA. 

63. HHS and CDC have refused to produce the requested materials m a timely 

manner. 
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COUNT U - CDC'S SECOND FOIA VIOLATION 

64. The above paragraphs are incorporated herein. 

65. HHS and CDC are federal agencies, subject to FOIA. 

66. The requested records are not exempt under FOIA. 

67. HHS and CDC have refused to produce the requested materials m a timely 

manner. 

COUNT 111-FEMA'S FOIA VIOLATION 

68. The above paragraphs are incorporated herein. 

69. DHS and FEMA arc federal agencies, subject to FOIA. 

70. The requested records are not exempt under FOIA. 

71. DHS and FEMA have refused to produce the requested materials in a timely 

manner. 

COUNT IV-FDA'S FOIA VIOLATION 

72. The above paragraphs are incorporated herein. 

73. FDA is a federal agency and subject to FOIA. 

74. The requested recol'ds are not exempt under FOIA. 

75. FDA has refused to produce the requested records in a timely manner. 

COUNTV -NJH'S FOJA VJOLATION 

76. The above paragraphs arc incorporated herein. 

77. NIH is a federal agency and subject to FOlA. 

78. The requested records are not exempt under FOIA. 

79. NJH has refused to produce the requested records in a timely manner. 

COUNT VJ - HHS'S FOIA VIOLATION (COVID-19) 

80. The above paragraphs are incmporated herein. 
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81. HHS is a federal agency, subject to FOIA. 

82. The requested records are not exempt under FOIA. 

83. HHS refused to produce the requested records in a timely manner. 

COUNT VII - HHS'S FOIA VIOLATION (CYBERATTACK) 

84. The above paragraphs are incorporated herein. 

85. HHS is a federal agency, subject to FOIA. 

86. The requested records are not exempt under FOIA. 

87. HHS refused to produce the requested records in a timely manner. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs ask the Court to: 

1. declare that Defendants have violated FOIA; 

11. order Defendants to conduct a reasonable search for records and to produce the 

requested records; 

111. enjoin Defendants from withholding non-exempt public records under FOIA; 

1v. award Plaintiffs attorneys' fees and costs; and 

v. award such other relief the Court considers appropriate. 

Dated: April 14, 2020 

- 12 -
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Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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Matthew Topic, D.C. Bar No. IL 0037 
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From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

Sent: 5/4/2020 3:41:06 PM 
To: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re]; Doepel, Laurie 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=7e395d705fce4852a2579e5a9e 1b5e11-ldoepel]; Bil let, Courtney (NI H/N IAI D) 
[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=7605eeb349ac41138b32fe3978e3986d-bi l I etc]; Awwad, David (N IH/N IAI D) 

[C] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=0a5171ce4c4d4110a bfe9aebfbdafbe 7-dawwad]; Leavey, Aaron (N IH/N IAID) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=446174fbcb1a4490aac68f484bcb52e9-aleavey] 

CC: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl]; Auch incl oss, Hugh 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=9304c753bb9e422c977dddab54da924b-auchincloss]; Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/cn=Recipients/en=0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72abfcbac8-jharper]; Gilles, Sharon (NI H/N IAI D) [E] 

[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/en=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm]; Conrad, Patricia 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Reci pients/ en= 7 ea3e3ea 7 daa432887 495d6825c9e588-con rad pa]; Eisinger, Robert 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/cn=Recipients/en=0bad2a8c45514ee48985880de6667 4ad-eisinger ]; Folkers, Greg (N IH/N IAID) 
[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=614c792839a146b9a8f87a1378519dbd-gfolkers]; Lerner, Andrea (NIH/NIAID) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =53254f4 fb04e4bcba be3 7940b4b41887-fen nel lya m]; Marston, Hi la ry 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =a b30660917b942ffba9ae95d631116f3-ma rston hd] 

Subject: david, aaron RE: New litigation 53768 
Attachments: NIH FOIA Request - 53768! b6 idocx; 53768Search.docx 

i,•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

Aaron and David, 

Can you please execute ASAP a CIT pull on all mails sent and received by Anthony Fauci mentioning or referring to 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 dated Feb 1, 2020 to the date of search. 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 11:29 AM ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [EJ.~C::::::::::iiiC:::::::·-·-·-·;Doepel, Laurie (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 ! 
Bi 11 et Co u rtn e N I H /NI Al D E ~ b6 !·-·-·- "·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

, y ( ) [ l ;·-·-·-·-·•·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-;_·_·_·_·_·_·_·, !·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
Cc: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El <i b6 !; Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 ! 
Subject: FW: New litigation 53768 

j_ j l---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-" 

Importance: High 

As you may be aware, we are being sued by Buzzfeed news. Please see the email below from Gorka (NIH FOIA 
Officer). Please advise on the information requested in Letter A. 

Marg 



From: Ga rci a-Ma I en e, Gorka ( N I H / 0 D) [ E] {___ ___________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___1 

~~ ~~:c ~o~~e~ :\~ ~~ ; ~ ~ i: i I~~~~~ E~[~~~~~~~~~~~fiif ~~~~~~~~~-:.·:.J Moo re, Marg ( N I H /NI Al D) [ E] [·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-."J 

Cc: Bo rd in e, Roger ( N I H / 0 D) [ E] L_ ______________________ ~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·_j I H FO I A [~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~If~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~] 
Subject: RE: New litigation 53768 
Importance: High 

Good morning, 

I wanted to update you on Friday's hearing. The Court is holding the motion for a preliminary injunction in abeyance for 
the time being and has scheduled another hearing for May 8 to revisit the issue with more information. In advance of 
this Friday's hearing, DOJ would like more information from the various defendants, including NIH. I believe that I can 
respond to the various new questions posed thus far. 

In the meantime, Plaintiff has identified what his priorities are in terms of records production (below, with my 
comments in brackets and blue and DOJ's in green): 

A) Emails and text messages sent and received by Anthony Fauci mentioning or referring to 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 dated Feb 1, 2020 to the date of search; followed by, 

[Emails: Unless these records have already been produced, I'd like to seek permission from the NIAID EO to 
conduct an IT pu ll for these records. Can you seek this approval from your EO if applicable? If the records 
haven't al ready been provided to you and you receive approval from your EO to run an IT search for these 
records, I' ll contact IT - copying you, directing them to conduct the search.] 

[Texts: I can't think of a way to pull these short of asking Dr. Fauci to do that - which I don't th ink necessary 
at th is t ime. IT may have more information on this issue.] 

B) internal NIH studies on the Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

[The "studies" request was the subject of pre-suit discussions between the parties, It appears that NIH 
wants Plaintiffs to identify studies that are already publicly available on certain websites. We are looking for 
"internal" studies, not what NIH has released online or studies published by others and provided on Publ\/led 
etc. If there are no such studies beyond what was published online, please let us know, If there is an index 
of internal studies_, we'd be happy to look at that to potentially narrow.] 

[Does the above comment from DOJ help at all in terms of identifying any responsive studies? If not, can 
you provide a counterpoint on what more clarification NIAID would need?] 

Thanks in advance for any information you can provide. 

Gorka 

From: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [E]: b6 j 
Sent: Thursday, Apr i I 30, 2 0 2 0 7: 2 0 PM'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

To: Garcia-Malene, Gorka (NIH/OD) [E] ~ b6 ~; Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E] 
!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-: L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

<1 b6 1 

C~: Bordine, Roger (NIH/OD) [El <i b6 i NIH FOIA L._ _________________ ~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i Subject: RE: New Ii ti gat ion 5 3 7 68 ; ___________________________________________________ ! 

NIAID FOIA is teleworking 100%. I do not know about the rest of the Institute. 



Robin L. Schofield, MPS 
FOIA Coordinator 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

From: Garcia-Malene, Gorka (NIH/OD) [El <i. .............. ~~ .............. -.J 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 7: 19lM•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, ; ! 

To: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [Ei b6 iMoore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El j b6 ! 
~~ ~ f: ;t~ i;:; ~: ~ ~i ~ i~~ ~ {0~ D ~ i ~ ~1·-·-:::::::::::::::::::::~:6-::::::::::::::::::::::::FiH._F O I A L.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~·~-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-l '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Thanks, Robin. Do you know whether NIAID is teleworking 100%? 

From: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 7: 17 PM ................................................................. , 
TQ; .. G.9!.fl.9.:.M.91.~D.~, .. 0.Q.r~.9..(NIH/OD) [El~ b6 r; Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El l b6 i l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-' 

Cc: .. B.orciin·e~··Roger··u,i"1H/Ob) [ El J···················fis·····················: NIH FO IA ~···················i>·G···················i 

Subject: RE: New litigation 53768 L ................................................ i '············································ 

See answers below. 

Robin L. Schofield, MPS 
FOIA Coordinator 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

From: Garcia-Malene, Gorka (NIH/OD) [El~ b6 ... ] 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 6:40 PM , .................................................... , 
To: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El <! ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ii"s······················J; Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 i 

I 
1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 ,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 1-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Cc: Bordine, Roger (NIH OD) [El <1 b6 !; NIH FOIA! b6 ! 
l---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Subject: New litigation 53768 

Importance: High 

Hi Marg and Robin, 

Please see the attached complaint in connection with NIH FOIA 53768. 

For a bit of context, here's a chronology of the request thus far: The request was filed on March 16. We acknowledged, 
granting expedited processing, on March 23. The request was sent to NIAID that same day, and NIAID replied seeking 

clarification item# 3 of the request. I was informed late this afternoon that the plaintiff has filed for a preliminary 

injunction right out of the box, seeking to compel CDC, HHS, FEMA, DHS, FDA and NIH to produce records at a brisk clip 
of 2,500 pages/ month. The motion for the preliminary injunction was filed and granted today, and scheduled for 

tomorrow at 10 am. Needless to say, OGC is pretty shocked at the short turnaround. 

I just spoke with OGC and requested a postponement. However, OGC is not optimistic that one will be granted. 

Tomorrow's hearing is intended to negotiate a briefing schedule on the Preliminary Injunction motion. What this means 

is that the Court wants to put some dates on the calendar for when each party will present their legal arguments for or 

against the production of records before it hears arguments on underlying merits of the case. OGC would appreciate a 

bit of background despite the extremely short turnaround: the judge gave the government mere hours to prepare. 



If possible, for the portions applicable to NIAID, please provide what information you have on the below questions: 

1) Has the search gone to custodians? YES 

2) Has the search been conducted? - UNKNOWN 

a. If not, why not? 

b. If so, how many documents are involved? 

3) Has the mandatory telework policy affected our processing of requests? If so, how? - NOT THUS FAR 

4) Has the pandemic affected our processing of requests? If so, how? (I think this is our best argument ... ) - YES, 

the records custodians, particularly Dr. Fauci and his staff are working 24/7 to advise the White House, inform 

the public, and develop a vaccine and therapeutics for the virus. 

Please provide me what you can by 9:30 am tomorrow at the latest. The more time I have on my end, the more time I 
have to bolster your responses on this end. 

Sorry for the bad news. With any questions, I'm available atl_ _____________ ~~---·-·-·-·-___] 

Gorka 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Freedom of Information Office 
5601 Fishers Lane, Room 6G50 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Tel (301) 451-5109 

Fax (301) 480-0904/ Email foia@niaid .nih .gov 

Memorandum 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

April 21, 2020 

Greg Folkers/Laurie Doepel, 1OD 

Margaret Moore 

NIAID/OCGR/FOIA Office 

Public Health Service 

National Institutes of Health 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Subject: Request for Records Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

REQUESTER:[ _______ b6 _______ ~53768 - for NIAID input) 

Response Due: May 5, 2020 

i b6 i (Buzzfeed News) has submitted a FOIA request to NIH FOIA for the following: 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

"All emails, text messages sent and received by Anthony Facui mentioning or referring to 
Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

All emails and text messages sent and received by Francis Sellers Collins and his immediate 
deputy/aides mentioning or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-19 

All internal NIH studies on the Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

All draft and final talking points on the Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

Any and all records mentioning or referring to pharmaceuticals or other means to treat 
the Coronavirus/COVID-19. 

Any and all records mentioning or referring to the classification (SECRET, TOP SECRET, FOUO) of 
discussions with White House officials and officials in the Executive Office of the President 
and relating or referring to Coronavirus/COVID-19. By way of background, news reports have 
stated that the White House directed discussions to be classified. 



Any and all records Mr. Facui and Mr. Setters exchanged with the White House and the Executive 
Office of the President and any member of the Coronavirus Task Force mentioning or referring 
to Coronavirus/COVI0-19. 

Any and all records from NIH senior leadership mentioning or referring to Donald Trump's tweets 
and Coronavirus/COVID-19" 

A copy of the request is attached (Attach me ht #1}. 

In accordance with the FOIA, the NIAID FOIA office has 20 working days in which to make a 
determination to grant or deny access to the records. Please search all of your electronic and hard 
copy files as appropriate and provide a response using the following guidelines/checklist: 

□ 1 complete copy of all records responsive to the request w ith no markings (clean copy}. The 
clean copy must include ALL of the documents regardless of whether they are all releasable. 
Either hard copies or electronic copies are acceptable. 

o Hard copies 
■ Single sided 
• Reverse chronological order 
• No staples or paper clips 
• Duplicates removed 

o Electronic copies 
• Same as hard copies 
• .pdf, .doc, .xis, pps etc. files are fine 
• E-mail files should be in .pst or .msg format 
• CD, USB drive or e-mail 

□ 1 copy of records with your indications of what you believe should be withheld using one of 
the Exemptions to the FOIA (highlighted copy). 

o The FOIA is a disclosure statute with 9 Exemptions. At NIH, we essentially have 4 
exemptions available to us. A detailed description and links to additional 

information is attached to this memo (Attachment 2). If the information does not 
meet one of these 4 Exemptions, it CANNOT be withheld. 

D A completed NIAID Search and Review Worksheet for each person who searched for and 
reviewed documents (Attachment 3). 

Please do NOT have individuals in your Office/Division send documents directly to the NIAID FOIA 
Office unless specifically asked to do so. All responsive documents should be returned to you for 
review and collating to ensure the consistency of the requested redactions, elimination of 
duplicates, and completeness of the response. If the requested documents do not exist, please 

provide a written statement that explains how you searched for the records (which office(s} were 
searched; what places were searched, i.e., desk, computers, files, and boxes; and how you 
searched, i.e., manually, electronically, etc). A no-records response gives the requestor the 



administrative right to appeal. The appeal will challenge how we searched for records. Therefore, 
a written statement of your search is very important. 

Please note that NIAID is not required to create documents in response to a FOIA request. In 
addition, please let us know if you know of other NIAID individuals who have responsive records. 

If you have any questions or concerns, we can be reached weekdays between 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
at {301} 451-5109 or foia@niaid.nih.gov. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Attachment 1- FOIA Request fromi b6 i 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Attachment 2 - FOIA Exemptions 
Attachment 3 - NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 



Attachment 2: Exemptions from Disclosure under the FOIA 

• Exemption 3 is used for information that is not releasable because of a Federal statute other than 
the FOIA. One example that we have used in the recent past is the protection of information 
pertaining to the transport of biological agents under the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism 
Preparedness and Response Act of 2002. Another example is that some portions of some financial 
disclosure documents are exempt from release under the Ethics in Government Act. 

• Exemption 4 is used for information such as trade secrets or proprietary information. Examples of 
trade secrets are: a formula for a drug or a design plan for a piece of equipment. This is information 
that is NOT in the public domain AND is commercial or financial in nature. Exemption 4 does not 
protect information simply because it is not published. Exemption 4 material will be identified by 
the grantee/contractor. The grantee/contractor will be required to articulate how the release of the 
information will cause SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL HARM. The justification should include: 1) the 
names of actual competitors; 2) a detailed explanation of how the information could be used to 
cause financial harm; and 3) the dollar value of the harm. If the grantee/contractor requests that 
information be withheld under Exemption 4, the NIAID FOIA Office will then send the information to 

the designated program official to review and indicate either concurrence or revision. As the 
content matter experts, it will be up to the designated NIAID program official to determine 
whether the requested information meets the criteria for withholding under Exemption 4. SBIRs 
are handled slightly differently. If requested by the grantee, SBIR information is protected from 
disclosure for 4 years under Section 8(b)(2) of Policy Directive 15 U.5.C 638. 

• Exemption 5 is used for information that would be protected in civil litigation. There are four types 
of information that fall under Exemption 5: 

1) Deliberative Process: information must be predecisional AND express an opinion. We use 
this to protect information like unfunded grant applications, reviewers' comments, staff 

recommendations, nominations, etc. 
2) Attorney-work product: information prepared by an attorney in contemplation of litigation 
3) Attorney-client: request for advice from NIH Legal Counsel 
4) Government commercial interest: confidential business information generated by the 

government (this would include Intramural research with commercial value). 
Exemption 5 material is discretionary, meaning we can choose not to assert it. The older the 
information, the harder it is to protect under Exemption 5. If challenged, the US Attorney will not 
defend our use of Exemption 5 unless we can articulate the harm to NIH if the information is 

released. PLEASE NOTE: Exemption 5 is only used for internal government documents. If anyone 
outside the government is included, it is no longer internal and not covered by Exemption 5. 

• Exemption 6 is used for personal information such as identifiable patient information, home phone 
numbers or addresses, dates of birth, social security numbers, Institutional Base Salary, etc. We 
have a standard list of items that we routinely withhold under Exemption 6. 

NOTE: Exemption 2 used to be available to withhold information "related solely to the internal personnel 
rules and practices of an agency." While this used to be interpreted very broadly, the US Supreme Court 



ruling in Milnerv. Department of the Navy severely limited the use of this Exemption. NIH FOIA has 
determined that Exemption 2 is no longer available to us. 

Exemption 7 protects from disclosure information in a law enforcement file under certain conditions. It is 
onlv used at the NIH level. 



Attachment 3: NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 

To: NIAID FOIA Specialist 

From: 

Date: 

Re: FOIA Request Number 53768 (: b6 i- for NIAID input 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-I 

We were asked to search for materials that respond to the above-listed FOIA request. We were asked to 
respond by May 5, 2020. The following summarizes the results of this search: 

Section A 
The search for responsive documents was conducted as follows: 

Date someone began and completed looking: ______ _ 

Total time: It took ___ hours to search for material. 

Rate 1: GS-01 - GSOB Rate 2: GS09 - GS14 Rate 3: GS15 and above 

Rate of 
Time spent 

searcher: Place(s) searched and why chosen to search 
(minutes) 

1, 2, or 3 

Total time: It took ___ _ hours to review the responsive documents. 

Section B Please check the appropriate line(s). 

_ Responsive information was located and is attached. I have reviewed the enclosed records and find 

that no material should be withheld. I approve the release of the records. 

_ No responsive information was located; the places listed in Section B were searched. I have 
attached a memo further detailing the search. 

_ Information was located, but NIAID would be harmed if certain sections were released. I have 

compiled the information, identified these sections, and included a justification memo explaining the 
harm. The information and memo are attached. 

APPROVAL FOR ACTION AS MARKED: 

Name Date 



From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

Sent: 6/6/20219:13:13 PM 
To: NIAID OD AM [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Admin ist ra t ive Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipient s/ cn=8b9ef66c6c774c23bbe00d03479ce7c3-NIAID OD AM] 

Subject: FW: Buzzfeed Li t igation - Document Preservation Letter ,--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
Attachments: Fauci_Document Preservation Let ter.pdf; NIH FOIA Request - 53768 i b6 ~ocx; 20-722, Amended Complaint.pdf 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

This is the spring 2020 Buzzfeed litigation and note from HHS OGC I was referring to at the 
a.m. meeting 

From: Driggs, Scott S (HHS/OGC) , ____ b_6 ______ . 
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2 0 2 0 8: 5 3 ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! ,--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

To: Fauci, Anthony (NIH/NIAID) [El :4.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_b6 ___________________ _L_ennr,ad, Patricia (NIH/NIAID) [El; b6 i 
Cc: Goulding, Michael (HH~/Q.0J1~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.b_6 _________ 

0 
i Craig, Martha (HHS/OGC) { b6 !;·-· 

Gibson, Megan ( OS/ OG c) {_ ________________________ b6 __________________________ r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Subject: Buzzfeed Litigation - Document Preservation Letter 

Dear Dr. Fauci, 

As you may know, a lawsuit has been filed in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia concerning a 

Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") request to the National Institutes of Health. In the request, Plaintiffs seek, among 

other things, "All emails [and] text messages sent and received by [you] mentioning or referring to Cornnavirus/COVID·· 

19." The timeframe covered by this request is February 1., 2020 to the date the search is conducted. I have attached 

copies of the Amended Complaint and the FOIA request for your reference. Plaintiffs have expressed interest in 

whether the agency will ensure potentially responsive agency records that may reside in your text message account(s) 
will not be deleted. 

Accordingly_, I write to request that you take all necessary and reasonable steps to ensure preservation of any and all 

agency records and potential agency records that would be responsive to and fall within the timeframe for the attached 
request that may reside in your text message account(s). If there is any doubt as to whether particular text messages 

should be retained, please preserve those messages until you have had a chance to consult with the Office of the 
General Counsel at the Department of Health and Human Services ("HHS'-'). 

Failure to preserve relevant records could adversely impact HHS in this matter. 

Finally, to the extent you identify agency records in your possession that have not already been copied to an official HHS 
record-keeping system, we ask that you do so promptly. See 44 U.S.C. § 3:l.05(1). You can send them to my attention or 

contact me to discuss how to facilitate their return to HHS. 

I appreciate your cooperation with and attention to this matter. Please advise me by May 2.8, 202.0, that you received 

and will comply with this request. Should you have any questions, please contact me or the lead attorney on this 

litigation: Megan Gibson,~ b6 : 
~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Sincerely, 

Scott 

Scott S. Driggs 



Acting Deputy General Counsel 

Office of the General Counsel 

US Der.:iartment of Health and Human Services 

Cel I: !._ _____________ b6 ______________ i 



From: 

Sent: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

5/22/2020 5:46:08 PM 

To: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm] 

Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #54052 ! b6 f Judicial Watch) 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

U2! 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
! i 

I b 6 lstants: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

! i 
! i 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Disdaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECIED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [E] b6 
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2020 11:59 AM 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E][ __________________________ ~~~---·-·-! 
Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #54052 j b6 !- Judicial Watch) 

'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 



Will do. 

Have a great weekend! 

With Appreciation, 

Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 

31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Mo bi le :l._ _____________ b6 _______________ i 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is 
not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage 
devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept liability for any statement made that are sender's own and not 
expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El <,_,._,._,._,._,._,._,._,._,._,._._,_,~~ .................... ,= ....... --i 
Sent: Friday, May 22, 2020 11:05 AM 

To: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El <--·-·-·-·-·-·--,,·-·-·-~~,,.---·-·-.-,-·-·-·-·-·J 

Subject: Re: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #54052 (: _______ b6 _______ : Judicial Watch) 

ShRon, that would be great if you dont mind! David 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

On May 22, 2020, at 10:17, Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El <i b6 r wrote: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Hello David. I am not coordinating this response for everyone in OD. That said, I am happy to do this for 
you when I do it for Dr. Auchincloss. I am going to submit the request today. Please let me know if you 
would like me to do this FOi review for you as well. 

With Appreciation, 

Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 

Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 

31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
MO bi I e : r·-·-·-·-·-·b-6·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

! i 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 



Disclaimer: 
The information in th is e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information. It should not be used 
by anyone who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it 
from your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept 
liability for any statement made that are sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El:__ b6 ! 
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 ~;_-5..~.-~M.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 1; Doepel, Laurie (NIH/NIAID) [El 
[-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·h"s"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~; Auch in~loss, Hugh (NI H/N IAI D) [El {-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-"tis-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-]; McGowan, 

John J. (NIH/NIAID) [El L. b6 ; Lane, Cliff (NIH/NIAID) [El <clam,@niaid.nih.gov>; 
Handley, Gray (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i; Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El 

[____ b6 .E Stu
0

mpo, Dante (NIH/NIAID) [El c-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bf"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-"}; Green, Wade 

( N I H/ NI Al D) [ El t::::::::=::::cn:::::::,g~""::::::::::::::n:::::::) 

~c:_ Billet, _Courtney (NI H/NIAI Dl_ [El ~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~; N IAID FOIA Office 
: b6 : ◄----------------------------~,---· 

Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #54052 (j ______ b6 _____ !-Judicial Watch) 

Greg, Hugh, JJ, Cliff, Gray, David - Please see the attached Program Search and FOi request from Judicial 

Watch. We are asking you for records responsive to Item #1 only. 

Dante, Wade - We are asking you for records responsive to Item #2 only. 

Thank you. 
Marg 



From: 

Sent: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

9/10/2020 5:59:11 PM 

To: 

CC: 

Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm] 

Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

Subject: 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Reci pients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re] 

RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #54052i b6 !-Judicial Watch) 
j_ ________________ .i 

Hallelujah! And thanks. Another one bites the dust. May the rest soon follow. Thank you! 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

I b 6 rnts: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

! i 
! i 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Disclaimer: 1hls message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El j b6 ! 
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 ;i":Of PM-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 ! 
Cc: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 :-· 

l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #54052 ( _____ b6 ____ ___: Judicial Watch) 

Hello David. I wanted to let you know I talked to Marg about this today and she advised this FOi is closed. The NIH OD 
handled and we can stand-down on reviewing NIAID documentation. 

Wanted to close the look with you. 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Mob i I e :[ ______________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is 
not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage 
devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept liability for any statement made that are sender's own and not 
expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El<~ b6 : 
~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Sent: Friday, May 22, 2020 11:05 AM 

To: G i II es, Sh a ro n (NI H/ N IAI D) [ El <l _______________________ b6 ___ ,.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-l 
Subject: Re: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #54052 (! b6 i Judicial Watch) 

i..,_, ________________ ! 

ShRon, that would be great if you dont mind! David 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

On May 22, 2020, at 10:17, Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [Ell b6 :wrote: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Hello David. I am not coordinating this response for everyone in OD. That said, I am happy to do this for 
you when I do it for Dr. Auchincloss. I am going to submit the request today. Please let me know if you 
would like me to do this FOi review for you as well. 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 



National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892 

Mo bi le :i._ _____________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

Disclaimer: 
The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information. It should not be used 
by anyone who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it 
from your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) shall not accept 
liability for any statement made that are sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives. 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2020 9!:.58.AM ______________________________________ ! 

To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El 1 b6 ____ ]Doepel, Laurie (NIH/NIAID) [El 
r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b«f-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1.Au.chi.odos.s...J:IWib.JN.Ll:l/N I A I D) [ El c-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b-6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·_~--]v1 CG O wa n, 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 b6 ! ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

John J. (NIH/NIAID) [El <\.·-·=-··--· .. ,7_.-.,.--,-,. . .,_._,,, _____ ~ Lane, Cliff (NIH/NIAID) [El 1 b6 p,; 
Handley, Gray (NI H/N IAI D) [E[~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bif-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J Morens, David (NI ~/KllATDTfEr-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

[·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-fis·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J.?.!~-~-e?.L_q_?!1te (NI H/N IAI D) [El [::::::::::::::::::::~r::::::::::::::::::]>; Green, Wade 

(NIH/NIAID) [El 1 b6 _ _j 

;-·C.C.:_.BiU.et .. .C.o.urtn.e\l.JNU:1/NIAJD.l.JEl <] b6 !; NIAID FOIA Office 
L ______________________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ~ ;_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~---1 

Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #54052! _______ ~-~----___iJudicial Watch) 

Greg, Hugh, JJ, Cliff, Gray, David - Please see the attached Program Search and FOi request from Judicial 
Watch. We are asking you for records responsive to Item #1 only. 

Dante, Wade - We are asking you for records responsive to Item #2 only. 

Thank you. 
Marg 



From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

Sent: 4/29/2020 2:02:53 PM 

To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =614c 792839a 146b9a8f87 a 13 78519d bd-gfol kers] 

Subject: Fwd: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi Case #54052 ! b6 t Judicia l Watch) 

Attachments: Search54052.docx; ATT0000l.htm; PAL Request For~ (1).pdf; ATT00002.htm 

Greg, repeating myself question from last week, is this something David Awwad can/is planning to help with, or should I 

try to do these and the others on my own. D 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: " Moo re, Marg ( N I H/ NI Al D) [El" L _____________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·~·-·-·-·-·-i 
Date: April 29, 2020 at 10:00:11 EDT 

To;_'~E.alkers •. Gree_LI\IJ.H/~ IA ID) [El" <( ______________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J, "Doe pe I, Laurie (NIH/NI Al D) [El" 
~ b6 i, "Auch in cl o ss, Hu h ( N I H /NIA ID) [El" !·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-6f·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

I I g 1-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•• 

"McGowan, John J. (NIH/NIAID) [El" f-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-fiif"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-r, "Lane, Cliff (NIH/NIAID) [El" 

i b6 i "Handley, Gr~y (NIH/NIAID) [El" C.:~_:~_:~.:=~.:~_:~_:~~.:~=~i>r~~~_:~_:~.:=~.:~_:~~_:~_:~_:~_:J'Morens, David 
1
( NI H/N IAI° D )-1 El,,· ~---·-·-·-·-·L----·-·-·-·i;s·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~ "Stum po, Dante (NI H/N IAI D) [El" ~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·b-6·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-~ 

"Green, Wade ( N IH/Nf Aii5f (E f -~:::::::.:::::::::::::bs=·-·"'-·-·-·-·-·-·7 '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Cc: "Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [El" l-------·-·-·-·-·-·b6·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
1 

NIAID FOIA Office 
{-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6 -·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-: 

Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: FOi ·case #54052 {L_ _____ b6 ___ __J Judicial Watch) 

Greg, Hugh, JJ, Cliff, Gray, David - Please see the attached Program Search and FOi request from Judicial 

Watch. We are asking you for records responsive to Item #1 only. 

Dante, Wade - We are asking you for records responsive to Item #2 only. 

Thank you. 

Marg 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Freedom of Information Office 
5601 Fishers Lane, Room 6G50 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892 
Tel (301) 451-5109 

Fax (301) 480-0904/ Email foia@niaid .nih .gov 

Memorandum 

Date: April29,2020 

To: Greg Folkers/Laurie Doepel (Item #1 only) 

From: 

Greg Folkers (Item #1 only) 
Hugh Auchincloss (Item #1 only) 
John McGowan (Item #1 only) 
Cliff Lane (Item #1 only) 
Gray Handley (Item #1 only) 
David Morens (Item #1 only) 

Dante Stumpo (Item #2 only) 
Wade Green (Item #2 only) 

Margaret Moore 

NIAID/OCGR/FOIA Office 

Public Health Service 

National Institutes of Health 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Subject: Request for R~_c.o_[d.s_Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

REQUESTER: i b6 [#54052) 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Response Due: May 13, 2020 

i b6 i (Judicial Watch) has filed a request for the following: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

1. All internal NIAID communications regarding the Wuhan Institute of Virology in Wuhan, 
China. The requester was asked to identify the offices or staff members that he would like 
searched for internal communications related to the Wuhan Institute of Virology and 
responded "With regards to Item 1, I would like the internal communications of the 
following officials: Anthony Fauci, MD; Hugh Auchincloss, M.D; John J. McGowan, Ph.D.; 
H. Clifford Lane, M.D.; Robert W. Eisinger, Ph.D.; Gregory K. Folkers, M.S., M.P.H.; Gray 
Handley, M.S.P.H.; and David M. Morens, M.D .. 
PLEASE NOTE: WE ARE INTERPRETING INTERNAL EMAILS TO MEAN EMAILS WITHIN NIAID 
ONLY. 



2. All agreements, contracts and related documents between NIAID and the Wuhan institute 
of Virology. 

3. All records, including agreements, funds disbursement records and related NIAID 
communications regarding a reported $3. 7 million in grants provided by NIH to the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology. The requester confirmed that he is seeking a copy of the 
grant with the id number R01Al10964 "Understanding the Risk of Bat Coronavirus 
Emergence." This grant was not awarded to the Wuhan Institute of Virology, but rather 
to EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. 

A copy of the request is attached (Attachment #1). 

In accordance with the FOIA, the NIAID FOIA office has 20 working days in which to make a 
determination to grant or deny access to the records. Please search all of your electronic and hard 
copy files as appropriate and provide a response using the following guidelines/checklist: 

D 1 complete copy of all records responsive to the request with no markings (clean copy). The 
clean copy must include ALL of the documents regardless of whether they are all releasable. 
Either hard copies or electronic copies are acceptable. 

o Hard copies 
• Single sided 
• Reverse chronological order 
• No staples or paper clips 
• Duplicates removed 

o Electronic copies 
• Same as hard copies 
• .pdf, .doc, .xis, pps etc. files are fine 
• E-mail files should be in .pst or .msg format 
• CD, USB drive or e-mail 

D 1 copy of records with your indications of what you believe should be withheld using one of 
the Exemptions to the FOIA (highlighted copy). 

o The FOIA is a disclosure statute with 9 Exemptions. At NIH, we essentially have 4 
exemptions available to us. A detailed description and links to additional 
information is attached to this memo (Attachment 2). If the information does not 
meet one of these 4 Exemptions, it CANNOT be withheld. 

0 A completed NIAID Search and Review Worksheet for each person who searched for and 
reviewed documents {Attachment 3). 

Please do NOT have individuals in your Office/Division send documents directly to the NIAID FOIA 
Office unless specifically asked to do so. All responsive documents should be returned to you for 
review and collating to ensure the consistency of the requested redactions, elimination of 
duplicates, and completeness of the response. If the requested documents do not exist, please 



provide a written statement that explains how you searched for the records (which office(s} were 

searched; what places were searched, i.e., desk, computers, files, and boxes; and how you 
searched, i.e., manually, electronically, etc}. A no-records response gives the requester the 
administrative right to appeal. The appeal will challenge how we searched for records. Therefore, 
a written statement of your search is very important. 

Please note that NIAID is not required to create documents in response to a FOIA request. In 
addition, please let us know if you know of other NIAID individuals who have responsive records. 

If you have any questions or concerns, we can be reached weekdays between 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
at {301} 451-5109 or foia@niaid.nih.gov. Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Attachment 1- FOIA Request from! b6 ii 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Attachment 2 - FOIA Exemptions 
Attachment 3 - NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 



Attachment 2: Exemptions from Disclosure under the FOIA 

• Exemption 3 is used for information that is not releasable because of a Federal statute other than 
the FOIA. One example that we have used in the recent past is the protection of information 
pertaining to the transport of biological agents under the Public Health Security and Bioterrorism 
Preparedness and Response Act of 2002. Another example is that some portions of some financial 
disclosure documents are exempt from release under the Ethics in Government Act. 

• Exemption 4 is used for information such as trade secrets or proprietary information. Examples of 
trade secrets are: a formula for a drug or a design plan for a piece of equipment. This is information 
that is NOT in the public domain AND is commercial or financial in nature. Exemption 4 does not 
protect information simply because it is not published. Exemption 4 material will be identified by 
the grantee/contractor. The grantee/contractor will be required to articulate how the release of the 
information will cause SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL HARM. The justification should include: 1) the 
names of actual competitors; 2) a detailed explanation of how the information could be used to 
cause financial harm; and 3) the dollar value of the hartn. If the grantee/contractor requests that 
information be withheld under Exemption 4, the NIAID FOIA Office will then send the information to 

the designated program official to review and indicate either concurrence or revision. As the 
content matter experts, it will be up to the designated NIAID program official to determine 
whether the requested information meets the criteria for withholding under Exemption 4. SB I Rs 
are handled slightly differently. If requested by the grantee, SBIR information is protected from 
disclosure for 4 years under Section 8(b)(2) of Policy Directive 15 U.S.C 638. 

• Exemption 5 is used for information that would be protected in civil litigation. There are four types 
of information that fal l under Exemption 5: 

1) Deliberative Process: information must be predecisional AND express an opinion. We use 
this to protect information like unfunded grant applications, reviewers' comments, staff 

recommendations, nominations, etc. 
2) Attorney-work product: information prepared by an attorney in contemplation of litigation 
3) Attorney-client: request for advice from NIH Legal Counsel 
4) Government commercial interest: confidential business information generated by the 

government (this would include Intramural research with commercial value). 
Exemption 5 material is discretionary, meaning we can choose not to assert it. The older the 
information, the harder it is to protect under Exemption 5. If challenged, the US Attorney will not 
defend our use of Exemption 5 unless we can articulate the harm to NIH if the information is 

released. PLEASE NOTE: Exemption 5 is only used for internal government documents. If anyone 
outside the government is included, it is no longer internal and not covered by Exemption 5. 

• Exemption 6 is used for personal information such as identifiable patient information, home phone 
numbers or addresses, dates of birth, social security numbers, Institutional Base Salary, etc. We 
have a standard list of items that we routinely withhold under Exemption 6. 

NOTE: Exemption 2 used to be available to withhold information "related solely to the internal personnel 
rules and practices of an agency." While this used to be interpreted very broadly, the US Supreme Court 



ruling in Milnerv. Department of the Navy severely limited the use of this Exemption. NIH FOIA has 
determined that Exemption 2 is no longer available to us. 

Exemption 7 protects from disclosure information in a law enforcement file under certain conditions. It is 
onlv used at the NIH level. 



Attachment 3: NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 

To: NIAID FOIA Specialist 

From: 

Date: 
Re: FOIA Request Number 54052! b6 _____ j 

We were asked to search for materials that respond to the above-listed FOIA request. We were asked to 
respond by May 13, 2020. The following summarizes the results of this search: 

Section A 
The search for responsive documents was conducted as follows: 

Date someone began and completed looking: ______ _ 

Total time: It took ___ hours to search for material. 

Rate 1: GS-01 - GSOB Rate 2: GS09 - GS14 Rate 3: GS15 and above 

Rate of 
Time spent 

searcher: Place(s) searched and why chosen to search 
(minutes) 

1, 2, or 3 

Total time: It took ___ _ hours to review the responsive documents. 

Section B Please check the appropriate line(s). 

_ Responsive information was located and is attached. I have reviewed the enclosed records and find 

that no material should be withheld. I approve the release of the records. 

_ No responsive information was located; the places listed in Section B were searched. I have 
attached a memo further detailing the search. 

_ Information was located, but NIAID would be harmed if certain sections were released. I have 

compiled the information, identified these sections, and included a justification memo explaining the 
harm. The information and memo are attached. 

APPROVAL FOR ACTION AS MARKED: 

Name Date 



Submit New Request 

To modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 

!__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· j 

Judicial Watch 
425 Third Street, S.W. 

l __________ b6 ·-·-·-·-· i 
Washington, DC 20024 
Phone '.(_ _____________ b6 ______________ i 

! b6 ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Requester Default Category: Others 

or 
Institute or Center Name 
Request Type 
Requester Category 

Description 

Date Range for Record 
Search:From 
Date Range for Record 
Search:To 
Consent 
Proof of Identity 

Willing Amount 
Fee Waiver Requested 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 

Expedite Reason 

NIAID 
FOIA 
Educational/Non-Commercial/Scientific 

2. All agreements, contracts and 
Virology. 
3. All records, including agreements, funds disbursement records and related NIAID 
communications regarding a reported $3.7 million in grants provided by NIH to the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology. 

01/01/2013 

04/22/2020 

$25 
Yes 
Judicial Watch, Inc. is a non-profit educational organization under Section 501 (c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code whose mission is to investigate, expose and educate the public about 
waste, fraud and abuse in the government. 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject : 

Fyi 

Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BOH F 23SPDL T)/CN=RE Cl Pt ENTS/CN=614C792839A146B9A8F87 A 13 78519DBD-GFOU(ERS1 

7/3/2020 2:04:52 PM 
Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangel abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Hedpients/cn=6e52e0eb26d140ee829256blc281f7aa-mamoore]; Schofield, Robin 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/cn=Reci pients/cn=9ecfbb2ae42c41668cclf07 d7 3e35 25c-schofi eld rll; Morens, David 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adminfstratrve Group 

(FYDI BOH F 23SPDL T)/cn=Recipients/cn=12de367cc6Sc42879ea45d 128710a383-dmorens ); Doepel, Laurie 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangel abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BOH F23SPDL T)/cn= Recipients/en= 7 e395d705fce4852a2579e5a9e l bSel 1-ldoepell; Eisinger, Robert 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Redpients/cn=Obad2a8c45514ee48985880de66674ad-efsinger]; Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) 

[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=614c792839a146b9a8f87a1378519dbd-gfolkers]; Lerner, Andrea (NIH/NIAID) 
[El [/o=Exchahgelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Redpients/cn=53254f4fb04e4bcbabe37940b4b41887-fennellyam]; Marston, Hilary 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=.Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ab30660917b942ffba9ae9Sd631116f3-marstonhd] 
FOIA to NIAID Seeking Electronic Communications Regarding Terminating EcoHealth Alliance's Bat Coronavirus Grant 

"Robert" Schofield 

https://www.americanoversight.org/docum!~nt/foia-·to-·niaid .. seeking .. electronii: .. communications-·regardmg .. 
termlnating-.eq:,he.alth-anJances-bat--coronavirus-grant 



\IJA E&fAIL 

Robert Schofield 
N,.u-ionat Irwtitute of Atlergy and I.nfectiow; Diseases 
Roomi._ ___ !>.?. _ ___] 

5601 Fishers Lane 
Rockvllle, Am 20857 

!_ __________________ b6 ___________________ ! 

Re: Fteedom of Information .Act Request 

Dear FOit\ offker: 

Julv 2.. 2.02.D 

Pursuant to the Freedom oflnformation Act (POI.A), 5 U,ELC $ 551, and the 
implementing regulations of your agency, 45 C.ER Part 5, American (}versight makes the 
following request for records, 

[n late April, the National Institute of Health (NIH) canceHed a grant previously awarded 
to EcoHeatth AUiaw:e, purported.!y on the grounds that "NIH does not believe the current 
pnJJect outcomes align with the program goals and agency prlodties,·"i This action, 
apparently at the direction of the \Vhite House, came after ne,.vs reports suggested that 
the group ,.vas fonding the Wuhan. Institute of Viro!ogy. 2 Prior to the funding c.i.nceltation, 
however, the president ofEcoHea.!th Alliance had confirmed to NIH that none ofits 
cun-ent funding: had been sent to the Institute, thatit had not entered into a o::mtxact with 
tht Institute. and that it vmuld comply with any federal requirements/ The EcoHealth 
Aniance's f,::>cus-stmirlng: cori::mavh-uses in bats-is also consistent w,Jth the NIH's 
strawgk plan for stu&ying novel coronavirustL"' Leading .sdentists and sdentific societies 

'- David Lim &, Brfanna Ehley; Faw;i YFhite lform; fold NIH to Cm,cd Ftadingfor Bat Virus 
Study, Politico (July 23, 2020, 5:41 PM), 

Disclaimer: Any third-party material in this email has been shared for internal use under fair use provisions of U.S. copyright 
law, without further verification ofits accuracy/veracity. It does not necessarily represent my views nor those ofNIAID, NIH, 
HHS, or the U.S. government. 



From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

Sent: 7/15/2020 9:40:37 PM 
To: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm] 
Subject: Re: Dearen (54143) - Morens 

Attachments: RE: PLEASE READ -- Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 2R01Al110964-06; 

ATT0000l .htm; Morens[_ _____ b6 ___ _J4143 Worksheet 071520.docx; ATT00002.htm 

Yes, tomorrow should work, any time. D 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Jul 15, 2020, at 17:26, Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [E]! b6 ! wrote: 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Hi David. I just complete a review of your emails that were pulled for the I b6 i As a reminder, 
l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

th e ask is as follows for April 20 - May 4: 

Request/Criteria Additional Criteria 
Correspondence re discussion (whether internal or "disinfectant"; "injection"; "briefing"; "light"; 

external) of President Trump's remarks April 23 at the "ultraviolet"; "UV"; "Lysol"; "bleach"; "deadly"; 

evening White House Coronavirus Task Force news "dangerous"; "cleaning" and "toxin" 

conference about the possible effectiveness of certain 

approaches to treating coronavirus patients 

The attached email was found as potential responsive documents. Any chance you can talk at 830 

tomorrow morning to discuss. Otherwise, I can talk on Friday between 230 and 330 or at 4. I am then 
out next week. Would like to wrap this up this week if possible. Also, should we agree on approach, 

attached is the completed worksheet for your signature. 

MSS IN PROGR & SUBM folder: 

• RE: PLEASE READ -- Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 

2R01Al110964-06 - recommend redaction in accordance with exemption 5 - deliberative 

process (information is predecisional and express and opinion0. 

With Appreciation, 
Sharon 

Sharon M. Gilles 
Special Assistant to the Deputy Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

The National Institutes of Health 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 - Room 7A03B 

Bethesd,a1 _ MaryJand_20892 

Mobile:! b6 i 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 



Disclaimer: 
The information in !hrs e-mall and any of its attachments ls confidential and may contain sensitive ,nforrnatlon. It should not be used 
by anyone who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it 
from your mailbox or any- other storage devlces. Natlonal lnstrtute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAJD) shall not accept 
fiabllity for any statement made that are sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of fts representatives. 



From: Keusch, Gerald Ti b6 i 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Sent: 4/26/2020 2:03:05 AM 
To: 

r•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-) 

Peter Daszak [L_,.-------~~-----J, 
CC: Aleksei Chmura [i b6 ~g]; Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 
Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=12de367cc65c42879ea45d128710a383-dmorens] 

Subject: RE: PLEASE READ -- Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 2R01Al110964-06 

Thanks Peter, 

I know Dave Morens - everybody knows Dave Morens, I had another thought about this and it 
would be to alert Victor Dzau who works very closely with Tony, of course, and even though ! 
consider myself a friend as well as a colleague I think Victor would have a pretty direct route to 
Tony, It is an issue the National Academies should be interested in, and have some 
traction. We need to get Peggy Hamburg involved to bring AAAS on board, It is like the Bush 
administration attempts to control NIH but on steroids. Anyone but an idiot would 
understand why it is essential to maintain our scientific connections with China so that we can 
engage with them to figure out what happened. What the Trump idiots are doing is totally 
and absolutely counterproductive. I do think - as we discussed yesterday- that for the 
rnoment keeping cool is the best strategy. But influential people need to know and its 
probably better if you are not directly involved, 

I watched the session on COVID-19 this afternoon for the Academies meeting via Zoom or 
some platforrn. Tony, Jeremy, George Gao, Sanjay Gupta, Susan Weiss, and Richard Hatchett, 
All of the questions about the emergence and the reservoir or spillover host for which there is 
no information are the strengths of your programs and your collaborations, How absolutely 
stupid to dose those off, but how absolutely unacceptable it 1s from the perspective of the 
separation of politics and science in a free society. That Francis would allow it is hard to 
believe. That Tony would allow it is even harder to believe - and for that reason I expect it 1s 
at levels below him and he is too busy at the moment trying to keep focused on rational 
dec1s1on making while the idiot in chief tells us to swallow a UV-Clamp or shove it up out butt 
- I can tell you whose butt I would shove 1t - and for good measure have a Chloroxitini or just 
do a total cleansing with H202 (the rationale would be if H20 is good for us wouldn 1t H202 be 
better, after all it would have another one of those O's whatever they are. 

Dave, get in touch so we might strategize, and for certain reasons keep Peter out of the loop. 

Jerry 

From: Peter Daszak b6 
Sent: Saturday, April ,2:?. •. lQ.2P __ ~2~.PJVL, 
To: Keusch, Gerald T [__ ______________ b6 _____________ ___! 

Cc: Ale kse i Chmura ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-fi-6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-]oavi d Mo re n s L_ ____________________ ~-~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_j 



i b6 ] 
~------·--·-·--·-..... -----·-----·-·'t:T-·-·-· • 

Subject: RE: PLEASE READ -- Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 2R01Al110964-06 
Importance: High 

Jerry - great to read this - thanks for your support 

I also spoke with David Morens today who was equally shocked and said this has never happened. He also said there are 

influential people who would come to our defense at the right momenL In the meantime, he's going to talk with Greg 

Folkers (Chief of Staff for Tony Fauci) to find out if Tony knows, and why it happened. He's then going to let Tony know. I 

think you and him are on the same page in that you're both right that this is a clear political interference in NIH business. 
Trump said at his press briefing Friday 1rh that he would 'end' the grant, and one week later I got the termination notice 

from NIH. 

In the meantime, we're working on a short draft of how we could have easily changed the geography to the countries 
adjacent to China, as we proposed to Erik Stem my and Emily Erbelding. We'll be talking with them next week early to try 

and find out why this happened. We won't respond to the termination notice (Michael Lauer) until we've found out 

more. 

FYI - re. the FolA - I'm contacting the FBI to talk about the risk of our FolA and how I've been threatened by QANON 

related to this and our Chinese colleagues have had their lives threatened. 

I'm not going to talk to the media about this, not our representatives, until I've tried all possible ways with NIAID/NIH to 

change the decision from a cancelation. I'm also very concerned that Trump could target our organization or me 

personally, leading to our EIDRC being nixed and we don't even have an NoA on that, so it could quietly disappear. 

I'll get back in touch with you once I've found out more from Erik Stem my, Emily Erbelding and Cristina CassettL 

In the meantime is it OK if I email introduce you and David so you could possibly coordinate in some way, or at least stay 
in touch? Right now I'm feeling particularly vulnerable --- the power of the President is pointed at us, the CIA, FBI and 

someone from Medical Defense Intelligence (or something) are interviewing staff, QAnon are threatening me, and our 
colleagues in China have death threats against them. That's just this week! Having you out there talking with others at 

this level is extremely important right now. 

By the way, here's a list of our Board: https://www.ecohea ltha lliance.org/board-of-directors 

It includes two people you know - Jim Hughes (former head of NCID/CDC, Rear Admiral Public Health Service Rtd, Asst. 
Surgeon General Rtd) and Rita Colwell (Former Head of NSF under 3 presidents: Clinton, Bush sr, Bush Jr····· I think). I'll be 

talking with Jim Hughes tomorrow or Monday and Rita Colwell on our Baord meeting Friday. 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 

President' 

EcoHealth Alliance 



460 West 34th Street 

New York, NY 10001 

USA 

Te I.: l_ ______________ b6 _______________ i 
Website: www.ecohealthalliance.org 
Twitter: .@PeterDaszak 

EcoHeufth Affiance science-based sojutfons to 

From: Keusch, Gerald T i_ _______________ b6 _____________ ___: 

Sent: Friday, April __ 24_,_2020 10:30 _PM·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
To: Peter Daszak ~ b6 : '·-----------·-·-· 
Cc: Aleksei Chmura { b6 __ __! 

Subject: RE : PLEASE READ -- Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 2R01Al110964-06 

Hi Peter and A!eksei, 

I want to change my recomrnendation from earlier this evening. Put the really good Cabernet 
aside and drink the disinfectant instead. This is an afront to science, after the language in the 
first letter and your response to comply. It must be challenged. The question is not only how 
but also when - certainly not before the EIDRC funding comes through. And then in a smart 
manner, I want to chat again next week - I need the weekend off having just finished the draft 
report on the R&D preparedness ecosystem for NAM working with Nicki Lurie. There are 
some smart and very influential people I can talk to - and keep you out of the conversation -
when we agree it makes sense. ! mentioned Maria Freire from FNIH and Mary Woolley frorn 
Research !America. I a!so thought about Harold Varmus and former Representative John 
Porter who was a great supporter of N!H (made the doubling happen) and CDC even though he 
is a Republican. But I too will do nothing for a few days. 

Jerry 

From: Peter Daszak ·-======b=6===="" 
Sent: Friday, April 24, _2._QZ.Q __ §~_-5.3._.P_IVI ____________ _ 

To: Keusch, Gerald T <i b6 ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· Cc: Ale kse i Chmura <("""-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-···-·-·ii«f"-·-·~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Subject: FW: PLEASE READ -- Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 2R01Al110964-06 
Importance: High 

Cheers, 



Peter 

Peter Daszak 
President 

EcoHealth Alliance 
460 West 34th Street 
New York, NY 10001 
USA 

Te I.: :_ ________________ b6 _________________ i 
Website: www.ecohealthalliance.org 
Twitter: .@PeterDaszak 

Eco!--!ea!th Affiance science--based solutions to 

From: Lauer, Michael (NIH/OD) [El[ _________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2020 4:48 PM 

and promote conservation 

To: Aleksei Chmura <ci. _____________ ,, _______________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·····-.J Peter Daszak <~ b6 
Cc: Black, Jodi (NIH/OD) [El ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-fi-f·-·-·-·-·-·-·-t>; Stemmy, Erik (NIH/Ni",ojoffij~~: ---b-6-~---·-·-·i Erbelding, 

J,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,..,.., J.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,---·• 
Emily (NIH/NIAID) [El r·-·-·-·-·-· b6 --~; Linde, Emily (NIH/NIAID) [El <Ii b6 i Lauer, Michael 
( N I H/ 0 D) [El <C::::::::::::·:::::::::~I:::::::::::::::::::::l~,i-~~--Mic h el I e G. ( N I H / 0 D) [ El <ti_ _____________ ,_ __________ b·6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-c-' 

Subject: PLEASE READ -- Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 2R01Al110964-06 
Importance: High 

Dear Dr. Chmura and Dr. Daszak 

Please see attached. 

Sincerely, 
Michael S Lauer, MD 

Michael S Lauer, MD 
NIH Deputy Director for Extramural Research 
1 Center Drive, Building 1, Room 144 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Phone:i ! 
Email: i b6 ! 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

From: Aleksei Chmuri b6 i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Date: Thursday, April 23, 2020 at 1:50 PM 
TO: II La u er/ Mi Ch a e I ( N I H/ 0 D} [ E] II r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·btf "-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
Cc: Peter D a sza k ~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b-6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1-·Ti-Bfac"k~"Tod i ( N I H / 0 D} [ E] II r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i;s·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1, II stem my/ 

~-----------------------------------t 
Erik (NI H/N IAI D} [ E] 11 [~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~] 11 Erbe Id i ng, Emily (NI H/N IAI D} [E] 11 i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-°i:,5-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
Subject: Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt --Actions needed regarding 2R'0TAffI09-64-::o"6"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·" 

Dear Mike, 



I read that we are in agreement and in compliance with all requests. Please let us know if anything further is required. 

We will continue in our usual close communication with our Program Officer Erik Stemmy. 

Sincerely, 

-Aleksei 

Aleksei Chmura 
Chief of Staff & 
Authorized Organizational Representative 

EcoHealth Al liance 
460 West 34th Street, Suite 1701 
New York, NY 10001 

,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

! b6 ~office) 
:_ ______ .(mobile) 
www.ecohealthalliance.org 

EcoHeaith Alfiam::e devefops sd.:mce--basmi sa!titiorw to prewent pandemics ,md pwmote c@ntN!Hvstian, 

On Apr 21, 2020, at 19:28, Lauer, Michael (NIH/OD) [E] 4 ______________________ b6 _____________________ ~ wrote: 

Many thanks Peter for your response. 

We note that: 

• No monies have gone to WIV on the Type 2 award and no contract has been signed. 

• You agree that you will not provide any funds to WIV until and unless directed otherwise by NIH. 

• All foreign sites for the Type 1 and Type 2 awards have been documented in the progress 
reports submitted to NIH. 

We appreciate your working with us. 

Best, Mike 

Michael S Lauer, MD 
NIH Deputy Director for Extramural Research 
1 Center Drive, Building 1, Room 144 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Phonei·---·-·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Email:! b6 i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

From: Peter Daszak ,c; b6 i 
l--•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•I 

Date: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 at 7:07 PM 

To~ ,',' La u er, Mi~ ha e I ( N I H / O ~? ~E.l'~ __ ( _________ b
6 

__________ b_6 _____ 
1 
_________________ ~---j 

. Cc . ____ BI a c k. . .Jo d.1 ( NJ H/O D_) [Er_ __ <L.,----·-·---·--·--s--···--·-·:s•···-·-·-', A I e kse I Ch mu ra 
i b6 f, 11 Stem my, Erik (NI H/N IAI D) [ E] 11 r··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bG·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·y 

11 Erbelding, Emily (NIH/NIAID) [E] 11 i b6 t 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Subject: RE: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 2R01Al110964-

06 



Dear Michael - Confirming receipt of your email. I'm also cc'ing the following people so they're aware of 

this request: 

1. Our AOR - Dr. Aleksei Chmura, who has access to all our records 

2. My Program Officer for this award, Dr. Erik Stem my & the Division Director (DMID), Dr. 

Emily Erberding, so they are informed and aware of the request and our response. 

That said we need some time to go through the request for information and will provide this as quickly 

as we can. 

However, I can categorically state that no funds form 2R01Al110964-06 have been sent to Wuhan 
Institute of Virology, nor has any contract been signed. Furthermore, we will comply with NIAID 

requirements, of course. 

Concerning the request for information on all of the sites linked to this award in China, you should be 
aware that these are documented in our progress reports over the course of the grant. As you can 

understand we are under enormous pressure to generate data related to the current pandemic, and we 

do not want to divert staff to this effort. We are hoping the previously filed reports will satisfy this 

request. 

We are well aware of the political concerns over the origins of this outbreak. Our collaboration with 

Wuhan Institute of Virology has been scientific and we have been consistently impressed with the 

scientific capabilities of that laboratory and its research staff. Our joint work has led to a series of 

critical papers published in high impact journals that served to raise awareness of the future threat 

coronaviruses pose for global health and therefore US national security. Scientific insights with 

epidemiological significance have been jointly published and our relationship has always been open and 

transparent and with one concern only, scientific validity. We are concerned that current actions may 

jeopardize 15 years of fruitful collaboration with colleagues in Wuhan, who are working at the leading 

edge to design vaccines and drugs that could help us fight this new threat in future years. It is quite 
remarkable that of the 5 vaccine candidates listed by WHO that are already in human trials, 3 have been 

developed in China. That said, we of course will do all we can to make sure any further questions from 

NIH or any Federal agency are addressed to our fullest knowledge. 

Yours sincerely, 

Peter Daszak 
President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

460 West 34 th Street 
New York, NY 10001 

USA 

' ' 
Tel.:! b6 i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 
Website: lf✓Ww.ecohealthalliance,org 

Twitter: (w FeterDaszak 

FcoHeo!th A!!ionce deveiops science-bused soiutions iD prevent pandernics and prornot.e conservution 

From: Lauer, Michael (NIH/OD) [El~ b6 : 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Sent: Monday, Ap ri I 2 0, 2 0 2 0 4: 31 PM ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
To: Kevin O I iva r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-l Peter Dasza k J b6 ~ 

i ---------~ ~ l-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
Cc: Naomi Schra-gi b6 i-·BTack, Jodi (NIH/OD) [El c-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-t;-6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-l Lauer, 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 



Michael (NIH/OD) [E] <1 b6 i 
~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Subject: Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 2R01Al110964-06 

Importance: High 

Thank you Kevin 

• We need to work with a senior responsible business official - usually Pl's and senior business 

officials are different people. 

• When I looked you up on the web, I see the Columbia logo (see attached 

screenshot). Specifically, it appears to be Columbia University> Ecology, Evolution, and 

Environmental Biology> EcoHealth Alliance (labeled as an "Affiliation/Department") . Thus the 

web profile makes it look to me as if Eco Health Alliance is linked to Columbia University. 

• In any case, I'm looping in Dr. Daszak. 

• We need to know all sites in China that have been in any way linked to this award (Type 1 and 
Type 2). We have data in NIH, but we want to make absolutely sure that we're of the same 

understanding. 

We greatly appreciate your prompt attention to this matter. 

Best, Mike 

Michael S Lauer, MD 
NIH Deputy Director for Extramural Research 
1 Center Drive, Building 1, Room 144 
Bethesda, MD 20892 
Phon~r-·-·-·-·-·-·-b·-·-6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Em a I I. {._·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

F~~~= K~~i~ oii~~li b6 
Date: Monday, Ap ~rrzo-;·202-0"-af 1r:T?l~P-NC~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

1
---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 

~~; ~ ~: u~ ~ / s~~ ~:; 1UN.1.HJQ_D}_~f-<;·L ____________ :_·:ts~~k;-j;~ff {~ii-HJ OD) [ E] II r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Subject: Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 2R01Al110964-

06 

Dear Mike, 

I received the attached letter, however please note: 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

1. I am not the Pl on this award. You should contact Dr. Peter Daszak i._ _____________________________ b6 _____________________________ i 
who is the Pl and leading this project for EcoHealth Alliance. 
2. Columbia University is not involved in this NIH project, and it is not clear to me why Naomi and 

Columbia University were included. 

Thank you, 

Kevin 

Kevin J. Olival, PhD 

Vice President for Research 

EcoHealth A lliance ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
460 West 34th Street, Suid b6 i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-) 



New York, NY 10001 
1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i ; b6 ; i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.i 

www.ecohealthall iance.org 
EcoHealth Alliance develops science-based solutions to prevent pandemics and promote 

conservation 

On Apr 20, 2020, at 2:16 PM, Lauer, Michael (NIH/OD) [El 4 b6 i 
wrote: i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Many thanks Naomi - it would be helpful for us to know about China-based 
participants in this work since the Type 1 grant started in 2014 - who they were and 
how much money they received. The sooner you can get us that information, the 
better. 

Best, Mike 

From: Naomi Schrag<! b6 ~ 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Date: Sunday, April 19, 2020 at 11:59 AM 

To: "Lauer, Michael (NI H/OD} [E]" L_ ______________________ b6 _______________________ ___!, 

! b6 ~, Naomi Schrag 
.. -r-·-------------------------b-s-·-----------------------·-·1-----------------------------------------------------------------------------_; 

.. Cc: "Black, Jodi (NIH/OD} [E]" <l b6 j 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Subject: RE: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 

2R01AI 110964-06 

Dear Dr. Lauer, 
I am acknowledging receipt of this letter and will get back to you as soon as I can. 
Sincerely, 
Naomi Schrag 

From: Lauer, Michael (NIH/OD) [El b6 
Sent: Sunday, April 19, 2020 11:00 

'·-,-·_-·-·-·-·-·-··-·-··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-····-·-·-·· 

To: j _____________________________ ~§ ____________________________ J Naomi Sch rag r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i:iii-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 

C · BI k J d. ( N I H/O D) [El r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i>s-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
C. ac , 0 I <1------------,.,-------□·---·-·' 

Subject: Please read and acknowledge receipt -- Actions needed regarding 
2R01Al110964-06 
Importance: High 

Dear Dr. Olival and Ms. Schrag 

Please see attached. 

Many thanks, Mike 

Michael S Lauer, MD 

NIH Deputy Director for Extramural Research 

1 Center Drive, Building 1, Room 144 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Phone: t_ _______ b6 ______ ___! 



Em a i I: !___ _____________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

<Eco Health Alliance re Al grant 4 19 20.pdf> 

<EcoHealth Alliance re Al grant 4 19 20[2].pdf><NoA R01Al110964-06.pdf><NoA R01Al110964-01.pdf> 



Attachment 3: NIAID FOIA Search and Review Worksheet 

To: NIAID FOIA Specialist 

From: Sharon Gilles on behalf of Dr. Morens -------
Date: __ July 15, 2020 ___ ~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
Re: FOIA Request Number 54143 [ ______ b6 _____ i 

We were asked to search for materials that respond to the above-listed FOIA request. We were asked to 
respond by May 18, 2020. The following summarizes the results of this search: 

Section A 
The search for responsive documents was conducted as follows: 

Date someone began and completed looking: __ 7 /15/2020 ____ _ 

Total time: It took ~1 hour to search for material. - --

Rate 1: GS-01 - GSOB Rate 2: GS09 Rate 3: GS15 and above 

Request/Criteria Additional Criteria 
Correspondence re discussion (whether "disinfectant"; "injection"; "briefing"; "light}}; 

internal or external) of President Trump's "ultraviolet"; "UV"; "Lysol"; "bleach"; 

remarks April 23 at the evening White House "deadly"; "dangerous"; "cleaning" and "toxin" 

Coronavirus Task Force news conference 

about the possible effectiveness of certain 

approaches to treating coronavirus patients 

Documents attached to any of the above 

correspondence 

Unduplicated emails and documents with 

other custodians 

Total time: It took 2 ___ hours to review the responsive documents. 

Section B Please check the appropriate line(s). 

_Responsive information was located and is attached. I have reviewed the enclosed records and find 

that no material should be withheld. I approve the release of the records. 

_No responsive information was located; the places listed in Section B were searched. I have 

attached a memo further detailing the search. 

_X_lnformation was located, but NIAID would be harmed if certain sections were released. I have 

compiled the information, identified these sections, and included a justification memo explaining the 
harm. The information and memo are attached. 

APPROVAL FOR ACTION AS MARKED: 

Name Date 



From: 

Sent: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

10/22/2020 8:22:18 PM 

To: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

Subject: 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re] 

RE: ACTION REQUIRED: PERMISSION for CIT Search Request: L __ b._6_!54094 

Oh yeah, sorry, yes granted! 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

j bG !tants: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

l_ ______________ _j 
illli""' D 

Disdaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECIED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) b6 
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 4:11 PM 

To: Moren s, David (NI H/ N IAI D) [ EE.·:.·:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_-:_·_=_·J,~-:.·:.·::_-:_·:.':_":_":_":_":_":J 

Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: PERMISSION for CIT Search Request: i b6: 54094 
l--·-·-·-• 



Still need you to send me an email granting permission for the search. 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

From: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [Ei._ _________________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 3:55 PM 

To: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El j b6 i -·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: rrRivifssf6N"fo_r_"cTf-s"ea-r"d,'Request[ __ b6)4094 

Maybe you all deserve a raise for putting up with this .... Don't know how you do it, my work is 
stressful enough .... 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 
. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. 
! i 

I b 6 rtants: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

! i 
! i 

!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Disclaim.er: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) ruuned above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 : 
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 3:53-PM-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_; 
To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El [·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J 

Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: PERMISSION for CIT Search Request:l.__b6 .~4094 



They didn't get responses and now they're all suing for records. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El! b6 : 
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 3:50 PM • 

To: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El <i b6 ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: PERMISSION for CIT Search Reques, b6 :54094 

Guess this will never end ..... ? .... 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
' ' 

1---·-·-·-·-·. 

I b 6 lstants: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

i i 
i i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- i 

Disclaimer: 'Ibis message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 ! 
Sent: Thu rsd a Octa be r 2 2 2 0 2 0 3 J1:f PM·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

y, , ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 ~; Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
Lane, Cliff ( N I H /NI Al D) [ E l.~( ........ ~ ...... ~~ .......... = ...... };__9..r.:~ ha~, Barney ( N I H /V RC) [El f-·-·-·-·"·-·-·-·~~.:;;;_-~~~~.:.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~io-r-beit;-·-·' 

Kizzmekia (NIH/VRC) [El~ b6 t; Mascola, John (NIH/VRC) [En b6 ·-·-·-i 
Tau ben berger, Jeffery (NI H/N IAI D) [ El <!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-jj"5-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·7 L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

1--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 
Cc: Parrish, David (NIH/NIAID) [El <1 b6 ~>; Daucher, Marybeth (NIH/NIAID) [El 

i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 



1 
b6 ~; Schmidt, Beth (NIH/NIAID) [Elr·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b·6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-}; Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El 

j f; Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El~ i 
S-u6ject:)\CTTOi'fifE-d.Ufltfo: p ERM ISSI ON for CIT Search Re

0que-st:Tb6Ts2f6§"2f"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 
~---·-·-·. 

Dear All: Seeking permission to ask CIT to search for emails to, from or cc: Anthony Fauci, Greg Folkers, David Morens, 

Jeffrey Taubenberger, Cliff Lane, Barney Graham, Kizzmekia Corbett or John Mascola to or from 
covidmail@w!10,eop,g9.y OR containing terms ("covid mail" OR "covidmail" OR "covidinail@who,eop,_gqy") 

Date range for the Search: January 15 - October 22, 2020 

We would like to run the searches together. If you would like a copy of your pst file please let me know and we can send 

it to you for review. 

A copy of the original request is attached. 

Thanks for your help. 

Marg 

Margaret Moore 

NIAID FOIA Office 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

BCC: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

10/22/2020 9:46:41 PM 

Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

Subject: 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re] 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Reci pients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

Re: ACTION REQUIRED: PERMISSION for CIT Search Request:: b6 i 54094 
i, ________ • 

Given that there is no "there" there, this is a bit demoralizing. Thank you for hanging in there, we all appreciate it. D 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Oct 22, 2020, at 15:53, Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 : wrote: 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

They didn't get responses and now they're all suing for records. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El L_ ____________________ ~_6 ______________ ~----·-___] 

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 3:50 PM 

To: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: PIR"ivHs"siiS-r,ffor"cif"se-arch·'Request: j b6 ?4094 

L--·-·-·-·-· 

Guess this will never end ..... ? .... 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 

I b 6 !nts: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

i i 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- i 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, 
PRMLEGED, and/or CONF1DENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. 
All sensitive documents must be properly labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, 
or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify 
us immediately. 



From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli.__ ____________________ bG _______________________ i 
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 3~_3..8...PM ___________________________________ , 

To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El<~ b6 l Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El 
[:-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·ii"s"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-:1; Lane, di f(( N I H /N.I Al D f[ El .J-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· _ ___! Graham, Barney 
(NI H/VRC) [El <[-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ Corbett, Kizzmekia (NI H/VRC) [El <i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-fis-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

1
.Masc.ola . .Jobn_~ill:1/Y.:RCHEl.d.. ___ 

1 
________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ~; Tau be n berger, J effe ~y (NI H/ N I Al D) [El 

. ' •-·-·-----------·-·-= 
Cc: Parrish, David (NIH/NIAID) [El <i b6 i Daucher, Marybeth (NIH/NIAID) [El 

! ___________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i Schmidt, Beth (NI H/N IAI D) [El {__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i; Schofield, Robin 
(NI H/N IAI D) [ El ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-tiG-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·yi oore, Marg (NI H/N IAI D) [ El 1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Subject: ACTIONi"Ffl:QUTFH:D:-·iYf]lMf$.5fONTo~ CIT Search Request: [·-b·s-·: 5409"2f"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

Dear All: Seeking permission to ask CIT to search for emails to, from or cc: Anthony Fauci, Greg Folkers, 

David Morens, Jeffrey Taubenberger, Cliff Lane, Barney Graham, Kizzmekia Corbett or John Mascola to 
or from covidrnail@who.eop_,_ggy_ OR containing terms ("covid mail" OR "covidmail" OR 

"covidmail(wwho.eop.gov") 

Date range for the Search: January 15 - October 22, 2020 

We would like to run the searches together. If you would like a copy of your pst file please let me know 

and we can send it to you for review. 

A copy of the original request is attached. 

Thanks for your help. 

Marg 

Margaret Moore 

NIAID FOIA Office 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

11/3/2020 9:58:41 PM 

Subject: 

Marston, Hilary (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =a b30660917b942ffba9ae95d631116f3-ma rston hd] 

Re: ACTION REQUIRED: FOIA Case #55344- Seeking Permiss ion for CIT Search of emails 

Ja....... we should have our jobs recategorized as full time FOIA employees 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

' ' 
On Nov 3, 2020, at 16:40, Marston, Hilary (NIH/NIAID) [El! b6 !wrote: 

i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

With many boring scheduling emails to sift through 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El L_ ___________________ b._~----·-·-·-·-·-·=·-·-.J, 
Sent: Tuesday, November 3, 2020 4:39 PM 

To: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El L_ ______________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·J 
,.-C:.~_UYL~r.~t_q_o_. _ _l::!_i_l_9.fy_{~J.t:IJ!".,!!f,\ ID) [El i_ _______________________ i:,_~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__i Sm it h, Steven T (NIH/NI Al D) [ El 
i b6 ~; Handley, Gray (NIH/NIAID) [El c·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b·f·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-] Dominique, 
1-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•T•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•1 

,._Jm1_eU.e_(.N.lW.N.IAlDH.El.:;:;Jd.__ ______ , b6 !Auchincloss, Hugh (NIH/NIAIDJ [El 
L----------------------------~-~-------------------------.JI~l~ii:ii~~6~~E~l6~f ifi}foy~ 1 Al D) [ El !-------_-----_------------·-tis·_-------------------------! 

f • .G.rahani._Bbar:Gne.v._/.l\lLl:l/~~ C) [ E lL·-·-·--·-·-·-;-·-·-·-·-·~-~----·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·;--:cccJ:_~_~_~y, __ ~l_~;.J~l_~{~_l~I_°,) [ El 
i t; Stemmy, Erik (NIH/NIAID) [El '"=•~• .. =·•-.,~.,~-,--::·~·~•v,:s--·•·-·/Bryant, Paula 
L.(°NTHl~iiAiDf TEr<i • ·-·-·b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~ Sch ofi e Id, Robin ( N I H/ NI Al D) [El 1-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-fis-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 

.ML~L~J_j_9_f.9.hJN.JHZNJAff;ff[If <L:::::::::::::::::::~~::::::::::=::::::::]3 i 11 es, Sh a ro n ( N I H / i~TAlUHEr·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

L_ __________________ ~-~----·-·-·-·-·--·-·-_j,; Da uc her, Marybeth ( N I H /NIA ID) [El c.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·~~--:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·:.·=-·:.·:.·:."J 
Subject: Re: ACTION REQUIRED: FOIA Case #55344- Seeking Permission for CIT Search of emails 

Marg, approved.... i think this will be a dead end. D 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

On Nov 3, 2020, at 15:57, Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El J b6 J 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
wrote: 

Please see the attached FOIA request from L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-···-·-·-·-·-·-j(US Right to 
Know) seeking records between named NIAID employees and WHO concerning the 
origins of COVID-19 and/or SARS-CoV-2. We are seeking permission to have CIT run 

a search on your email for: 



"Communications between Joe Employee and the domain who.int containing the terms 
("origin" NEARlO (Covid-19 OR. SARS-CoV-2)) AND (Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus OR 
Soumya Swaminathan OR Vaseeharan Sathiyamoorthy OR Dale Fisher OR Michael Ryan 
OR Mike Ryan OR Bruce Aylward OR Wannian Liang OR Xiaoping Dong OR Hitoshi 
Takahashi OR Marfa van Kerkhove OR Bin Wang OR Yong Zhang OR Lei Zhou OR Kwok
Yung Yuen OR Jeremy Farrar OR Sophia Kabir OR George Gao)" 

The date range for the search is: September 1, 2019 - November 3, 2020 

Please email me your approval for the search. NIH FOIA will process this request. If you 
would like, we can provide you with a copy of the results of the search of your email, 

Best, 
Marg 
Margaret Moore 

NIAID FOIA Office 



From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

Sent: 11/3/2020 9:39:23 PM 
To: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re] 
CC: Marston, Hilary (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Admin istrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=ab30660917b942ffba9ae95d631116f3-marstonhd]; Smith, Steven T 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=0a2563elfdfc43719928186e141f6dec-smithsteve]; Handley, Gray 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =1ceb55d4b6734 77391c9da8a3eb3c 75c-ha nd leygr ]; Dom in i q ue, Joye I I e 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =5c55f75b58f14ab2b2ccbac0a881ccae-dom in iq uej k]; Auch incl oss, Hugh 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=9304c753bb9e422c977dddab54da924b-auchincloss]; Feldmann, Heinrich 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=7f4bacd16b7d4c22803a843ca5c33312-feldmannh]; Graham, Barney 
(NIH/VRC) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/cn=Recipients/en=171892ff532b4c208a546e6fc7e87b8a-bgraham]; Embry, Alan (N IH/N IAID) 
[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/cn=Recipients/en=882a 18a 10a 134c49acac21cb83fd599d-embrya]; Stem my, Erik (NI H/N IAI D) 
[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/cn=Recipients/en=585133d3fa194f06aa618678b2817c22-stemmyej]; Bryant, Paula (NI H/N IAI D) 
[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =49840b0ed b284bd2a 7 c92c0f62 68ee41-bryantp r ]; Schofield, Robin 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=9ecfbb2ae42c41668cclf07d73e3525c-schofieldrl]; Miers, Sarah (NI H/N IAI D) 
[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=edb14b99d9ec49e695cdlae80dd504d7-smiers]; Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) 
[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =339880516bcd4cd b b 7 320d229399d09d-gi 11 essm ]; Dau cher, Marybeth 
(NIH/NIAID) [C] [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =4bafd5 7f651d449e9e 7 d972a3c46cb58-mda ucher] 

BCC: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128 710a383-d morens] 

Subject: Re: ACTION REQUIRED: FOIA Case #55344- Seeking Permission for CIT Search of emails 
Attachments: NIH WHO FOIA 11.3.20 (5).pd f 

Marg, approved .... i think this will be a dead end. D 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Nov 3, 2020, at 15:57, Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El j b6 l wrote: 
1-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•- I 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 

Please see the attached FOIA request from i b6 !US Right to Know) seeking 
L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.i 

records between named NIAID employees and WHO concerning the origins of COVID-19 and/or 
SARS-CoV-2. We are seeking permission to have CIT run a search on your email for: 
"Communications between Joe Employee and the domain who.int containing the terms ("origin" 
NEAR10 (Covid-19 OR SARS-CoV-2)) AND (Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus OR Soumya Swaminathan OR 
Vaseeharan Sathiyamoorthy OR Dale Fisher OR Michael Ryan OR Mike Ryan OR Bruce Aylward OR 



Wannian Liang OR Xiaoping Dong OR Hitoshi Takahashi OR Maria van Kerkhove OR Bin Wang OR Yong 
Zhang OR Lei Zhou OR Kwok-Yung Yuen OR Jeremy Farrar OR Sophia Kabir OR George Gao)" 
The date range for the search is: September 1, 2019 - November 31 2020 
Please email me your approval for the search. NIH FOIA will process this request. If you would like, we 
can provide you with a copy of the results of the search of your email. 
Best, 
Marg 
Margaret Moore 
NIAID FOJA Office 



November 31 2020 

Gorka Garcia-Malene 
Building 31 Room 5B35 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

U .S. Rl GHT TO KN O\N 

RE: Freedom of Information Act request 

Dear Mr. Garcia-Malene: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, et seq., to the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) pertaining to the following employees of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID): 

1. Hilary D. Marston, Medical Officer and Policy Advisor for Pandemic Preparedness, Office 
of the Director 

2 . Steven Smith, Office of Global Research 
3. F. Gray Handley1 Associate Director for International Research Affairs 
4. David M. Morens, Senior Scientific AdvisorJ Office of the Director 
5, Joyelle Dominique, Acting Director, Office of Global Research 
6. Hugh Auchincloss, NIAID Principal Deputy Director 
7. Heinz Ulrich Feldmann, Senior Investigator, Disease Modeling and Transmission Section 
8. Barney Graham, Deputy Director, Vaccine Research Center 
9. Alan Embry, Chief of the Respiratory Diseases Branch, Division of Microbiology and 

Infectious Diseases 
10. Erik Stemmy, Program Officer in the Respiratory Diseases Branch, Division of 

Microbiology and 
Infectious Diseases 

11. Paula Bryant, Director, Office of Biodefense, Research Resources and Translational 
Research 

We request copies of records created, received and/or in the possession of NIH, including cross
references that reflect communications -whether in writing or verbal communications that 
were later reduced to writing (including any emails and their attachments, non-email 
correspondence, or other forms of communication)- between the above-named employees of 
the NIH and the World Health Organization (WHO) concerning the origins of COVID-19 and/or 
SARS-CoV-2. WHO experts have been working to identify the origins and source of SARS-CoV-2, 
which causes COVID-19, but have been reticent to disclose their findings. We would like to 
ascertain what NIH officials know about the origins of SARS-CoV-2 from interactions with their 
WHO counterparts. 

Pursuing truth and transparency in public health 



Part I. We request communications containing any of the fol!owing key names: 

• Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

• Soumya Swaminathan 

• Vaseeharan Sathiyamoorthy 

• Dale Fisher 
• Michael Ryan OR Mike Ryan 

• Bruce Aylward 

• Wannian Liang 

• Xiaoping Dong 
• Hitoshi Takahashi 

• Maria van Kerkhove 

• Bin Wang 
• Yong Zhang 

• Lei Zhou 

• Kwok-Yung Yuen 

• Jeremy Farrar 
• Sophia Kabir 

• George Gao 

The time period covered by this request is from September 1, 2019 to the present. 

Please narrow the search results to exclude any published papers, media articles, organizational 
newsletters or other widely available published materials. 

We request that you disclose these documents and materials as they become available to you, 
without waiting until all the documents have been assembled. If documents are denied in 
whole or ih part, please specify which exemption(s) is (are) claimed for each passage or whole 
document denied. Give the number of pages in each document and the total number of pages 
pertaining to this request and the dates of documents withheld. We request that excised 
material be "blacked out" rather than "whited out" or cut out and that the remaining non
exempt portions of documents be released as provided under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please advise of any destruction of records and include the date of and authority for such 
destruction, As we expect to appeal any denials, please specify the office and address to which 
an appeal should be directed. 

We are making this request on behalf of U.S. Right to Know, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit public health 
research organization. The records disclosed pursuant to this request will be used in the 
preparation of articles for dissemination to the public. Accordingly, we request that you waive 
all fees in the public interest because furnishing of the information sought by this request will 
primarily benefit the public. 



Please send the documents electronically in PDF format to i b6 i at 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

l. _________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
If you need additional information please call, rather than write,! b6 i He can be 
reached at r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 ; ___________________________ ! 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Thank you so much for your help in filling this request. 

e•-·-· s i n Ce re IV' -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

b6 
L--·-·---·-·-·--·-·---·-·7·---·-·-·--r·-·-·--·--y-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·7·-·-·-----·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Staff Scientist Executive Director 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

11/17/2020 2:17:41 PM 

Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo re] 

RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOIA Case #55344 (AMENDED) - Seeking Permission for CIT Search of ema ils 

Marg, still fine with me, thank you, 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

I b 6 lstants: Kimberly Barasch: Whitney Robinson) 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Disclaimer: This mesSllge is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) Mraed above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Moo re, Marg ( N I H /NIA ID) [ E] {__ ______________________ b6 _____________________ ___: 
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 8:26 AM 

To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [E] L_ ______________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: FOIA Case #55344 (AMENDED) - Seeking Permission for CIT Search of emails 



Thanks David. I neglected to amend the search dates. Correct dates are September 1, 2019 - November 16, 2020. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 
To: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El c-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1,s·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-!> 

,.J:_c;_: __ M9!.~!.9._n_, __ ~l.lc!.~Y._(!'!.lH./NJA! D) [El <h ................................... ~-~-=•·"·"·"·'"""·"·"·-·JSm_ith,_ Steven_ T_ (NI H/N IAI D) [El 
i b6 i Handley, Gray (NIH/NIAID) [El ~---·-·-·-·-·-·-,~,.-,..--~?.-._·_·_·_·_·--z..-·-·-) Dom_infque1 Joyelle (NIH/NIAID) 
1-•-•-•-•-•-1rururururururururururururururururururururururururul-•-•-•-•" • I 

[El<! b6 j Auchincloss, Hugh (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 !Feldmann, Heinrich 

(NI H/N IAI D) [El ~,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.•---~,~,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.,-.=-.,-.,.___; Graham, Barney (NI H/VLRC) [El {~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I(~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J; Embry, Alan 
( N I H/ NI Al D) [ El ~L_ __________ ~,? _______________ js te mm y, Erik (NI H/ N IA ID) [ El <!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-:f; Bryant, Pa u I a 

(NI H/NIAI D) [El <,... __ ·-·- ·-·,· bs __ ~.,-·-·--·-n:-b; Schofield, Robin ( NI H/NIAI D) [El ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i;s-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·:; Daucher, 

Marybeth (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 ~; Miers, Sarah (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 [; Gilles, 
:-·-·1.,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,..,.,."'i._"_"_"_". 1·-·--.!:::=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:-·-· 

Sha ran (NI H/N IAI D) [El <l-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-n-·-·.!?~-.,--.-·-·-·,·,·-·-•-·4 Schmidt, Beth (NI H/N IAI D) [El <lL _________________ --~-~----·-·-·-·-·- ____ _J 
Subject: Re: ACTION REQUIRED: FOIA Case #55344 (AMENDED) - Seeking Permission for CIT Search of emails 

Ok with me, thank you 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Nov 17, 2020, at 07:50, Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El{___ __________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i wrote: 

! i 

Please see the attached amended FOIA request from i b6 !(US Right to Know) 

seeking records between named NIAID employees and WHO concerning the origins of COVID-19 
and/or SARS-CoV-2. The requester has amended her original request by listing search terms. We 

are seeking permission to have CIT run a search on your ema il for: 

Communications between Joe Employee and the domain who.int containing the terms ("WHO-China 

Joint Mission" OR "Wuhan Inst itute of Virology" OR "WIV" OR "Wuhan NIH" OR "EcoHealth Al liance" 

OR "EHA'' OR "Ecohealth" OR ("SARS-CoV-2" AND "animal origin") OR ("SARS-CoV-2" AND "animal 

source") OR ("COVID" AND "an imal origin") OR ("COVID" AND "anima l source") OR "OIE/FAO/WHO 

Origins group" OR "Independent Pane l for Pandemic Preparedness and Response") AND ("Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus" OR "Soumya Swaminathan" OR "Vaseeharan Sathiyamoorthy" OR "Michael 
Ryan" OR "Mike Ryan" OR "Bruce Aylward" OR "Wannian Liang" OR "Xiaoping Dong" OR "George Gao" 
OR "Wang Linfa" OR "Ian Lipkin" OR "Dale Fisher" OR "Hitoshi Takahashi" OR "Maria van Kerkhove" OR 
"Bin Wang" OR "Yong Zhang" OR "Lei Zhou" OR "Kwok-Yung Yuen" OR "Jeremy Farrar" OR "Sophia 
Kabir") 

The date range for the search is: September 1, 2019 - November 3, 2020 

Please email me your approval for the search. NIH FOIA will process this request. If you would like, we 
can provide you with a copy of the results of the search of your email. 

Thank you. 

Marg 
Margaret Moore 
NIAID FOIA Office 





November 16, 2020 

Gorka Garcia-Malene 
Building 31 Room 5B35 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

U.S. RIGHT TO KNOW 

RE: Freedom of Information Act request 

Dear Mr. Garcia-Malene: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, et seq., to the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) pertaining to the following employees of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID): 

1. Hilary D. Marston, Medical Officer and Policy Advisor for Pandemic Preparedness, Office 
of the Director 

2. Steven Smith, Office of Global Research 
3. F. Gray Handley, Associate Director for International Research Affairs 
4. David M. Morens, Senior Scientific AdvisorJ Office of the Director 
5, Joyelle Dominique, Acting Director, Office of Global Research 
6. Hugh Auchincloss, NIAID Principal Deputy Director 
7. Heinz Ulrich Feldmann, Senior Investigator, Disease Modeling and Transmission Section 
8. Barney Graham, Deputy Director, Vaccine Research Center 
9. Alan Embry, Chief of the Respiratory Diseases Branch, Division of Microbiology and 

Infectious Diseases 
10. Erik Stemmy, Program Officer in the Respiratory Diseases Branch, Division of 

Microbiology and Infectious Diseases 
11. Paula Bryant, Director, Office of Biodefense, Research Resources and Translational 

Research 

We request copies of records created, received and/or in the possession of NIH, including cross
references that reflect communications -whether in writing or verbal communications that 
were later reduced to writing (including any emails and their attachments, non-email 
correspondence, or other forms of communication) - between the above-named employees of 
the NIH and the World Health Organization (WHO) concerning the origins of COVID-19 and/or 
SARS-CoV-2. WHO experts have been working to identify the origins and source of SARS-CoV-2, 
which causes COVID-19, but have been reticent to disclose their findings. We would like to 
ascertain what NIH officials know about the origins of SARS-CoV-2 from interactions with their 
WHO counterparts. 

Pursuing truth and transparency in public health 

USRTKORG • 4096 PIEDMONT AVE. #963 • OAKLAND, CA 9461'•5221 ~ (4tS) 944-7350 



We request communications containing any of the following key names that also contains any 
of the keywords (see keywords section below): 

• "Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus" 

• "Soumya Swaminathan'' 

• "Vaseeharan Sathiyamoorthy" 

• "Michael Ryan" OR "Mike Ryan" 

• "Bruce Aylward" 

• "Wannian Liang" 

• ''Xiaoping Dong" 

• /{George Gao" 

• 11Wang Linfa" 

• "Ian Lipkin" 

• i'Dale Fisher" 

• "Hitoshi Takahashi" 

• "Maria van Kerkhove" 

• "Bin Wang" 

• "Yong Zhang" 

• "Lei Zhou" 
.. "Kwok-Yung Yuen" 

• ''Jeremy Farrar" 

• "Sophia Kabir" 

Following are keywords or key-phrases OR combinations of keywords: 

1. "WHO-China Joint Mission" 
2. "Wuhan Institute of Virology" OR "WIV" 
3. "Wuhan NIH" 
4. "EcoHealth Alliance" OR "EHA'' OR ''Ecohealth" 
S. "SARS-CoV-2" AND "anitnal origin" OR asARS-CoV-2" AND "animal source" 
6. "COVID" AND "animal origin" OR "COVID" AND "animal source" 
7. "OIE/FAO/WHO Origins group" 
8. ''Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response" 

The time period covered by this request is from September 1, 2019 to the present. 

Please narrow the search results to exclude any published papers, media articles, organizational 
newsletters or other widely available published materials. 

We request that you disclose these documents and materials as they become available to you, 
without waiting until all the documents have been assembled. If documents are denied in 
whole or in part, please specify which exemption{s) is (are) claimed for each passage or whole 
document denied. Give the number of pages in each document and the total number of pages 



pertaining to this request and the dates of documents withheld. We request that excised 
material be "blacked out" rather than "whited out" or cut out and that the remaining non
exempt portions of documents be released as provided under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Please advise of any destruction of records and include the date of and authority for such 
destruction. As we expect to appeal any denials, please specify the office and address to which 
an appeal should be directed. 

REQUEST FOR FEE WAIVER 

FOIA was designed to provide citizens a broad right to access government records. FOIA's basic 
purpose is to "open agency action to the light of public scrutiny," with a focus on the public's 
"right to be informed about what their government is up to." NARA v. Favish, 541 U.S. 157, 171 
(2004) quoting U.S. Dep't of Justice v. Reporters Comm. for Freedom of Press, 489 U.S. 749, 773-
74 (1989) (internal quotation and citations omitted). In order to provide public access to this 
information, FOIA's fee waiver provision requires that "[d]ocuments shall be furnished without 
any charge or at a [reduced] charge," if the request satisfies the standard. 5 U.S.C. § 

552(a)(4)(A)(iii). FOIA's fee waiver requirement is "liberally construed.'' Judicial Watch, Inc. v. 
Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1310 (D.C. Cir. 2003); Forest Guardians v. U.S. Dept. of Interior, 416 
F.3d 1173, 1178 (10th Cir. 2005). 

The 1986 fee waiver amendments were designed specifically to provide non-profit 
organizations such as U.S. Right to Know access to government records without the payment of 
fees. Indeed, FOIA's fee waiver provision was intended "to prevent government agencies from 
using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests," which are "consistently 
associated with requests from journalists, scholars, and non-profit public interest groups." 
Ettlinger v. FBI, 596 F. Supp. 867, 872 (D. Mass. 1984) (emphasis added). As one Senator stated, 
"[a]gencies should not be allowed to use fees as an offensive weapon against requesters 
seeking access to Government information .... " 132 Cong. Rec. S. 14298 (statement of Senator 
Patrick Leahy). 

U.S. Right to l(now Qualifies for a Fee Waiver. 

Under FOIA, a party is entitled to a fee waiver when "disclosure of the information is in the 
public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the [Federal] government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requester." 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). EPA's regulations at 40 C.F.R. § 

2.107(1)(1)-(3) establish the same standard. 

Thus, the NIH tnust consider six factors to determlne whether a request is in the publlt interest: 
(1) whether the subject of the requested records concerns "the operations or activities of the 
Federal government," (2) whether the disclosure is "likely to contribute" to an understanding of 
government operations or activities, (3) whether the disclosure "will contribute to public 
understanding" of a reasonably broad audience of persons interested in the subject, (4) 



whether the disclosure is likely to contribute "significantly" to public understanding of 
government operations or activities. Id.§ 2.107(1)(2), (5) whether a commercial interest exists 

and its magnitude, and (6) the primary interest in disclosure. As shown below, U.S. Right to 
Know meets each of these factors. 

A. The Subject of This Request Concerns ''The Operations and Activities of the 
Government." 

The subject mcitter of this request concerns the operations and activities of the NIH. This 
request asks for the records of communications from September 1, 2019 to the present of NIH 
employees who have been connected with the World Health Organization's investigations of 
the origins of COVID-19 cind/or SARS-CoV-2. 

This FOIA will provide U.S. Right to Know and the public with crucial insight into the activities of 
the NIH in relation to the World Health Organization's efforts to understand the origins and 
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is clear that a federal agency's oversight of health, safety 
and security threats, both foreign and in the U.S. is a specific and identifiable activity of the 
government, and in this case it is the executive branch agency of the NIH. Judicial Watch, 326 
F.3d at 1313 ("[R]easonable specificity is all that FOIA requires with regard to this factor") 
(internal quotations omitted). Thus, U.S. Right to l<now meets this factor. 

B. Disclosure is "Likely to Contribute" to an Understanding of Government Operations 
or Activities. 

The requested records are meaningfully informative about government operations or activ[ties 
and will contribute to an increased understanding of those operations and activities by the 
public. 

Disclosure of the requested records wil l allow U.S. Right to Know to convey to the public 
information about the NIH's activities with the World Health Organization toward investigating 
the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic. Once the information is made available, U.S. Right to 
Know will analyze it and present it to the general public in a manner that will meaningfully 
enhance the public's understanding of this topic. 

Thus, the requested records are likely to contribute to an understanding of EPA's operations 
and activities. 

C. Disclosure of the Requested Records Will Contribute to a Reasonably Broad 
Audience of Interested Persons' Understanding of the origins of the COVID-19 
pandemic 

The requested records will contribute to public understanding of whether the NI H's actions 
concerning COVID-19 are consistent with its mission and purpose "to develop, maintain, and 
renew scientific human and physical resources that will ensure the Natlon's capability to 



prevent disease." As explained above, the records will cont ribute to public understanding of 
this topic. 

Activities of the NIH generally, and specifically its oversight of the COVID-19 pandemic are areas 
of interest to a reasonably broad segment of the public. U.S. Right to Know w ill use the 
informat ion it obtains from the disclosed records to educate the public at large about this topic. 
See W. Watersheds Proj. v. Brown, 318 F. Supp.2d 1036, 1040 (D. Idaho 2004) (finding that 
"WWP adequately specified the public interest to be served, that is, educating the public about 
the ecological conditions of the land managed by the BLM and also how ... management 
strategies employed by the BLM may adversely affect the environment"). 

Through U.S. Right to Know' s synthesis and dissemination (by means discussed in Section 11, 
below), disclosure of information contained in and gleaned from the requested records will 
cont ribute to a broad audience of persons who are interest ed in the subject matter. Ettlinger v. 
FBI, 596 F. Supp. at 876 (benefit to a population group of some size distinct from the requester 
alone is sufficient); Carney v. Dept. of Justice, 19 F.3d 807, 815 (2d Cir. 1994), cert. denied, 513 
U.S. 823 (1994) (applying "public" to require a sufficient "breadth of benefit" beyond the 
requester's own interests); Cmty. Legal Servs. v. Dep't of Hous. & Urban Dev., 405 F. Supp.2d 

553, 557 (E.D. Pa. 2005) (in granting fee waiver to community legal group, court noted that 
while the requester's "work by its nature is unlikely to reach a very general audience," "there is 
a segment of the public that is interested in its work") . 

Indeed, the public does not currently have an ability to easily evaluate the requested records, 
which are not currently in the public domain. See Cmty. Legal Servs., 405 F. Supp.2d at 560 
(because requested records "clarify important facts" about agency policy, "the CLS request 
would likely shed light on information that is new to the interested public."). As the Ninth 
Circuit observed in McClellan Ecological Seepage Situation v. Carlucci, 835 F.2d 1282, 1286 (9th 
Cir. 1987), "[FOIA] legislative history suggests that information [has more potential to 
contribute to public understanding] to the degree that the information is new and supports 
public oversight of agency operations ... ," 1[1l 

Disclosure of these records is not only "likely to contribute," but is certain to contribute, to 
public understanding of NIH's interactions with the World Health Organization toward finding 

the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic. The public is always well served when it knows how the 
government conducts its activities, particularly matters touching on legal questions. Hence, 

there can be no dispute that disclosure of the requested records to the public w ill educate the 
public about this pressing issue. 

II. Disclosure is Likely to Contribute Significantly to Public Understanding of Government 
Operations or Activities. 

1 In this connection, it is immateiial whethel" any portion of U.S. Right to Know's request may cw·rently be in the 
public domain because U.S. Right to Know requests considerably more tban any piece of information that may 
currently be available to other individuals. See .l/1/lidal Watch, 326 F .3d at 1315. 



U.S. Right to Know is not requesting these records merely for their intrinsic informational value. 
Disclosure of the requested records will significantly enhance the public's understanding of 
what the NIH knows about the origins of SARS-CoV-2, as compared to the level of public 
understanding that exists prior to the disclosure. Indeed, public understanding will be 
s;gnificantly increased as a result of disclosure because the requested records will help reveal 
more about this subject matter. 

The records are also certain to shed light on the NI H's compliance with its own mission and 
purpose. Such public oversight of agency action is vital to our democratic system and clearly 
envisioned by the drafters of the FOIA. Thus, U.S. Right to Know meets this factor as well. 

Ill. Obtaining the Requested Records is of No Commercial Interest to U.S. Right to Know . 

Access to government records, disclosure forms, and similar materials through FOIA requests is 
essential to U.S. Right to Know's role of educating the general public. Founded in 2014, U.S. 
Right to Know is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit public interest, public health organization (EIN: 46-
5676616}. U.S. Right to Know has no commercial interest and will realize no commercial benefit 
from the release of the requested records. 

IV. U.S. Right to Know's Primary Interest in Disclosure is the Public Interest. 

As stated above, U.S. Right to Know has no commercial interest that would be furthered by 
disclosure. Although even if it did have an interest, the public interest would far outweigh any 
pecuniary interest. 

U.S. Right to Know is a non-profit organization that informs, educates, and counsels the public 
regarding corporate wrongdoing and government failures that threaten the integrity of our 
food system, our environment and our health. U.S. Right to Know has been substantially 
involved in the activities of numerous government agencies for over five years, and has 
consistently displayed its ability to disseminate information granted to it through FOIA. 

In granting U.S. Right to Know's fee waivers, agencies have recognized: (1) that the information 
requested by U.S. Right to Know contributes significantly to the public's understanding of the 
government's operations or activities; (2) that the information enhances the public's 
understanding to a greater degree than currently exists; {3} that U.S. Right to Know possesses 
the expertise to explain the requested information to the public; (4) that U.S. Right to Know 
possesses the ability to disseminate the requested information to the general public; (5) and 
that the news media recognizes U.S. Right to Know as an established expert in the field of 
public health. U.S. Right to Know's track record of active participation in oversight of 
governmental activities and decision making, and its consistent contribution to the public's 
understanding of those activities as compared to the level of public understanding prior to 
disclosure are well established. 



U.S. Right to Know intends to use the records requested here similarly. U.S. Right to Know's 

work appears frequently in news stories on line and in print, radio and TV, including reporting in 
outlets such as The New York Times and The Guardian, as well as medical and public health 
journals such as the BMJ. Many media outlets have reported about the food and chemical 
industries using information obtained by U.S. Right to Know from federal agencies. Thus far in 

2020, more than 700,000 people visited U.S. Right to Know's extensive website, and viewed 
pages a total of 1.6 million times. More than 8,500 people follow U.S. Right to Know on 
Facebook, and there are regular postings about transparency in issues of public health and the 

environment. U.S. Right to Know and its staff regularly tweet to a combined following of more 

than 44,000 on Twitter. U.S. Right to Know intends to use any or all of these media outlets to 
share with the public information obtained as a result of this request. 

Public oversight and enhanced understanding of the NI H's duties is absolutely necessary. In 
determining whether disclosure of requested information will contribute significantly to public 
understanding, a guiding test is whether the requester will disseminate the information to a 
reasonably broad audience of persons interested in the subject. Carney, 19 F.3d 807. U.S. 
Right to Know need not show how it intends to distribute the information, because "[n]othing 
in FOIA, the [agency] regulation, or our case law require[s] such pointless specificity." Judicial 

Watch, 326 F.3d at 1314. It is sufficient for U.S. Right to Know to show how it distributes 
information to the public generally. Id. 

Please send the documents electronically in PDF format to i b6 !at '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
! b6 ! 
'---·-·--·-·-~ .. ,-•-·---·-·-·-t7-·-·-·1 

If you nee9 __ §1_~~l.!.~~-Q-~_l __ !r:_i.f9.!_1!1.ation please call, rather than write, i b6 iHe can be 
reached at b6 i j ___________________________ J 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Thank you so much for your help in filling this request. 

·-·· C.ior0.t:-.0h, __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

b6 
Staff Scientist Executive Director 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

2/25/2021 3:14:36 PM 
Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256blc281f7aa-mamoore ]; Folkers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrat ive Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=614c792839a146b9a8f87a1378519dbd-gfolkers]; Auchincloss, Hugh 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=9304c753bb9e422c977dddab54da924b-auchincloss]; Lane, Cliff (NIH/NIAID) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=2d7e368a3137473bbce161547a82f2de-clane]; Eisinger, Robert (NIH/NIAID) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=0bad2a8c45514ee48985880de66674ad-eisinger]; Handley, Gray (NIH/NIAID) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =1ceb55d4b6734 77391c9da8a3eb3c 75c-ha nd leygr] 

Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm]; Parrish, David (NIH/NIAID) 

[C] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =e43d7 d2d97b4407 4a bbca871c2e0fdd2-pa rri shdb]; Ba rtok, Lauren 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =dd8665ec 7 a 7645deb5c lb0dafecbbd 14-ba rtokle ]; Schofield, Robin 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Reci pients/ en =9ecfbb2a~.LL2r..LL.1668r.c.,1 f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl] 

RE: PERMISSION for CIT Search: FOi Case #54052 I b6 : 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

OK with me, thanks 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

. . 
' ' 

I b6 rtant Whitney Robinson) 

i i 
i i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Disclaimer: 'This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El L._ ______________________ l>._~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__i 
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 20211:36 PM 

,_T9..:J.9.J.~~!?.LG.~.~g__(_NJHL~J~_I_P._) __ ( El L~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J(~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J; Au chin cl o ss, Hugh (NI H/ NI Al D) [ El 
: b6 i Lane, Cliff (NIH/NIAID) [El ~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b-6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i; Eisinger, Robert (NIH/NIAID) [El 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·lR~ nd I e G ra (NI H/N IAI D) [ El •~::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::=:::::::::::::.:::::::::.:~----·-·-·-·-·; Moren s David (NI H/N IAI D) [ El 

':1·.:·.:·.:·.:·.:·.:·.:·.:·.:~:-.:;;~·-:·.:·.:·.:·.:·.:·.:··:·.:·.:·.:·.: y, y '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' ,·-·-·-·-·-'---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 

Cc: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [_~l_C:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:~:ff~:~:~:~:~:~:~::~:~::.J Parrish, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] i b6 , 
Bartok, Lauren (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 ~ Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [Eli : 
Subject: p ERM I ss ION for CIT s~~~~h~--F·oTc~-~-~-#540-52r~----iiii-·--·-i '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

i b6 !(Judicial Watch) submitted a FOIA request last April regarding internal communications 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

about the Wuhan Institute of Virology (attached). The case was closed by NIH FOIA. The requester appealed 
and the case is now active again . 

I am seeking your permission to ask CIT to search for all emails ((from (Anthony Fauci OR Hugh Auchincloss OR 
John J. McGowan OR H. Clifford Lane OR Robert W. Eisinger OR Gregory K. Folkers OR Gray Handley OR David 
M. Morens) to the domain niaid.nih .gov) OR ((to (Anthony Fauci OR Hugh Auchincloss OR John J. McGowan OR 
H. Clifford Lane OR Robert W. Eisinger OR Gregory K. Folkers OR Gray Handley OR David M. Morens) from the 
domain niaid.nih.gov) 

Containing the term "Wuhan Institute" OR WIV 

For the time period 01/01/2013 To 04/22/2020 

In your response to this email, please let me know if you would like a copy of the results of your search. 

Thank you. 
Marg 



From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =6E52EOE B26D 140E E829 256B 1C281F7 AA-MAM 00 RE] 

Sent: 2/24/2021 6:35:35 PM 
To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=614c792839a 146b9a8f87a 1378519dbd-gfol kers ]; Auchincloss, Hugh 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=9304c753bb9e422c977dddab54da924b-auchincloss]; Lane, Cliff (NIH/NIAID) 
[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=2d7e368a3137 473bbce161547a82f2de-clane]; Eisinger, Robert (NIH/OD) [E] 

[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=0bad2a8c45514ee48985880de66674ad-eisinger]; Handley, Gray (NIH/NIAID) 

[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =1ceb55d4b6734 77 391c9da8a3eb3c 75c-ha nd leygr ]; Moren s, David 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

CC: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm]; Parrish, David (NIH/NIAID) 

[C] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =e43d7 d2d97b4407 4a bbca871c2e0fdd2-pa rri shdb ]; Ba rtok, Lauren 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =dd8665ec 7 a 7645deb5c 1b0dafecbbd 14-ba rtokle ]; Schofield, Robin 

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Reci pients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1 f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl] 

Subject: PERMISSION for CIT Search: FOi Case #54052 (j b6 ! 
Attachments: PAL Request Form (1).pdf; RE: NIH FOIA - Assig"ri"m·ent~·btification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking# 54052 

i b6 i (Judicial Watch) submitted a FOIA request last April regarding internal communications 
l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

about the Wuhan Institute of Virology (attached). The case was closed by NIH FOIA. The requester appealed 
and the case is now active again. 

I am seeking your permission to ask CIT to search for all emails ((from (Anthony Fauci OR Hugh Auchincloss OR 
John J. McGowan OR H. Clifford Lane OR Robert W. Eisinger OR Gregory K. Folkers OR Gray Handley OR David 
M. Morens) to the domain niaid.nih.gov) OR ((to (Anthony Fauci OR Hugh Auchincloss OR John J. McGowan OR 
H. Clifford Lane OR Robert W. Eisinger OR Gregory K. Folkers OR Gray Handley OR David M. Morens) from the 
domain niaid.nih.gov) 

Containing the term "Wuhan Institute" OR WIV 

For the time period 01/01/2013 To 04/22/2020 

In your response to this email, please let me know if you would like a copy of the results of your search. 

Thank you. 
Marg 



Submit New Request 

To modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 

' ' ! b6 ! 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.i 

Judicial Watch 
425 Third Street, S.W. 

,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
! b6 : 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

_W ashin_gton, DC __ 20024 ___________________ , 

I b6 i 
i ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Requester Default Category: Others 

or 
Institute or Center Name 
Request Type 
Requester Category 

Description 

Date Range for Record 
Search:From 
Date Range for Record 
Search:To 
Consent 
Proof of Identity 

Willing Amount 
Fee Waiver Requested 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 

Expedite Reason 

NIAID 
FOIA 
Educational/Non-Commercial/Scientific 

2. All agreements, contracts and 
Virology. 
3. All records, including agreements, funds disbursement records and related NIAID 
communications regarding a reported $3.7 million in grants provided by NIH to the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology. 

01/01/2013 

04/22/2020 

$25 
Yes 
Judicial Watch, Inc. is a non-profit educational organization under Section 501 (c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code whose mission is to investigate, expose and educate the public about 
waste, fraud and abuse in the government. 



From: L--·-·--·--·-·-·--·-·c-------·--·-~ ~---·--·---·-·-·--·-·-·-"-i 

Sent: 4/28/2020 7:52:20 PM 

To: 

CC: 

Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rll 
Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

Subject: 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =6e52e0eb26d 140ee829256b 1c281 f7 aa-ma moo rel 
RE: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking# 54052 

Dear Ms. Schofield, 

Thank you for your response. 

With regards to Item 1, I would like the internal communications of the following officials: Anthony Fauci, MD; Hugh 

Auchincloss, M.D; John J. McGowan, Ph.D.; H. Clifford Lane, M.D.; Robert W. Eisinger, Ph.D.; Gregory K. Folkers, M.S., 

M.P.H.; Gray Handley, M.S.P.H.; and David M. Morens, M.D .. 

With regards to Item 3, yes, I confirm that it is the grant with ID number R01Al110964 entitled "Understanding the Risk 

of Bat Coronavirus Emergence" awarded to Eco Health Alliance, Inc. in which I am interested. 

Thank you for your continued assistance with this request. 

Kindest regards, 

! i 

! b6 ; ! i 
! i 
! i 
! i 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Judicial Watch, Inc. 

From: Schofield, Robin (NI H/N IAI D) [El ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-····-·-b·_·6 ________________ =_····-· 

Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2020 2:37 PM 

To :L_ _______________________________________________ b 6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 

Cc: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 : 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Subject: FW: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking# 54052 

Good afternoon i b6 ~ 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--

We have received your FOIA request referenced below. Before we can begin processing your request, we need to 
obtain some clarification. 

Item 1: Please identify the offices or staff members that you would like searched for internal communications related to 

the Wuhan Institute of Virology. A search of all employees is overly broad. 

Item 3: "a reported $3.7 million in grants provided by the NIH to the Wuhan Institute of Virology" is not enough 

information for us to identify a specific project. Please confirm whether you are seeking a copy of the grant with the id 

number R01Al110964 "Understanding the Risk of Bat Cornnavirus Emergence." This grant was not awarded to the 

Wuhan Institute of Virology, but rather to Eco Health Alliance, Inc. 

Once you provide clarification on these two items, we can begin processing your request. As you can imagine, we are 

working under unusual circumstances. There are dozens of requests ahead of yours in the queue and we are required to 

process them first-in/first-out to the extent possible. Regarding item 1, email searches are particularly problematic as 



our staff is primarily occupied with the pandemic response. This item will significantly delay your response. Please 

advise if you would like to amend your request to exclude this item. 

Regards, 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield, MPS 
FOIA Coordinator 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

From:! b6 ___ J 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 11:43 AM 
To: FOIA-7 <f b6 : 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
Subject: NIH FOIA -Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking# 54052 

Hi FOIA Team! 

Request# 54052 was submitted through the NIH FOIA Public Portal and assigned to you for review and further 
processing. 

Please review the request and if all required details have not been provided by the requester, be sure to use the 
"Stop Clock" option to ensure processing time for the request is accurately monitored while waiting for 
clarification/information from the requester. 

Request Description: 

1. All internal NIAID communications regarding the Wuhan Institute of Virology in Wuhan, China. 

2. All agreements, contracts and related documents between NIAID and the Wuhan Institute of Virology. 

3. All records, including agreements, funds disbursement records and related NIAID communications regarding a 
reported $3. 7 million in grants provided by NIH to the Wuhan Institute of Virology. 

(Date Range for Record Search: From 01/01/2013 To 04/22/2020) 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 
6/29/2021 2:34:49 PM 

l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6 _______________________________________________ ! 
RE: Welcometo my world! In the news th is morning ..... FW: The Dai ly Beast [Hotez]: The Unique Terror of Being a 
COVID Scientist After Jan. 6 

Mart, I didn't realize you had anyone at Cranbrook. That's pretty fancy, if I recall. ... So good for 
Nicklas! Isn't it weird having grandkids become adults,?_l_h_ad __ a_great time driving around DC 

with [-·bs-·j a couple months ago. Now she is looking at i _____________ p~------------~nd has even applied to 2 
places up here, one of which is only 3 metro stops away [ __________________________________ bG _______________________________ ___!which is 
kind of an artsy-fartsy place). 

After I emailed you about all the covid craziness and that letter from the 5 politicians, I got 
another one from a Congressman Steube, but this one directly to me and to Tony, and not 
through HHS, meaning we have to handle it directly. It quotes things I wrote, but not Tony, 
and of course is looking for dirt that doesn't exist. Total waste of taxpayer's money. What do 
they think I do all day, sit around inventing deadly viruses? it would be hilarious if it wasn't so 
pathetic. 

And this morning - DON't be alarmed - I got an email from the nead of the FOIA office that 
NIH is in a lawsuit over release of unredacted emails previously scooped up in a FOIA, including 
300 pages of mine from a few-weeks period in late 2019-early 2020, that mentioned anything 
possibly related to coronaviruses. In that trove of emails were a number to you and also to 
Katie Jardine, and they were not redacted. So some yellow-journalist or Congressman or 
whoever is now having fun reading about you I suppose. A lot of stuff was redacted out, but I 
am not sure who does this. It comes from above me. And the stuff they redact makes no 
sense. They don't redact people\ . .e.ma.ik __ h.ut.-Jor example, there were several emails 

men_t_ig~_i_~_g a science colleague's i _____________ ~§ _________ _J and they didn't redact his name but did redact 
the L_ __ b6 __ ___ievery time it appeared. Go figure .... 

I actually had parts of Sat and Sun off since my old CDC friendl ________ l?.~----·----J and his wife !-·-·-·-·bs·-·-·-·i 
were up here for a visit. I drove them to the Eastern Shore on Sat and to the St. Mary's City 
area on Sun, seeing all the beautiful watery sights and pigging out on seafood. Great to get out 
and about. Also, I spent a day cleaning up the place before they arrived, so now have a cleaner 
place than I've had in months. 

I am invited to friends for the 4th of July, it's my best friend[ _b6 _Jand his SO f~~~~fJ and they 

always invite [ ___________________________________ bG ________________________________ ___i, who they keep foolishly trying to fix me up with. 
It's a non-starter but j b6 s an interesting and totally charming lady so I don't care. 

~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 



Not much else new. I have an idea in the back of my head to someday buy some waterfront 
property somewhere within 2-3 hours drive from here. NOT on the Bay or on the Atlantic 
Ocean but on one of the thousands of miles of estuarian and river shores in MD. I probably 
won't do it, I hate to spend money even when I have it, but no harm looking. 

Love and I b6 id 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

I b 6 ltant Whitney Robinson) 

i ! 
i ! 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From : l_ _________________________________________________ b 6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.: 
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 3:59 PM 
To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [E] [-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Subject: RE: Welcometo my world! In the news this morning ..... FW: The Daily Beast [Hotez]: The Unique Terror of Being 
a COVID Scientist After Jan. 6 



Well I'm not surprised. I purposely have not written to you because I figured you were extremely busy with work and all 

the scrutiny that NIH has been under and the way the press has been going after Tony Fauci. I hope that you are NOT 
receiving death threats like the rest of those guys are. It's ludicrous to think someone would threaten the life of ANYONE 

working in public service .... even IF they were up to no good. That wouldn't solve anything and the thought is horrifying! I 
feel really badly for your boss. He went from being a total "ROCK STAR" to having his whole life's work trashed and now 

even his life threatened. This world is truly messed up. 

The problem, as I see it, is that a scientist's view of the world is radically different than the views of most of us and we 
only want to BELIEVE the science if it suits us. It's a very sad fact. 

On a happier subject ..... our oldest C~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_i>f~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,-~graduated from! b6 bnd is officially OUT OF SCHOOL. ... until 
r•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·\·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

he starts up in the fall as a[_ __________________________________ ~~-~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·-·-·-···l I can't believe his i b6 i has gone THIS FAST. He had a 
"real" graduation ceremony, outside on the r-·-·-·iis-·-·-·-·lootball field .... all 100 males in his

0

class in one ceremony and 

then 100 girls in a separate ceremony. : _____ b6 ___ had everyone over to their lakehouse for a dinner and party so we had lots 
of time to celebrate and have fun. WE drove a car home for the Friday graduation and then had to fly back to Florida on 

Sunday to continue on with our remodeling ... which isn't going as quicky as we had hoped. That's another story ..... but 

you know the drill. ... one delay and problem after another. 

Nothing much else new around here ... just going from one construction zone to another. 
Hang in there big bro ...... 

Love you!!!! 
i-tiii] 
L--·-·..: 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] b6 
Sent: Monday, June 21, 202110:00 AM 

["_Io; _ _f __________ :·-·-:-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·:·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-!. ____ ~_~ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ :; 

Subject: Welcometo my world! In the news this morning ..... FW: The Daily Beast [Hotez]: The Unique Terror of Being a 

COVID Scientist After Jan. 6 

Hi guys, just some light morning reading from La La Land, where I live and work (see Daily 
Beast article below). 

Not only that, but in addition to my colleagues such as Tony Fauci, Kristian Anderson, Peter 
Daszak, and others not named in the piece, all of whom are under nationally-organized death 
threat campaigns, and all of whom have to be protected 24-7 by armed security details, on 11 
June I and several other NIH folks received a letter on US Senate stationary signed by 5 
senators working closely with the Wuhan conspiracy theorists and the Stop the Steal crazies: 
Rand Paul, Ron Johnson, Josh Hawley, Rick Scott and James Lankford. This letter demands of 
the Secretary of HHS the production of all documents, emails, etc., related to an alleged 
science cover up and conspiracy, and names me personally and quotes from my emails 
obtained under a previous FOIA, and demands that all my documents and stuff be turned over 
to them. Although this is about getting my boss, not about me, in the past such investigations 
have led to info being turned over to the wackos who organize the death threat campaigns. 

Hopefully the HHS will block this demanding letter, since it's not legal, in that it does not 
represent an official act of government, rather it's a grandstanding attempt of 5 senators, but I 
am still probably very close to joining my colleagues on the death threat list. And all of the 



documents requested, amounting to many hundreds of thousands of_pagesz __ would show 
absolutely nothing but normal good science. Good thing I live on the! b6 jof a condo, as I 
am a bit hard to reach in a sniper's sights. ' • 

Hopefully one day we will laugh about this! 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

i b 6 istant: Whitney Robinson) 

I _____________________________________________ I 

Disclaim.er: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) ruuned above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E]t_ _______________________ b6 ________________________ ] 
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 9:04 AM 
Subject: The Daily Beast [Hotez]: The Unique Terror of Being a COVID Scientist After Jan. 6 



The Unique Terror of 
Being a COVID 
Scientist After Jan. 6 
THE NEXT WAR 

ifs no coincidence that one of the tfrst guilty pleas in connection with the Capitol riot wa$ of 
an anti«vaxxer, 

Peter J. Hotez 

Alex Wong/Getty 

Being a scientist was not exactly fun during the height of the coronavirus pandem.ic 

in America. But somehow, even as cases and deaths are wav dov\rn in the United 

States, the attacks on us are worse than ever. 

Take Anthonv Fauci, a punching bag for the far right since the earliest days of the 

outbreak. The ''.Etre Fanci A<;;.t," a twisted piece of legislation first introduced by Rep. 

Marjorie Taylor Greene in April, gained additional Republican support this past 

week, now reaching at least a dozen House n1embers. 



That leaders of the GOP would go out of their way to reduce Dr. Fauci's salary to 

zero and ultimately force his retirement 1nust be exainined for what it really is. This 

is no simple beef with someone who was frequently targeted by the administration 

and its allies under Donald Trump. It is, instead, a piece of a much larger and 

systematic anti-science project on the far right, one that is increasingly hard to 

separate fro1n the Stop the Steal myth powering the right-wing fringe. 

The attacks accelerated in the first half of 2020, when the Trump White House 

embarked on a deliberate anti-science disinformation campaign. The explicit 

language both from the president and his staff 111embers: COVID-19 was a hoax, or 

else the death toll was a result of causes other than the virus. Hospital admissions 

reflected a catch-up in elective surgeries, and social distancing was discouraged in 

favor of promoting ridiculous1y low benchrnarks for herd irnrnunity. In response, 

many I~d.:.$.t.f.!t~ .. g9.:Y0..t.n.P:t::$. .. Pt.:~ill.g.tnIG.JY. .. r~J.fA}.;.G9: .. $..Q_d_gJ...iJ..i.§t~lr.l..Gi..ngJlP.d ... :ffi.{J_$_k 

measures, stoking terrible ,!\Taves of COVID-19 across southern states in the surnmer 

and the Midwest in the fall of 2020. Thousands lost their lives. 

Also in the 1nix was the outrageous White House conspiracy that the Chinese 

Communist Party ignited the epidemic in the U.S, possibly by sending infected 

people into our country. Trump suggested he would fire Faud-vvho he said 

disagreed ½'1th his Chinese trav·e1 ban--after the election, unleashing a steady stream 

of similar calls. 

But it did not stop there. Dr. Peter Daszak, just to take one example-the head of the 

non-profit EcoHealth Alliance-has been routinely hounded by right-wing media as 

pa1t of their fixation on the (still unresolved) ):Y:1J.h!'.1..rl Lab Lea]~ hypothesis. GOP 

Rep. Mike Gallagher has outrageously gone so far as to suggest Daszak may have 

~on_spired to block a fair probe of what happened. Scripps Research Institute 

virologist Kristian Andersen has had to deactivate his Twitter account due to similar 

aggression. 



I'm also personally threatened by emails, phone calls, and on social media for my 

views on vaccines, including COVID-19 vaccinations. They 1nostly have far-right and 

even white nationalist leanings, telling me about impending attacks from "patriots," 

some imbued with Nazi imagery. As one colleague eloquently said to me recently in 

a text: "It's like a slow moving train coining right for us. We have 1nore lethally 

armed extre1nists in the U.S. than anywhere, and GOP n1embers of Congress are 

whipping them up right now.'' 

I agree with Dr. Fauci when he says that these personal attacks represent an assault 

on American science. But this targeting has even greater implications. 

In the early 20th century, the Russian \i\rriter Maxim Gorky once commented that 

"without science, democracy has no future." Josef Stalin understood this well and 

banished scientists to die or face execution in gulags during the time of the Great 

Purge of the 1930s, and in years afte1wards. Stalin saw scientists as a threat to his 

ability to maintain the U.S.S.R. as a totalitarian state. Purging scientists was on his 

critical path to total control. It's why also similar authoritarian government-led 

attacks on scientists are now happening in Brazil, Nicaragug, and Venezuela. 

In their quest to reassert political dominance in the aftermath of the disaster that 

was Jan. 6, ranking me1nbers of the GOP, including House Republicans, feel a need 

to target us. They are almost certainly aware that their public statements represent 

dog whistles to thousands of armed individuals linked to far-right extremis1n. It's no 

coincidence that one of the first guHtv p1eas in connection with the Capitol riot 

involved someone carrying an anti-vaxxer propaganda sign. Ultimately, the far-right 

hunt for biomedical scientists represents an essential ele1nent for totalitarian 

control that goes back almost 100 years. 

In this context, moral courage and standing up for democratic values demands that 

the American people throw their full support behind scientists and scientific 

institutions. To do otherwise is to capitulate to the forces of insurrection. 



From: 

Sent: 

Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =6E52EOE B26D 140E E829 256B 1C281F7 AA-MAM 00 RE] 

6/28/2021 6:03:39 PM 

To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

RE: ACTION REQUIRED: NIH FOIA from Congressman Steube 

Thanks David. 

From: Mor ens, David (NI H/ NI Al D) [ E[ ___________________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
Sent: Monday, June 28, 20211:50 PM 
To: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E] !·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--i,s·--·•·-·-···-·-·-·-·-·-: 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Subject: RE: ACTION REQUIRED: NIH FOIA from Congressman Steube 

Marg, I don't seem to have any emails at all to either Peter or to Tony regarding the email in 
question. I don't even have a copy of the email to me. Usually I delete these kind of things 
every week or so because my inbox gets full. I do tend to save manuscripts, but nothing shows 
up related to this. Sorry. 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 
.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
! i I b 6 rnt: Whitney Robinson) 

! i 
! i 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Disclaimer: 'Ibis message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El:__ b6 __! 

Sent: Monday, June 28, 20211:01 PM 
To: Morensl David (NIH/NIAID) [El <l b6 i~_Erbeld_ing._Emily (N_IH/NIAID) [El 
!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- -b6·-·-·-·- -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i Stem my, Erik (NI H/N IAI D) [El.-.c . - --·-·-·-·-·-~~--.. ,:::c::::c=-::::c:-·-j 

'cc: D MID FO IA Group < !___ ___________________ __ !>_6_____________ ·-·-·-·-,___iol kers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) [ El <;-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·:; G i II es, Sha ran 
(NI H/N IAI D) [ El c·-·-·-·-·-·-·-;:·--·&(~---·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-: ' • 

Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: NIH FOIA from Congressman Steube 

Hello All - NIH FOIA received a request from Congressman Steube (last attachment). Please see Items 2 & 3 of Mr. 

Steube's request. NIH FOIA is asking if David Morens, Emily Erbelding and/or Erik Stem my replied directly to Peter 
Daszak in response to his April 18, 2020 email (redacted and unredacted copies attached) to ASF and David. If you could 

search your sent emails and forward any responsive email(s) and attachments you may have sent to Peter Daszak to me 

that would be appreciated. If you did not reply directly to Peter Daszak please let me know. 

NIH FOIA needs your responses by cob on June 30, 2021. 

Thank you. 

Marg 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El 
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2021 9:59 AM 

I i 
To: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El C~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;.~~~~~t=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;~~J Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 j 
Cc: Schofield, Robin (NI H/N IAI D) [ El 1-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b·f·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: ;·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: NIH FOi.A. from Congressman Steube 

GF/Sharon: Please see the email below and attachments from Karen Lampe (NIH FOIA) and advise. NIH FOIA is 

proposing that these records be re-released with the b7 (investigation) redaction removed. 

From: Lampe, Karen (NIH/OD) [El {~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~f~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J 
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2 0 21 9 :45 AM i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- =-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
To: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 ~ Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [El <ri b6 ! 

'-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• """L•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•I 

Subject: NIH FOIA from Congressman Steube 

Good Morning to you both. As you are probably aware, Congressman Steube has submitted the attached request for an 

unredacted version of the three page email between Dr. Fauci and Peter Daszak that was released to Buzzfeed last 

fall. At the time of that original release, the b7a redactions that we made to the document were to 

the best of our 
We've received the ok from OD 

leadership to do this but are now seeking the ok from your IC. Once we have that, this will go to the OGC and AUSA on 

the Buzzfeed case for their decision on the matter because this directly affects their case. If they agree with this plan of 



action, then it will go to HHS Oversight and the WH for their ok. HHS Oversight should be able to determine if this 

particular record has any bearing on any investigation that is currently open which would make the b7a redaction box 

still supportable. 

If everyone agrees to release without redaction, the records will go first to Buzzfeed and ICAN (who've been receiving 

the Buzzfeed documents 15 ,days _aft!=r Buzzfeed does), then Damien Paletta. We will answer Congressman Steube's 
request and post the entire i.__ __ b6 ___ Jollection in the FOIA reading room (as we're required to do by law once we've 

received 3 requests for the same set of documents). 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thanks, 

KvvVe,n; E. 'R. Levwq:>£1/, P rv. V. 
Freedom of Information Office 

National Institutes of Health 

l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6 ______________________ ! 



From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =6E52EOE B26D 140E E829 256B 1C281F7 AA-MAM 00 RE] 

Sent: 6/28/2021 5:01:24 PM 
To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens ]; Erbel ding, Emi ly 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=e976ebf7b14142fbb3c5c294efb334fe-erbeldingej]; Stemmy, Erik (NIH/NIAID) 
[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =585133d3fa 194f06aa618678b2817 c22-stem myej] 
CC: DMID FOIA Group [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=b4bed6950c6f44e9b9bf6d29aef58de5-DMID FOIA G]; Folkers, Greg 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=614c792839a146b9a8f87a1378519dbd-gfolkers]; Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) 
[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm] 

Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: NIH FOIA from Congressman Steube 
Attachments: Pages from 8.31.20 production_Redacted.pdf; Pages from 8.31.20 production boxed.pdf; NIH FOIA 6_5_21-

combined.pdf 

Hello All - NIH FOIA received a request from Congressman Steube (last attachment). Please see Items 2 & 3 of Mr. 

Steube's request. NIH FOIA is asking if David Morens, Emily Erbelding and/or Erik Stem my replied directly to Peter 
Daszak in response to his April 18, 2020 email (redacted and unredacted copies attached) to ASF and David. If you could 

search your sent emails and forward any responsive email(s) and attachments you may have sent to Peter Daszak to me 

that would be appreciated. If you did not reply directly to Peter Daszak please let me know. 

NIH FOIA needs your responses by cob on June 30, 2021. 

Thank you. 

Marg 

From: Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E] 

Sent: Friday, June 25, 2 0 21 9: 5 9 A!Y.!_______________________________________________ ,--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
To: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [E] ~ b6 ~ Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [Ei b6 j 

Cc: Schofield, Robin (NI H/N IAI D) [ EL] l_ ________________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·~----·-·-i '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Subject: ACTION REQUIRED: NIH FOIA from Congressman Steube 

GF/Sharon: Please see the email below and attachments from Karen Lampe (NIH FOIA) and advise. NIH FOIA is 

proposing that these records be re-released with the b7 (investigation) redaction removed. 

From: Lampe, Karen (NIH/OD) [E] ··====="'·"''''·"'·"'"'~'-"'''':' 
Sent: Friday, June 25, 2021 9:45 AM . , 
To: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [E] <~ b6 i; Moore, Marg (NIH/NIAID) [E] 1··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bif-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! •-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Subject: NIH FOIA from Congressman Steube 

Good Morning to you both. As you are probably aware, Congressman Steube has submitted the attached request for an 

unredacted version of the three page email between Dr. Fauci and Peter Daszak that was released to Buzzfeed last 

fall. At the time of that original release, the b7a redactions that we made to the document were to 

the best of our 
We've received the ok from OD 

leadership to do this but are now seeking the ok from your IC. Once we have that, this will go to the OGC and AUSA on 

the Buzzfeed case for their decision on the matter because this directly affects their case. If they agree with this plan of 
action, then it will go to HHS Oversight and the WH for their ok. HHS Oversight should be able to determine if this 



particular record has any bearing on any investigation that is currently open which would make the b7a redaction box 

still supportable. 

If everyone agrees to release without redaction, the records will go first to Buzzfeed and ICAN (who've been receiving 

the Buzzfeed documents 15 days aft er Buzzfeed does), then Damien Paletta. We will answer Congressman Steube's 

request and post the entire Leopold collection in the FOIA reading room (as we're required to do by law once we've 
received 3 requests for the same set of documents) . 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thanks, 

KC{,,Ve,n;E. 'R. L~e✓, Prv.V. 
Freedom of Information Office 

National Institutes of Health 

l--------------------~-~-------------------- i 



:frcrm 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Peter: 

Fauci, Anthony (NIH/N)AJD) 1EJ 
Sun, 1.9 Apr 2020 03:2.9:42 +0000 
Peter Oaszak 
RE:. Thank you for your public comments r.e COVID-19's origins 

Many t~anks for your kind note. 
Best regards, 
Tony 

Fr<1m: Peter Daszal<IRIRll!Ri I ,EBl:."¥11 
Sent: Saturday, April 18, 2020 9:4-3 PM 
To: Morens, David (NlH/NlAID) [EJ9"""S="""@B'"""·iffll'""': ""',. ·""'-""".ffl"""· .=. ,=9=.,=,=,~1= .. B; Fallci, Anthony tNIH}N!AID) H:'.I 

-► Cc: Stcmmy, Erlk (NIH/NtAlD) [Ej 
-lfllr.,,,, Aleksei Chmuril 
Subject: Thank you fot your public corrments re COVfD·19's o.rfg:irH 
trnportanw: High 

Tony (cc'ing Davie! so that you :night pass this on to Tony once he has a spare second) 

As the Pl of the R01 grant pob!ic!y targeted by Fo}( News (eporters at the Presidential press briefing last 
nightf l just wanted to say a personal thankvou on behalf of our staff and coHabcrators, for publicly 
standing up and stating that the scient1fit evidenc1: s~pports a natural origin fur COVID-19 frorn a bat-to
human spillowr, not a lab r~lease fmrr the Wuh,m lnstil!Jte of Virology 

From mv perspective_. your c-0mments ure brave, and coming from vourtrusted voke, wlH help dispel 
the myths befng spun ;3.round th~ virus origins. 

Once this p;mdemic:' s .ov£tr I took forNard thanking you in persoo an(! !et you know how '?mpottant your 
c.ommcnts are to us all. 

Cheers, 

Peter 





From: 
Sent: 

To: 
Subject: 

Peter: 

Fauci, Anthony {NIH/NfAID) !E] 
Sun, 19 Apr 2020 03:29:42 +0000 
Peter Daszak 
RE: Thank you for your public comments re..COVID-19'.s origins 

Many thanks for your kind note. 
Best regards, 
Tony 

From: Peter Daszakkdaszak@ecohealthalliance.org;,) 
Sent: Saturday, April 18, 2020 9:43 PM 
To: Morens; David (NIH/NIAIO) {EJ_&_D_M_O_R_E_N_S@-n-ia-id-.n-ih- .-go_v__,?} Fauci, Anthony (NIH/NIAID) [E] 

kAFAUC!@niaid.riih,go-} 
Cc: Stemrny1 Erik (NtH/NIAID} [Elkerik.stemmy@nih.gO\I>; Efbelding, Emtly (N1H/NIAID) [El 
l:i,~rn.il~.erb~!dtng@r1fh.g_o~>; Aleksei Chmura~chmur2@ecohE1?ltha!liance.org~ 
Subject: Thank you for your public comments re COVID·19's origins 
lmportam;e: High 

Tony (cc'lng David so that you might pass this on to Tony once he has a spare second) 

As the Pl of the ROl grant publicly targeted by Fox News reporters at the Presidential press briefing last 
night, l just wanted to say a person at thankyou on behalf of our staff and collaborators, for publicly 
standing u!'.) arid stating that the scientific evidence supports a natural origin for COVID-19 from a bat-to
human spillover, not a lab release from the Wuhan Institute of Virology, 

It's been a very hard few months as these conspiracy theorists have gradually become politicized and 
hardened in their stance. Especially because the work we've been doing in collaboration with Chinese 
virologists has given us incredible insight into the risks that these viruses represent, -so that we can 
directly help protect our nation from bat-origin col'onaviruses. We're fighting to keep the 
communications open with our Chinese colleagues, so that we can better address future pandemics like 
COVID-19, 

From my perspective, your comments are brave, and coming from your trusted voice, wHI help dispeJ 
the myths being spun around the virus' origins. 

Once this pandemic's over I look forward thanking you in person and let you know how important your 
comments are to us all. 

Cheers, 

Peter 



Peter Daszak 

President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

460 West 34th Street 
New York, NY 10001 
USA 

rel.: ~1-212-:380-447~ 
Website: www.ecoheaft hailiar.ee.◊,g 

Twitter: @.:P.etarOa~ak 



W. GREGORY STEUllE 
17TH DISTRICT., FLORIDA 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

JUDICIARY 

June 5, 2021 

National Institute for Health 
Freedom of Information Act Office 
Building 31, Room 5B35 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2107 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2107 

(:on~~j of tbt ltniteb 6mt~ 
:I§~ouze of ~cprezentati\.lez 
l¥JasJJing:ton, lH[ 20515 

This is a request under the Freedom ofinformation Act (FOIA). 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

2457 RAYBlJRN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-5792 

PlJNTA GORDA OFFICE 

226 TAYLOR ST. #230 
PtJNT/1. GORDA, FL 33950 

Copies of the documents identified and requested below have been previously released in response to a FOIA 
request by a member of the news media. In those previously released copies, email addresses were redacted 
under Exemption 6 and other information was redacted under Exemption 7(A). As a Member of Congress, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(d), I request a copy of these documents with all information unredacted except for 
information redacted under Exemption 6. 

I request that a copy of the following documents be provided: 

1. An email from Peter Daszak to Anthony Fauci and David Morens, with three other recipients carbon 
copied, sent on April 18, 2020 at 9:43 P.M. The subject of the email is "Thank you for your public 
comments re COVID-19's origins." A previously released, redacted version of this email is attached 
for identification purposes. I request a copy of this document with all information unredacted except 
for information redacted under Exemption 6. 

2. Any replies to the email identified above, with all information unredacted except for information 
redacted under Exemption 6. 

3. Any attachments that were sent with the email identified above or in reply to it, with all infom1ation 
unredacted except for information redacted under Exemption 6. 

I request a waiver of all fees. Should there be associated fees, please contact my office. My staff can respond to 
any questions at 202-225-5792. 

Enclosures 

! __ Sincerely, ; 

I b6 ! 
L _______ "'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

W. Gregory Steube 
Member of Congress 



from: 
Sent: 
To~ 
Subject: 

Peter: 

Fauci, Anthon~1 {NIH/NtAID) fEJ 
Sun, 19 Apr 202.0 03:29:42 +0000 
Peter Daszak 
RE: Thank yaufor your publk comments: re COVID-19's origins 

Many thanks for your kind note. 
Best regards, 
Tony 

From: Peter Oaszak1&1'.I] lf}l1ffi1, 
Ser1t: -Saturday!- April 18, 2020·9:43 PM 
_To: Morens, David Q'i!H/NIAID) fEJ■-11Ii] -· ' · .• : : Fauc~ Anthony (NIH/NfAID~ fE) ......... 
Cc: Stemmy, Erik (NIH/NlAID} fE] 
~-~"mi . • hm W~K%'ffi,..'%1il1:~~>, Alekset C u 
Subj~c;t: Thank yo.1,1 for yol.lr p.ublk comments re COVID~191s or1iins 
Importance: High 

Tcny (cc'.ing David so that you might pas5, this on to ,or;y once he has-a spare second) 

As the Pl of the ROl grant publicly targeted by fox News reporters at the Presidential oress briefing last 
night, I just wanted to say a p-ersonal thankyou on b-0half of our-staff and collaborato~, for publicly 
standing up and stating that the scientlfic evidence supports a natural origin for COV10~19 from a bat-ta
humtin .<;pillovar, not a lab refeas.- fro~ thP Wqhan lnstiture qfVimlog.y .. 

From mv persp-ective, your comments are .brave, and coming tr:01'l-Y vour trusted voice, will hel'p dispel 
the myths t,eing spun around the virus· origins. 

On<:e this- p;::indemic's ove, I look forward th,mking you ln person and let you know how important your 
commt?nts are to us all. 

Cheers, 

Peter 





From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

8/1/20218:06:32 PM 

Taubenberger, Jeffery (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =acf689cc4f7b4e0b841a 76d8fbb07f2b-ta u ben berge] 

RE: jeff. did you get one of thes? d FW: Records Management and Ema il Use: Capstone Email Retention Guidance for 

Al l NIH Staff (Non-Capstone Officials) 

I know, you are a boyscout.... I was always trying to get it on with the girlscouts ..... 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

I b 6 rtant: Whitney Robinson) 

i i 
i i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Disclaimer: 'Ibis message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Tau ben berger, Jeffery (NI H/N IAI D) ,~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---=---·-·----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·,-·-·-·-·-·-' 

Sent: Sunday, August 1, 2021 3:59 PM 



To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El l _______________________ ~-~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J 
Subject: Re: jeff. did you get one of thes? d FW: Records Management and Email Use: Capstone Email Retention 
Guidance for All NIH Staff (Non-Capstone Officials) 

I have always thought of my work email as public record so it doesn't change much for me. 

From: 11 

Mo re n s, David ( N I H/ N IA ID) [ E] 
11 

~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·p_~ ______________________ j 
Date: Sunday, August 1, 2021 at 3:49:33 PM 
To: 11T au be n berg er, Jeffery (NI H/ N IA Io l [ E 111 r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Subject: RE: jeff. did you get one of thes? d F\iV:-·1recoras-·iVfi:fria"gEfrn-enYan·a-I:~ail Use: Capstone Email Retention 

Guidance for All NIH Staff (Non-Capstone Officials) 

Hmmm .... might be time to start being more careful .... 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

1-·-·-·-·-·-·-b-Ef -·-·-·-·Tant: Whitney Ro bin son) 

! i 
! i 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Disclaim.er: 1bis message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 

CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Taubenberger, Jeffery (NIH/NIAID) [E] b6 
Sent: Sunday, August 1, 2 0 21 3 :45 ,.P_IY.I ________________________________________________ _ 

To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [Ell_ _______________________ b6 _________________________ ! 
Subject: Re: jeff. did you get one of thes? d FW: Records Management and Email Use: Capstone Email Retention 

Guidance for All NIH Staff (Non-Capstone Officials) 

I don't know. 

From: 11 
Mo re n s, David ( N I H/ N IA ID) [ E] 

11 r=:=:~:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=::=~(:=:=:::=:=~::=:::=:=:=:=J 
Date: Sunday, August 1, 2021 at 3:16:12 PM 
To: 11T au be n berg er, Jeffery (NI H/ N IA Io l [El II r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Subject: RE: jeff. did you get one of thes? d FW: Records Management and Email Use: Capstone Email Retention 

Guidance for All NIH Staff (Non-Capstone Officials) 

Does itmean anything, or just as usual? 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

I b 6 1
tant: Whitney Robinson) 

! i 
! i 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·-·. 

Discl~imer: This mesSllge is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) Mraed above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Taubenberger, Jeffery (NIH/NIAID) .-.. _________ b_6 __________ . 
Sent: Sunday, August 1, 2021 3:10 PM 

To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El i.__ ______________________ !l_~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__.l 
Subject: Re: jeff. did you get one of thes? d FW: Records Management and Email Use: Capstone Email Retention 

Guidance for All NIH Staff (Non-Capstone Officials) 

Yes 

From: "Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El" <i b6 ! 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· .. 

Date: Sunday, August 1, 2 0 21 at 3: 07: 45 PM,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 

To: "Tau be n berg er, Jeffery (NI H/ N IA ID) [El" !_ ______________________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___i 
Subject: jeff. did you get one of thes? d FW: Records Management and Email Use: Capstone Email Retention Guidance 
for All NIH Staff (Non-Capstone Officials) 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 

,. Bethesda, _MD_ 20892-2520 

I b6 rnt Whitney Robinson) 

i ! 
i ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

Disclaimer: 'Ibis message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain infonnation that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] b6 
Sent: Friday, July 30, 2021 4:35 PM 
To:[ b6 : 

l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Subject: Records Management and Email Use: Capstone Email Retention Guidance for All NIH Staff (Non-Capstone 

Officials) 

Good afternoon, 

In your capacity as a NIH employee acting on behalf of the U.S. Government, you will create and have access to official 

records. Official records are materials that document the workings of the agency. They may include documents, maps, 
charts, photos, or other items or materials, made or received in compliance with Federal law in the transaction of 

agency policies, decisions, procedures, operations, or other activities of public business. Personal files are distinct from 

official records and pertain solely to an individual's personal or private affairs. Official records, whether paper or 

electronic, are considered the property of the U.S. Government. Appropriate preservation and management of official 
records are required by Federal law and are necessary to protect the national security, privacy, legal, and fiscal interests 
of the Government and persons affected by the Government's activities. It is prohibited to unlawfully remove or destroy 

official records and to disclose information pertaining to national security and personal privacy. 

Email. Based on your current role, NIH has identified you as a Non-Capstone Official. Therefore, your NIH email is 
now covered by the NIH Non-Capstone Official email retention requirement of the NIH Records Management policy 
Um.P..1f_;floma,nih,gov/dms/p_r.9.grams/rm/Pages/Home.aspx) and is now considered a temporary federal record. 
Beginning August 02, 2021, the NIH email records management policy will require NIH to keep all NIH staff email in its 

email system for seven years after date of creation. This is part of our overall compliance with the NIH Records 

Management Policy that you might remember from taking the annual NIH Information Security Awareness Training 
(Records Management module) (https:/!irtsectrnining,nih,gov/). All necessary changes are implemented centrally 

within the NIH Email System and will be transparent to you. 

What You Need to Know: From the date of creation, the NIH Email System will automatically mark the emails you send 

and/or receive to include attachments as a temporary federal record by default. Email records will be retained for 7 
years. 

What You Need to Do: Continue to manage your inbox like you always have, unless you want to mark an email as "non
record" to indicate it is not a federal record. Messages marked as "non-record" will be marked for deletion. 

• If you have messages that do not fall under the definition of a federal record 

(https:/ /oma.nih.gov/dms/programs/rm/Docurnent%20Repository/OM%20Move%20Guidance%202017 /Is It a Record 

202017.pdf), you can label them as "non-record" and delete them from your inbox when no longer needed. 

• You can add the "non-record" label to individual emails, groups of emails, or entire folders. 

• If you are not sure whether an email qualifies as "non-record," keep the email and treat it as an official federal 

record. 



Also, federal staff should continue to respond to congressional, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), investigative, and 
audit records requests as they normally would. 

What You Don't Need to Worry About: 

• You do not have to start saving all your messages. The NIH Email System will automat ically do that for 

you. 
• Yes, you can still delete all emails that you no longer need from your inbox or folders. 

The system will mark all your messages as "record" by default and keep them, but they will not clutter up your mailbox 

once you delete or move t hem. 

How to Mark a Message as "Non-Record" 
l . Open Outlook. 
2. Select a message or messages. 
3. Select Tags from the Home menu ribbon. 
4. Select Assign Policy. 
S. Under Retention Policy, select Non-Record (1-day). 

For additional help and instructions on how to mark messages or folders as "non-record," see the attached NIH Email 
Non-Record Label Guide (for Windows or Mac) or the NIH Knowledge Base article on email management policy for 

records management (https:il.myitsm.niti.gov/ se!fservice/kb view customer.do?sysparm art.icle-=:i\$0019526). 

Note: Capstone Officials will receive a follow-up message about specific changes to their email. 

For More Information: Visit the NIH Records Management site @ 

(https:l/oma.nih.gov/dms/programs/rmf Pages/Home.asp};}, or see the NIH Policy Manual Chapter 1743-1, Email 
Records Management @ {https;/fpolicymanual.nih.gov/1143-l). 

Questions? 
If you have records management questions, email the NIH Records Management Program at 

nlhrecordsmanag_emcnt@nih.goy, or call 301-496-4606. 
If you have questions about how this requirement is being ip,plemented, contact your local IT support staff or the NIH IT 
Service Desk online at http~//itservitcedesk.nih.gov/ or call 301-496•4S57. 

Respectfully, 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson 
National Institutes of Health Records Officer 
Chief, Information Management Branch 
Division of Compliance Management 
Office of Management Assessment 
Office of the Director 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

8/25/2021 7:55:59 PM 

Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en= 7605eeb349ac41138b3 2fe3978e3986d-bi l I etc] 

RE: Marg 

I just sent Marg a nice hopefully sweet and funny email. TY for clueing me in as now that I do 
not have ai b6 !, and was released from morning meeting duty (thank God!!!!!), I 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

never know what's going on any more. 

Marg is the greatest, really! I knew her before I came to NIH, when I was in Hawaii, and she 
was wonderful even way back then. 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

I b6 rnt Whitney Robinson) 

i ! 
i ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) ruuned above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [El C.~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~~f~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~-~J 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 202111:11 AM 

To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El <--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·~?.-._·_·_·_·_·=·-·-·-·-·-j 

Subject: RE: Marg 

Yes, she was in Tony's office when I arrived, and then about 6 months in, she moved to my shop to run the FOIA office. 
And she has kept me laughing ever since - agree, pro-level funny! 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El <i b6 i 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 202111:03 AM 
To: Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [El .L_ _____________________ b._~----·-·-·-· ______ ___! 

Subject: RE: Marg 

Wowl.__ ______ b6 _______ _j She is such a sweetie, one of my favorite folks here. I don't remember 
whether she was here when you came but, if so, you may remember that she's hilariously 
drop dead funny, could have been a professional comedienne, honestly! 

Thanks for tip[ping me off, and yes, I will drop her an email and wish her well. ... 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 



.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

I b 6 rs: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

i i 
i i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- i 

Discfoimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such infonnation. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Billet, Courtney (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Tuesday, August 2 4, 2 0 21 10 :.~-~_t\_l\!1 ______________________________________________ _ 

To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El L_ ________________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-] 
Subject: Marg 

Is i b6 ! as of Friday. Doing the Irish exit - no parties! I thought you'd want to know and maybe drop her a note or 

so'mething. 



From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

Sent: 9/5/2021 4: 5 7 :49 _P_M _____________________________________________________________________________________ . 
To: David Morens ! b6 i 
Subject: FW. AS F --- fo i ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-. i b 6 !stant: Whitney Robinson) 

ri i 
~ i 
i i 
j_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Disclaimer: 'Ibis message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) b6 
Sent: Friday, September 3, 2021 9:29 AM 



To: NI Al D OD AM l_ ________________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J> 
Subject: RE: ASF --- foia 

Further on FOIA 

900 pages of EcoHealth Alliance grant materials are going out (with redactions) today under a lawsuit with 

First Look Institute (The Intercept). +non. 

Also, as folks may be aware, and apropos of my email late last night, Congress does not have to go through 
the FOIA. So the tranche from last night was not in the usual NIH FOIA channel. 

From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] 

Sent: Friday, September 3, 202112:09 AM 
To: ~ __ b6 __ j 
Subject: ASF --- foia 

We have closely monitored foia document releases with an eye toward items that are new/different/potentially 

problematic in terms of people using them to cause mischief. Nothing recently has fallen into those categories 

Unredacted emails requested by minority members of House Committee on Oversight and Reform 

In OD, please see 

For instance, for this entry, look at at the top one 

We have gone through these, and the ones that might be worth a first look are: 

• 2157-2161 

• 2314-2324 
• #14 and 15 



Disclaimer: Any third-party material in this email has been shared for internal use under fair use provisions of U.S. copyright law, 
without further verification of its accuracy/veracity. It does not necessarily represent my views nor those of NIAi D, NIH, HHS, or the U.S. 
government. 



From: Keusch, Gerald T [( __________ !>_~----·-·-·-·-i 
Sent: 9/11/202111:02:13 PM 
To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens ]; Peter Dasza k 

CC: 

I b6 ! 
•---R~b-;~ti;~·;·1-;~-·1e'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'ti"6 :Kristian Andersen r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bf"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-"l Eddie Holmes 

[ edwa rd. hol mes(¥s-ydn"ey~e"ciu~·a·uFA-ngie-·Rasm"u~sen i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-··ii6"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--y Jason Ga I e 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

Subject: RE: origins of SARS-CoV-2 

I liked your attributed words, just wished they were more specifically targeting the nutcase contingent - which is what 

you no doubt were saying. 

Jerry 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] ~ b6 ] 
Sent: Saturday, Septembe_r_ 11L_2021_2:'1s _PM·-·-·-·-·-·. ' 
To: Peter Daszak ~ b6 : 

L---~·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
Cc: Ke u sch, Ge ra Id T L _______________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·! Robert Kess I er <1_ _____________________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j Kristian Andersen 

!._ _____________________ b6 ____________________ J; Ed die Halm es c:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~:::~::::::::~:::::::::::::::::J; Angie Rasmussen 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·_f>; J as On Ga I e [·--·-·-·--·---·-···bs-·-···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 
Subject: Re: origins of SARS-CoV-2 

She seemed like a good and diligent reporter so i was kinda pissed that she misquoted me. But as i am sure you 
know, this is what happens when reporters scribble down notes without thinking, and then later patch it all 
together and edit it down. What i said to her in an hour of interview, including many addition things not in the 
article, was unmistakeably NOT what she wrote, at least not in that part. Grr.... d 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Sep 10, 2021, at 21: 17, Peter Daszak 4 b6 f wrote: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-) 

Yes - just saw that story- not much new in it and I did enjoy your quote even though I didn't know what 

you meant was a waste of time!! I think we all get it. In the end the give-away for this story is 1) the first 
pie they put up (the ubiquitous me in a car in front of the WIV with security guards) and 2) the quotes 

they highlight in giant font which are about the lab leak, nothing else ... Tedious to be honest. 

I've pasted it because it's subscription only and you shouldn't be giving them money ... 



Members of the World Ilea Ith Organization team tasked with investigating the origins of COVID-l 9 aITive 
at Wuhan [nstitute of Virology earlier this year. 
PHOTOGRAPH HY THOMAS PHTER REUTERS 
SClE NCE 

CORONAVIRUS COVERAGE 

Why it's so tricl<y to trace the origin of 
COVID-19 
A 90-day investigation into the source of SARS-CoV-2 has shown consensus that 
the virus was not engineered. But many other elements remain a mystery. 
BYPRIYANKA RUNWAL 
PUHi.iSl1ED SEl' Tf:MBER JO. '.'O?.l 
• :rn MlN READ 

After 20 m.onths, 219 n1illion cases1 and m.ore than four 1nillion deaths, 
,veve ]earned a lot about the COVID-19 pandeinic. But the n1ost 
polarizing question and central mystery remains: We still don't know 
·where the virus that started it a11 actually carne from. l\!lost_experts were 
not surprised in late August when a 90-day investigation by the U.S. 
intelligence community came up empty-handed on the origin of the 



SARS-CoV-2 virus. A brief, one-page unclassified sumn1ary released on 
August 27 revealed the only point on which the intelligence comn1unity 
agreed: that the virus ,,vas ('not developed as a biological weapon.'"' 

Understanding where, when, and how this pandemic started is 
iinportant information for public health officials seeking to contro1 its 
spread and even prevent future outbreaks. If the source of the virus is 
found to be bats or another anin1al, as many experts suspect, 
preventative measures n1ight include curtailing contact between that 
animal and those living or working in close proxhnity. Measures could 
involve regular surveillance of animals and hun1ans living where the 
virus is endeinic to reduce the likelihood of future spillover-when a 
virus is transnutted to a human, directly or via a host animal, triggering 
an outbreak. 

The results may also lead to broader policy decisions to curb 
deforestation and habitat fragrnentation, and to block human 
settlements in lmo\.\111 viral hot zones. Knovving where the pandemic 
virus arose could also lead to changes in hun1an behavior, such as 
reducing den1and for bushn1eat and wildlife-derived products that drive 
the illegal ,vildlife trade. And if the virus is instead found to have leaked 
from a lab, that finding would no doubt spur scientists and policy
makers to find safer ways to study these pathogens. 

Historically looking back, we can have lab leaks. 
H.SSB Bl (JOMVTROLOG l ST 

That's why scientists support a thorough, evidence-based investigation 
for the origins of COVID-19. But similar inquires during past epidemics 
have taken months to years to yield answers1 and in several cases, the 
mystery ren1ains unresolved. 

"Science takes time," says Arinjay "Banerjee, a virologist at the 
University of Saskatchewan in Canada. ''To go back and confidently 
identifv the source is a difficult task." ., 

Earlier this year, an international World Health Organization tean1 
visited the city of \1Yuhan, China, to assess the evidence China had 
provided about the origin of SARS-CoV-2. In a report that surnrnarized 
their findingsi the WHO suggested that it was "likely to very likely" that 



the virus first spread from infected bats to hun1ans via an intermediate 
host anilna1. 

'I'his was the case \,vith the 2002 SARS-CoVoutbreak-·--· the first 
pandemic of the 21st century; the virus n1.ost likely spilled over from 
cave-dwe11ing horseshoe bats in China to pa1n1 civets sold in live animal 
markets, where it reached hu1nans. Sin1ilar1y, the 2012 l\1ERS-CoV 
epidemic is suspected to have originated in bats and was later 
transmitted to dromedary can1els, which infected hu1nans. 

That vVHO report also deemed a laboratory leak fro1n the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology, known for its work ,,vi.th corona viruses, as 
''extre1ne1y unlikely." But the condusion sparked backlash from 
scientists and governments around the ,vor1d, 'Who argued that ifs still 
too early to rule out a lab leak based on the evidence in hand. Other 
experts caution that po1itica1 motivations could drive people to hasty 
conclusions. 

"There is a progenitor virus out there somewhere, and ,,ve should look 
for it," says David Morens, senior scientific adviser on epidemiology to 
Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases. "But at some point, it crosses over from doing due 
diligence to ,wasting time and being crazy. We n1ay have seen that point 
already." 

IIere's what we know so far about the scientific investigation into the 
origin of the pandemic, and what still needs to be done to find clear 
answers. 

What evidence do virus detectives seek? 
Tracing the origin of a virus requires eA'tensive fieldwork, thorough 
forensics, and a fair bit of luck The laborious endeavor can take yeai·s 
until scientists have the evidence they need to point to a source. 

For diseases originating fro111 aniina1s, that evidence is typically a 
genetic 111atch between vin1s sequences obtained from an anin1a:l and 
those from some of the first confirined patients. The n1atch may not be 
100 percent, because viruses gather mutations or new genes over titne 
and as they jun1p hosts. But vdth enough investigation, scientists have 
found nearly perfect matches of around 99 percent or better for son1e 
viruses-including the ones responsible for two previous coronavirus 
outbreaks. 



Cat-like tree-dwelling palm civets, considered a delicacy and sold 
in street markets, quickly beca1ne the focus during the 2002-04 
outbteak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrol'.ne (SA.RS) that en1erged 
in China's Guangdong Province, which resulted in more than 8,000 

cases and nearly 800 deaths in 29 countries. Some of the first SARS 
cases included several infected restaurant chefs handling a variety of 
ani..rnals. Blood tests of anin1al traders in the region showed higher 
prevalence of antibodies against the SA.RS-associated coronavirus 
compared to healthy controls, vvith the highest levels recorded among 
those who traded primarily in masked paln1 civets. 

A 2003 paper also sho,,ved that the nasal swab of a masked palm civet 
obtained frmn a live animal market in Guangdong yielded a 99.8 
percent 1natch behveen the full genon1e sequence of the SARS-CoV-like 
virus iso1ated from the civet and virus from a hu1nan. This indicated 
that the S.i-\RS-CoV-1ike virus had recently infected civets at the market. 

But it became evident that these furry mamn1als weren't the original 
sources, as the virus was mostly absent an1ong farmed n1asked palm 
civets prior to reaching the markets, and it ,.vas not widely circulating in 
its wild populations. Suspecting bats to be the natural reservoirs} given 
that they harbor other zoonotic viruses, researchers srunpled blood, 
fecal, and throat swabs of bats in regions across China and in Hong 
Kong. 

More than 10 years later, they identified horseshoe bats in a remote 
cave in southwestern China's Yunnan Province sporting virus strains 
that contain all the genetic pieces recorded in viral genomes frorn 
hun1an patients. It's possible the strain that precipitated the 2002 

epide111ic was a product of rec01nbination of different genetic strains 
found in these bats. 

Scientists later used lessons from tracing the origins of the SARS 'Vitus 
to investigate the source of the 2012 Middle East Respirato1y Syndro1ne 
(MERS) coronavirus outbreak, which infected more than 2,000 people 
in 37 countries and killed nearly 900. 

The virus was first isolated from a 60-year-old businessman who died of 
severe pneun1onia and multi-organ failure in .June 2012 in a hospital in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Early efforts to trace the source focused on bats. 
In Saudi Arabia, throat S"wab, urine, fecal, and blood smnples from ,,vild 
bats, including those occurring in the area where the first patient lived 
and worked, shuwed indications of a MERS-like coronavirus in one 



Egyptian tomb bat fecal san1ple. But without a full genome sequence, 
the role of bats could not be evaluated. 

Meanwhile, anecdotal reports suggested s01ne patients had been 
exposed to dromedary cmnels or goats. A 2013 study found antibodies 
against MERS in blood sarr1ples collected fron1 retired racing can1e1s in 
On1an, which 'Were missing in blood from European sheep, goats, and 
cattle. Similar blood surveys conducted in several countries within the 
A.rabian Peninsula, Egypt, and Spain's Canary Islands also shovved the 
presence of antibodies in can1el blood, indicating the hoofed mammals 
were once infected by the virus. 

But the strongest evidence of dromedary camels' involve1nent came 
from Qatar in October 2013, where a camel herd ovvner and his co
worker were diagnosed with MERS. Nasal svvab tests indicated five of 14 
camels on their fam1 were MERS-positive. Further, whole viral genome 
sequences obtained from humans and came1s were 99.5 to 99.9 percent 
identical. 

Scientists believe camels are the intermediate hosts and suspect bats to 
be the original reservoirs of MERS-CoV. That's because son1e bat 
speciest like the vesper bats in South Africa, harbor viruses that are 
related to the one that causes MERS. But there's still an evolutionary 
gap between those bat viruses and the hu1nan or camel versions. 

"We still havent found those viruses that are very, very close/' says 
viro1ogist C'hantal Reusken at the Dutch Institute for Public Health and 
the Environment in the Nether lands. 

This is all weaponized politically, which is unfortunate. 
1) fd< R Y l. fi A 1. 1 A R A NOV If{ 0 I. C. Ct IS 1' 

What we know so far about COVID-l 9's origin story 
One key difference with the SARS and MERS outbreaks is that scientists 
,vere able to identify the intennediate animal sources within nwnths of 
their onset. For COVID-19, that link re1nains unknown. 

In December 2019, smne of the early COVID-19 cases in Wuhan were 
report ed a1nong vendors linked to the Huanan rnarket, which was 
selling wild and farmed animals including badgers, racoon dogs, civets, 
hare, rats> snakes, and crocodiles. 



Between January 1, when the market was closed, and March 2020., 
officials ,vith the. Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
collected 1nore than goo swab samples of floors, walls, or surfaces of 
objects from the Huanan market, its drainage system, and the 
surrounding 1narkets. They found that 73 sainples were SARS-CoV-2 
positive. 

The Chinese CDC also collected 1nore than 2,000 fecal and body swab 
samples from alive or frozen animals in H nanan and other 1narkets in 
Wuhan, fro1n animals raised by some Huanan market suppliers, and 
from several ,vild animals found in nearby provinces in southern China. 

According to the WHO report, all those samples tested negative for 
SARS-CoV-2, and in son1e cases, for antibodies against the virus. But 
this sa111pling missed many live animals typically sold ·vvhen the markets 
were open. Similar tests of thousands of livestock and poultry sainp1es 
collected from across China in 2018, 2019, and 2020 as part of routine 
animal surveillance also tested negative for SARS-CoV-2. 

Last year~ scientists detected SARS-CoV-2-like virus strains in Sunda 
pangolin tissue sa1nples that were seized in anti-s1nuggli11g operations 
in southern China in 2017 and 2018. Sought for their meat and scales 
used in traditional Chinese medicine> these pangolins are a1no:ng the 
world's 1nost trafficked n1amma1s. But with only an 85.5 to 92.4 percent 
match betvveen the human SARS-CoV-2 genon1e sequence and those 
obtained fron1 pangolins, scientists cai/t mark them as the relevant 
hosts. Also, a teatn surveying Wuhan's wet markets between May 2017 
and November 2019 found no pangolins being sold there. 

And as was the case Y\rith MERS, comparing genon1e sequences from 
early COVJD-19 patients with SARS-like coronavirus sequences directly 
from bats hasn1tyet yielded a close enough match, either. 

So far, the closet relative is a coronavirus labelled RaTG13. It was 
discovered in Chinese horseshoe bats near a cave in Yunnan shortly 
after six miners fell sick and three of them died due to an unknown 
respiratory illness in 2012. RaTG13 shares 96.2 percent of its genon1e 
with human SARS-CoV-2. A coronavirus dubbed RmYN02 and derived 
from Nialayan horseshoe bat poop collected in Yunnan Province in 2019 

is 93.3 percent similar. 

Scientists have also identified SARS-CoV-2-related viruses in bats 
outside China. This Janua1y a team isolated a coronavirus sequence 



shovVing a 92.6 percent match fron1 t\vo Shame1's horseshoe bats 
sampled in Cambodia in 2010. i\nd in February a coronavirus named 
RacCS203 taken fron1 acum.inate horseshoe hats in Thailand's 
Chachoengsao Province showed 91.5 percent sin1ilarity in its genetic 
code. 

Matches above 90 percent may sound high, but in genon1ic tern1s ifs a 
·wide evolutionary gap. After all, hurnans and bonobos are an 98.7 
percent genetic match. 

"The big problem is that bats are everywhere and there are so many 
species with a huge diversity of ·viruses, including coronaviruses," says 
Bart Haagmans, a virologist at the Erasmus Iviedical Center in the 
Netherlands. "It's difficult to find the bats ,,vith the virus that sta1ted the 
outbreak." 

Why the lab-leak suspicion persists 
Many scientists believe that SARS-CoV-2 originated in nature. and is 
unlikely a product of laboratory engineering. In a l\i'Iarch 2020 Nature 
Medicine study, for instance, Kristian Andersen, a virologist at the 
Scripps Research Institute in La Jolla, California, and his colleagues 
showed that so1ne genetic features once considered unique to SARS
CoV-2-and thus potentially hun1an-n1ade-are found in nature. They 
found features like the furin cleavage site, which faci1itates the virus's 
entry into hutnan ce11s, and the receptor binding domain that allows the 
virus to anchor itself to hun1an cells,a1so present in related viruses 
isolated fron1 Malayan pangolins and bats. 

But despite its likely natural origin, the theory that SARS-CoV-2. could 
have escaped frorn a laboratory continues to pique the interest of son1e 
scientists, several politicians, and many in the larger public sphere. 

Part of the suspicion comes from the fact that the pandemic emerged 
very dose to the Wuhan Institute of Virology, where researchers have 
been surveying bats for coronaviruses and rnaintaining a database of 
san1ples and virus sequences. '~People look at the coincidence," 
Andersen says. 

The institute's location doesn't surprise hitn, though. Wuhan is an 
extren1ely connected and populous city with several wet rnarkets, and in 
the past~ bat coronavi.ruses have been identified fron1 the larger region. 



<(There are labs close to wbere outbreaks can happen, and where these 
outbreaks happen is where you want to study the1n/' Andersen says. 

Still, experts and observers argue it's possible n1en1bers of the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology staff were infected due to safety lapses while 
,vorking with the SARS-CoV-2 virus or during fieldwork, and then they 
inadvertently spread the disease. 

What's frustrating is that with son1e transparency, it can all be 

cleared up. 

DARRYL FA LZARANOVIROl.OfilST 

In a letter published in Science on May 14, son1e scientists suggested 
that the possibiHty of the virus escaping from the lab was not given due 
consideration during the ,vHO investigation. In a March 30 press 
briefing, WHO program manager Peter Ben Embarek, who 'led the 
COVID-19 fact-finding 111ission to China said: "Since [the lab leak 
theory] was not the key or rnain focus of the joint studies, it did not 
receive the same depth of attention and work as the other hypotheses." 

The '\Vuhan institute's leading bat virologist Shi Zhengli said her 
laboratory records didn't indicate any 1natch between virus samples her 
tean1 had collected fron1 China's bat caves and SARS-CoV-2 sequences. 
However, the w1~1O-China team couldn't access those records. 

Laboratory accidents aren't unheard of. In Singapore, Taiwan~ 
and China, four researchers i.n labs studying the SARS virus were 
accidently infected in the aftern1atb of the initial outbreak. In 2014, 

dozens of workers at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Atlanta were potentially exposed to live anthrax bacteria 
resulting from a breach in safety procedures. 

"Historically looking back, ,-ve can have lab leaks/ says Jesse Bloom_, a 
virologist at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and lead 
author of the Scfonce letter. "To be confident about what happened, we 
need more investigation.,, 

Fresh controversy erupted when a May 23 Wall Street 
Journal story reported that an undisclosed U.S. intelligence report 
clain1ed three researchers at the \1Vuhan institute sought hospital care in 
Noven1ber 2019 for "symptoms consistent vvith both COVID-19 and 
co1nn1on seasonal illness." The identity of those researchers or the exact 
illness they had still remains unknown. 



The Wff O report found no records of COVID-19-related illness or 
evidence of infection among the institute's staff prior to Dece1nber 
2019. However, the tea1n didn't have access to raw patient data fro1n 
174 early CO\TID-19 cases identified in Wuhan, half of which weren't 
connected to the Huanan n1arket. This information could aid the quest 
to trace the pande1nic·s origin. 

"What's frustrating is that with som.e transparency, it can all be cleared 
up," says virologist Darryl Falzarano at the University of Saskatchewan. 
''This is all weaponized politically, whlch is unfortunate.t' 

What happens next 
Several molecular dating analyses have suggested that SARS-CoV-2 was 
potentially circulating as early as October 2019. The VVHO report 
therefore reco1111nends searching for SARS-CoV-2 antibodies in stored 
blood bank samples. This could help resolve the timeline for when the 
virus emerged, but the search for ,vhat started the pandemic may be a 
long and arduous one. 

'~You may have to spend the next 10 years sampling animals to find 
something that's really close," Falzarano says. "But you n1ay not even 
find that perfect linkage." 

The vVHO team reco1nrnends searching for SARS-CoV-2-related viral 
sequences and antibodies in horseshoe bats mainly in southern China 
and in East and Southeast Asia. Sirnilar surveys for potential 
intennediate host species could include pangolins, minks, rabbits, 
raccoon dogs, and do1nesticated cats, all of which have been infected by 
SARS-CoV-2 in the recent past. 

Other projects include tracing vvildlife fari11s that supplied markets in 
Wuhan and testing susceptible animals and people interacting w:ith 
them, and analyzing the role of cold chains and frozen foods as a 
transmission source. 

Recently, unpublished grant proposals and annual reports obtained by 
The Intercept gave insight into N'ational Institutes of Health-funded 
coronavirus research in \,Vnhan in collaboration with New York-based 
non-profit EcoHealth Alliance. 

In sophisticated, high-security facilities called Biosafety Level 3 labs, 
scientists tested the ability of new bat coronaviruses to infect 



humanized mice cells. These tests often used hybrid viruses created 
using a previously known SARS-like strain as the backbone and adding 
·what's called a spike protein fro111 a new virus that facilitates its entry 
into cells. 

"It's standard virology research and it's addressing a really key 
question: What are the potential viruses that could emerge [as a 
potential threat to humans] and where are they found," says Andersen, 
who re·viewed the docun1ents on National Geographic's request. To hhn, 
the information doesn't indicate that SARS-CoV-2 was engineered in 
the Wuhan laboratory as the backbone strain used in their experin1ents 
is not the backbone of SARS-CoV-2. 

Still, even before the grant documents came to light, so1ne pundits ,vere 
wondering if the laboratory vvill be investigated fu1ther for conducting 
any risky experiments or biosafety breaches. 

"vVe don't know exactly what happened," Bloom says. "So, we can't rule 
out all possibilities" 

Editor's ote: This stmy originally misspelkd the name of the virologist at the Scripps 
Research Institute Jolla. It is Kristian Andersen. 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 
President 

EcoHealth Alliance 
520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 
New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 

1 i 
Tel.:i b6 ! 
Webs1te·:www:ec5fie;11thalliance.org 
Twitter: (w PeterDaszak 

EcoHeofth Affiance science-based sojutfons to conservation 



From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [EL ___________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.J 
Sent: Friday, September 10, 2021 4:33 PM 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 
To: Peter Daszak <r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b"ii-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-f; Gerald Keusch <i b6 j>; Robert Kessler 
!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.:L----------------:-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-,-,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,., .... ---·-·-·-·' 

j b 6 iKri sti an Andersen ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-··~--~9.9_i_~ Ho Im es 
' ' A • R ! • J G I ~--------------------------------------------------·-; ______________ J; ng1e asmussen; b6 r; ason a e 
i _______________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j t·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

Subject: Fwd: origins of SARS-CoV-2 

This lady totally misquotes me because she did't read her own notes and didn't let me go over 
the text as agreed to. The« waste of time» comment was about chasing lab leaks, not searching 
for viral origins 

Grrrrrr. ...... d 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Priyanka Runwal ~ b6 ___ J 
Date: September 10, 2021 at 16:24:14 EDT 
To: "Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <i~'. ____ b_6 ______ j 
Subject: Re: origins of SARS-CoV-2 

Hi David, 
The story was finally published 
today: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/ science/ article/why-its-so-tricky-to
trace-the-ori gin-of-covid-19 
I really appreciate you taking the time to speak with me and sharing your insights. 

On Tue,_Sep 7,_2021 __ at _12:52_PM Priyanka Runwal 

<l ______________________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· f wrote: 

L _____________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-__! 

~n_Tue, __ Sep 7,_2021 __ at__12:_51_PM Priyanka Runwal 
1 b6 ~ wrote: 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Sounds good. Thank you. 

I'm at l_ ____________ ~-~---·-·-·-·-·Jtall me anytime. 

On Tue, Sep 7, 2021 at 12:45 PM Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] 
<1 b6 i> wrote: 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

No, but give me a number to call you. In a meeting now but should 
be free within the hour 



David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 

Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

,-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

I b6 listants: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

i ! 

!.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

Discl.itner: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that 
is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to 

persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly labeled before dissemination 
via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us 
immediately. 

From: Priyanka Runwali b6 i 
Sent: Tuesday, September-7~·-202rl2:3TP1v1"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] <L_ _____________________ b6 ________________________ _i 

Subject: Re: origins of SARS-CoV-2 

Thank you for your reply. I can call you now or any other convenient time you 
prefer. 



Is this the best number to reach you: !_ ___________ b6 __________ ___] 

_OnTue,_Sep_7,_2021 __ at__l_~:26 PM Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] 
i b6 p- wrote: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Sure, let me know ..... 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 

Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

Disclaimer: Tiris message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information 
that is PROTECTED, PRlVILEGED, and/or CONF1DENTIAI.., and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to 

persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly labeled before 
dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments 
and notify us immediately. 



From: Pri yank a Runwal {_ ______________________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 
Sent: Tuesday, September 7, 2021 12:,26_PM _________________________________________ 

0 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] L._ ______________________ ~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-?' 
Subject: Re: origins of SARS-CoV-2 

Dear David, 

We spoke a while ago and my editor is looking to publish the story tomorrow. 

I have, of course, included quotes from our earlier interview, but would you 
have any comment on the FOIA-ed grant proposals and suggestions of gain
of-function research The Intercept story 
cites:https://theintercept.com/2021 /09 /06/new-details-emerge-about
coronavirns-research-at-chinese-lab/ 

Your input would be helpful to our readers. I wouldn't take more than 10 
minutes of your time. Let me know. Thank you. 

On Fri, Jul 30, 2021 at 5:46 PM Priyanka Runwal 
4 b6 f wrote: 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

Thank you so much, David. 

On Fri, Jul 30, 2021 at 3:50 PM Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] 
<L_ ________ , ·r b6 ------=·-·-·-·-· !Wrote· 

Hi Priyanka, attached is the article I mentioned that came out 
yesterday, expaining in part why legitimate scientists are afraid 
to speak out about the "origins" stories. 



David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 

Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

b 6 lstant: Whitney Robinson) 

; 
; 
; 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Disclaimer: Tiris message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information 
that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or CONF1DENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied 
to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly labeled before 
dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments 
and notify us immediately. 

From: Pri yank a Runwal i.__ _______________________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___j 
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 6:36 Pfy!_ ________________________________________________________ , 
To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] !._ __________________________ ~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___! 
Subject: Re: origins of SARS-CoV-2 

Hi David, 

Here are my questions: 



1) Given past pandemics, what about the SARS-CoV-2 origin 
narrative/debate surprises you? 

2) As an expert, what's the proof you're looking for to pin down the origin-
either in nature or the much-debated lab leak/engineering? 

Essentially, what evidence will convince you of the rightful SARS-CoV-2 
ongm. 

3) In the same context, what are key data/pieces of evidence we should have 
had by now but are missing? This could touch on the early 
surveillance China did and the WHO team reviewed. 

4) Are there any questions about the origin that we (media) aren't asking or 
science we aren't understanding/appreciating that we should? 

Please let me know when and what number to call you tomorrow. Thanks 

_Q1?:_I_l!1::1_2}1};! __ ~_?.1 __ ~9-~.L~!J0:47 AM Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] 
i b6 f> wrote: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~ 

Great, TY, 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 

Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 



31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

! i 
! i I b 6 rtant: Whitney Robinson) 

! i 
! i 
! i 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Disdaimer: Tiris message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient{s) named above. It may contain 
information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or CONF1DENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, 
distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be 
properly labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, 
distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please erase all copies 
of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Priyanka Runwal i b6 ~ 
·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Sent: Thursday, July 2 9, 2 021 1 0: 15 f--M--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E1.__ ________________________ b6 ________________________ ___i 
Subject: Re: origins of SARS-CoV-2 

Later tomorrow works for me. 

I really appreciate you making the time. 

I'll send some questions your way this afternoon. Thanks again. 

On Thu, Jul 29, 2021 at 10:03 AM Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] 
L ____ , __ , __ , __ , __ , __ , __ , __ , __ , __ ,_,_,...bs __ , __ , __ , __ , __ , __ , __ , _____ ,..., ,---, __ :,. wrote: 



Possibly later tomorrow... My schedule is a bit messed up 
until next Tuesday as I am both working and have guests in 
town. My best times are typically late afternoons, like 4 or 
5ish.. .. Also, it would be helpful if you could send me a few 
more sentences about specifically what you are looking for, so 
that I can perhaps pull out some of the key manuscripts, Ty, 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 

Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

b6 Whitney Robinson) 

Di!lclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) runned above. It may contain 
information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, 
distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be 
properly labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, 
distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please erase all 
copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Priyanka Runwal <i b6 ~ 
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 10:05 AM • 
To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] 4·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1:i°G-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
Suh j ect: Re: origins of SARS-Co V-2 L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Hi David, 

Thank you so much for your email. 

I'm happy to work around your schedule to make this interview possible. 

Would anytime this week work for you? 

rn,., __ Th,.,_ ___ 1u.L'1.o ___ '.}_0..'1..L,,.LO.cp6 AM Morens, David (NIH!NIAID) [E] 
i b6 ~ wrote: 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Hi Priyanka, our media office here suggested you may want to 
speak to me about the origins of SARS-CoV-2. Happy to do 
that, schedules permitting. 



David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 

Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

b6 Whitney Robinson) 

Dim:laimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain 
information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or CONF1DENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, 
distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be 
properly labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, 
distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please erase all 
copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



Best, 

Priyanka Runwal 

i._ _________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
Science, environment & health journalist 

Bylines: The New York Times, Scientific American, STAT, National 
Geographic, Audubon Magazine .. Science News, Live Science, 
others 

Best, 

Priyanka Runwal 

(.,q-·-·-·r·-·-·-· b6 ___ ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

Science, environment & health journalist 

Bylines: The New York Times, Scientific American, STAT, National 
Geographic, Audubon Magazine, Science News, Live Science, others 

Best, 

Priyanka Runwal 

{g _________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

Science, environment & health journalist 

Bylines: The New York Times, Scientific American, STAT, National 
Geographic, Audubon Magazine, Science News, Live Science, others 



Best, 

Priyanka Runwal 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
(i b6 ! \ ____________________ . 

Science, environment & health journalist 

Bylines: The New York Times, Scientific American, STAT, National 
Geographic, Audubon Magazine,, Science News, Live Science, others 

Best, 

Priyanka Runwal 

b6 
Science, environment & health journalist 

Bylines: The New York Times, Scientific American, STAT, National 
Geographic, Audubon Magazine, Science News, Live Science, others 

Best, 

Priyanka Runwal 
1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

!·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
Science, environment & health journalist 

Bylines: The New York Times, Scientific American, STAT, National 
Geographic, Audubon Magazine .. Science News, Live Science, others 



Best, 

Priyanka Runwal 
! b6 ! 
L,-:-_-·.:y::-·•""- ... .. _-:__-_- ..,._. --1 

Science, environment & health journalist 
Bylines: The New York Times, Scientific American, STAT, National 
Geographic, Audubon Magazine, Science News, Live Science, others 

Best, 

Pri yanka Runwal 
1-. .-y, .D:--·.-:-.·~· .. .-.·.-:-.·.-:-b6 MaN-·--:-.·.-:-.·.-:-.·.-:-.·.-:-.·.-:-.·.-:-.·.-·-! 

Science, environment & health journalist 
Bylines: The New York Times, Scientific American, STAT, National 
Geographic, Audubon Magazine, Science News, Live Science, others 

Best, 

Priyanka Runwal 
! b6 ! 
L--· . ........,,,.,.I·-·-··-1-··-·-·-·-··-·-·-·-··-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Science, environment & health journalist 
Bylines: The New York Times, Scientific American, STAT, National 
Geographic, Audubon Magazine, Science News, Live Science, others 

The information contained in this communication frotn U1e sendei- is conl'identiaL It is ,ntended soiely for use by the 
recipient and others author·ized to rnceive it, If you are not the rncipient, you anc hereby notified that any 
disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in reiation of the contents oi' this ini'orrnation is strictly prnhibited 
and may be uniawful, 

This email has been scanned for virnses am1 malware, am1 may have l,een archived by Min,ecast, a 
ieadei- in email secui-it:y and rnsilience, M,tnecast integrates email dei'enses w,th tYand protection, security 
awareness training, web security, am1 othff essential MirT1ecast helps latge and 
small otganizations frotn malicious activity, twman en·or and i'ailui-e; and to lead moven·,ent toward 
buildinQ a mon_:; tesilient world, To fim1 out morn, visit our website. 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Thanks 

Taubenberger, Jeffery (NIH/NIAID) [El [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ACF689CC4F7B4E0B841A76D8FBB07F2B-TAUBENBERGEl 

9/7/20216:14:49 PM 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens l 

Re: fyi 

From: "Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E]" 1-_ _________________________ b6 ________________________ ___j 

Date: Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at 2:14:09 PM 

:: ~ ~•!~~~;~fyrr, Jeffery (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <L_ ____________________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Not sure., Just had a long talk with Sebastian. Will follow up tomorrow 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
.Bethe.s.d.a __ Mn.208.92-2520 

I b 6 ltants: Kimberly Barasch: Whitney Robinson) 

i ! 
i ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Disclaimer: 'Ibis message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Taubenberger, Jeffery (NIH/NIAID) b6 

Sent: Tuesday, September 7, 2021;12:.5.9.J~.M-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 

To: Moren s, David (NI H/N IAI D) [ E] [_ _______________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 
Subject: fyi 

Re FOIA of PD's grants. I noticed this (see screen shot) when glancing through them. No further mention of "pangolin" in 

word search. I wonde4r what pangolin CoV clones? 



From: 

Sent: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

9/16/2021 6:14:29 PM 

To: 

Subject: 

Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl] 

RE: Request for Permission to Conduct CIT Search:~ b6 !7014 
L--·-·-·-·-•-•-' 

Well, that's just as bad .... Sorry you have to deal with this crap 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

I b 6 ltants: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) rnuned above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Thursday, Se pte m be r 16, 2 0 ?J __ f~_n_.P_IY.I ____________________________________ , 

To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El [ _________________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·J 

Subject: RE: Request for Permission to Conduct CIT Search: [_ __ b6 ___ i #57014 



You wouldn't believe the volumes we deal with. It's not 30,000 emails; it is 30,000 pages. I will let you know how it 
turns out. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E[ b6 ~ 
Sent: Thursday, September 16, 20212:10 PM ' 
To: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [E] :._ __ .. ,..,,.._._"~"'..!:'!.._.r_•-··=-··j 
Subject: RE: Request for Permission to Conduct CIT Search: i b6 f57014 

1--·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Yikes, that seems impossible...... Maybe the problem is the name "Daszak"? He's a famous 
scientist with hundreds of things in the literature and hundreds or more mentions in the press 
stuff that Greg sends out.. .. 

I have known him and even published with him for 15-20 years, but there is no way we have 
sent 30,000 emails over the years. But if these FOIA people want all that stuff, I have no 
problem. 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

~--•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•- I 

I b 6 rnts: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

! i 
! i 
! i 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Disclaim.er: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) ruuned above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 f 
Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2021 2:~6--PM-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El <I b6 : 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Subject: RE: Request for Permission to Conduct CIT Search: ~ b6 ir #57014 . ' ·-·-·-·-·. 

FYI - this search produced over 30,000 pages so I am going back to the requester to try to narrow it. 

Thank you. 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield, MPS 
Government Information Specia list 
Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch OM/OD/NHLBI/FOIA Service Center 
FOIA Line: 301-496-9737 
Fax: L._ ___________ b6 ______________ j 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· __ !>~---·-·-·-·-·-· _______ j 
Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2021 8:15 AM 

To: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El L ....... -... -... -... -... -... -... -... -... -... -..... !?.!! ...... -... -... -... -... -... ·.•·=···········___J 
Cc: Folkers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) [El <i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J Harper, J ii I (NI H/N IAI D) [El <f·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Subject: Re: Request for Permission to Conduct CIT Search! ______ b6 _____ j57014 

Sorry, yes i do. I have been on leave and just back today. d 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Sep 16, 2021, at 07:14, Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 !wrote: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Good morning David, 

Kindly advise whether you grant permission for the CIT search described below. 

Thank you. 

Robin 



Robin L. Schofield, MPS 
Government Information Specialist 
Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch OM/OD/NHLBI/FOIA Service Center 
FOIA Line: 301-496-9737 

Fax: 3!._ ________ b6 ______ j 

From: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El 
Sent: Monday, Se pte m be r 13, 2 0 21,.12.:_~JJ?.M ______________________________________ _ 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 ! 
l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

c;c;.J.Q.Lke.rs~.Grng_(J\H!:{/N.LAI D) [El <L._·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-!>~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·~·-·-·-_j Harper, J ii I (NI H/N IAI D) [El 
.J b6 i 
s·~i;j;-~t-;-·R;-q~;;t-f~-~--p~-~~-;ssion to Conduct CIT Search: I b6 ~57014 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Good morning David, 

l _________________________ b6 ______________________ ~ has submitted a FOIA request for a copy of: "correspondence between David 

Morens and Peter Daszak from October 1, 2019 through the present. All e-mail correspondence to/from 
David Morens containing the term "Daszak" from October 1, 2019 through the present. All e-mail 

correspondence to/from David Morens containing the term "gain of function" from October 1, 2019 

through the present." 

I am requesting permission to have CIT conduct the following search of your email boxes: 

Emails (to: David Morens and from: daszak@ecohealthalliance.org) OR (from: David Morens to: 

daszak@ecohealthalliance.org) 

Emails to or from David Morens containing the terms Daszak OR "gain of function" 

The time period for both searches is October 1, 2019 through September 13, 2021. 

Thank you. 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield, MPS 
Government Information Specialist 
Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch OM/OD/NHLBI/FOIA Service Center 
FOIA Line: 301-496-9737 
Faxi b6 ! '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

From: NIH FOIAi b6 i 
Sent: Thursday, '"september 9, 2021 8:4~ AM 

To: NHLBI FOIA REQUEST (NIH/NHLBI):___ b6 ___ J 
C : NIH FOIA c·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1,s·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1N1AID FOIA Officei b6 ( Manheim 

C •-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--..-·-·-·-·-,- '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· , ' 
Marianne (NIH/NHLBI) [EJ_J b6 ___i 

Subject: NIAID for Direct l_ ____ ~-~--__j FW: New FOIA request received for National Institutes of Health 

Good Morning, 

Please see the attached/below request for direct response regarding a copy of "correspondence 
between David Morens and Peter Daszak from October 1, 2019 through the present. All e-mail 

correspondence to/from David Morens containing the term "Daszak" from October 1, 2019 through the 



present. All e-mail correspondence to/from David Morens containing the term "gain of function" from 

October 1, 2019 through the present." 

Morens is an NIAID employee. 

Thank you. 

Roger Bordine 
Program Support 

Freedom of Information Office 

National Institutes of Health 

Building 31, Room SB35 

31 Center Drive 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

r•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• • 

i ! ; b6 ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

From: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov <National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, September 8, 2021 5:40 PM 

To: NIH FOIA <nihfoia@od.ni11.w2y_> 
Subject: New FOIA request received for National Institutes of Health 

Hello, 

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component: 

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 08, 2021 05:40:02pm ET, and is formatted for ease of viewing an, 

Contact information 

First name 

Last name 

Mailing Address 

City 

State/Province 

Postal Code 

Country 

Phone 

Company/Organization 

Email 

b6 



Request 

Request ID 255641 

Confirmation 
255116 ID 

Request 
description 

All e-mail correspondence between David Morens and Peter Daszak from 
October 1, 2019 through the present. All e-mail correspondence to/from 
David Morens containing the term "Daszak" from October 1, 2019 through 
the present. All e-mail correspondence to/from David Morens contain ing the 
term "gain of function" from October 1, 2019 through the present. 

Supporting documentation 

Fees 

Request category ID 

Fee waiver 

Willing to pay 

other 

no 

100 

Expedited processing 

Expedited Processing no 

The following table conta ins the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a spreadsheet. 

request_id confirmation_id address_city address_country address_linel address_line2 address_state_province addr 

255641 255116 

. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
' ; 

I b6 ; 
; 
! I 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

BCC: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 
9/16/2021 7:30:34 PM 
Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl] 
Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 
(FYDI BO H F23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 
Re: Question Regarding FOIA Request #57014 

no need for me to look unless u think i need to 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Sep 16, 2021, at 15:20, Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 !wrote: 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

FYI - amended request 554 pages. When I am done with them, I will send them to Sharon Gilles for IOD 

review unless you want to look at them first. 

Robin 

From: i b6 l 
l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2021 3:04 PM 

To: Schofield, Robin (NI H/N IAI D) [El c=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:~~:=:=:==:=:=:=:=:::=:=:=:=i 
Subject: Re: Question Regarding FOIA Request #57014 

Robin, 

At this time I'll limit the request to e-mail correspondence between David Morens and Peter Daszak 

from October 1, 2019 through the 

present. 

I will follow-up with a gain of function FOIA at a later time. 

Thanks, 

,-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
! b6 : •·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

On Thu, Sep 16, 2021 at 1:58 PM Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El <j b6 I> wrote: 
! i 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Thank you for the response l ________ b6 ______ j, but I am unclear. So, you are not willing to limit your request to 

emails between Drs. Morens and Daszak? You want an additional keyword search of Dr. Morens' email 

files on the term "gain of function" for the time period January 1, 2020 through March 31, 2020? Is 

that correct? 



Please advise. 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield, MPS 

Government Information Specialist 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch OM/OD/NHLBI/FOIA Service Center 

FOIA Line: 301-496-9737 

Fax: :(_ __________ b6 ____________ i 

From: {__ ___________________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·- . ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 

Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2021 2:53 PM 

To: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El .q b6 ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Subject: Re: Question Regarding FOIA Request #57014 

Hi Robin, 

I'll agree to accept the e-mails between Dr. Morens and Daszac. 

Also, for the purposes of limiting the scope, I'm OK to limit the "gain of function" search request from 

January 1, 2020 through March 31, 2020. 

Thanks, 

b6 

! i 

On Thu, Sep 16, 2021 at 1:00 PM Schofield, Robin (NIH/NIAID) [El i ______________________ ~-~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·I wrote: 



Good afternoor/., .•. ,.,-.. -~-2m-rcr/ 

I am contacting you regarding your recent FOIA request for documents from thee-mailboxes of Dr. 
David Morens to or from Dr. Peter Daszac or containing the terms Daszac or "gain of function". Our e

Discovery unit has run the searches and the results are over 30,000 pages. The NIAID and NIH FOIA 

Offices are inundated with requests at this time, and as we have previously discussed, you will receive 

responsive documents in a more timely manner if you can target your request to a reasonable 

volume. Would you be willing to amend your request to exclude the second part and agree to accept 
emails between Dr. Morens and Dr. Daszac? We are already processing several related requests for 
documents of other members of Dr. Morens' office for you so once you receive some of those 

documents, you would be able to possibly come in with a new, more targeted request if you were still 

interested in more documents. 

Please advise. 

Thank you. 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield, MPS 

Government Information Specialist 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch OM/OD/NHLBI/FOIA Service Center 

FOIA Line: 301-496-9737 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Fax: l b6 i 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 



From: 

Sent: 

Taubenberger, Jeffery (NIH/NIAID) [El [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ACF689CC4F7B4E0B841A76D8FBB07F2B-TAUBENBERGEl 

10/6/2021 6:34:24 PM 

To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens l 

Re: 2 things 

I think you qualify for whatever position the people hiring you want you in. I can't see how you wouldn't 
qualify if that was the institute's (ASF) wish. 

r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

From: "Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E]" ! b6 ~ 
Date: Wednesda , October 6, 2021 at 12:2i-:-4TYM·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

y ·----------------------------, 
To: "Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E]" <(_ b6 ·-·-·-·-·J 
Subject: RE: 2 things 

Hmmmm .... It seems that I don't qualify for either of these .... , but thanks for sending .... Any 
idea is worth considering .... 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 

,.Bethe.ill;1-.MD_208.92,-2520 

I b 6 ltant: Whitney Robinson) 

! i 
! i 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Disclaimer: Tiris message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRlVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 20~1_12;.0A.PM __________________________________ ; 

To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·J 
Subject: RE: 2 things 

D 

There is a staff clinician 
https:[/olr,nlh,gov/sourcebook/personnel/ipds--appolntment--mechanlsms/staff-clinlclan 

and senior clinician 

.bJ.t.P..?.J/olr,nlh,gov/sourcebookfpersonnelf..!.P..9..::?.:.© . .PPOlntment-mechanisms/senlor-cllnkian 

there used to something called "senior research clinician" but I cant find a link 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2O2.1-.1.1~.32.AM. ________________________________ , 

To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E! b6 i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· .. 

Subject: RE: 2 things 

Thanks, will keep all tyhis in mind. Jeff T also mentioned to me this morning that there is a job 
desription within NIAID called senior staff clinician and that various people have been hired 
into it using Title 38 or Title 42. He says that it's little used but easy to hire via it. 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 



National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 

___ Bethesda 0. MD_ 208~2-2520 

I b 6 listant: Whitney Robinson) 

! ; 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] b6 
Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 202110:38 AM 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [I b6 : 
Subject: RE: 2 things '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_; 

D 
I would not up bring the foia'd email proactively / he prob has moved on 
the foia requests continue to roll in -there is apparently a huge queue 

u might ask T directly if he would be amenable to keeping u on team as a consultant/contractor 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

BCC: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D1287 10A383-DMO RENS] 

1/21/2022 8:50:38 PM 
Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ient s/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld r l] 
Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 

Subject: 

(FYDI BO H F23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ient s/ en =0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72a bfcbac8-j harper] 
Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ient s/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 
Re: NIAID for Direct ~---·b6 ___j - FW: [EXTERNAL] FOIA request 

Attachments: image001.png; David Morens FOIA.pdf 

sure 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Jan 21, 2022, at 15:36, Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [E] ~ b6 !wrote: 
l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- I 

Good afternoon David, 

i b6 bf US Right to Know has submitted a request for: 
•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

.. . all email correspondence to or from Dr. Morens (including CC, BCC and attachments) with the 

following email domains and organizations: 

• @ecohealthalliance.org 

• "EcoHealth Alliance" 

The date range for the request is from 1/1/2016 to the present. 

I am seeking permission to request a CIT search of your email for these records. 

Thank you. 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield 

NHLBI FOIA Service Center 

From: NIH FOIA b6 

Sent: Friday, January 21, 2022 1:31 PM 

T · NH LB I FO IA REQUEST (NIH/NH LB I !-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-hs ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; 
0. }-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·,·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~·-·-·-·-·-= 

Cc: Manheim, Marianne (NIH/NHLBI) [E] <f-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·tis-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-: NIH FOIA 

[_ _____________________ !?_~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___! Sch ofi e Id, Robin ( N
1

i-H}"~iH°i:Bf (ET1'.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:::::::::::~:::::J 
Subject: NIAID for Direct-! b6 r FW: [EXTERNAL] FOIA request 

i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Good Afternoon, 

Please see the attached request for direct response regarding a copy of correspondence to and from Dr. 

Morens at NIAID. 



Thank you . 

Roger Berdine 
Program Support 

Freedom of Information Office 
National Institutes of Health 

Building 31, Room 5B35 

31 Center Drive 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

! i 

! b6 ; ! i 
! i 
! i 
! i 
! i 
! i 
! i 

)_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

From: (__ __________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.i 
Sent: Friday, January 21, 2022 1:26 PM 
To: NIH FOIAl__ b6 ____ __.l 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] FOIA request 

Dear NIH staff, 

Please see the attached FOIA request. As always, thanks so much for your help with this request. 

Best, 

b6 t 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 
; 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- i 



January 21, 2022 

Gorka Garcia-Malene 
Freedom of Information Officer 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31 Room 5B35 
9000 Rockville Pike 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Via email: nihfoia@mail.nih.gov 

U. S. RtGHT TO KNOW 

RE: Freedom of Information Act request 

Dear Mr. Garcia-Malene: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, et seq., to the 
National Institutes of Health ("NIH") seeking the production of documents. We request a 
complete and through search for records about Dr. David M. Morens, senior scientific 
advisor, office of the director, at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 

We request records of all email correspondence to or from Dr. Morens (including CC, BCC 
and attachments) with the following email domains and organizations: 

• @ecohealthalliance.org 
• ''EcoHealth Alliance" 

The date range for the request is from 1/1/2016 to the present. 

We request that you disclose these documents and materials as they become available to 
you, without waiting until all the documents have been assembled. If documents are denied 
in whole or in part, please specify which exemptio11(s) is (are) claimed for each passage or 
whole document denied. Give the number of pages in each document and the total number 
of pages pertaining to this request and the dates of documents withheld. We request that 
excised material be "blacked out" rather than "whited out" or cut out and that the 
remaining non-exempt portions of documents be released as provided under the Freedom 
of Information Act. 

Please advise of any destruction of records and include the date of and authority for such 
destruction. As we expect to appeal any denials, please specify the office and address to 
which an appeal should be directed. 

REQUEST FOR FEE WAIVER 

Pursuing truth and transparency in public health 



FOIA was designed to provide citizens a broad right to access government records. FOIA's 
basic purpose is to "open agency action to the light of public scrutiny," with a focus on the 
public's "right to be informed about what their government is up to." NARA v. Favish, 541 
U.S. 157, 171 (2004) quoting U.S. Dep'tofjustice v, Reporters Comm.for Freedom of Press, 
489 U.S. 749, 773-74 (1989) (internal quotation and citations omitted). In order to provide 
public access to this information, FOIA's fee waiver provision requires that "[dlocuments 
shall be furnished without any charge or at a [reduced] charge," if the request satisfies the 
standard. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). FOIA's fee waiver requirement is ''liberally 
construed." Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1310 (D.C. Cir. 2003); Forest 
Guardians v. U.S. Dept. of Interior, 416 F.3d 1173, 1178 (10th Cir. 2005). 

The 1986 fee waiver amendments were designed specifically to provide non-profit 
organizations such as U.S. Right to Know access to government records without the 
payment of fees. Indeed, FOIA1s fee waiver provision was intended "to prevent government 
agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types ofrequesters and requests," 
which are "consistently associated with requests from journalists, scholars, and non-profit 
public interest groups." Ettlinger v. FBI, 596 F. Supp. 867,872 (D. Mass. 1984) (emphasis 
added). As one Senator stated, "[a]gencies should not be allowed to use fees as an offensive 
weapon against requesters seeking access to Government information .... " 132 Cong. Rec. 
S.14298 (statement of Senator Patrick Leahy). 

I. U.S. Ri~ht to Know Qualifies for a Fee Waiver. 

Under FOIA, a party is entitled to a fee waiver when "disclosure of the information is in the 
public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the [Federal) government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requester.'' 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 

Thus, the NIH must consider six factors to determine whether a request is in the public 
interest: (1) whether the subject of the requested records concerns "the operations or 
activities of the Federal government,'' (2) whether the disclosure is '1ikely to contribute'' to 
an understanding of government operations or activities, (3) whether the disclosure "will 
contribute to public understanding" of a reasonably broad audience of persons interested 
in the subject, (4) whether the disclosure is likely to contribute ''significantly" to public 
understanding of government operations or activities. Id.§ 2.107(1)(2), (5) whether a 
commercial interest exists and its magnitude, and (6) the primary interest in disclosure. As 
shown below, U.S. Right to Know meets each of these factors. 

A. The Subject of This Request Concerns "Tbe Operations and Activities of the 
Government." 

The subject matter of this request concerns the NI H's work with the Eco Health Alliance, 
and its funding of potentially dangerous virological research. 

This FOIA will provide U.S. Right to Know and the public with crucial insight into NIH's 
knowledge of potentially dangerous virus research that was being conducted with NIH 



funding. It is clear that a federal agency's oversight of health, safety and security threats, 
both foreign and in the U.S. is a specific and identifiable activity of the government, and in 
this case, it is the executive branch agency of the NIH. Judicial Watch, 326 F.3d at 1313 
("[Rleasonable specificity is all that FOJA requires with regard to this factor") (internal 
quotations omitted). Thus, U.S. Right to Know meets this factor. 

B. Disclosure is "Likely to Contribute" to an Understandin1: of Government 
Operations or Activities. 

The requested records are meaningfully informative about government operations or 
activities and will contribute to an increased understanding of those operations and 
activities by the public. 

Disclosure of the requested records will allow U.S. Right to Know to convey to the public 
information about the NI H's activities and funding ofresearch with potentially pathogenic 
viruses. Once the information is made available, U.S. Right to Know will analyze it and 
present it to the general public in a manner that will meaningfully enhance the public's 
understanding of this topic. 

Thus, the requested records are likely to contribute to an understanding of the NIH's 
activities and operations in relation to understanding and mitigating pandemics. 

C. Disclosure of the Requested Records Will Contribute to a Reasonably Broad 
Audience of Interested Persons' Understandin1: of NIAJD Fm1dine of Research 
on Dan1:erous Patho1:ens. 

The requested records will contribute to public understanding of whether the NlH's 
funding and oversight of research with potentially dangerous pathogens are consistent 
with its mission and purpose "to develop, maintain, and renew scientific human and 
physical resources that will ensure the Nation's capability to prevent disease." As explained 
above, the records will contribute to public understanding of this topic. 

Activities of the NIH generally, and specifically its oversight of research with viruses of 
pandemic and spillover potential are areas of interest to a reasonably broad segment of the 
public. U.S. Right to Know will use the information it obtains from the disclosed records to 
educate the public at large about this topic. See W. Watersheds Proj. v. Brown, 318 F. 
Supp.Zd 1036, 1040 (D. Idaho 2004) (finding that "WWP adequately specified the public 
interest to be served, that is, educating the public about the ecological conditions of the 
land managed by the BLM and also how ... management strategies employed by the BLM 
may adversely affect the environment''). 

Through U.S. Right to Know's synthesis and dissemination (by means discussed in Section 
II, below), disclosure of information contained in and gleaned from the requested records 
will contribute to a broad audience of persons who are interested in the subject matter. 
Ettlinger v. FBJ, 596 F. Supp. at 876 (benefit to a population group of some size distinct 



from the requester alone is sufficient); Carney v. Dept of justice, 19 F.3d 807, 815 (2d Cir. 
1994), cert denied, 513 U.S. 823 (1994} (applying ''public" to require a sufficient "breadth 
of benefit" beyond the requester's own interests); Cmty. Legal Servs. v. Dep'tof Haus. & 
Urban Dev., 405 F. Supp.2d 553,557 (E.D. Pa. 2005) (in granting fee waiver to community 
legal group, court noted that while the requester's ''work by its nature is unlikely to reach a 
very general audience," "there is a segment of the public that is interested in its work"). 

Indeed, the public does not currently have an ability to easily evaluate the requested 
records, which are not currently in the public domain. See Cmty. Legal Servs., 405 F. 
Supp.2d at 560 (because requested records "clarify important facts" about agency policy, 
"the CLS request would likely shed light on information that is new to the interested 
public."). As the Ninth Circuit observed in McClellan Ecological Seepage Situation v. 
Carlucci, 835 F.2d 1282, 1286 (9th Cir.1987), "[FOIAl legislative history suggests that 
information [has more potential to contribute to public understanding] to the degree that 
the information is new and supports public oversight of agency operations .... "1 

Disclosure of these records is not only "likely to contribute," but is certain to contribute, to 
public understanding of NI H's funding of research with potentially pathogenic organisms 
and mitigating the risks to the public. The public is always well served when it knows how 
the government conducts its activities, particularly matters touching on legal questions. 
Hence, there can be no dispute that disclosure of the requested records to the public will 
educate the public about this pressing issue. 

11. Disclosure is Likely to Contribute Siinificantly to Public Understandini of 
Government Operations or Activities. 

U.S. Right to Know is not requesting these records merely for their intrinsic informational 
value. Disclosure of the requested records will significantly enhance the public's 
understanding of what the N 1H knows about pathogens with pandemic potential, as 
compared to the level of public understanding that exists prior to the disclosure. Indeed, 
public understanding will be significantly increased as a result of disclosure because the 
requested records will help reveal more about this subject matter. 

The records are also certain to shed light on the NIH's compliance with its own mission and 
purpose. Such public oversight of agency action is vital to our democratic system and 
clearly envisioned by the drafters of the FOIA. Thus, U.S. Right to Know meets this factor as 
well. 

111. Obtainin& the Requested Records is of No Commercial Interest to U.S. Ri~bt to 
Know. 

1 In this connection, it is immaterial whether any portion of U.S. Right to Know's request 
may currently be in the public domain because U.S. Right to Know requests considerably 
more than any piece of information that may currently be available to other individuals. 
See judicial Watch, 326 F.3d at 1315. 



Access to government records, disclosure forms, and similar materials through FOIA 
requests is essential to U.S. Right to Know's role of educating the general public. Founded in 
2014, U.S. Right to Know is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit public interest, public health organization 
(EIN: 46-5676616). U.S. Right to Know has no commercial interest and will realize no 
commercial benefit from the release of the requested records. 

IV. U.S. Right to Know's Primary Interest in Disclosure is the Public Interest. 

As stated above, U.S. Right to Know has no commercial interest that would be furthered by 
disclosure. Although even if it did have an interest, the public interest would far outweigh 
any pecuniary interest. 

U.S. Right to Know is a non-profit organization that informs, educates, and counsels the 
public regarding corporate wrongdoing and government failures that threaten the integrity 
of our food system, our environment and our health. U.S. Right to Know has been 
substantially involved in the activities of numerous government agencies for over five 
years, and has consistently displayed its ability to disseminate information granted to it 
through FOIA. 

In granting U.S. Right to Know's fee waivers, agencies have recognized: (1) that the 
information requested by U.S. Right to Know contributes significantly to the public's 
understanding of the government's operations or activities; (2) that the information 
enhances the public's understanding to a greater degree than currently exists; (3) that U.S. 
Right to Know possesses the expertise to explain the requested information to the public; 
( 4) that U.S. Right to Know possesses the ability to disseminate the requested information 
to the general public; (5) and that the news media recognizes U.S. Right to Know as an 
established expert in the field of public health. U.S. Right to Know's track record of active 
participation in oversight of governmental activities and decision making, and its 
consistent contribution to the public's understanding of those activities as compared to the 
level of public understanding prior to disclosure are well established. 

U.S. Right to Know intends to use the records requested here similarly. U.S. Right to 
Know's work appears frequently in news stories online and in print, radio and TV, 
including reporting in outlets such as The New York Times and The Guardian, as well as 
medical and public health journals such as the BM]. Many media outlets have reported 
about the food and chemical industries using information obtained by U.S. Right to Know 
from federal agencies. In 2021, more than 525,000 people visited U.S. Rightto Know's 
extensive website, and viewed pages more than one million times. More than 9,300 people 
follow U.S. Right to Know on Facebook, and there are regular postings about transparency 
in issues of public health and the environment. U.S. Right to Know and its staff regularly 
tweet to a combined following of more than 38,000 on Twitter. U.S. Right to Know intends 
to use any or all of these media outlets to share with the public information obtained as a 
result of this request. 

Public oversight and enhanced understanding of the NI H's duties is absolutely necessary. 
In determining whether disclosure of requested information will contribute significantly to 



public understanding, a guiding test is whether the requester will disseminate the 
information to a reasonably broad audience of persons interested in the subject. Carney, 19 
F.3d 807. U.S. Right to Know need not show how it intends to distribute the information, 
because " [ n] othing in FOIA, the [agency] regulation, or our case law require [ s] such 
pointless specificity." Judicial Watch, 326 F.3d at 1314. It is sufficient for U.S. Right to 
Know to show how it distributes information to the public generally. Id. 

Please send the documents electronically in PDF format to j _________ _b6___________________________ i 
If you need additional information please call, rather than v~ri{fe-me-·at1 b6 r--·-·-·' 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Thank you for your help in filling this request. 

______ Sincerely,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

b6 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 
Location: 

Start: 
End: 

Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =0BFD6DF B8E48482 FB49A5 F72ABFCBAC8-J HARPER] 

2/1/2022 1:50:27 PM 

Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/cn=Recipients/cn=0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72abfcbac8-jharper]; Morens, David (N IH/N IAI D) 

[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrat ive Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Reci pi ents/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

Discuss FOIA 

Microsoft Teams Meeting 

2/2/2022 8:00:00 PM 

2/2/2022 8:15:00 PM 

Show Time As: Tentative 

Required 
Attendees: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join on your computer or mobile app 
CJk:k here to join the meetinq 

,.Or call _in __ (audio _c:m~) ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

i b6 i United States, Bethesda 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Phone Conference ID: i b6 ! 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

learn More I Meetino ootions 



From: 

Sent: 

Fowler, Karen (NIH/NIAID) [C] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=2C353F2AE5454D2FB88ED9BC9A71B8A9-FOWLERK] 

2/1/2022 2:16:10 PM 

To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

RE: foia meeting 

Hi David, 

I will move the meeting to 3:30 p.m. tomorrow. 

Yes, Microsoft teams is on our computer. You can use it as another meeting option and it's located in 
the same area on the calendar where the zoom icon is located, the name is New Teams Meeting. For your 
meeting with Jill - open the invite and click on the link. 

Take care! ! ! 
Karen 

-----original Message-----
From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [EJ ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·___: 
Sent: Tuesday, February 1, 202 2 9: 0,9.._AM ______________________________________________ ' 
To : Fowl e r ' Karen ( N IH/N !AID) [CJ <--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~~----·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-· ! 
subject: Re: foia meeting 

Yes, thanks. Also can you fill me in on what is Microsoft Team? Never heard of that. Is it on my 
computer somewhere, or is it like zoom where you just send a link? david 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

! i 

> on Feb 1, 2022, at 09:04, Fowler, Karen (NIH/NIAID) [CJ ~ b6 ~ wrote: 
> 
> Good morning David, 
> 
> I hope all is well!! 
> 

'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

> can you meet at 3:30 p.m. tomorrow, Wednesday, February 2? 
> 
> Regards, 
> Karen 
> 
> - - - - -or i g i n al Mess age - - - - - . ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
> From: Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [EJ i b6 i 
> Sent: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 8: ~9·-·AM·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

> To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [EJ :._ _______________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j 
> Cc: Fowl er, Karen (NIH/NIAID) [CJ ef·----"2·-·--'·~---"·-·-'-·•·--·"·'·-·--·--·-·1; Harper, Ji 11 (NIH/NIAID) [ EJ 
r:;.·-·----~---·-·-·-·-·-b-6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~---·-·-·J i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·_!:?~ ________________________ i 

> subject: RE: foia meeting 
> 
> No, Karen can adjust to accommodate meeting with ASF. Thanks. 
> 
> -----original Message----- , 
> From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [EJ <I b6 ~ 
> Sent: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 8 __ : __ ~-~--}-_f.Jf.::::::::::::::::::::;-·-·' 
> To: Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [EJ ! b6 ! > subject: foi a meeting L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

> 
>Jill, got the foia email. I have my regular meeting with Tony at that exact time. shall i try to 
reschedule it? d 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> David M Morens 
> OD, NIAID, NIH 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Taubenberger, Jeffery (NIH/NIAID) [El [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ACF689CC4F7B4E0B841A76D8FBB07F2B-TAUBENBERGEl 

2/7/2022 6:14:31 PM 
Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rll 
Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 
(FYDI BOH F23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=12de367cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-dmorensl; Harper, Jill (N IH/N IAID) [El 
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72a bfcbac8-j harper l 
Re: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking# 57811 

Good morning, 

Thank you for letting me know. Given the multiple search terms requested I think it would be most efficient to have CIT 

conduct the search. 

Best regards, 

Jeff 

Jeffery K. Taubenberger, M.D., Ph.D., 

Chief, Viral Pathogenesis and Evolution Section 

Deputy Chief, Laboratory of Infectious Diseases 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

National Institutes of Health 

33 North Drive, Room 3E19A.2 MSC 3203 

Bethesda, MD 20892-3203 USA 

i_____________ b 6 ___________ ___] 

Disclaimer: The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive 
information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received 
this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or any other storage 
devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases shall not accept liability for any statements made 
that are sender's own and not expressly made on behalf ofNIAID. 

-F~~-~=-''s~h~ti·~-id,--R~-bi~--(N1H/NHLs1)--[E],,-! b6 1···· 
Date: Monday, February 7, 2022 at 8:06 AM • 

To: "Tau be n berger, Jeffrey (NI H/N IAI D) [E] "[ ___________________________________ b6 ___________________________________ j 
_J:f_: __ '~M9-.~~!1_S../__P._~_yJ.g_JN_l_f-J/N.lAI D) [E]" -s"·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1, "Harper, Ji 11 (NI H/N IAI D) [E]" 
l·-·--·-·-·-·----·-·-·---·-· b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·_i L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Subject: FW: NIH FOIA - Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal -Tracking# 57811 

Good morning Dr. Taubenberger, 



We have received a FOIA request from L_ ________ b6 __________ iof the Whistle blower Protection Project (WHIPP) for your 
emails with Drs. Morens and Daszak for containing the terms Conornavirus, Wuhan, laboratory leak, evolution, 

evolutionary theory, Covid-19, conference call, EcoHealth, narrative, SARS-CoV, gain of function, GoF, or 
China. (Date Range for Record Search: From 02/02/2020 To 02/29/2020) 

We are already processing a request for Dr. Morens' communications with Dr. Daszak so we just need to 
search your files. Please let me know if you will be conducting the search yourself or you would prefer that we 

request the search from CIT. 

Thank you. 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield 
NHLBI FOIA Service Center 

From: FO IA_ no rep ly@n i h. gov L_ ___________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-___: 
Sent: Saturday, February 5, 2022 10:10 PM 

To: NH LB I F O IA RE Q U EST ( N I H /NH LB I) i_ ________________________________ ?._~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·j 
Subject: NIH FOIA-Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking# 57811 

Hi FOIA Team! 

Request# 57811 was submitted through the NIH FOIA Public Portal and assigned to you for review and further 
processing. 

Please review the request and if all required details have not been provided by the requester, be sure to use the 
"Stop Clock" option to ensure processing time for the request is accurately monitored while waiting for 
clarification/information from the requester. 

Request Description: 

All emails between David Morens, Jeffery Taubenberger and/or Peter Daszak that mention Conornavirus, Wuhan, 
laboratory leak, evolution, evolutionary theory, Covid-19, conference call, EcoHealth, narrative, SARS-CoV, gain of 
function, GoF, or China. (Date Range for Record Search: From 02/02/2020 To 02/29/2020) 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =614C792839A146B9A8F87 A13 78519DBD-G FOLKERS] 

3/1/2022 7:14:35 PM 
Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl]; Awwad, David 

(NIH/NIAID) [C] [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=0a5171ce4c4d4110a bfe9aebfbdafbe 7-dawwad]; Morens, David (N IH/N IAID) 
[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm]; Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [E] 

[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72a bfcbac8-j harper] 
RE: NIH FOIA Request for NIAID Input - 57917 

For asf pis do a cit search 

Ty, robin 

From: Sc hofi el d, Robin ( N I H/ NH LB I) [ E] [_ _________________________ ~_6- _______________________ ___] 

Sent: Tuesday, Ma re h 1, 2 0 2 2 2: ~.? __ p_iy, ____________________________________________ , 
. b6 . -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) mi ___!Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] L._ ____________________ b_G _____________ ·-·-·-·-.S 

Mo re n s, David ( N I H /NI Al D) [ E 1· ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6.. ________________________ l_, .-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
·-·-·-·1 b6 ! ! b6 ! 

Cc: G i Iles, Sharon (NI H/ N IA ID) [ E] t--·-·-·-·-·-·-·--c,-·-·-·-·=·-·-·-·-·=-·-·-·-·,·: Harper, Ji 11 (NI H/ N IA ID) [El.__ ________________________________________________ i 
Subject: FW: NIH FOIA Request for NIAID Input - 57917 

Good afternoon, 

for communications between, amongst, and/or including 
and/or Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. from December 

2019 through the end of March 2020, regarding and/or related to any of the following terms or similarly related terms 
and phrases: 11biodefense," 11biodefense strategy," 11basic research," 11genomics research," and/or 11the expansion of 
research infrastructure." 

Please advise whether you would like me to conduct a CIT search for emails to or from Ors. Fauci, Auchincloss or Morens 
containing the terms biodefense OR 11biodefense strategy" OR 11basic research" OR 11genomics research" OR 11the 

expansion of research infrastructure" for the time period 12/1/19 - 3/31/20. 

Thank you. 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield 
NHLBI FOIA Service Center 

From: NIH b6 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 1:42 PM 

To: NHLBI FOIA REQUEST (NIH/NHLBI) <l-·-·-·---·-·-,--·-~~----·-·----·-·-·-n-·-·-·-·j 
Cc: Manheim, Mari an n e (NI H/ N H LB I) [ E] 1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-k h ofi e Id, Robin (NI H/ N H LB I) [ E] 



C~.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-."J N I H F O I A L - -- ~,-· b_~----·-·rr --·-·-·-·-·_! 

Subject: NIH FOIA Request for NIAID Input - 57917 

Good Afternoon, 

Please see the attached request for NIAID input 
or written) between, amongst, and/or including 

and/or Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. from December 2019 through the end of March 2020, regarding 

and/or related to any of the following terms or similarly related terms and phrases: "biodefense," "biodefense strategy," 

"basic research," "genomics research," and/or "the expansion of research infrastructure." 

Thank you. 

Roger Bordine 
Program Support 

Freedom of Information Office 

National Institutes of Health 

Building 31, Room 5B35 

31 Center Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

1-----------~~----------I 

From: ! b6 ___ J 
Sent: Saturday, February 19, 2022 1:01 AM 

To: NI H FO I A l_ ____________________ b6 ______________________ j 
Subject: NIH FOIA-Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal -Tracking# 57917 

Hi FOIA Team! 

Request# 57917 was submitted through the NIH FOIA Public Portal and assigned to you for review and further 
processing. 

Please review the request and if all required details have not been provided by the requester, be sure to use the 
"Stop Clock" option to ensure processing time for the request is accurately monitored while waiting for 
clarification/information from the requester. 

Request Description: 



Any documentation reflecting communications (verbal or written) between, amongst. and/or fncluding Anthony S. 
Fauci, M.D., Hugh Auchincloss, M.D., David M. Morens, M.D., and/or Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. from 
December 2019 through the end of March 2020, regarding and/or related to any of the following terms or similarly 
related terms and phrases: biodefense, biodefense strategy, basic research, genomics research, the expansion of 
research infrastructure, including discussions of whether pandemic diseases emerge naturally or are deliberately 
introduced as an act of bioterrorism, the infectious agent and how it causes disease, and developing tools to 
diagnose, treat and prevent infection with that microbe, discussions regarding fundamental basic research needed 
to better understand infectious agents, etc. from December 2019 through March 31, 2020. (Date Range for Record 
Search: From 12/0112019 To 03131/2020) 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

3/1/2022 7:56:17 PM 
Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=9ecfbb2ae42c41668cclf07d73e3525c-schofieldrl]; Folkers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) 

[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrat ive Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=614c792839a146b9a8f87a1378519dbd-gfolkers]; Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) 
[C] [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =0a5171ce4c4d4110a bfe9aebfbdafbe 7-dawwad] 

Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessm]; Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [E] 

[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72a bfcbac8-j harper] 
RE: NIH FOIA Request for NIAID Input - 57917 

Yes, please do ... 

Thank you, 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
i i 

I b 6 rants: Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

i i 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Disclaimer: 'This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Sc hofi el d, Robin ( N I H/ NH LB I) [ E] c=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=:=iir=:~=:=:=:=:==:=:=:=:=J 
Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 2:12 PM 

To: Fo Ike rs, Greg (NI H/ N IA ID) [ Ei.__ _____________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_j; Awwa d, David ( N I H /N IA ID) [ C] C~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=-~~~iC~~~~~~~:'.:~~~,;:::~~~~~J 
Mo re n s, David ( N I H /NI Al D) [ E] <i""-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bf ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Cc: Gilles, Sharon (NI H/N IAI D) [Er-·····················-bs···-·················:_·1 Har er, Jill (NI H/N IAI D) [ E] <i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
.I-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• p L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Subject: FW: NIH FOIA Request for NIAID Input - 57917 

Good afternoon, 

for communications between, amongst, and/or including 

and/or Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. from December 

2019 through the end of March 2020, regarding and/or related to any of the following terms or similarly related terms 

and phrases: 11biodefense," 11biodefense strategy," 11basic research," 11genomics research," and/or 11the expansion of 

research infrastructure." 

Please advise whether you would like me to conduct a CIT search for emails to or from Ors. Fauci, Auchincloss or Morens 

containing the terms biodefense OR 11biodefense strategy" OR 11basic research" OR 11genomics research" OR 11the 

expansion of research infrastructure" for the time period 12/1/19 - 3/31/20. 

Thank you. 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield 

NHLBI FOIA Service Center 

From: NI H FO I A-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b·f ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 1:42 PM 

To: NH LB I F O IA RE Q U EST ( N I H /NH LB I) L_ _______________________________ b._~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___! 
_____ C.c.~_M_c;1_o_bj;Jm •. Mar.:ii;1JJ.1Je __ (NJ.H /NH LB I) [ E] <f ______ , _____________________ ,b6··-·-·-·---···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~c h ofi e Id, Robin (NI H/ N H LB I) [ E] 
i bG i NIH Fo1.e.;-·-------·"·-·-·-·-·-bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

' Subject: NIH FOIA Request for NIAID 1·n-pui-~-Si9ii·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Good Afternoon, 

Please see the attached request for NIAID input 

or written) between, amongst, and/or including 

and/or Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. from December 2019 through the end of March 2020, regarding 

and/or related to any of the following terms or similarly related terms and phrases: 11biodefense," 11biodefense strategy," 
11basic research," 11genomics research," and/or 11the expansion of research infrastructure." 



Thank you. 

Roger Berdine 
Program Support 

Freedom of Information Office 
National Institutes of Health 

Building 31, Room 5B35 

31 Center Drive 

Bethesda, MD 20892 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

1----------~-~----------I 

From L_ ________________________________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 1 
Sent: Saturday, February 19, 2022 1:01 AM 
To: NIH FOIA <!i b6 ___: 

Subject: NIH FOIA-Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking# 57917 

Hi FOIA Team! 

Request# 57917 was submitted through the NIH FOIA Public Portal and assigned to you for review and further 
processing. 

Please review the request and if all required details have not been provided by the requester, be sure to use the 
"Stop Clock" option to ensure processing time for the request is accurately monitored while waiting for 
clarification/information from the requester. 

Request Description: 

Any documentation reflecting communications (verbal or written) between, amongst, and/or including Anthony S. 
Fauci, MD., Hugh Auchincloss, MD., David M Morens, MD., and/or Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. from 
December 2019 through the end of March 2020, regarding and/or related to any of the following terms or similarly 
related terms and phrases: biodefense, biodefense strategy, basic research, genomics research, the expansion of 
research infrastructure, including discussions of whether pandemic diseases emerge naturally or are deliberately 
introduced as an act of bioterrorism, the infectious agent and how it causes disease, and developing tools to 
diagnose, treat and prevent infection with that microbe, discussions regarding fundamental basic research needed 
to better understand infectious agents, etc. from December 2019 through March 31, 2020. (Date Range for Record 
Search: From 12/01/2019 To 03/31/2020) 



From: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =9E CFBB2AE42C41668CC1F07D73E3525C-SCH O Fl ELDRLl 

Sent: 3/1/2022 7:11:32 PM 
To: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=614c792839a146b9a8f87a1378519dbd-gfolkersl; Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) 

[C] [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BOHF23SPDL T)/en=Recipients/en=0a5171ce4c4d4110a bfe9aebfbdafbe 7-dawwadl; Morens, David (N IH/N IAID) 
[El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens l 

CC: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=339880516bcd4cdbb7320d229399d09d-gillessml; Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El 

[/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72a bfcbac8-j harper l 
Subject: FW: NIH FOIA Request for NIAID Input - 57917 

Attachments: PAL Request Form - 2022-03-01T131822.481.pdf 

Good afternoon, 

for communications between, amongst, and/or including un,,nr,nu 

and/or Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. from December 

2019 through the end of March 2020, regarding and/or related to any of the following terms or similarly related terms 

and phrases: "biodefense," "biodefense strategy," "basic research," "genomics research," and/or "the expansion of 
research infrastructure." 

Please advise whether you would like me to conduct a CIT search for emails to or from Ors. Fauci, Auchincloss or Morens 
containing the terms biodefense OR "biodefense strategy" OR "basic research" OR "genomics research" OR "the 

expansion of research infrastructure" for the time period 12/1/19 - 3/31/20. 

Thank you. 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield 

NHLBI FOIA Service Center 

From: NIH FOIA ~ b6 ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Sent: Tuesday, March 1, 2022 1:42 PM 

To: NHLBI FOIA REQUEST (NIH/NHLBI) 1 b6 : 
Cc: Manheim, Marianne (NIH/NHLBI) [E~ b6 ~i:hofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [E] 
<i"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-"}; NIH FO IA <:···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

Subject: NIH FOIA Request for NIAID Input - 57917 

Good Afternoon, 

Please see the attached request for NIAID input 

or written) between, amongst, and/or including 

and/or Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. from December 2019 through the end of March 2020, regarding 

and/or related to any of the following terms or similarly related terms and phrases: "biodefense," "biodefense strategy," 

"basic research," "genomics research," and/or "the expansion of research infrastructure." 

Thank you. 



Roger Bordine 
Program Support 

Freedom of Information Office 

National Institutes of Health 

Building 31, Room SB35 
31 Center Drive 

Bethesda, MD 20892 
1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

1------------~-~---------__j 

From: L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___! 
Sent: Saturday, February 19, 2022 1:01 AM 

To: N I H FO I A i___ __________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 
Subject: NIH FOIA-Assignment Notification from NIH FOIA Public Portal-Tracking# 57917 

Hi FOIA Team! 

Request# 57917 was submitted through the NIH FOIA Public Portal and assigned to you for review and further 
processing. 

Please review the request and if all required details have not been provided by the requester, be sure to use the 
"Stop Clock" option to ensure processing time for the request is accurately monitored while waiting for 
clarification/information from the requester. 

Request Description: 

Any documentation reflecting communications (verbal or written) between, amongst, and/or including Anthony S. 
Fauci, MD., Hugh Auchincloss, MD., David M Morens, MD., and/or Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. from 
December 2019 through the end of March 2020, regarding and/or related to any of the following terms or similarly 
related terms and phrases: biodefense, biodefense strategy, basic research, genomics research, the expansion of 
research infrastructure, including discussions of whether pandemic diseases emerge naturally or are deliberately 
introduced as an act of bioterrorism, the infectious agent and how it causes disease, and developing tools to 
diagnose, treat and prevent infection with that microbe, discussions regarding fundamental basic research needed 
to better understand infectious agents, etc. from December 2019 through March 31, 2020. (Date Range for Record 
Search: From 12/01/2019 To 03/31/2020) 



Submit New Request 

To modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 

WHIPP 
7901 4th Street N 

: b6 i 
I•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•' 

St. Petersburg, FL 33702 

i b6 ] 
L~--~--·-·-~ .. -·-·1_- ..1.~-:, ~~-v·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Requester Default Category: Others 

or 
Institute or Center Name 
Request Type 
Requester Category 

Description 

Date Range for Record 
Search:From 
Date Range for Record 
Search:To 
Description Document 

Willing Amount 
Fee Waiver Requested 
Fee Waiver Request Reason 

OD 
FOIA 
Others 

or 
Anthony S. Fauci, , Hugh Auchincloss, M.D., M. Morens, , and/or 

Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. from December 2019 through the end of March 2020, 
regarding and/or re lated to any of the following terms or similarly related terms and phrases: 
biodefense, biodefense strategy, basic research, genomics research, the expansion of research 
infrastructure, including discussions of whether pandemic diseases emerge naturally or are 
deliberate ly introduced as an act of bioterrorism, the infectious agent and how it causes disease, 
and developing tools to diagnose, treat and prevent infection with that microbe, discussions 
regarding fundamental basic research needed to better understand infectious agents, etc. from 
December 2019 through March 31, 2020. 

12/01/2019 

03/31/2020 

$25 
No 





From: 

Sent: 
To: 

BCC: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 
4/14/2022 3: 5.6~01-P.M. _________________________________ _ 

David Morens: b6 : 
Morens, DavidTNfH/NIAID)[E] [/o=Exch~ngelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 
Fwd: CIT Search Request: NIAID IOD FOIA Request 58170 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: " Mo re n s, David ( N I H/ N IA ID) [El" L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-.J 
Date: April 14, 2022 at 07:48:35 EDT 

To: David Moren[ __________________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.J 
Subject: Fwd: CIT Search Request: NIAID IOD FOIA Request 58170 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Barasch, Kimberly (NI H/N IAI D) [El" l_ __________________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·J 

Date: April 14, 2022 at 07 :46:57 EDT c·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
To: "West, Elisabeth (NIH/NH LBI) [El" L _______________________ ~-~----·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-_j,, "Awwad, David 

r--'N.lt!/N.lAlD.L~~1·.~-~sL~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;~--§~f-~-~--~--~--~--~--~--~--~-.J "Folkers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) [El" 

i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.i 
Cc: "Harper, Ji 11 ( N ,1.HmJ.~J.D..)_.L~.r.L ______________________ b_6 ______ ~----·-·-·-·-·-·-j "Manheim, Mari an n e 

,1NJHI.N.l:ILBl1J£1'.~.J _________________ ~ b6 : "Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El" 

i b6 [ "Conrad, Patricia (NIH/NIAID) [El" ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·s 

[·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-j "Doepel, Laurie (NI H/N IAI D) [El" <! b6 i 
"Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El" 4 ________________________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i ' ' 
Subject: RE: CIT Search Request: NIAID IOD FOIA Request 58170 

Hi Beth, 
Okay for CIT to search. 

Thank you, 

K lA1/l/ 13 aret¾crv 
Office of the Director 

National Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases 

!__ ________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 



From: West, Elisabeth (NIH/NHLBI) [El L·-··--·--·····-~--·=···-·-·o--.J 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2022 4:15 PM 
To: Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] ~ b6 ] Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

[Eli b6 i 
Cc: LH.arp.er;·iiff ·(i,frH"/NiAi"DYIE"lL.~~·.~·.~·.~·~·.~·.~·.~·.~·.~·.~~·.~·.~·.~·.~·.~·.~·.~~·.~·.~·.~J Manheim, Mari an n e 

.. {~~.~!~~.~.~~.U.~LL.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,, .......... ~~···························...J Sc hofi e Id, ~g_pJo.t~J.tW'J~il?.ll.m ............... , 
t. ......................... ~~··························J; Conrad, Patricia (NIH/NIAID) [El l. ..................... ·-····················-······...J 

Doepel, Laurie (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El 

j b6 ~~asch, Kimberly (NIH/NIAlo') [El 

t·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Subject: CIT Search Request: NIAID IOD FOIA Request 58170 
Importance: High 

Good afternoon, 
.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

We have received a FOIA request from L. ...... bs ........ ~reelance journalist, on 4/13/22 
(attached). I am reaching to you specifically for item 3 of his request: 

• communications among NIAID 10D/OCGR staff regarding this paper: 
"Enhanced attraction of sand fly vectors of Leishmania infantum to dogs 
infected with zoonotic visceral leishmaniasis" 
https://ioumals.plos,org/plosntds/article?id=lO,B/1/iournal,pntd.0009647 

• date range: July 21, 2021 and date of search 

I am seeking permission to request a CIT search of the following emails: 

• Anthony Fauci 

• Greg Folkers 

• Patricia Conrad 

• Kimberly Barasch 

• David Morens 

• Laurie Doepel 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Attached: 

• Request 

Thank you, 
Beth 

Elisabeth West 
Government Information Specialist 
NIH/NHLBI/OM/FOIA Service Center 

1 

Rockledge One~ 4 th Floor bG ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 



From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

Sent: 4/18/2022 12:37:21 PM 

To: West, Elisabeth (NIH/NHLBI) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =8549e8 70641b4b 78b9aae 16f2486bf50-westea] 

CC: Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Reci pients/ en =0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72a bfcbac8-j harper]; Manheim, Mari an ne 

(NIH/NHLBI) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =da8630671954419 7849b5a678839c0f5-ma n hei m mj] 

BCC: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

Subject: Re: CIT Search Request: NIAID IOD FOIA Request 58170 

Attachments: NIAID leishmaniasis study FOIA.pdf 

Beth, that's fine. David 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Apr 18, 2022, at 07:25, West, Elisabeth (NIH/NHLBI) [El! b6 ~ wrote: 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Good morning David, 
Per my below email please indicate if we have permission to conduct a CIT search for your emails 
regarding: 

• "Enhanced attraction of sand fly vectors of Leishmania infantum to dogs infected with zoonotic 
visceral leishmaniasis" 
https://iournals,plos.org/plosntds/article?id=l0.1371/joumal.pntd,000964/ 

• For date range: July 21, 2021 and date of search 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Thank you, 
Beth 

From: West, Elisabeth (NIH/NHLBI) [El 
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2022 4:15 PM 

To: Awwad, David (NIH/NIAID) [C] <L__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.J Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAID) [El 
! b6 i 

~;;-·H~-~-~~;,-·J·iil"("Ni-H)NiAi-o"i"ii1 j b6 ~; Manheim, Marianne (NIH/NHLBI) [El 

t~t~i~i;-·(·N-IH/N~-l-ioT f°Ef{::::::::::f.}_~-=~-~:i~~-~~--~-~~i~ __ !_~ ~t: pHe ~~ ~~ ~E}i 1-( N· 1 HIN.I Al~~ E r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-J; Conrad, 

c::::::::::::::::::::::~r::::::::::::::::::J; Moren s, David ( N I H /NI Al D) [El r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bG·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-"l; Bara sch} Kimberly 
(NI H/N IAI D) [ El l-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i;s-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 

Subject: CIT Search Request: NIAID IOD FOIA Request 58170 
Importance: High 
Good afternoon, , ! 

We have received a FOIA request from! b6 rreelance journalist, on 4/13/22 (attached). I am 
reaching to you specifically for item 3 o~-fiis·re-tjue-s1:; 

• communications among NIAID 10D/OCGR staff regarding this paper: "Enhanced attraction of 
sand fly vectors of Leishmania infantum to dogs infected with zoonotic visceral leishmaniasis" 
https ://iou rna Is. pl os .o rg/ plosntds/ article·? id·.-.-.-10.1371/iou ma I. pntd. 000964 7 

• date range: July 21, 2021 and date of search 



I am seeking permission to request a CIT search of the following emails: 

• Anthony Fauci 

• Greg Folkers 

• Patricia Conrad 

• Kimberly Barasch 

• David Morens 

• Laurie Doepel 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Attached: 

• Request 
Thank you, 

Beth 

Elisabeth West 
Government Information Specialist 
NIH/NHLBI/OM/FOIA Service Center 
Rockledge One, 4 th Floor 

l------------------------------------------------------------------~~---· ,----------------------,----------------------------------___! 



·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· Apri I_ 12, _ 2022 ______ _ 

b6 
FOIA REQUEST TO NIAID 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 USC 552. 

I request the following records: 

• Research Performance Progress Reports (annual, interim, and final) filed to the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases for the grant R21Al13048, "A 
live attenuated vaccine for leishmaniasis," awarded to Prof Abhay Satoskar of 
Ohio State University and and Prof Elyes Zhioua of the lnstitut Pasteur de Tunis, 
Tunisia, from July 1, 2018. 

• Notices of award for the grant R21Al1304 (initial award in 2018 and 2019 
continuation). 

• Email communication (To, From, and CC'd) involving any of 1) staff in the office 
of NIAID director Anthony Fauci, including Dr Fauci 2) staff in the NIAID Office of 
Communications and Government Relations, 3) Shaden Kamhawi of the NIAID 
Vector Molecular Biology Section, 4) NIAID program official Annie Mo, regarding 
the r2ar2er "Enhanced attraction of sand fly vectors of Leishmania infantum to 
dogs infected with zoonotic viscera! leishmaniasis," from July 27, 2021 through 
the date the search for responsive records is conducted, including but not limited 
to communication with Profs Satoskar and Zhioua. 

I request these records in electronic format, such as PDF documents. 

Reasonably Foreseeable Harm. The FOIA Improvement Act of 2016 amended the 
FOIA as follows (5 USC 552(a)(8)): 

(A) An agency shall-

(i) withhold information under this section only if-



(I) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by 
an exemption described in subsection (b ); or 

(II) disclosure is prohibited by law; and 

(ii) (I) consider whether partial disclosure of information is possible whenever the 
agency determines that a full disclosure of a requested record js not possible; and 

(II) take reasonable steps necessary to segregate and release nonexempt information . . 

NIAID should not fail to meet the requirements of Section 552(a)(8) when processing 
my request and release responsive records to me in full or at least in part. 

In the event some portions of the requested records are properly exempt from 
disclosure, please disclose any reasonably segregable non-exempt portions of the 
requested records. If it is your position that a document contains non-exempt segments, 
but that those non-exempt segments are so dispersed throughout the document as to 
make segregation impossible, please state what portion of the document is non-exempt, 
and how the material is dispersed throughout the document. If a request is denied in 
whole, please state specifically that it is not reasonable to segregate portions of the 
record for release. 

Fee benefit 

I am a representative of the news media, who has written extensively for BuzzFeed 
News. As such, I am entitled to be placed in the "news media, educational, or scientific 
requesters" category. As such, I should only be charged for duplication fees beyond the 
first 100 pages. Further, I assert that this request is in the public interest, because it is 
likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations and activities of 
the government, and therefore request a fee waiver. 

Fee waiver 

Please waive any applicable fees. Release of the information is not primarily in my 
commercial interest and will contribute significantly to public understanding of 
government operations and activities. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Specifically, release of 
these records will help resolve the confusion and controversy surrounding the source of 
funding for the research described in the paper referenced above (see 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2021 /11 /19/fauci-beagle-white-coat-was 
te/). 

As I am making this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I 
would appreciate your communicating with me by telephone or email, if you have 
questions regarding this request. 



I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Sincerely, 

b6 



.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

From: David Morens i b6 i 
Sent: 8/1/2022 s :s2'. 1?-.PJYJ____________________________ • 
To: ; b6 ! 

H ote z, Peter Jay "'i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J c·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
Keusch, Gerald Ti b6 : Peter Daszak [1 b6 i; Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] CC: 
[/ o= Exe ha ngela b~/ o u = Exe ha nge Administrative G r~-~P-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

( FYD I BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens ]; Al eksei Chmura 

[:::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::JRo berts, Rich [ L_ ____________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-.J Jeff Sturchio C~~==:==.=:::.:~=:=:::.:=:::.:=:=:=:=:::: 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Upcoming hearing from a Senate Subcommittee on gain of function research 

Guys, you are still sending to my NIH email. Please delete any email for me EXCEPT i ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b 6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

TY, d 
~--·David_ M._ Morens,. MD ________________ _ 

b6 
IMPORTANT: My gmaH frequently sends incoming messages to Trash, which is apparently not 
correctable. If you don't hear from me in a reasonable time, please try again, call, or use my NIH em.ail 
address 

IMPORTANT: For US Government-refated em.ail, pJease also reply to my NIAU) address 

On Mon, Aug 1, 2022 at 1:47 PM Hotez, Peter Jay ~ b6 f wrote: 
l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

I'm surprised Research America is not on this helping? Or Victor Dzau? 

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, DSc (hon), FASTMH, FAAP 
Dean, National School of Tropical Medicine 
Professor, Departments of Pediatrics, Molecular Virology & Microbiology 
Health Policy Scholar 
Baylor College of Medicine 

Texas Children's Hospital Endowed Chair of Tropical Pediatrics 
Co-Director, Texas Children's Hospital Center for Vaccine Development 

University Professor, Baylor University 

Faculty Fellow, Hagler Institute for Advanced Study 
Senior Fellow, Scowcroft Institute oflntemational Affairs 
Texas A&M University 

Baker Institute Fellow in Disease & Poverty and Adjunct Professor of Bioengineering, Rice University 
Adjunct Professor, University of Texas, School of Public Health 

Donate to our COVID-19 Vaccine Development 



E-mail:! 
Twitter! 
Skype: i 
Linked~ 

b6 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Amazon Author Center: https://www.amazon.com/Peter-J.-Hotez/e/B001HPIC48 
Daily Beast Contributor https://www.thedailybeast.com/author/peter-j-hotez 
Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BCMNationalSchoolOfrropicalMedicine/ 

Senior Coordinator/ Executive Support: Douglas Soriano 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
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L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

iPhone 

On Aug 1, 2022, at 12:40 PM, Keusch, Gerald T 4.__ _______________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-}vrote: 

Yes. This is set up to disparage Tony Fauci and further the impact of disinformation in the 
Congress. 
We need to be getting out the people to contact their Senators and Congressmen and Women 
whether or not they are on any relevant committees. 

Jerry 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Aug 1, 2022, at 12: 17 PM, Hotez, Peter Jay<] b6 f wrote: 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 

Ok 

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, DSc (hon), FASTMH, FAAP 
Dean, National School of Tropical Medicine 
Professor, Departments of Pediatrics, Molecular Virology & Microbiology 
Health Policy Scholar 
Baylor College of Medicine 

Texas Children's Hospital Endowed Chair of Tropical Pediatrics 
Co-Director, Texas Children's Hospital Center for Vaccine Development 

University Professor, Baylor University 



Faculty Fellow, Hagler Institute for Advanced Study 
Senior Fellow, Scowcroft Institute oflnternational Affairs 
Texas A&M University 

Baker Institute Fellow in Disease & Poverty and Adjunct Professor of 
Bioengineering, Rice University 
Adjunct Professor, University of Texas, School of Public Health 

Donate to our COVID-19 Vaccine Development 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

E-mai~ b6 Twittel 
Skypd 
Linketj 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Amazon Author Center: https://v.1,vw.amazon.com/Peter-J .
Hotez/e/B00 l HPIC48 
Daily Beast Contributor https:/ /www.thedailybeast.com/ author/peter-i-hotez 
Like us on 
Face book https://www.facebook.com/BCMN ationalSchoo 1 OfrropicalMedicine/ 

,Senior_ Coordinator /_Executive _Sul?port: Douglas Soriano 

i b6 1 
! i 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

iPhone 

On Aug 1, 2022, at 11: 14 AM, Peter Daszak 
<[----·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·--·-· b6 ·------·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i wrote: 

·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Re. commenting on this - I think you should wait to see if it gets 
any publicity first, otherwise you might inadvertently amplify 
their impact. . 

Re. November- I worry that our lives will be made miserable by 
constant harassment from what could be Republican-led 



Congressional committees. Jftbis HSGAC group is any 
indication, they expect us to just dump all of our emails for the 
last dozen years or more so that they can go through them and 
find sentences that SI.Jpport their nmTative when quoted out of 
context. It's not just utterly disingcnuous1 it's also dangerous 
because it drives the public hate campaigns and eff 01ts to attack 
us in many other ways. 

We've managed to avoid a couple of serious efforts to defund us 
so far, and are only working with this committee to try and avoid 
even more pressure, but we know they' re talking to many other 
groups to build their 'case'. On our last call , they asked us for not 
only any emails to govt agencies, but emails between staff 
members. I pointed out that it's against our org's policy to snoop 
on staff conversations, and they smugly told us we should get 
used to requests for documents because we' II "soon be doing a lot 
more of them". 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Pete1· Daszak 

President 

EcoHealtb Alliance 



520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 

New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 

Te 1.: l_ _________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· : 

Website: vVvV\v.ccohcalthal !iancc.org 

Twitter: (a}PeterDaszak 

From: Hotez, Peter Jay!__ _______________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·___! 

w 

Sent: Monday, A_ugust_ 1, 2022__1 _l :4 7_ AM ____________________ _ 
To: Peter Daszaki b6 ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.l._·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·, 

Cc: Morens, Davicf(NIH7NIAIDftEL_ b6 ·-·-·-·-] 
.J)av.id_.M.orem:..~:::=:·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1; Keusch, Gerald T 
l___ bs J:·;-Alek:serc11iniiii __________ ! 

L_____ b6 __ __i Roberts, Rich 

["-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_j 

Subject: Re: Upcoming hearing from a Senate Subcommittee on 
gain of function research 

Should I publicize this with my usual commentary? 

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, DSc (hon), FASTMH, FAAP 
Dean, National School of Tropical Medicine 
Professor, Departments of Pediatrics, Molecular Virology & 
Microbiology 
Health Policy Scholar 
Baylor College of Medicine 

Texas Children's Hospital Endowed Chair of Tropical Pediatrics 
Co-Director, Texas Children's Hospital Center for Vaccine 
Development 

University Professor, Baylor University 

Faculty Fellow, Hagler Institute for Advanced Study 
Senior Fellow, Scowcroft Institute oflntemational Affairs 
Texas A&M University 



Baker Institute Fellow in Disease & Poverty and Adjunct 
Professor of Bioengineering, Rice University 
Adjunct Professor, University of Texas, School of Public Health 

Donate to our COVID-19 Vaccine Development 

E-mailj bG i 
Twittei : 
Skype:i ! 
Linked ! 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Amazon Author Center: https://www.amazon.com/Peter-J.
Hotez/ e/B00 1 HPI C48 
Daily Beast 
Contributor https:/ /vV'vVW. thedailybeast.com/ author/peter-j-hotez 
Like us on 
Face book https://www .facebook.com/BCMN ationalSchool Off ro 
picalMedicine/ 

r---~P..n.i.a.r._C.,-,.a.r.dl.n-,.ku,_L.J;;;:.v..e-..c1..d.l.ue __ s;:_,lPPOrt: Douglas Soriano 

I b6 I 
i ! 
i ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

iPhone 

,--·-·-·-On Au.12:.. l. 2022, at_J0:20_AM,. P,eter Daszak 
[ ___________________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- _ j wrote: 

Dear all (David - I didn't cc Jeff Taubenberger 
because you've all been using his NIH address 
which would be subject to Congressional requests 
and to FoIA), 

I just spotted this upcoming HSGAC 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Spending 



Oversight hcariJ1g on Wednesday, on one of the lab 
leaker's social media feeds. 

https://\VW\v ,hsgac ,scnate._gov/subcommittc:cs/ctsoi 
h(:ari n g:s/rc\1 isiti nQ:-!!ai n-of-funct iori-rcsearch
what-the-pand~mic.-tauDht-us-and-whcre-do-wc
go-from-hcrc 

The three speakers are all non-virologists, and 
have been attacking all research that tries to get to 
the bottom of COVID origins, unless it's pushing a 
China lab leak agenda. 

• Richard Ebright has been attacking 
EcoHealtb's work ever since the pandemic 
as part of his long term crit icism of 
recombinant virus technology. He was part 
of the Cambridge Group that ended up 
pausing recombinant viral research in the 
past, and is extremely vocal (and quite 
offensively) about ow- work, which be uses 
to try to leverage attacks against Dr. Fauci, 
N JA JD, NIH in general. 

• Stephen Quay is pretty much on the edge of 
being a quack at this point having made 
many public statements about HIV inserts 
in the vfrus etc. 

• Kevin Esvelt is calling for research 
identifying vi.ruses in wildlife as a way to 
get ahead of pandemics to be closed down, 
fo llowing his criticisms of CRJSPR etc. 

It looks like this is another effort by Rand Paul to 
drum up some public interest from his base. 
perhaps? 

Cheers, 



Peter 

Peter Daszak 

President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 

New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 

Te 1.: [ ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· b 6 ________________ j 

Website: vVvV\v.ccohcalthal !iancc.org 

Twitter: \aiPctcrDaszak 

conseri '(Uion 

From: Hotez, Peter Jay! b6 i 
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, ;202TIT:-5T"AM. _______ , 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] 
! ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
1

Cc: David Morens L '• • b6 _____ j 
Peter Dasza~ b6 ! 
Keusch, Ger~ld T <i b6 ~ Aleksei • 
Chmura r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ___________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Roberts, Rich i ___________________ b6 ___________________ ; Taubenberger, 
Jeffery (NIH/NIAID) [E] 



[ _________________________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: 

Ohok 

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, DSc (hon), FASTMH, 
FAAP 
Dean, National School of Tropical Medicine 
Professor, Departments of Pediatrics, Molecular 
Virology & Microbiology 
Health Policy Scholar 
Baylor College of Medicine 

Texas Children's Hospital Endowed Chair of 
Tropical Pediatrics 
Co-Director, Texas Children's Hospital Center for 
Vaccine Development 

University Professor, Baylor University 

Faculty Fellow, Hagler Institute for Advanced 
Study 
Senior Fellow, Scowcroft Institute oflnternational 
Affairs 
Texas A&M University 

Baker Institute Fellow in Disease & Poverty and 
Adjunct Professor of Bioengineering, Rice 
University 
Adjunct Professor, University of Texas, School of 
Public Health 

Donate to our COVID-19 Vaccine Development 
,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

E-mad b6 Twittei 
SkypeJ 
Linked 

i.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Amazon Author 
Center: https://v.1,vw.amazon.com/Peter-J .
Hotez/e/B00 l HPIC48 
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Contributor https:/ /www .thedailvbeast.com/author/ 
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Senior Coordinator I Executive Support: Douglas 
~--Soria n o-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
' ' i i ; b6 ; i i 
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L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

iPhone 

On Jul 26, 2022, at 11 :22 AM, 
Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·"'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

<I b6 i wrote: 
~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Peter, I do not have a 
link. These pdfs came directly 
from the journal. 

David M. Morens, M.D. 

Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 



31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 
; 
; 

b6 r ; 
; 
; 
; 

L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive 
use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain 
information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, 
distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to 
receive such information. All sensitive documents must 
be properly labeled before dissemination via email. If 
you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, 
distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this communication in error, please erase 
all copies of the message and its attachments and notify 
us immediately. 

! __ From:_Hotez,_Peter Jay 
! b6 : 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Sent: Monday, July 25, 2022 5:20 
PM 
To: David Morens 

L_______ b6 ___ _j 

Cc: Morens,_ David(NIH/NIA~D) 
[E] <l b6 i 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-.J 
Peter Daszak 

• -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

i b6 ~ 
'Keusch, Gerald T ' 

r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·!A.1eksei Chmura 
•--;-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· b 6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ~ 

. I 

R
'·-·-·-b·-·-·-·-·-·-·-R·-·-;-·-h·-·-· . b6 ·:. 

o erts, 1c <t-·-·--·----,---,---·-·-·-·---·-;, 

Taubenberger, Jeffery 



(NJH!NIAIDHE.L. ______________________________ _ 
l b6 i 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: • 

Do you have the link so i can put it 
out on social media? I had trouble 
finding it 

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, DSc (hon), 
FASTMH, FAAP 
Dean, National School of Tropical 
Medicine 
Professor, Departments of 
Pediatrics, Molecular Virology & 
Microbiology 
Health Policy Scholar 
Baylor College of Medicine 

Texas Children's Hospital Endowed 
Chair of Tropical Pediatrics 
Co-Director, Texas Children's 
Hospital Center for Vaccine 
Development 

University Professor, Baylor 
University 

Faculty Fellow, Hagler Institute for 
Advanced Study 
Senior Fellow, Scowcroft Institute 
of International Affairs 
Texas A&M University 

Baker Institute Fellow in Disease & 
Poverty and Adjunct Professor of 
Bioengineering, Rice University 
Adjunct Professor, University of 
Texas, School of Public Health 

Donate to our COVID-19 Vaccine 
Development 

E-mail: j 

Twitter:! b 6 
Skype:~ 
Linkedi~ 

; 
; 
; 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 



Amazon Author 
Center: https://www.amazon.com/P 
eter-J.-Hotez/e/B001HPIC48 
Daily Beast 
Contributor https://www. thedailybe 
a st.com/ author/peter-j-hotez 
Like us on 
Facebook https://w,vw.facebook.co 
m/BCMNationalSchoolOfrropical 
Medicine/ 

Senior Coordinator / Executive 
____ Support: Douglas _Soriano _________________________ ~ 
' ' ; b6 ; i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- i 

iPhone 

On Jul 25, 2022, at 
5 :07 PM, David 
Morens 

! i 

! b6 ; ! i 
! i 
! i 
··-·-:=~=~=~=~=·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

***CAUTION:*** 
This email is not 
from a BCM Source. 
Only click links or 
open attachments 
you know are safe. 

Attempt no. 2, per 
Rich, the two 
attachments fell 
off..... dmm 
David M. Morens, 
MD 



b6 
IMPORTANT: My 
gmail frequently 
sends incoming 
messages to Trash, 
which is apparently 
not correctable. If 
you don't hear from 
me in a reasonable 
time, please try 
again, call, or use my 
NIH email address 

IMPORTANT: 
For US 
Government-related 
email, please also 
reply to my NIAID 
address 

On Mon, Jul 25, 
2022 at 3: 11 PM 
David Morens 

b6 



b6 
IMPORTANT: My 
gmail frequently 
sends incoming 
messages to Trash, 
which is apparently 
not correctable. If 
you don't hear from 
me in a reasonable 
time, please try 
again, call, or use my 
NIH email address 

IMPORTANT: 
For US 
Government-related 
email, please also 
reply to my NIAID 
address 

On Mon, Jul 25, 
2022 at 3:08 PM 
Morens, David 

_____ (NIHI..NTAJD)_.[EL ______________ _ 

l__ b 6 ___________ 1 

wrote: 

[ cid: l 8236c3bfd54cd 
eccl] 
David M. Morens, 
M.D. 
Senior Advisor to the 
Director 
Office of the 
Director 
National Institute of 
Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of 
Health 
Building 31, Room 
7A-03 
31 Center Drive, 
MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 



20892-2520 

b6 
Disclaimer: This 
message is intended 
for the exclusive use 
of the recipient( s) 
named above. It may 
contain infom1ation 
that is 
PROTECTED, 
PRIVILEGED, 
and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, 
and it should not be 
disseminated, 
distributed, or copied 
to persons not 
authorized to receive 
such information. All 
sensitive documents 
must be properly 
labeled before 
dissemination via 
email. If you are not 
the intended 
recipient, any 
dissemination, 
distribution, or 
copying is strictly 
prohibited. If you 
have received this 
communication in 
error, please erase all 
copies of the 
message and its 
attachments and 
notify us 
immediately. 

[DMM Portrait B 12 
29 15 P0923] 



CAiUTlON: This email originated from 
outside of the organization. Do not click 
links or open attachments w:ilcss you 
recognize the sender aud a.cc confident the 
content is safe. 

' 1 i (At.J HON: This ematl originated from outside 'Of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you. recognize the j' 
I sender and are confident the content is safe. 
~ .... .... ,,,,w.-.,.,.,, ··· . "''" ,w, A .--w.·· ·, ,...,...,, . . ... ,,,,,w., .... ,,,,,w . ...,, ,,-.,.-..-..,.-..,.,.,, · ,., .. _..,,,wv.-.,, ·····,,w,w.,, ,w•• .,w.v· · • •• ,,, . . • ,,,.-..,.,.,,.,. -..,. -..-.. , . .,..""w · · · · · ,,wv.·· ·, ,w .. . ,,w,.,.,..,_ .. ·,.,.,.-..,.-..-. .......... , .. ,,,,w,.w . .,, · · · · · ,,wv.-.» ,w•• .,,wv.,w.,· -.......... , .,.s.· 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

BCC: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

8/10/2022 9:38:08 PM 

Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rl] 

Manheim, Marianne (NIH/NHLBI) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Admin istrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =da8630671954419 7849b5a678839c0f5-ma n hei m mj]; Citarella, Kara 

(NIH/NHLBI) [C] [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrat ive Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=6fd4e2d46879470db5e810fc76c92824-citarellakr] 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrat ive Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

Re: Permission to Conduct CIT Search: NIAID FOIA Request #58647 

Tes, that is fine 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Aug 10, 2022, at 16:18, Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [E] i b6 i> wrote: 
··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Good afternoon David, 

Travis Miller, a freelance journalist, has submitted an amended request for: "All e-mail correspondence 
to/from David Morens containing the term 'gain of function' from October 1, 2019 through the present." 

In order to address the overlap with FOIA case 57014, I am seeking permission to conduct a two part CIT 
search: 

1. Emails (to: David Morens AND NOT from: daszak(wecohealthalliance,org) OR (from: David 
Morens AND NOT to: d2szak@Jecohealthalliance.org) containing the term "gain of function" for 

the time period October 1, 2019 through September 13, 2021. 

2. Emails to or from David Morens containing the term "gain of function" for the time period 

September 14, 2021 through August 10, 2022. 

Thank you. 

Robin 

Robin L. Schofield 
NHLBI FOIA Service Center 

From:[_____________________________ b6 ___] 

Sent: Friday, August 5, 2022 12:41 PM 

To: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [E]: b6 f 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: NIAID F'olA"Jfeqiiesf5864T-·-·-·-·-·1 

Hi Robin, 



FOIA #57014 requested "All e-mail correspondence between David Morens and Peter Daszak from 

October 1, 2019 through the present." 

FOIA #58647 requested "All e-mail correspondence between David Morens and Peter Daszak from 

October 1, 2019 through the present. All e-mail correspondence to/from David Morens containing the 

term 'Daszak' from October 1, 2019 through the present. All e-mail correspondence to/from David 
Morens containing the term 'gain of function' from October 1, 2019 through the present." 

I will revise FOIA #58647 to simply request "All e-mail correspondence to/from David Morens containing 
the term 'gain of function' from October 1, 2019 through the present." 

To help make things easier, and if there are overlaps with other FOIA requesters, you don't have to 

produce anything that is already publicly available on the NIH FOIA portal. 

i b6 i 
i•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

On Fri, Aug 5, 2022 at 9:38 AM Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [E] [ ________________________ ~§ _____________________ ___i wrote: 

Good morning_ ________ b6 _________ i 

Kindly provide a response to my emails below so we can begin processing your request. 

Thank you. 

Robin L. Schofield 

NHLBI FOIA Service Center 

From: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [E] 

Sent: Friday, July 15, 2022 12:25 PM 

To: j b6 ] i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 

Cc: M-a"r1h-eim~--Ma"r(an"ne°{"i':fiH/NHLBI) [El~ b6 ~ Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) 
[ cf_ _____________________ b6 __ ·,r·-·-·-·-=-·-·-·_j ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Re: NIAID FOIA Request #58647 



.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
Good afternoon! b6 ! 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Your request still overlaps with 57104. Kindly submit a unique request as we do not process duplicate 
requests. You are requesting several years of emails for a commonly discussed subject so I again ask 

you to limit your request to sent items to keep the volume at a manageable level. 

Regards, 

Robin L. Schofield 

NHLBI FOIA Service Center 

From: :____________________________ b6 ____ ___] 

Sent: Thursday, July 14, 2022 2:40 PM 
To: Sc ho field, Robin (NI H/ NHL BI) [ E] 4-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bii-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: NIAID FOIA Request #58647 

Hi Robin, 

I will revise the request to exclude news articles and attachments to emails, where those attachments 
are news articles published studies or otherwise publicly-available documents. 

Thanks, 

i b6 i 
••-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•- I 

On Thu, Jul 14, 2022 at 6:16 AM Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El~ b6 iwrote: 
t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 
Good morning ! b6 i 

i-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• I 

We have received your attached Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for a copy of 
"correspondence between David Morens and Peter Daszak from October 1, 2019 through the present. 



All e-mail correspondence to/from David Morens containing the term "Daszak" from October 1, 2019 

through the present. All e-mail correspondence to/from David Morens containing the term "gain of 

function" from October 1, 2019 through the present." 

You originally submitted this request in September 2021 and were informed that the results exceeded 

30,000 pages. Since an additional 11 months have passed, it will be more voluminous. You amended 

that request, assigned case number 57104, to "All e-mail correspondence between David Morens and 

Peter Daszak from October 1, 2019 through the present." The results are currently being reviewed, 
and we cannot process duplicate requests. Kindly revise your request to eliminate duplication and 

target relevant records that can be produced in a reasonable amount of time. Limiting your request to 

sent items can help to eliminate a large amount of news clips, but also please specify whether you are 

willing to exclude any items such as news articles, items where Dr. Daszak is cited in bibliographies, 
unpublished manuscripts, etc. Excluding attachments is another way many requesters are able to 

reduce volume to receive responses more quickly. 

Please advise. 

Regards, 

Robin L. Schofield 

NHLBI FOIA Service Center 

,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

From:I b6 i 
l---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Sent: Wednesday, September 8, 2021 5:40 PM 

To: NIH FO IA <\ ______________________ b6 ____________________ ___: 

Subject: New FOIA request received for National Institutes of Health 

Hello, 

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component: 

The following list contains the entire submission submitted September 08, 2021 05:40:02pm ET, and is formatted for ease of viewing , 



Contact information 

First name 

Last name 

Mailing Address 

City 

State/Province 

Postal Code 

Country 

Phone 

Company/Organization 

Email 

Request 

Request ID 255641 

Confirmation 
ID 255116 

b6 

All e-mail correspondence between David Morens and Peter Daszak from 

Request 
description 

October 1, 2019 through the present. All e-mail correspondence to/from 
David Morens containing the term "Daszak" from October 1, 2019 through 
the present. All e-mail correspondence to/from David Morens containing the 
term "gain of function" from October 1, 2019 through the present. 

Supporting documentation 

Fees 

Request category ID 

Fee waiver 

Willing to pay 

other 

no 

100 

Expedited processing 

Expedited Processing no 

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a spreadsheet. 

request_id confirmation_id address_city address_country address_linel address_line2 address_state_province ad 

255641 255116 I b6 1 
; ' 
i.-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•I 



C.A!JTIO.N; This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and are confident the content is safe. 

I CAlJT!U;;·:·~Th[;·~;:;;~il or1ginat;df;;;;:;'·~;~de of th~·~;;~-~ization. Do not cli;k"links or op~~ .. ;~tachments unless you 

! recognize the sender and are confident the content is safe. 



From: Keusch, Gerald Ti b6 i 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Sent: 10/8/2022 2:49:15 PM 
To: Peter Da sza k i _____________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 
CC: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

! __ LEYDlBClHE23.S.P..DL.;f)/cn=Recipientsf,~□.::J)_qg_J§7_c;:_c;:_(;i_5._~4.lS.7_$_~94_~g_lt8710a383 - dm9r.e.!J$.]_;__pgJ;grJ:J.9J;g1:, 

i b6 i Aleksei Chmura i b6 ( Rich Roberts ( b6 ~ Jeff Sturchio 
('"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'b1f'"'"'"'"'"1-·-·-·-·-·1 '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· ,. ___________________________________ ! 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Richard Ebright accusing us of having disqualifying conflicts ... 

I have finally made the big time in an Ebright tweet. Since I don't use twitter on principle maybe somebody who does 

would tweet back and point out how prescient Jeff Sachs was to organize our original Lancet Task Force to address the 
threat of COVID-10. 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Oct 7, 2022, at 12:22 PM, Peter Daszak ~ b6 ~ wrote: 
• ' 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Here is Richard Ebright on Twitter, referring to Jeff Sachs' latest podcast. Apparently Jeff calls out our 
Taskforce members as having 'disqualifying' conflicts - no doubt advised by Dr. Ebright's hours-per-day 

spent digging out information on everything we all do. Of course the disqualifying conflicts are that 

we've all either written papers, grants, or appeared in meetings together previously ... 

Don't these folks have better things to focus on? 

Jeffrey Sachs: Lessons from the COVID Commission Excellent summary of the undeclared 
conflicts of interest and unethical withholding of information by the original, Daszak- and 
Keusch-led, Lancet Commission Task Force on COVID-10 Origins (00.00-41:35). 

Manifold: Jeffrey Sachs: Lessons from the COVID Commission, Lab Leak Questions, and Nord Stream 

Richard H. Ebright 

For reference, the following is a list of members of the Lancet Commission Task Force on 
Origins who had undeclared disqualifying conflicts of interest ( for the first five) or undeclared 
potentially disqualifying conflicts of interest (for the next three): 



Richard H. Ebri.ght ~{i1 __ H __ E.bright 

J2n1 
(1) Peter Daszak: Eco Health Alliance president; organizer and signer of2020 Lancet letter (2) 
Hume Field: EcoHeal.th Alliance Science and Policy Advisor; consultant on 2020-2025 N IH 
grant AJ151797 to Peter Daszak; signer of Daszak.1s 2020 Lancet letter .... 
I H;;pl)r 
l T(ct\;;Jt'(~t 

Richard H. Ebright @)<._H_EbrirtH 

(3) Gerald T. Keusch (task force chair after Daszak's removal): Co-Investigator on 2020-2025 
NJH grant Al 151797 to Petet Daszak; signer of Oaszak's 2020 Lancet letter. (4) Danielle 
Anderson: Co-Investigator and subcontractor on 2020-2025 NIH grant Al 151797 to Peter 
Daszak .... 

Richard H. Ebright {j_·i,;I{_H,,Ebright 
42.rn 
(5) Supaporn Wacharapluesade: Co-lnvestigator and subcontractor on 2020-2025 NIH grant 
Al 15 I 797 to Peter Daszak. (6) Sai Kjt Lam: Signer of Daszak's 2020 Lancet letter .... 
l Rep~y 
l\. ::;t\,\~~tt 

!4Lk'2 
)\fore opti,}rs 

;,¥• 
.i. 

Richard U. Ebright 1,d( . .H .... Fbl'ig_hi 
42u1 

(7) Linda Saif: Signer of Daszak's 2020 Lancet letter. (8) Stanley Perlman: Signer of Daszak's 
2020 Lancet letter. 
! l(~pl:y 
1 R,:rv.-,.;:<.·t 



Keith Evans 

Yes, Indeed, and don't forget the impetus behind it, the USA Academic Amalgamation, wh1ch 

canvassed for thls research! Though it ls recognised that you have been totally consistent 

indeed 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 
President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 

New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 

Tel. :l._ _____________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

and Molecular 

Website: www,ecohealthalliance,org 

Twitter: _r@PeterDaszak 

Bi wanted if/'? And 

of to Eccheaith 

f:coHea!th Affiance develops science-bused solutions to prevent pandemics and conserve ti on 

.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

From: Peter Daszak ~ b6 ~ 
~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Sent: Friday, October 7, 2022 10:50 ~-iyi-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, ! b6 ! 
To: 'Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E]' ~ b6 !'Gerald KeuschL_·---·-·---·=-·-----·-·-·-·-·! 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-!-._·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_·_ 
,--~~_; __ '_P._e..te..r:: . .t.!9.!.!r( ________ , b6 j 'Aleksei Chmura' 4 b6 j; 'Rich Roberts' 

L_ __________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.J I Jeff st u r Ch i O I {:::::::::::::::::::~:r:::::::::::::::::1-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 
Subject: another Jeff Sachs podcast 

I've not listened to this one, but apparently he now brings the lab leak and the "US bombed the 

European Nordstream gas pipeline" conspiracies all together in one neat podcast ... 



https :ljpodcasts. apple. com/ us/podcast/ man ifol d/i d 1450540825 ?i =1000581778581 

By the way - I was woken at 6:30am this morning with repeated phone calls and loud whistles from our 

front drive (now behind security gates) - a local thuggish chap sitting on a camp chair right outside our 

house reading the lawsuit and demanding that I come out to 'be served'. 

Needless to say, the document went straight onto my compost heap, so I can use the few hundred 

pages to nourish the local worms and beetles .... 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 
President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 

New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 

Tel.: L ____________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 

Website: www.ecohe2lth2l1ianc0.org 
Twitter: (dl PeterDaszak 

Eco!--!ea!th Affiance science--based solutions to 

From: Peter Daszak b6 
Sent: Friday, October 7, 2022 12:18 AM 

and promote conservation 

To: 'Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El' i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 'Gerald Keusch' [__ b6 __j 
Cc: Ip ete r Hate z I c-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b-f"-·-·-·-·-·-·-!~?ATek-s-eTch-m-u·;:a·'·r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i;s·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i IR i ch Ro be rts I 

c-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·::.bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 1 Jeff Stu re hi O I l_ ______________________ es -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 
Subject: Confidential - Advance copy of our upcoming Taskforce report in PNAS 

Importance: High 

Dear All, 

Now that we've put out a press release and journalists are already contacting us, we wanted to share an 

advance copy of the proofs and supporting information for our upcoming PNAS paper that represents 

the report of our Independent Task Force (formerly under the Lancet COVID-19 Commission). It's under 
embargo until Monday October 10th

, 3pm US Eastern time. Please keep it confidential until then of 
course - I don't want to run afoul of the National Academy ... 

As you'll read, the report lays out a detailed assessment of what happened with COVID in relation to 
prior emerging diseases (mainly RNA virus outbreaks), and makes a strong case for a One Health 



approach for pandemic prevention strategies, given these viruses' ability to recombine and jump hosts. 

We then lay out a series of recommendations and we think these will have legs. 

We also review the likely origins and factors behind the spread of COVID. In the Supporting Information 
(Table S6, and the discussion afterwards) we review all available evidence for a so-called 'natural' origin 

of COVID-19 vs. a lab leak. We summarize almost all of the papers or reports that provide an argument 
for origins of COVID and assess whether they are primary data/analysis, oped, review articles, and 

whether they've been peer-reviewed or just put up on the web as preprints or un-reviewed blog-like 

articles. It makes for a pretty damning case against the lab leak hypothesis - there simply is no verifiable 

or testable evidence, just a series of opinion pieces, blog articles, preprints that have been languishing 
for over a year in many cases, and the occasional review article in not-very-well-known journals, or 

journals from the wrong field. On the other hand, the likely origin of COVID via the wildlife trade is 

supported by data on the animals present in the trade, the diversity of viruses in bats that are close to 
SARS-CoV and SARS-CoV-2, the epidemiology and sequence analysis and other evidence or analysis 

published in high quality, peer-reviewed journals. 

Jerry and I have been working hard with our colleagues on the taskforce ever since Jeff Sachs invited me 

to set it up in Summer 2020, but especially hard since he shut us down in Nov. 2021. We've been 
meeting almost weekly and doing our best to finalize the report as an all-volunteer group. You'll 

recognize some of the scientists involved if you look at our new website that we set up 

(https://www.independentcovidtaskforce.org/about-members). There's also a bit of background on the 

taskforce here: www.independentcovidtaskforce.org 

I hope you'll be able to at least skim some of this. We're expecting some press interest, and hope this 

does as much as we can to point out how wrong Jeff was to undermine our work, and try to terminate 
our efforts. The battle of narratives continues - Jeff has a series of 3 webinars set up, with the first one 

all about the lab leak on Nov. 1st_ We're hoping to continue getting our main messages out over the 

coming weeks/months .... 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 
President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 

New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 

Te I.: L _____________ b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-j 
Website: www.ecohealthalliance.org 
Twitter: (@ PeterDaszak 

EccJiea!th Affiance devdops science-based solutions to 

From: Peter b6 
Sent: Thursday, October 6, 2022 10:39 PM 

conservation 



To: 'Mo rens, DavL~ __ (_~-~~_{~_l~_l_°-_U~LJ;-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ·--~~---;·-·-·-·-·•r·-·-·-···JG_era l_d __ Keusch L_ ______ ' b6 _________________ i 
rc·~-~P-.et.Pb6l:P-:z.'_L._l";-·;j-~ff it~~hi~-.--~~~-l-~~-~-:~.!=~i;s~!.~l. ____________ r_·-·-·-·-·-·-·~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-_j; I R i Ch RO be rt s I 

l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.: 1--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

Subject: RE: FT: Republicans demand halt to grants for virus-hunting group 

Yes - it's been a daily barrage since I last emailed you all - multiple letters to agencies and a Bill filed to 

defund EHA. 

By the way, just today (Thursday) we received two more attacks. First, a FolA to NIH for the proposal 

and all related docs on our new R0l from White Coat Waste. They've got a slight problem this time in 

that we checked the box for 'proprietary information', so we'll be redacting all the important 

information now about collaborators, especially given our plans to work in Myanmar - it would seriously 

threaten the security of our staff and our collaborators if their names were put out. 

Second, and more irritating was our 4th lawsuit which was couriered to our offices today. This one sues 

EHA, myself and my wife Janet (who's a Ph.D immunologist but has never worked for EHA and doesn't 

work on COVID) for $1 billion in damages for as they allege, causing the COVID-19 outbreak. It's frivolous 

and ridiculous, being based on a conglomeration of all the usual internet conspiracies, but we now have 

to pay lawyers to fight it. We have one other active suit that we're fighting, one that was kicked out of 
court, and another filed with The International Criminal Court in The Hague calling for a Nuremberg-like 

trial of Fauci, Gates, George Soros, myself and others. The US didn't sign on to the Intl. Criminal Court, 

so it's fairly meaningless, as well as utterly insane and likely to be thrown out. 

I'm keeping positive, recognizing that it's not unusual for lawsuits to be filed in the hope of winning 

substantial $$, but with the high likelihood they'll be thrown out. However, it's been a tough couple of 

weeks for sure .. 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 
President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 
New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 

Tel. : l_ _________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
Website: www.ecohealthalliance.org 
Twitter: _(fiJ PeterDaszak 

EcoHeufth Affiance science-based sojutfons to conservation 



From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 ! 
Sent: Wednesday, October 5, 2022 10:40 AM • 

To: Gerald Keusch_ <;_ bG .-1 ________________________ _ 
Cc: Peter Daszak <d b6 ___ JPeter Hotez d-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6-·-·-·-·-·-·-] Aleksei Chmura 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-,;-6 ! Rich Roberts [~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Ief.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~]; Jeff Sturchio 

j·-·-·z·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

Subject: Fwd: FT: Republicans demand halt to grants for virus-hunting group 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El" .d_ _________ ·-=·-b.? _______ .
0
---~ 

Date: October 5, 2022 at 10:38:56 EDT 
To: David Morens 1. b6 __ ] 
Subject: Fwd: FT: Republicans demand halt to grants for virus-hunting group 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: II Folkers, Greg (NI H/N IAI D) [El II L.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·=·-·~~---·-·-·-·-·-·c•-·-·-·-·-·-·j 

Date: October 5, 2022 at 10:01:20 EDT 

Subject: FT: Republicans demand halt to grants for virus-hunting group 

ft.com 

Republicans demand halt to 
grants for virus-hunting group 

Kiran Stacey 
4-6 minutes 

Eco Health had already been criticised for failing to disclose details of 

Wuhan lab coronavirus work 



hina's Wuhan Institute 
of Virology, which scientists have criticised for conducting experiments 
at dangerously low levels of biosafety © Hector Retamal/AFP/Getty 
Images 

Senior Republicans have hit out at the Biden administration's decision 
to award hundreds of thousands of dollars to a virus-hunting group that 
is already under fire for its previous work with China's Wuhan Institute 
of Virology. 

Three members of Congress have urged health officials to reverse a 
recent decision to grant $500,000 to the Eco Health Alliance to fund its 
work hunting for new coronaviruses. The grant is one of four given to 
the organisation since the start of the pandemic, adding up to more 
than $7mn. 

Eco Health, which 1s based in the US and led by the Britisn scfentfst Peter 
Daszak, has previously been criticised for coronavirus experiments it 
conducted on mice in 2015 with the lab in Wuhan, the city where Covid-
19 was flrst discovered, and its subsequent failure to disclose the full 
details of the studies. 

Experts have also argued that the nature of EcoHealth's virus 
surveillance work - which involves experimenting pre-emptively on a 
range of viruses in order to be ready to develop vaccines should they 
ever be needed, rather than simply studying specific viruses as 
outbreaks emerge - is unnecessarily dangerous. 

Roger Marshall, the Republican senator from Kansas, said: "The 
Eco Health Alliance and [the US National Institutes of Health] are 
operating in tandem to proliferate risky research With deadly pathogens 
out of the reach of US oversight." 

Andrew Weber, the former assistant secretary of defence in the Obama 
administration who is now a senior fellow at the Council on Strategic 
Risks, called the work "reckless, risky research with virtually no benefit 
to humanity", 

Despite the criticism, there is no evidence to suggest that the 
company's 2015 mouse experiments contributed to the pandemic. The 
most recent awards to EcoHealth also do not involve the Wuhan lab. 

EcoHealth has been conducting research into new coronaviruses for 
years, often hunting for diseased bats in remote locations in south-east 
Asia. However, the group came under fire for some of its NIH-funded 



work with the Wuhan laboratory in 2015, when the lab and Eco Health 
took coronavirus samples and performed experiments on mice that 
made the virus even more deadly. 

The NIH admitted last year that it had not been told by Eco Health about 
the outcome of the mouse experiments, even though the company was 
required to do so under the terms of its grant contract. 

Cathy McMorr[s Rodgers, the most senior Republican on the House 

Energy and Commerce committee, accused the company of not 
answering questions as part of a Republican inquiry into the origins of 
Covid-19. 

"EcoHealth Alliance and Peter Daszak should not be getting a dime of 
taxpayer funds until they are completely transparent. Period," she said. 
"This is madness." 

The Wuhan lab itself has come under intense scrutiny since Covid-19 

was first detected in the Chinese province, and has been criticised by 
many scientists for conducting its experiments at dangerously low levels 
of biosafety. 

Last October, the Biden administration released a report showing that 
one unnamed intelligence agency believed the pandemic first started 
because of an accident involving this kind of research at the Wuhan lab. 
Others believed the pandemic began naturally, although said they could 
not be sure. 

New disclosures by the NIH show that it has continued to fund 
Eco Health over the past two years and awarded a grant for an entirely 
new project that started two weeks ago. 

According to the filings, NIH gave EcoHealth about $1.Smn in 2020, 
2021 and 2022 for its coronavirus surveillance work, which includes 
testing the samples in genetically adapted mice. 

Neither EcoHealth nor the NIH responded to multiple requests to 
comment. Eco Health has defended its work in the past, saying that the 
more scientists know about diseases circulating in the wild, the better 
they will be able to create treatments and vaccines should they ever 
cross over to humans. 

Joni Ernst, the Republican senator from Iowa, said: "It is absolutely batty 
that NIH would give another cent of taxpayer money to EcoHealth." 

Disclaimer: Any third-party material in this email has been shared for internal use 
under fair use provisions of U.S. copyright law, without further verification of lts 
accuracy/veracity. It does not necessarily represent my views nor those of NIAJD, 
NIH, HHS, or the U.S. government. 



I C~llT!Ol\; Thfs email originated from outside ofthe organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
j sender and are confident the content is, safe. 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

2/16/2023 7: 19:22 PM ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
Taubenberger, Jeffery (NIH/NIAID) [E] I b6 i 
[/ O =NIH/OU =NIH EX CH ANGE/ en =Rec i p tenls7c'fi~taul5en'6e-rge-rjf'-·-·-·-·-·-·] 

link of interest 

https://www.nih.gov/institutes-nih/nih-office-director/office-communications-public
liaison/freedom-information-act-office/nih-foia-log 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

' ' I b 6 Int: Ms. Sherri DePollar) 

i i 
i i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Disclaimer: 1hls message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 
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June 29, 2023 

Mr. David Morens, M.D. 
Senior Scientific Advisor 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
560 I Fishers Lane, MSC 9806 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Dear Dr. Morcns: 

Documents in possession of the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavin1s Pandemic 
(Select Subcommittee) suggest that you may have used your personal e-mail to avoid 
transparency and the Freedom of Information.Act (FOJA), potentially intentionally deleted 
federal records, and acted in your official capacity to disparage your fellow scientists, including 
by encouraging litigation against them. 

r,,,.J, ~,,;,:, f;. C'. 
;.i,r-.:,t\Ji~r; MEMBEn 

Fwther, yom e-mails also raise concerns that you may have knowledge or information 
suggesting Dr. Anthony Fauci, former Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NlAlD), wished to influence the COVlD-19 origins narrative without his 
''fingerprints." 

This is all very troubling and raises serious questions. As such, we are requesting 
documents and communications from your personal e-mail and cell phone that are responsive to 
the Select Subcommittee's investigation. Additionally, pursuant to the Select Subcommittee's 
February 13, 2023 letter, we request you sit for an in-person transcribed interview on August 2, 
2023.1 

I. You may have intentiona1lv used vour persona] e-mail to avoid transparencv and 
FOIA and mav have intentionally deleted federal records. 

In one e-mail you write that you "always try to communicate over gmai l because my NIH 
email is FOIA' d eonstantly."2 You continue, "[ d]on't worry, just send to any of my addresses and 
Twill delete anything I don't wantto sec in the New York Timcs."3 

J Letter from llon. Brad Wenstrup, Chai.Jman, Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic, II. Comm. on 
Oversight & Accountability, to Hon. Xavier Beceo-a, Sec' y. U.S. Dep't of Health and Iluman Servs. (Feb. 13, 2023). 
2 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat'l lnst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, to Peter 
Daszak, Ph.D., et. al., President, EcoilealthAlliance. lnc. (Sept. 9, 2021). 
' Td. 
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Message 

From: David Motent 
gmall.com.J 

Sent! 9/9/2021 4:14:31 PM 
To: 

CC: 

Andar.sen 
Edward Holrnes 

~ 
Rasmussen, Angfe 

Peter and colleagues, 

As you. know, I try to always communicate on gm~il because my NlH email is fOIA1d 
constantly. 

Yesterday my gmall was hacked, probably l)y these GoF asshOles, and untH IT can get Jt 
fixed I may have to occasionally email from my Nll-1 accolint. 

lt spent a couple hours today but couldn't flx it. 

Stuff sent to my gmall gets to my phone, but not my NIH computer. 

Don•t worry, just send to any of my address.es and I will delete anything I don't want to 
see in the New York nmes. 

d 

David M. Morens, MD 

001714 
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11. You used vour official capacity to disparage your felJow scientists and those 
whose opinion was different than your own, including by encouraging litigation 
against them. 

In addition to your attempt to bide your involvement with ce1tain scientists regarding the 
origins of COVIO-191 you also appear to use your official position to disparage others you 
disagree with on numerous occasions. 

On one occasion, in response to a report in The Intercept entitled, "New Details emerge 
About Corona virus Research at Chinese Lab," you use your official platform to encourage 
Eco Health Alliance. Inc. President Dr. Peter Daszak to "not rule out suing these assholes for 
slandcr."4 While this e-mail was also sent from your personal e-mail, your email signature 
includes "OD [Office of the Director}, NIA TD [National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases], NIH [National Institutes of Health]."5 This gives the appearance of a government 
official encouraging litigation against the ptcss for reporting that docs not follow public health 
bureaucrats' pre-concei vcd narrati vc and is unacceptable. 

From: Oevid Morens 
S&nt: lu,esdav, Septe 
To; Peter O;.szak 
Cc: Garrv, Robert • ; Edward'Holrnes 

;)l}f!f~il-r,;;¥1"1,tstj?n- Robert Kessler 

$4Jbje,(t: f{£:; The Intercept report qn co1'omvirus teseorch .;it Chinese fob$ 

Do not rule out suing these assholes for slander. d 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 
00, NIAIO, NIH 

On another occasion, in response to a different scientist's characterization of Dr. Alina 
Chan and Dr. Richard Ebright as espousing •1amateurish, disingenuous bullshit" regarding gain
of-function research, you responded, "(a]men and good for you! You are right that Ebright and 
his jl.k arc not only NOT experts but arc hannful dcmagogucs."6 

4 E-Mail from David Morens, M,D,, Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat'l lnst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, to Peter 
Daszak, Ph,D., et. al., President. EcoJlealthAlliance, lnc. (Sept. 7, 2021). 
s ld. 
r, E-Mail from David Morens, M,D., Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat'l lnst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, to 
Angela Rasmussen, Pli.D,, Research Scientist II, Vaccine & Infectious Disease Organization-International Vaccine 
Centre (Sept 9, 2021 ). 
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On Thu, Sep 9, 2021 at 428 PM David Moreos -rote: 

Amen and good for you! You are right that Ebright and his ilk are not only NOT experts but are 
harmful demo~ogues. They need to be called out Because i am in government i can onfy fo this 
.off the record, but i ha'lie done do again and again. Some of them are· knowingly promoting fatse 
equivalences. If they interviewed a Holocaust survfyor, they would say they have to give equal time 
and space to a Nazi murderer. They, nave no shame, d 

Sent from my fPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIA!D, NIH 

On a third occasion, this time with your official e-mail address, you responded to another 
scientist's characterization of Dr. Chan as "quite dangerous," by stating, "I know OF Alina Chan 
based on two papers of hers I came across, one of which was a screed against Eddie's recent 
review. It seemed biased, cherry-picked, and not the work of a scientist with integrity."7 

On 21 Aug 2021, at '1:03 am, Morens, David (NIHJN!AID) [EJ ~ > wrote: 

Thanks to both you and Kristian. Very he-e-lpful to know what the experts think, because- so us 
mere mortals, phylogenetic and sequencing interpretation is a biUnscrutable. 

¥es, altho.ugh I don't know her personally, I know Of Alina Chan based on two papers of hers I 
came across, one of which was a screed against Eddie's recent review. It seemed biased, 
cherry-picked, and not the work of a scientist with integrity. 

Dav'id M. Morens, M.b. 
CA PT, Unit<'.i! Swr(:$ Pt1bli<: Heal.th Service 
~ior Ad--,iwr to the Dirutor 
Office of the :Ditecrot 
Natimw1 J.w,tiumi of 1\llergy a.ndJ:n.foctiuus Dise,ases 
Na.tioMl l.n.ffluite. of Health 

Oi0<,o«o<r, 'rhl,.,....g, to""""'""1 fu<.tJ,.,,.i.,;;,,""'oftheN.,,,,(,).,...c<I .!,a,._ :h 111')' o,;w,n il>.fo...«l>,) d,,r~)'!l,O'f'£C!lll),P'Af\ftt[Gil).ati&'.,. 

001"1"!)'.)Et,'TIAI. •~d it<hculd ~°' be~<d, ~~ or-oop'.«t to"""""°""' •~d ,o ""'""" ,ud; il>i>tmati,,._ ,m,..,;mc ~ ... C>\IS! i>,,p"'f"xly 
!.b.ie<!b<fuoo~,,,,,.,,$>,l, lt'f'x••r<•-~tb.1~""'.W~r<<mo•~1-<l®.a,,<.,i.,,ion,o.""Pl'"&"~t<l);ro/)iM;d,lfy""l\>'•--thi, 
D:W'"~wdcaticwtG.~J'Wr,fl~c-~ ,itl •• of~Ji'I~ ~li.>u--..~aw l~~.in~i~y. 

7 E-Mail from David Morens. M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat'l Inst of Allergy & Infectious Diseases. to 
Robert Gany, Professor, Tulane Scbool of Medicine (Aug.21.2021). 
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These e-mails raise additional serious concerns about your objectivity while stationed in 
the Office of the Director ofNJAJD-an agency that obligates billions of dollars annually. The 
Select Subcommittee has questions about whether you made or influenced any funding decisions 
based on yom personal motives or biases towards scientists. 

Ill. You spoke with reporters regarding the origins of COVJD-19 notentiallv because 
Dr. Anthony Fauci wished to influence the COVID-19 origins narrative without 
his "fingerprints." 

Documents previously released by the Select Subcommittee established that, according to 
e-mails, Drs. Fauci and Francis Collins ''prompted" the drafting of a paper to ''disprove" the lab 
Leak theory. 8 This paper turned into "The Proximal Origin of SARs-Co V-2" (Proximal Origin). 9 

After increased pressure frorn Dr. Collins, Dr. Fauci appeared to cite Proximal Origin from the 
White House podium to downplay the lab leak theory. 10 At the time, however, Dr. Fauci publicly 
claimed to not remember the name of the paper or those who wrote it. 11 Yet, in response to a 
private follow-up question from a member of the press, Dr. Fauci cited Proximal Origin- the 
paper he "prompted" a few months earlier-as proof COVTD-19 was not the result of a lab 
leak. 12 

New e-mails suggest that Dr. Fauci took additional efforts to tamp down the lab leak 
theory by requesting you speak with the press regarding the origins of COVID-1 9, because he 
did not want to directly influence the stories.13 On July 29, 202 I, you wrote, "[b Jut today, to my 
total surprise, my boss tony [Fauci] actually ASKED me to speak to the National Geographic on 
the record about origins. I interpret tlus to mean that our government is lightening up[,] but that 
Tony tloes11 't want ltisjingerprints on origin .'itories." 14 

8 Memorandum from Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic Staff to Seloct Subcomm. on the Corona virus 
Members (Mar. 5, 2023). 
9 KristianAnderseo, Ph.D., et. al., The Pmximal Origin <?f'SARS-Col'-2, NATURE MEDICINE (Mar 17, 2020). 
10 Remarks by .President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members oftbe Coronavirus Task F01•ee in Press 
Briefing, The White House (Apr. 17, 2020). 
JJ Id. 
11 E-Mail frotn Anthony Fauci, M.D., Dir., Nat'! Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases. to Bill Geitz, 1'at'L Sec. 
Con-espondeut, The Washington Times (Apr. 19, 2020). 
n E-Mail from David Morens, MD., Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat' I Inst. OfAllergy & Infectious Diseases, to 
Jason Gale, Bloomberg (July 29, 2021). 
J
4 1d (emphasis added). 
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From; ' ~ni:i i d.!,.i,t;. gov At ·: 07/QS./21 07 : 3,J : 47 

To: J'~cu G~l;.<;:~~~;~:.~::~~18WSf<OOH: )t\~_;;.~~: .. :.~~~.~ ~?nunB~Ef?D, 

Sub-:;ect : RE : Fwd:R~: ORG.P.NT: Seeking .:;,Jrrenent on p;.:rper in N,tlu.i.:e : 
Scientific ·r.epo:rts 

Jason, r can almost always talk on 'background or off the record. and if needed I 
MIGHT be able to speak ON the record. In the US government we all have to get 
approval from HHS or the Whitehouse to speak to the press. Sometimes they are 
touchy about certain issues and say no. For many months, I have not been approved 
to talk about "origins" on the record. 

But today. to my total surprise, my boss Tony actually ASKED me to speak to the 
National Geographic on the record about origins. I interpret this to mean that our 
government is lightening up but that Tony doesn't want his fingerprints on origin 
stofies. 

Bottom line. I can speak to you on background and; ff you need or want quotations or 
attributions, you can request to speak to me formally. They can only say no or, better 
yet, steer you to Tony .... 

Have you asked Dr. Newman when he bmlght be able to share the paper he 
mentioned? I would love to see that .... 

<mime•attachmentgif> 

Davtd M. Morens, M.D. 
CAP'l', Uniled States Pt1blic He-.ilth Service 

Senior Ad visor tot he nirect9r 
Office cf the Direct o1-

National fnstituteor Allergy and lufectious Hiseases 
N'ational Institutes cf Health 

In the interview referenced in your e-mail, you not only strongly imply against a lab leak, 
but go fm1her and imply the U.S. should stop searching for or investigating the origins of 
COVID-19. You stated, "[t]here is progenitor virus out there somewhere, and we should look for 
it. . . [b Jut at some point, it crosses over from doing due diligence to wasting time and being crazy. 
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We may have seen that point already." 15 To be clear, investigating the source of a pandemic that 
has killed more than one million Americans is not "wasting time" or "being crazy."16 This raises 
the question of whether this was the narrative Dr. Fauci approved you to say, 

**** 

To better assist the Select Subcommittee in its investigation of the origins of COVID- J 9 
and, in this case, any potential violations of federal record keeping laws, and considering your 
use of personal e-mail for official purposes specifically discussing these issues, we therefore 
request the following documents and information from any personal e-mail accounts, but 
primarily dmmorens@gmail.com, and any personal cell phones, but primarily (240)-495-1783, 
as soon as possible but no later than July 13, 2023: 

I. All documents and communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical 
reception of the following publications: 

a. The Co1Tespondence in The Lancet titled, "Statement in support of the scientists, 
public health professionals, and medical professionals of China com batting 
COVID-19." 

b. The Correspondence in Nature Medicine titled, "The proximal origin of SARS
Co V-2." 

c. The Letter in Science titled, "Investigate the origins of COVID-19." 

d. The Review in Cell Press titled , "The origins of SARS-CoV-2: A critical review." 

e. The Publication in Scie11ce titled, "The Hunan Seafood Wholesale Market in 
Wuhan was the early epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic." 

f. The Publication in Science titled, "The molecular epidemiology of multiple 
zoonotic origins of SARS-CoV-2." 

g. The Publication in The Lancet titled, "The Lancet Commission on lessons for the 
future from the COVID-19 pandemic." 

h. The Perspective in The Proceedings of the Nah·onal Academy of Sciences titled, 
"Pandemic origins and a One Health approach to preparedness and prevention: 
Solutions based on SARS-Co V-2 and other RNA viruses." 

i5 Priyanka Runwal, Why ii s so tPicAJ• to trace the orfgin oj' COVJD-19, NAI'LGEOGRAPillC (Sept. 13, 2021 ). 
Jr, .Jesse D. Bloom, et. a l. , b,vesllgale the origins ofCOT'JD-19, SClENCE (May 14, 2021): .Jeffrey D. Sachs. et. al., 
The La11cet Commission 0 11 /esso11s learned/or the.f11t11refrom the COT'JD-19 pandemic, TIIE LANCET (Sept. 14. 
2022). 
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1. The Report in Zenodo titled, "Genetic evidence of susceptible wildl ife in SARS
Co V-2 positive samples at the Huanan Wholesale Seafood Market, Wuhan: 
Analysis and interpretation of data released by the Chinese Center for Disease 
Control." 

_J. The Pre-Print Publication in Nature titled, ''Surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 in the 
environment and animal samples of the Huanan Seafood Market." 

2. All documents and communications, including text messages, regarding the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology, Eco Health Al liance, lnc., or the origins of COVTD-19 between 
November 1, 2019, and present between yomsclf and the following individuals or 
regarding or referencing the fol lowing individuals: 

a. Anthony Fauci 
b. Francis Collins 
c. Lawrence Tabak 
d. Hugh Auchincloss 
e. Cliff Lane 
f. David Morens 
g. Ping Chen 
h. Ian Watson 
I. Andrew Pope 
J. VictorDzau 
k. Robert Redfield 
I. Michael Lauer 
m. David Christian Hassell 
n. Jeremy Fan·ar 
0. Robert Garry 
p. Michael Farzan 
q. Edward Holmes 
r. W. Ian Lipkin 
s. Andrew Rambaut 
t. Peter Das1,ak 
u. Aleksei Chmma 
v. Kevin Oliva! 
w. Christian Drosten 
x. Ron Fouchier 
y. Marion Koopmans 
z. Michael Worobcy 
aa. Jonathan Pekar 
bb. Florence Deba1Te 
cc. Angela Rasmussen 
dd. Ralph Barie 
ee. James LeDuc 
ff. Shi Zhengli 



Mr. David Morens, M .D. 
June 29, 2023 
Pagc9 

gg. Ben Hu 
hh. Yu Ping 
ii. Yan Zhu 
jj. Zhou Yusen 
kk. Peter Hotez 
11. Richard Ebright 

mm.Y. Alina Chan 
nn. Jesse Bloom 
oo. David Reiman 

The Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic is authorized to investigate "the 
origins of the Coronavirus pandemic, including but not Jimjtcd to the Federal Government's 
funding of gain-of function research" and "execut ive branch policies, deliberations, decisions, 
activities, and internal and external communications related to the coronavirus pandemic" under 
H. Res. 5. To schedule the interview or ask any follow-up or related questions please contact 
Select Subcommittee staff at (202) 225-5074. 

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

? -,ti?4J~ e R Wcnstrup, D.P.M. c__:).__ __ _ 
Chairman 
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 

cc: The Honorable Raul Ruiz, Ranking Member 
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

BCC: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

6/29/2023 10:32:57 PM 

Gerald Keusch i b6 ! 
Morens, David

0

(NIH/NIAID) [El [/~=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Requesting comment on House COVID emails investigation 

Is this helpful? dmm 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

Begin forwarded message: 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

From: "Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El"! b6 ! 

Date: June 2 9, 2023 at 15 :59 :00 EDT ;·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~~~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
To: "Haskins, Melinda (NIH/NIAID) [El (L. ____________________ ~?. ___________________ ,_.! j b6 :, "Harper, Jill 
(NI H/N IAI D) [ El (i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-r • 

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Requesting comment on House COVID emails investigation 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

I b6 ~assistant: Ms. Sherri DePollar, de~ollars~) 

l _____________________________________________________________________________ i 

Disclaimer: 1hls message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, 

PRIVILEGED, and/or CONF1DENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. 
All sensitive documents must be properly labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, 
or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify 
us immediately. 



From: Josh Christenson f-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i:is·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; 

Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2023 3:25 PM _________________________________________________ _ 

To: Moren s, David (NI H/N IAI D) [ E] 4_ ________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Requesting comment on House COVID emails investigation 

Dr. Morens, 

The House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic disclosed emails you sent as senior 

scientific adviser at NIAID that may have violated federal record-keeping laws. 

You said in the emails that you used a personal email address to avoid Freedom of Information Act 

requests, and that you deleted other emails to avoid press scrutiny. 

Another email shows you attacked a report in The Intercept, encouraging Eco Health Alliance President 

Peter Daszak to "not rule out suing these assholes for slander." 

Would you care to comment on the remarks you made in the emails? Do you have a response to the 

House committee? 

I'd appreciate a prompt response. 

Thanks, 

Josh Christenson 

Josh Christenson 
Politics Reporter 
New York Post 

! b6 i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

9/21/2023 8:32:49 PM 

David Morens (dmmorens@gmail.com) [dmmorens@gmail.com] 

FW: FOIA Requests #60136 and #60339 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 
. -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
I b 6 lstant Sherri DePollar) 

i ! 
i ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) rnuned above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El 
Sent: Monday, July 3, 2023 2:12 PIY.I_ _________________________________________________ , 

To: Cit a re Ila, Kara (NIH/NH LB I) [ C] !.~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J___ ______ , ,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 
Cc: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [Ei b6 Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El! b6 i 
Subject: RE: FO IA Requests #60136°·a-nc:f#°iiff33g-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

Kara, PS, I should have added that it is my impression that all of my gmails regarding these 
issues were foia' d and accessed a long time ago. I am not aware there is anything left that 
hasn't been accessed already. 



David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 

,.Bet.hesda._.M_D_.20.89..2:::25.21L. ________ . 
i i 
i i 

I b 6 ~assistant: Ms. Sherri DePollar, depollars@nih.gov) 
i i 
i i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Disclaimer: 'This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C] l_ _____________________ b._f! ___ =·-·-·-·-~·-·-·J 

Sent: Monday, July 3, 2023 1:43 PIYI---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [E] t ________________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__i -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
Cc: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NH LB I) [ E] r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bif-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·t; Harper, Ji 11 (NI H/N IAI D) [ EJL _______________________ !l._~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 
Subject: FOIA Requests #60136 and #6{)~39-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 

Importance: High 

Dear Dr. Morens, 

We've received several FOIA requests asking for emails from your personal email/gmail account. I've attached both of 

those for you reference. Could you let me know if you use your personal gmail account for what is requested in the 

attached FOIA requests and as quoted below? 

#60136 FOIA request is as follows: 

• "Any and all written or electronic communication between Senior Advisor David Morens one or more of the 

following individuals: Peter Daszak of the Eco Health Alliance, Kristian Andersen of Scripps, Robert Garry of 

Tulane, and/or Jeremy Farrar of the Well come Trust. This request seeks records produced between January 1, 

2020 and January 1, 2021." The amended version excludes news clips, mass mailings, SPAM, and Google alerts, 

as well as, "Also this official may have been using a personal account for official communications, so it may be 
useful to ensure that any official communications sent over personal accounts are included in your search." 



#60339 FOIA request is as follows: 

• "Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, I am requesting all documents created by 

David M. Morens and all emails sent or received by him through his gmail account as part of his work at NIH. 

That email address was used to conduct agency business, according to a story published today in the Intercept, 

b.tJP.~.J /theintercept.corn/2023/06/2.9/covid-nih-personal-ernail-foia/ which explained that Morens and other 
agency officials relied on those emails when conducting NIH business. (Date Range for Record Search: From 

01/01/2017 To 06/29/2023)" 

Please advise, and have a great 4th of July! Thanks so much. 

Kara Citarella 
Policy/FOIA Analyst 
Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch/FOIA Service Center 

National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI), NIH 

GAP Solutions, Inc. 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

7/3/2023 6:09:11 PM 
Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C] [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6fd4e2d46879470db5e810fc76c92824-citarellakr] 

Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9ecfbb2ae42c41668cclf07d73e3525c-schofieldrl]; Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) 
[El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72a bfcbac8-j harper] 

RE: FOIA Requests #60136 and #60339 

Hi Kara, I have in the past used my gmail account to email the folks you mentioned. 

I stopped doing that some time ago, I am thinking it was about a year or year and a half ago 
when lwas informed that gmails could be foia'd and was asked me to not use gmail to contact 
Dr. Daszak specifically. If it's of any value, I could probably determine the exact date I stopped 
using gmail for this purpose, as I remember I was sitting in the opthalmology clinic in 
preparation for eye surgery at the time. 

I do not believe that these gmails were for government business, although that could be a 
matter of definition. They were mostly related to trying to help a long time personal friend, 
Dr. Peter Daszak, deal with death threats, stalking and other forms of harassment directed to 
him and his wife and daughter. He was going through a stressful time and reached out to me 
repeatedly. 

Thanks, 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 

_Bethesda,_ MD_ 20892-2520 ·-·-·-·-·-·-
! ! 
I b 6 rssistant: Ms. Sherri DePollar, depollars@nih.gov) 

i ! 
L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 



Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C] i b6 : 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 

Sent: Monday, July 3, 2023 1:43 PM 

To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [Eli b6 i .-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
Cc: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [Ef1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· r; Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 ~ 
Subject: FO IA Requests #60136 and tt"6b-33g-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Importance: High 

Dear Dr. Morens, 

We've received several FOIA requests asking for emails from your personal email/gmail account. I've attached both of 

those for you reference. Could you let me know if you use your personal gm ail account for what is requested in the 

attached FOIA requests and as quoted below? 

#60136 FOIA request is as follows: 

• "Any and all written or electronic communication between Senior Advisor David Morens one or more of the 

following individuals: Peter Daszak of the Eco Health Alliance, Kristian Andersen of Scripps, Robert Garry of 

Tulane, and/or Jeremy Farrar of the Well come Trust. This request seeks records produced between January 1, 

2020 and January 1, 2021." The amended version excludes news clips, mass mailings, SPAM, and Google alerts, 

as well as, "Also this official may have been using a personal account for official communications, so it may be 
useful to ensure that any official communications sent over personal accounts are included in your search." 

#60339 FOIA request is as follows: 

• "Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, I am requesting all documents created by 

David M. Morens and all emails sent or received by him through his gmail account as part of his work at NIH. 

That email address was used to conduct agency business, according to a story published today in the Intercept, 

b.tJP.~.J /theintercepLcorn/2023/06/2.9/covid-nih-personal-ernail-foia/ which explained that Morens and other 
agency officials relied on those emails when conducting NIH business. (Date Range for Record Search: From 

01/01/2017 To 06/29/2023)" 

Please advise, and have a great 4th of July! Thanks so much. 

Kara Citarella 

Policy/FOIA Analyst 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch/FOIA Service Center 
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI), NIH 



GAP Solutions, Inc. 
! i 

! b6 ; ! i 
! i 
! i 

i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 



Submit New Request 

To modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 

' ; 
! b6 ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·--q·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·.i 

NIA 
MuckRock News, DEPT MR145719 
263 HuntingtonAve 
Boston, MA 02115 

.--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. ; b6 ! i ! 
i ! 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Requester Default Category: Media 

or 
Institute or Center Name 
Request Type 
Requester Category 

Description 

Date Range for Record 
Search:From 
Date Range for Record 
Search:To 
Description Document 

NIAID 
FOIA 
Media 

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby request the fo llowing records: 

Any and all written or electronic communication between Senior Advisor David Morens one or 
more of the following individuals: Peter Daszak of the EcoHealth Alliance, Kristian Andersen of 
Scripps, Robert Garry of Tulane, and/or Jeremy Farrar of the Well come Trust. This request 
seeks records produced between January 1, 2020 and January 1, 2021 . 

I am a reporter for The Nation and other outlets. 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not 
being made for commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I wou ld be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in 
advance of fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail 
attachment if available or CD-ROM if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving 
your response to this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Sincerely, 

! b6 i 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Upload documents directly: 
https://accounts.muckrock.com/accounts/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.muckrock.com%2 
Faccounts%2Flogin%2F%3Fnext%3D%252Faccounts%252Fagency_login%252Fnational-instit 
ute-of-allergy-and-infectious-diseases-niaid-4241 %252Fmorens-scientist-comms-145719%252F 
%253Femai l%253Dfoia_noreply%252540nih.gov&url_auth_token=AABR_6MSRoL5KlhdNlhGr 
MpugFw%3A1pxO28%3AIJvWgHUuMr5N-lbLV1JrgA538ncp4ZWbnu13ifvD1CM 

01/01/2020 

01/01/2021 



Willing Amount 
Fee Waiver Requested 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 

No 
$25 
Yes 
I am a reporter for The Nation and other outlets. 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not 
being made for commercial purposes. 



Submit New Request 

To modify request details please update your requester profile or contact the our office for assistance. 

! ' 

! b6 1 
! i 
! i 
~ i 
~ i 
'·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
ProPublica 
155 6thAve 
NewYork NY 10013 

! ~ b6 I 
. ' 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Requester Default Category: Media 

or 
Institute or Center Name 
Request Type 
Requester Category 

Description 

Date Range for Record 
Search:From 
Date Range for Record 
Search:To 
Description Document 

Willing Amount 
Fee Waiver Requested 

Fee Waiver Request Reason 

Exped ite Reason 

NIAID 
FOIA 
Media 

am 
documents created by David M. Morens and all emails sent or by through his gmail 
account as part of his work at NIH. That email address was used to conduct agency business, 
according to a story publ ished today in the Intercept, 
https://theintercept.com/2023/06/29/covid-nih-personal-email-foia/ which explained that Morens 
and other agency officials relied on those emails when conducting NIH business. 

01/01/2017 

06/29/2023 

NIH FOIA David Morens.pdf 

$25 
Yes 
As a representative of the media I am on ly required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after 
the first 100 pgs. This information is being sought on behalf of ProPublica, an independent, 
non-profit news organization , for dissemination to the public 



From: 

Sent: 

Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN =6FD4E2 D468 794 70DB5E810FC76C9 2824-CIT ARELLAKRl 
7/5/2023 7:16:32 PM 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=12de367cc65c42879ea45d128710a383-dmorensl; Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El 
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

CC: 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Reci pi ents/ en =Obfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72a bfcbac8-j harper l 
Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =9ecfbb2ae42c41668cc 1f07 d73e3525c-schofi eld rll; Awwad, David 
(NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ en=Recip ients/ en =Oa5171ce4c4i;i.4110abfe,9aebfbdafbe 7-dawwadl 

Subject: RE: Search for Text Messages - FOIA Request #60346 ! _____ b6 ____ j 

Great, thanks so much! 

Kara Citarella 

Policy/FOIA Analyst 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch/FOIA Service Center 

National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI), NIH 
;-·-·-GA.e . .S..alutioos .. .lnc .. ________________________________ , 

! b6 ! 
i i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- i 

From: Mor ens, David (NI H/ NI Al D) [ E] ! _________________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 2:21 PM 
To: Citarella, Kara (NIH/NH LBI) [C] r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-ij-6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; Harper, J ii I (NI H/N IAI D) [E[~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J 

CF-;_.SchafieJd., __ 8.o.hin.!.N.IHlNJ::I\B I) [ E] C~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~L~~~~~~~~~=~~~~~~~~~j; Awwa d, David (NIH/NI Al D) [ E] 
<i b6 ! 
s~-i;f;~t;-·ii;-·s;;-~-~h--f~~-·T;;t-·Messages - FOIA Request #60346 r·-·-·-·bG-·-·-·-i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

Kara, just got help on this from David Awwad and it was a lot simpler than I imagined. 

I didn't get a single hit for any of those terms listed. Not surprised because I rarely use text for 
anything except with my NIAID colleague Jeff Taubenberger, and he doesn't do much work 
with COVID-19. 

Let me know if I should do anything further, TY, 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 



National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 

._B_ethe.,s_d.a,._MD.-20.8.92::25-2.0_._·_·-·-

b6 (assistant: Ms. Sherri DePollar, depollars@nih.gov) 

Disclaimer: Tbis message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) b6 
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 2: 10 ;-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El <:·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-fi-f·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 , 

Cc: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NH LB I) [El;.< ........................................... ~~············=•··~·~_-·-·, '--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Subject: RE : Search for Text Messages - FOIA Request #603461 b6 : 

Thanks, Jill! 

Kara Citarella 

Policy/FOIA Analyst 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch/FOIA Service Center 
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI), NIH 

GAP Solutions, Inc. 
i ! ; b6 ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i..·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 

~~ ~~ :peedr ~ ;i~ldti( ~ ~~~ !( D~ ~ !~ J3.-4.£M._·-·-fis-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i Ci ta re 11 a, Kara ( N I H/ NH LB I) [ C] r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· b 6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
Cc: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NH LB I) [ El <ri.~.~·~·~·~·~·~·~·~·~·~·~·~~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~.J L-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Subject: RE: Search for Text Messages - FOIA Request #60346 (Stieber) 

Ok, thanks, will do 



David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 

Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 

National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 

31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
____ B.e.the.sd.a .. MD-20892::2520 ______________ , 
' ' i i 

I b 6 I ssistant: Ms. Sherri DePollar, depoliars@nif1ogov) 

i i 
i i 

!.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Disdrumer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [E] b6 
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 

To: Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C]; b6 : 

i~c;-~_MP.E~D.?.,._Q_9J~~l_W!.tl/N.!~!.QJ_~ E] ~ ( ____________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__j ,:.~~-~~i~~-~~--Ro bin ( N I H /NH LB I) [ E] 

Subject: Re: Search for Te~t--M-;~sages - FOIA Request #60346 i b6 i 

David, 

You might check with David Awwad for assistance. 

Jill 

L-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

On Jul 5, 2023, at 1:27 PM, Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C] ~ b6 ~ wrote: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Dr. Morens, 



You might have to do the search manually for that timeframe, i.e. search for "coronavirus" and then read 
through for items containing "research". Does this help? 

Thanks so much. 

Kara Citarella 
Policy/FOIA Analyst 
Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch/FOIA Service Center 
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI), NIH 
.GAP _Solutions,. Inc. __________ ~ 

! b6 i 
i ! 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

From: Mo re n s, David (NI H/ NI Al D) [ Eli _________________________ b 6 ______________________ ___! 

Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 1: 2i.PJ\/I ______________________________________________ , 

To: Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C] i b6 i 
,J;_!;_~..S-~b9fl~_l_q,_.8.Qb.io._(N.l!:1/NHLBI) [E) b6 

1 

Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El 
! b6 ! '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
••-•-r• ........ ,... .. ..,..-..;; ..... ..., ... _..,.. .......... ...,,... •..... I 

Subject: RE: Search for Text Messages - FOIA Request #60346 (i b6 ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Kara, I wasn't even aware that you could search your texts like that, so not sure 
what to do or how to do it. I just went to my text on my phone and typed into the 
area that has the search symbol "research" AND "coronavirus", just like you 
typed it, but nothing happened, just a blank screen but it didn't say nothing found 
or anything like that. 

Am I doing it right? Let me know if there is a way I am not aware of, TY 

<~001.gl/r> 
David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·! 
i ! 

! b 6 lassistant: Ms. Sherri DePollar, depollars@nih.gov) 
i ! 

t·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Disclaim.er: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, 
PRIVILEGED, and/or CONF1DENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. 
All sensitive documents must be properly labded before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, 



or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify 
us immediately. 

<image002.jpg> 

From: Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C]l._,=,~,~·•=•·=~!.,~,-~,.~,."·~~--·J 
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 1:07 PM 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 ! 
! _____ c.~!._V-b.afi,;,.lrL.Rnbin_/..hllldl.l}JHLBI) [EJ°! b6 °!>;Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El 
; === b6 i •-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
' S~bj;ct: Search for T~~t Messages - FOIA Request #60346 r-·-·-bs·-·--i 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Good afternoon, Dr. Morens, 

We received a FOIA request for your text messages for the following information highlighted below and 

in the attached FOIA request. 

All text messages to and from you mentioning any of the following term combinations: 

("research" AND "coronavirus") OR ("Covid-19" AND "Wuhan") OR ("Covid-19" AND 

"China") OR ("research" AND "sars-cov-2") OR ("covid-19" 
and "origin") 

(Date Range for Record Search: From 01/01/2020 To 06/01/2021)" 

Please provide me with your search results when completed. Thanks so much! 

Kara Citarella 

Policy/FOIA Analyst 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch/FOIA Service Center 

National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI), NIH 

GAP Solutions, Inc. 
1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. ; b6 ! i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 



From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 

Sent: 9 / 21/ 2 o 2 3 8 : 3.1;.3_8.PM _______________________________________________________________________________ , 

To: 

Subject: 
David Morens! b6 i 
FW: search fo~Tei<rMes·sa·ge:s-:-rn1A-m:!cfue·scnw34r-·-·-·-·-1;-6-·-·-·-·-·1 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
i ! 

I b 6 ltant: Sherri DePollar) 

i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) rnuned above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] 
Se nt~.W..edn.e.s.day_J.ulv...5 _ _202_1 __ 1:3.6..EM. _________________________________ _ 

To:i b6 i 
l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- • 

Cc: Harper, Ji II ( N I H /N I Al D) [ E] L---·-·-·--·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·---·-·-,~~---·-·-···-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·J 
Subject: FW: Search for Text Messages - FOIA Request #60346: b6 i 

i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- • 

David, see email from Jill Harper. I am having to answer a foia re my texts on my phone but 
nothing is coming up, possibly because there is nothing there, but I need to be sure I am doing 
it correctly. Can you fill me in. TY, 



David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 

________ B.e.tbe"'>tfa. __ M.D-20892:·:2520 ________ , 
! i 

i b6 ! 
i F (assistant: Ms. Sherri De Pol la r, [~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
! i 
! i 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Disclaimer: 'This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El 

Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 ~:~-~--~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, ,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 
To: Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El <i b6 __ .! Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C] i b6 : 
C · S h t· Id R b · (NI H/ NH LB I) [El <!-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1,s·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

C. C O I e , 0 In '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·x,·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Subject: RE: Search for Text Messages - FOIA Request #60346i b6 j 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Ok, thanks, will do 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 



31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

I b 6 !(assistant: Ms. Sherri DePollar, depollars@lnih.gov) 

l _____________________________________ ! 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

' ; 

From: Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
' ' Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 1:~rPM-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

To: Cit a re Ila, Kara (NIH/NH LB I) [ C] [·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·iis-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~~J 

Cc: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El 
r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b·s-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-1 j ______________________________________________________ J 

; ___ Si:i"6fecf:-·mii":-·se-,fr"cnTorTexf Messages - FOIA Request #603461-·-·-·bs-·-·-·: 

David, 

You might check with David Awwad for assistance. 

Jill 

On Jul 5, 2023, at 1:27 PM, Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C] J b6 ! wrote: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 

Dr. Morens, 

You might have to do the search manually for that timeframe, i.e. search for "coronavirus" and then read 

through for items containing "research". Does this help? 

Thanks so much. 

Kara Citarella 

Policy/FOIA Analyst 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch/FOIA Service Center 

National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI), NIH 

~_GAP _Solutions,_lnc. ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
! i 

! b6 ; ! i 
! i 

l·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 



.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [Eli b6 i 
Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 1: 23 Ptvr-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j 
To: C ita re II a, Kara (NI H/ N H LB I) [ c;---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bii-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 

~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 
Cc: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El <i b6 1; Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- )·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
! b6 I 
L.-.7'.~:-.~:-.~:-.~7'.~:-.~:-.~:-.~~•.,.v.~:-.~:-.~:-.~:-.~:-.~:-.~:-.~:-.~-::·=7'.~:-.~:-.~:-·-· • 

Subject: RE: Search for Text Messages - FOIA Request #60346 j b6 ! 
l---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Kara, I wasn't even aware that you could search your texts like that, so not sure 
what to do or how to do it. I just went to my text on my phone and typed into the 
area that has the search symbol "research" AND "coronavirus", just like you 
typed it, but nothing happened, just a blank screen but it didn't say nothing found 
or anything like that. 

Am I doing it right? Let me know if there is a way I am not aware of, TY 

<~007.gll-> 
David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

I b 6 lssistant: Ms. Sherri DePollar, r···-·-·-·-·-·-bs···-·-·-·-·-·-·-\i 
i i -'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
l---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· • 

Disclaimer: Tbis message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, 
PRMLEGED, and/or CONF1DENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. 
All sensitive documents must be properly labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, 
or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify 
us immediately. 

<image002.jpg> 

From: Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C] <! b6 __i 

Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 1:07 PM 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 i 
Cc: Schofield, Robin (NIH/NHLBI) [El rnnnnn~b~G~nnnnn~)Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El 

~ b6 1 L ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·· 
S-u-bJect~--s~~-~-~h-f~-~--T~·;t·-M~'ssages - FOIA Request #60346 i b6 ! 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-•-•-' 

Good afternoon, Dr. Morens, 



We received a FOIA request for your text messages for the following information highlighted below and 

in the attached FOIA request. 

All text messages to and from you mentioning any of the following term combinations: 

("research" AND "coronavirus") OR ("Covid-19" AND "Wuhan") OR ("Covid-19" AND 
"China") OR ("research" AND "sars-cov-2") OR ("covid-19" 

and "origin") 

(Date Range for Record Search: From 01/01/2020 To 06/01/2021)" 

Please provide me with your search results when completed. Thanks so much! 

Kara Citarella 

Policy/FOIA Analyst 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch/FOIA Service Center 

National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI), NIH 
; __ .G.AP...Snl11tinns __ L□.c _________ ! 

; b6 ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
i ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 
7/31/2023 3:51:36 PM 
Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =0bfd6dfb8e48482fb49a5f72a bfcbac8-j harper] 
Re: Letter from SSCP 

I spoke to a lawyer from a firm called Debevoise on Friday, also one of his partners, was on the call, and they 
said they would get back to me today, after checking with their firm to see if they can get approval. I also have 
yet another name to contact if this doesn't work. Tara Ganapathy called me Friday off line 

From: Harper, Ji II ( N I H /N I Al D) [ EL·-···-·-·-···-·-·-·-·-·~?.-._·_·_·_·_· ___________ j 
Sent: Monday, July 31, 2023 11:07:47 AM 
To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI pJJE.l.L. _______________________ 1?_!!_ _________________ 

0 
________ ! 

Cc: Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [~ b6 ! 
Subject: RE: Letter from SSCP • 

Hi David - any news on this? 

Thanks 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] ! b6 i 
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 2:17 PM ' 

To: Ganapathy, Tara (HHS/OGC1 b6 : 
Cc: Lankford, David (NIH/ 0 D) [ E

1
f L~~~~~~~~~:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~f~~:~~~~~~~~~~~:~~~~~-·:.·:.·:J Ford, Keny9 __ ~:.1~-Q_~/_Q_§.~L{~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----·-·-·-·: Harper, 

Ji 11 ( N I H /N I Al D) [ E] c::::.:::~::~f :::::=.::J Haskins, Me Ii n d a (NI H/ N IA ID) [ EL__·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-r-·-·-·-·-
Su bj ect: RE: Letter from SSCP 

No, finding counsel seems not so easy. I have already spoken to I think 8 attorneys none of whom are able. I spoke on 

the phone to two different attorneys yesterday, and they said they would try to recommend some names within the 

next few days. I have a couple other names that I haven't contacted yet as well. 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda MD 20892-2520 r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~ -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 

I b 6 !herri DePollar) 

i i 
i i 
i i 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 



Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Ganapathy, Tara (HHS/OGC) b6 
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 1 

Cc: Lankford, DavidJNU:J./QQ).J_El.f ·-·-·-·-·~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· .. :.~~J Ford, Kenya S. (CDC/OGQ_____ b6 __ _!Harper, 
Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 ! Haskins, Melinda (NIH/NIAID) [El r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-jj"f·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·: 

L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
Subject: RE: Letter from SSCP 

Noted, thank you Dr. Morens. Also just to check, you currently do not have personal counsel? If you do, please let me 

know their contact as soon as you have a chance. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2023 11:34 

To: Ganapathy, Tara (HHS/OGC) <1 b6 j 
Cc: Lankford, David (NIH/OD) [ El <r·-·-···--·-·-···--·-·-···-·-fis·-·-·-·-·-···-·-···-·-·:·-·-·--i; Ford, Kenya S. ( CDC/OGC) ~--·-·-·-·-·-·b6-·-·-·-·-·-·~; Harper, 
Ji 11 ( N I H /N I Al D) [El r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6-·~-::.::.::.::.::.::.::.::.::f i=i~-~l~i~-~-;-M·~,i-~d-~-u~,-H /NI Al D) [El 1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6-------------r 

Subject: RE: Letter f rofn""Sscv·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·_! 

Thank you, Tara, I was unaware of this. Many of the statements made aren't correct, 

Also, I retired from the US PHS over a year ago. 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 

, _____ Bethe.s.da .. Mn.2.il8.92,-2520 

I b 6 ltant Sherri DePollar) 

i ! 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 



From: Ganapathy, Tara (HHS/OGC) b6 
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2023 11:03 AM 

To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El {___ ____________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ~ . ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·. 
Cc: Lankford, David (NIH/OD) [El <(·-·-·"·-"-·-·-···=·-·-·•=·--i:,s-·--·-·-···-·-'"·-·-·-·-·-·~~~~Tord, Kenya S. (CDC/OGC)i b6 i; Harper, 
Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El <f"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i>; Haskins, Melinda (NIH/NIAID) [El: b6 r-·-·' 

I r " I Subject: RE: Letter f rom-s·sc}>·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Dr. Morens, 

I wanted to pass along another letter we received - note it is not addressed to you, it is addressed to the Surgeon 

General's office, but because it centers on this issue we wanted to make sure you have a copy. Also, have you secured 

personal counsel? If or when you do, please let us know their contact, and we will direct any future materials to them. 

Thanks, 

Tara 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2023 6:44 PM 

To: Ganapathy, Tara (HHS/OGC) { b6 : ________ , ,-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
Cc: Lankford, David (NIH/OD) [Eli b6 : Ford, Keny~_s_ __ (CflC/OGCl...d.. _________ .h~, ~; Harper, 
Ji 11 ( N I H /N I Al D l [ E 1 r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1H~-;-kJ~·;·,--M~ii~~f~"t"Ni-H; NI Al D l [ E 1 ~ b 6 i-·-·-·-·-; 
Subject: Re: Letter fro-m-·sscp·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! t_ ____________________________________________________ J 

Thank you, t hat sounds like good news. david 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Jul 13, 2023, at 17:50, Ganapathy, Tara ( H HS/OGC) i ___________________________ ~~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i wrote: 

Dr. Morens, 

I wanted to relay a message we received from the Select Subcommittee in follow up to the note I 

conveyed earlier. They initiated outreach and informed us that as a courtesy, they will wait to receive 

outreach from you regarding this matter beyond their requested deadline of today. Of course, it's 

always possible they choose to reach out to you still, at any point, but we wanted to pass along this 

message. 

Thanks, 

Tara 

From: Ganapathy, Tara (HHS/OGC) 

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2023 12: 2 7,.PM·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-, 
To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El~ b6 ( Lankford, David (NIH/OD) [El 
! ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· b 6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-= 

'cc: Ford, Kenya S. (CDC/OGC) i '·-·-·-·b-6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1-iarper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El ~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 

Haskins, Me Ii nd a ( N I H /N I Al D) 'f Ef r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Subject: RE: Letter from SSCP '·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 



Thank you, David. Very good questions. We cannot advise you on what you should or shouldn't do, but 

can share how we view our role. Because the letter is directed to you, seeks files from only your 

personal accounts that the Department/NIH doesn't access in the ordinary course, and relates to alleged 

unauthorized activities, neither the Department nor NIH will be responding to the Select Subcommittee 

on your behalf. We are planning to inform the Select Subcommittee that they should direct their 
inquiries and follow-ups to you personally or your personal counsel. They appear to have your 

information based on the letter. We won't be making any representations on how you intend to 

respond because we aren't (and won't be) in a position to do so with respect to this inquiry. Once we do 

that you will likely receive a reach-out from them. As a general matter, in this inquiry it will be up to you 

(and any personal counsel you choose to use) to determine how to proceed. 

With respect to personal counsel - that is helpful to know for our own purposes. I'm not sure if Arnold & 

Porter (the firm representing Dr. Collins) intends to represent you pro bona, but if they do, I'd direct you 
to confer with HHS OGC Ethics to review and sign off on the receipt of pro bona legal services as a 

federal employee. 

As always, please feel free to reach out if we can provide further clarification, while keeping in mind that 

we cannot provide legal counsel on a personal level in connection with the substance of this particular 
matter. 

Thanks, 

Tara 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2023 11:59 AM 
To: Ganapathy, Tara (HHS/OGC) b6 i Lankford, David (NIH/OD) [El 

!_. -,~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~~-·.:-.~:--~:--~:-.~:-.. b6 ~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~':"-~ .. ,,,.,,. -.~:-.. L' • _. i , 
Cc: Fa rd, Kenya S. (CDC/ OG C) l_ ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6·-·-·-·-·-·-· ___ J Harper, Ji 11 ( N I H /NI Al D) [ EL_~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~--~--~-J 
Haskins, Me Ii nd a ( N I H /N I Al D) [ El["-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·; 

Subject: RE: Letter from SSCP 

Tara, thank you for getting back to me. I have been trying to learn from my 
colleagues here in NIAID who is supposed to be responding to the Subcommittee: 
they requested a reply by today. 

But since the Subcommittee's 29 June letter, while addressed to me, arrived I 
think from NIH OD, I have been counseled to NOT contact the Subcommittee 
directly until the response chain is decided here. 

I have spoken with an attorney and her law firm, who have represented Dr. 
Collins, and I believe they will agree to represent me. If they cannot then I have 
the names of others I will contact. 

If I interpret your meaning, you are planning to contact the Subcommittee and I 
should not do so on my own? If that's NOT the case please let me know so I can 
reply to them by later today. 



Also, the Subcommittee wants documents, some of which I don't have. Who 
finds those things? 

Thank you, 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 

___ Be_th.esda. .. M.D.2.0B92_~-2.52Q ___________ _ 
i ! 
i ! ; b6 ! 
i ! 

! j( a ssi sta nt: Ms. Sherri De Po I la r, [~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~] 
i ! 
i ! 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·• 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, 
PRMLEGED, and/or CONF1DENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. 
All sensitive documents must be properly labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, 
or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify 
us immediately. 

From: Ganapathy, Tara (HHS/OGC) <1 b6 __! 

Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2023 11:10 AM 

; _____ Tn.:_M.orens_.D..av.i.d.JNlli/NIAJD.UEJ,~ b6 :; Lankford, David (NIH/OD) [E] 
i b6 ! L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 

, Cc: Ford, Kenya S. (CDC/OGC) <·---·---·-· b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

Subject: RE: Letter from SSCP , ' 

David, 



I hope this email finds you well, and apologize for the circumstances of these communications. While we 

cannot provide legal counsel in connection with this, we did want to relay a note we received from the 

Select Subcommittee: 

"We haven't heard anything - from the Department or if Dr. Morens has procured private counsel. An 

update would be helpful." 

Because we are unable to act as intermediary for this inquiry (as we represent the Department), we will 

be directing the Select Subcommittee to either you or your personal counsel if you have secured one. 

Also, for our own information, it would be helpful to know if you have secured personal counsel. If you 

have questions please feel free to call me at the number in my signature line below. 

Thanks, 

Tara 

Tara P. Ganapathy 

Senior Oversight Counsel 

Department of Health and Human Services 

200 Independence Ave., SW 
. _Washington, _DC __ 20201 

! b6 ! 
i--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-.i 

Confidentiality Notice: This message (including any attachments) from the HHS Office of the 

General Counsel normally contains information that is PRIVILEGED and CONFIDENTIAL, and is for the 

sole use of the intended recipient(s). Use or distribution by an unintended recipient is prohibited. If 

you believe you received this message (and any attachments) in error, please do not read, copy, 

print, forward, or otherwise use or share the information; please permanently delete all copies of 

the email and attachments and notify the sender immediately. Your receipt of this message is not 
intended to waive any applicable privilege. This document may be exempt from disclosure under 

the Freedom of Information Act. 

i b6 ! 
From: Mo re n s, David (NI H/ NI Al D) [ E] i_·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-··-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·-·-} 

Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 5:54 PM 

To: Lankford, David (NIH/OD) [E] ! b6 : 
Cc: Ganapathy, Tara (HHS/OGC) ~------------ b6 _____________ I"Ford,-K~nya S. (CDC/OGC) 

r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-t:,-6-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 L---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-! 

L----... ..,..,.,. . .,. • ...,_~ ...,.."'"._.,;.,..,......,.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·' 

Subject: Re: Letter from SSCP 

OK, sorry i bothered you, i just got the idea that i was the only one who had no idea what was actually 

going on, since i sensed that there were lower bolgias i to which everyone had descended but me 

whatever, i wish us well. I have been a loyal nih employee for 25 years, a 

loyal army officer for 16 years before that, and a loyal cdc scientist for 6+ plus years before that 

In other words i am old enough to have seen it all, experienced it all, and will hopefully be fine 

My best to you and nih and all of us. david 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 



OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Jul 7, 2023, at 17:36, Lankford, David (NIH/OD) [E] b6 i 
'-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J 

wrote: 

Those are all good questions. Unfortunately we cannot advise you on them; those 
questions would more appropriately be directed to your personal counsel, should you 
choose to retain one. 

Regards, 

David W. Lankford 
NIH Legal Advisor 
Office of the General Counsel 

!_.Public_Health Division .. NI_H_Branch ·-·-·; 
! i 

! b6 ; ! i 
! i 
! i 
! i 
! i 
! i 
! i 

t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· ! 

This e-mail message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It 
may contain information that is protected, privileged, or confidential, and it should not be 
disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to rece ive such 
information. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or 
copying is strictly prohibited. If you think you have received this e-mai l message in error, 
please notify the sender immediately. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [ ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6 ______________________ j 
Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 11:36 AM 
To: Lankford, David (NI H/ 0 D) [ E] r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-bif-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-: 

Cc: Ganapathy, Tara (HHS/OGC)i b6 i; Ford, Kenya S. (CDC/OGC) 
r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-; l--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
i b6 i 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
Subject: RE: Letter from SSCP 

Thank you David, yes, I do understand that you are counsel for NIH 
and not for me, and I am considering obtaining counsel. 

To help me understand what the issues are for me, do you know, or 
know how I can find out, what I am or might be accused of in terms 
of whether I am accused of a crime, or a policy violation, or what. 

It is true that I did use my gmail, but not to conduct government 
business: rather it was to keep personal communications from and to 
scientist-friends OFF of my government email, since they were 
personal and not related to government business. The difference is 
significant, and I always believed I was doing what I was supposed to 
do based on the IT training we get every year. IF there is any specific 
law or policy I am accused of violating I need to know what that is. 



Thank you, 

<UH.a.fl-<!-001.gll-> 
David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

~--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~ 
! i 
! i 

I b 6 !(assistant: Ms. Sherri DePollar, 

! i 
! i 

L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l 

Disdaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient{s) named above. It may contain information that is 
PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not 
authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly labeled before dissemination via email. If you 
are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

<image002.jpg> 

From: Lankford, David (NI H/ 0 D) [ E] L__________________ ·-·-·-·-·-·?._~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- ·-·-·-·-·-·] 

Sent: Friday, July 7, 2 0 23 9: 14 AM._·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 
To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [~ b6 i 

Cc: Gana ath Tara (HHS/OGC) /-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·T! Ford Ken a S. (CDC/OGC) 
[:·-·-·-·-·-·-·i,~----·-·yJ ________ i L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·J' , y 

Subject: Letter from SSCP 

Dr. Morens -- I am following up on the attached letter addressed to you from the House 

Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, dated June 29, 2023. The letter 
cites documents that, in the Select Subcommittee's view, "suggest that you may have 

used your personal e-mail to avoid transparency and the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA), [and] potentially intentionally deleted federal records," among other things. The 

letter requests documents from your personal email and phone. 

We wanted to clarify the role of the HHS Office of the General Counsel (OGC) with 

respect to this inquiry. OGC is the sole, officially authorized and designated source of 

legal advice to the Department's operating and staff divisions. OGC's representation and 

advice only extends to the agency itself, and does not extend to individuals who are 

accused of engaging in unauthorized activities. Thus, OGC is unable to advise you or 

represent you in responding to this letter. It is at your option to secure private counsel 



should you wish to do so, though OGC cannot advise you on whether you should secure 

private counsel. 

As you proceed, please feel free to contact OGC with any questions, but keep in mind 

that OGC is counsel for the agency, and will accordingly not be providing you with any 

legal advice on a personal level. 

David W. Lankford 
NIH Legal Advisor 
Office of the General Counsel 
Public Health Division , NIH Branch 

This e-mail message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) named above. It 
may contain information that is protected, privileged, or confidential, and it should not be 
disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to rece ive such 
information. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or 
copying is strictly prohibited. If you think you have received this e-mail message in error, 
please notify the sender immediately. 



From: 
Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

David Morens I ______________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 
7/21/2023 5:04:18 PM 
Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Sachs and Reiman quoted again today 

. Da Vi d -· M • -·-Moren S .1. __ MD·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

b6 
IMPORTANT: My gmail frequently sends incoming messages to Trash, which 
is apparently not correctable. If you don't hear from me in a 
reasonable time, please try again, call, or use my NIH email address 

IMPORTANT: For us Government-related email, please also reply to my 
NIAID address 

~~~~ ~ - ~~~~ r F~:~~:~et_mes_saqe~~-- -.- - -~6- -.- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=~~J 
Date: Fri, Jul 1, 2022 at 9:36AM 
subject : Sachs an d,.-ReJman. __ ru1nt.ed __ .aa4 i n today ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
To: Roberts, Rich [_ _________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__i Hotez, Peter Jay l...,=~-~~~-t"~~==·~--l 
Cc: Gerald T Keusch ! b6 : Al eksei c-.hru.ur..a.. __________________________________ _ 
<chmu ra@ecohea l tha~_Li.ii□-~.::-o.Em:.::-.J5aii.:i."d Morens J b6 i 
Jeffrey st u r chi o <L. _________________ b._~----·-·-·-·-·-·-__i> "·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-

We've been fielding questions all week from a reporter at us Right to 
Know because they've FoIA'd another batch of emails. Here's an article 
today claiming that Ian Lipkin should have reported working with EHA 
as a 'conflict of Interest' for his Nature Medicine paper with 
Kristian Andersen et al. back in Feb 2020. 

Here's the link: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusrtk.org%2Fbiohazards-blog%2Fanti-lab
leak-virologist-ecohealth-alliance
partner%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdmorens%40niaid.nih.gov%7C3389c0e0a0a34e936cc608db8a0ca101%7C14b77578977342d585 
07251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C638255559103422813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWijoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQijoiV2luMziiL 
CJBTiI6IklhaWWiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZVLVQWDISVzdVWyNSgqP3tF12ClRCkcaIXbhOXRaTzk%3D&reserv 
ed=O 

You'll be irritated to see quotes from Jeff Sachs and David Relman. 
Everyone seems happy with the idea that somehow collaborating with 
EcoHealth Alliance means you have a conflict of interest in this world 
of fake COVID origin stories. 

The article is also utterly disingenuous in pretending it took a FoIA 
lawsuit to find out that Ian Lipkin collaborated with us. All it would 
have taken is a 5 second Google Search. 

Note also us Right to Know's motto: "Pursuing truth and transparency 
for public health". 



PURSUING TRUTH AND TRANSPARENCY FOR PUBLIC HEALTH 

Virologist who tried to discredit the lab leak theory was once a 
'partner' to EcoHealth Alliance 

PrintEmailshareTweet 

Posted on July 1, 2022 by Emily Kopp 

Columbia university virologist Ian Lipkin has coauthored several 
articles with EcoHealth Alliance since 2011. (Photo credit: kris krug) 

A virologist who coauthored a paper marginalizing the lab leak theory 
did not disclose his ties to the research group at the center of it. 

Director of Columbia University's Center for Infection and Immunity 
Ian Lipkin has often worked with EcoHeal th Alliance, a u,s.-based 
collaborator of the Wuhan Institute of Virology , the group confirmed 
in an email. 

EcoHealth Alliance listed Lipkin as a hpartner" from 2012 to 2014, an 
archived version of the group's website shows. Lipkin has coauthored 
at least ten scientific papers with EcoHealth researchers from 2011 to 
2021, EcoHealth Alliance President Peter Daszak said in an email. 
These publications include a paper about novel coronaviruses EcoHealth 
and its partners sampled around the world . 

EcoHealth Alliance hunts for novel viruses in wildlife and funds 
research at the Wuhan Institute of Virology. 

Lipkin did not disclose his partnership with EcoHealth in "The 
proximal origin of SARS-CoV- 2, " a highly influential paper that states 
that COVID-19 arose fro1n nature. 

A central premise of that paper: COVID-19 is too dissimilar from 
viruses commonly employed in experiments to have spilled out of a lab. 

"It is improbable that SARS-CoV-2 emerged through laboratory 
manipulation of a related SARS -cov-like coronavirus , " the paper 
states. ''The genetic data irrefutably show that SARS-CoV- 2 is not 
derived from any previously used virus backbone. " 

But Lipkin did not disclose his connection to a nonprofit that 
uncover s new and novel viruses. some of those viruses were l ikely 
studied at its partnering lab in Wuhan, which housed one of the 
world's largest col l ection of bat coronaviruses. 

Lipkin did not return several requests for comment. 

At 5. 7 mi 11 ion views, the Nature Medicine article may be one of the 
most widely read scientific papers in history - though the piece is 
formally a "correspondence." 

David Relman, a Stanford University microbiologist and emerging 
infectious diseases expert for the National Academies, said confl icts 
of interest are especially troublesome when writing on high profile 
issues. 

"For any major, controversial issue, I believe that all of us have an 
even greater responsibility to reveal those conflicts upfront- and let 
others have an opportunity to judge what effect those conflicts might 
have had," said Relman. 

Relman also called into question the logic of the paper's premise , The 
Wuhan Institute of Virology may have simply been experimenting with 
unfamiliar viruses. The disappearance of the lab's coronavirus 
sequence database ih 2019 and the lab's history of gain - of- function 
experiments also weaken the claims of Lipkin and his coauthors, Relman 
said. 

"The Proximal Origins paper is flawed in its assumptions, logic and 
the soundness of its conclusions. I was very surprised that it passed 
review at Nature Medicine," he said . 

Columbia University center for sustainable Development Director 
Jeffrey Sachs - chair of The Lancet COVID -19 commission - said the 
citation the authors used to prop Up the paper's premise deserves more 
scrutiny . 



"The Proximal Origins paper has no credibility," Sachs wrote in an 
email . "The paper's central claim - that SARS-CoV-2 is not related to 
viruses previously reported in l aboratory research - offers as proof a 
footnote to a 2014 paper!" 

"It ludicrously claims to debunk a 2019 lab emergence using a 2014 
paper," he continued. "The paper offers no real evidence whatsoever 
against the possible l ab origin of the virus, even though it claimed 
to do so. " 

Li pkin himself has since acknowledged the possibility that the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology was experimenting w1th unknown viruses, 
contradicting the popular paper he coauthored. 

"If they've got hundreds of bat sampl es that are coming in, and some 
of them aren't characterized, how would they know whether this virus 
was or wasn't in this lab? They wouldn't," Lipkin said in an interview 
with the Washington Post l ast year. 

But Lipkin has not disclosed his work with EcoHealth to reporters . 

Nature Medicine, the journal that published the paper, defines a 
''competing interest" requiring disclosure as including "personal or 
professional relations with organizations and individuals" - paid or 
unpaid. A spokesperson for parent company Springer Natu re did not 
respond to a request for comment by press time. 

Lipkin's connection to a group at the center of lab l eak suspicions is 
the l atest revelation to cast doubt on the correspondence. 

Si gnificant questions remain. It's still unclear how the authors 
di spelled their own private concerns that the virus had been 
engineered within a couple of days. 

For example, Lipkin privately voiced concerns to his coauthors about a 
"nightmare of ci rcumstanti a 7 evidence" pointing to the Wuhan Institute 
of Virol ogy, Vanity Fair reported. 

rt's also unknown to what extent leaders of the National Institutes of 
Health, which funded the EcoHealth Alliance, may have shaped the 
paper . 

Grant r eports that l ed a reporter to the defunct link showing Lipkin's 
partner ship with EcoHealth All iance were obtained through a Freedom of 
Information Act request to the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. 

Biohazards, Biohazards Blog Anthony Fauci, David Relman, EcoHealth 
Alliance, Ian Lipkin, Jeff Sachs, Kristian Andersen, Peter Daszak , 
proximal origin, Robert Garry, The Lancet's COVID commission, 
Virologist, Wuhan Institute of Virology 
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cheers, 

Peter 



Peter Daszak 

President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

520 Eighth Avenue, suite 1200 

New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 
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EcoHealth Alliance develops science-based solutions to prevent 
pandemics and promote conservation 

From: Roberts Rich i b6 i ' '-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· sent: Thursday, J une,._30 ____ 20.2.2 ___ 1_1.,.21_; AM 
To: Hotez, Peter Ja~ b6 ~; Peter Daszak 

l. ,.c.c.:.. ___ Ger..al.d_T._Keb:s.dJ.._:J_ ______________ b..\L. __ ~.~~~]; Al e ks e i (-.b"'-'.L"-"-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·7 
! b6~------~_avi d Morens : b6 ! '-j-ef fre-i-·s·1:u-rcfiTo-· L. ____________________ b6 _________ ·-·-·-·-·-·-·1 ; ___________________________________________________ J 

subject: RE: Jeff Sachs' comments RE: COVID-19 Commission: Need 
approval of minor edits after first peer review 

what a joke - he should be locked up 

Richard J. Roberts 

New England Biolabs 

240 county Road 

Ipswich, MA 01938-2723 

USA 

From: Hotez, Peter Jay! b6 ] 
sent: Thursday, June 3t.r,-·--zuzr·ro-:-su-"AM"·" 

c:!~~~;;~~;:;;~i~~;.:;.:.'..'..'..'..'..:;~;.'.~_::f ~~~~; ~m~;~:~~~~:~:~~~~~~~~=:-~~~~~:::::: 
subject: Re: Jeff Sachs' comments RE: COVID-19 Commission: Need 
approval of minor edits after first peer review 



EXTERNAL SENDER 

Looks like Joe Rogan has gone full down the rabbit hole 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fskmorefield%2Fstatus%2F15 
42497337171496961%3Fs%3D21%26t%3D6w48UFQHdjizswS_RXhHfQ&data=05%7C01%7Cdmorens%40niaid.nih.gov%7C3389cOeO 
aOa34e936cc608db8aOca101%7C14b77578977342d58507251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C638255559103422813%7CUnknown%7CTWFp 
bGZsb3d8eyJWijoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQijoiV2luMziiLCJBTiI6IklhaWWiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D9dpl9Md 
SS%2Bbi1GhR7eSGrsNsV'/o2FgxgcDdVqxlJZEKq4%3D&reserved=O 

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, DSC (hon), FASTMH, FAAP 

Dean, National school of Tropical Medicine 
Professor, Departments of Pediatrics, Molecular Virology & Microbiology 
Health Policy scholar 

Baylor college of Medicine 

Texas children's Hospital Endowed chair of Tropical Pediatrics 
co-Director, Texas children's Hospital Center for Vaccine Development 

University Professor, Baylor University 

Faculty Fellow, Hagler Institute for Advanced Study 

Senior Fellow, Scowcroft Institute of International Affairs 

Texas A&M University 

Baker Institute Fellow in Disease & Poverty and Adjunct Professor of 
Bioengineering, Rice University 

Adjunct Professor, University of Texas, school of Public Health 

Donate to our COVID-19 Vaccine Development 

I-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-
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E- mail:! b6 Twitter:! 

Skype: J. 
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Linkediri 
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Amazon Author Center: 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FPeter-J.
Hotez%2Fe%2FB001HPIC48&data=05%7C01%7Cdmorens%40niaid.nih.gov%7C3389cOeOaOa34e936cc608db8aOca101%7C14b775 
78977342d58507251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C638255559103422813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWijoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQI 
joiV2luMziiLCJBTiI6IklhaWWiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gd9%2BTTzvJKohAtqxLQH%2BVHuud9UL2sCNosZON 
565GX8%3D&reserved=O 

Daily Beast Contributor 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thedailybeast.com%2Fauthor%2Fpeter-
j
hotez&data=05%7C01%7Cdmorens%40niaid.nih.gov%7C3389c0e0a0a34e936cc608db8a0ca101%7C14b77578977342d58507251 
ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C638255559103422813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWijoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQijoiV2luMziiLCJBTi 
I6IklhawwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g5cZoYOpnH2N0%2BDf%2F2GL6M2czgI7zjceVb32CgroaTw%3D&reserve 
d=O 

Like us on Facebook 
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook .com%2FBCMNationalschoolOfT 
ropicalMedicine%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdmorens%40niaid.nih.gov%7C3389cOeOaOa34e936cc608db8aOca101%7C14b7757897 
7342d58507251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C638255559103422813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWijoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQijoiV 
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i Phone 

On Jun 28, 2022, at 10:54 AM, Peter Daszak r·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·b6·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·l wrote: 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 

Richard Horton already made a false statement about me to the House of 
Commons - saying that it took him a year to get me to fully disclose 
my conflicts of interests for the Lancet 'Statement of support' we 
wrote in Feb 2020. He referred to me as "that individual". 
De-humanizing and dishonest. so I doubt he'll intervene, but worth a 
shot. 

By the way - here's today's gloating article by the "white Coat Waste" 
celebrating Republican congressional member Reschenthaler (PA) who has 
been doggedly pursuing our defunding for the last 2 years. The 
amendments do not actually make any iota of difference of course - No 
funds from DoD ever went to Wuhan either directly or through 
EcoHealth. But it does the job of painting us as an organization that 
should be attacked. Just as Sachs' Lancet Commission report will now 
do. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblog.whitecoatwaste.org%2F2022%2F06%2F2 
4%2Fprogress-congress-defunds-wuhan-animal-lab-ecohealth
alliance%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdmorens%40niaid.nih.gov%7C3389c0e0a0a34e936cc608db8a0ca101%7C14b77578977342d58 
507251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C638255559103422813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWijoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQijoiV2luMzii 
LCJBTiI6IklhaWWiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rTtTX%2FCRbqvdLkaifufcllrLzSyF9hhsGboID1MUrI8%3D&res 
erved=O 

PROGRESS! CONGRESS DEFUNDS WUHAN ANIMAL LAB, ECOHEALTH ALLIANCE 

POSTED BY AMANDA NIEVES 

24 JUNE 2022 I BLOG 

Ever since White Coat Waste Project (WCW) first exposed that dangerous 
coronavir us experiments on animals at the Wuhan Instit ute of Virology 
(WIV) were funded by U.S. taxpayers, the idea that the coronavirus 
accidentally leaked from the lab and caused the COVID pandemic has 
gained international traction. Even the World Health Organization 
(WHO) - which once dismissed the theory - now says that the lab leak 
hypothesis deserves "further investigation." 

Congress recognizes the threat posed by funding risky animal 
experiments at the notorious Wuhan lab, too. on Wednesday, June 22, 
the powerful House Appropriations Committee, which sets the budget for 
federal agencies, approved a White Coat Waste Project - endorsed 
amendment from Rep. Guy Reschenthaler (R-PA), banning any Department 
of Defense (DOD) funds from being spent at the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology. The DOD, along with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
and State Department, funded dangerous animal experiments at the Wuhan 
lab. 



The committee also approved a second wcw-backed amendment from Rep. 
Reschenthaler, barring the DOD, for the second year in a row, from 
funding any work in china performed by the white coats at shady 
nonprofit EcoHealth Alliance, which funneled tax dollars to the Wuhan 
lab. A majority of Americans, as well as the FBI and other experts, 
believe their gain-of-function experiments on animals could have 
caused the pandemic. 

Rep. Reschenthaler, a Waste Warrior, has been a long-time ally of wcw, 
recently penning a joint op-ed in Newsweek with our founder and 
president Anthony Bellotti about our work together to investigate the 
lab leak hypothesis and hold government bureaucrats accountable. 

The bill will soon head to the House for a vote, then the Senate. As 
it progresses, we will keep you posted; in the meantime, thank you to 
Rep. Reschenthaler, and other members of the Appropriations Committee, 
for protecting taxpayers, animals and public health! 

cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 

President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

520 Eighth Avenue, suite 1200 

New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 
. . 

Tel.: : b6 : i ; 
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Website: 
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1%7Cdmorens%40niaid.nih.gov%7C3389c0e0a0a34e936cc608db8a0ca101%7C14b77578977342d58507251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7CO 
%7C638255559103422813%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWijoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQijoiV2luMziiLCJBTiI6IklhawwiLCJXVCI 
6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Atw8DfJE6EXgOgQINQ%2FpPPWllF5WLTTX4Vk%2FajWJYr4%3D&reserved=O 

Twitter: @PeterDaszak 

EcoHealth Alliance develops science-based solutions to prevent 
pandemics and promote conservation 

From: Hotez, Peter Jay t_ _______________ ~E! ______________ __i 
sent: Tuesday, J Ut"'---2JL __ J.112.2 __ _1_1._,,1,1 __ .AM ________________________ i 

To: Peter Daszak ! !·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-hA·-·-·! : 

Cc: Ge ra 1 d T Keusch: b6 r·-ATeEe·:r-·-c::nmu ra 
i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·- i 



!L·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-b6 ·-· : • d ! b6 : ~-----~· ___ Dav1 -~Morens --;_ ______________ ,____ _ __________ ! ___ . 

Jeffrey Sturchio L_ ___________________ ~~----·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-__i Rich Roberts i b6 i 
subject: Re: Jeff Sachs' comments RE: COVID - 19 Commi's-::,-·ro-rr~·-·1,11~ea-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-' 
approval of minor edits after first peer review 

It's beyond disgusting, hopefully Richard Horton intervenes 

Peter Hotez, MD, PhD, DSC (hon), FASTMH, FAAP 

Dean, National school of Tropical Medicine 
Professor, Departments of Pediatrics, Molecular Virology & Microbiology 
Health Policy scholar 

Baylor college of Medicine 

Texas children's Hospital Endowed chair of Tropical Pediatrics 
co - Director, Texas children's Hospital Center for Vaccine Development 

University Professor, Baylor University 

Faculty Fellow, Hagler Institute for Advanced Study 

Senior Fellow, Scowcroft Institute of International Affairs 

Texas A&M University 

Baker Institute Fellow in Disease & Poverty and Adjunct Professor of 
Bioengineering, Rice University 

Adjunct Professor, University of Texas, school of Public Health 

Donate to our COVID-19 Vaccine Development 

E-mail : i ! 
Twitteri b 6 ! ! i 

Skype: j ! 
! i 

Li n ked i L _____________________________ i 

Amazon Author Center: 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and are confident the content is safe. 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [E] [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/CN =RE Cl Pl ENTS/CN = 12DE36 7CC65C42879EA45 D128710A383-DMO RENS] 
9 / 21; 2 o 2 3 s : oa;.46_PM. ________________________________________________________________________________ , 

David M ore n s i·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· b 6 -·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 
FW: Request for Text Message Search - Fauci, Auchincloss and Morens (FOIA Request #23-IN-00062) 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, United States Public Health Service (ret.) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes of Health 
Building 31, Room 7 A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 

1·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· . 

I b 6 ltant Sherri DePollar) 

i ! 

t-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· i 

Disclaimer: This message is intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) rnuned above. It may contain information that is PROTECTED, PRIVILEGED, and/or 
CONFIDENTIAL, and it should not be disseminated, distributed, or copied to persons not authorized to receive such information. All sensitive documents must be properly 
labeled before dissemination via email. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please erase all copies of the message and its attachments and notify us immediately. 

From: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [( _____________________ b6 ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-___i 
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 7:52 AM 
To: Morens, David (NI H/N IAI D) [El r-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·bs-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-i 

Subject: RE: Request for Text Message Search - Fauci, Auchincloss and Morens (FOIA Request #23-IN-00062) 

Thank you. 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El b6 
Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 8: 

To: Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El 1 b6 t 
Cc: Harper, Jill (NIH/NIAID) [El 4._~~~~~-' 
Subject: Re: Request for Text Message Search - Fauci, Auchincloss and Morens (FOIA Request #23-IN-00062) 

sharon 



a text search turns up no hits on zhou or yusen. Never heard of this person. 

Very strange. d 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Sep 19, 2023, at 08:52, Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [El 4 b6 r wrote: 
L--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 

David. Would you please check your phone for text messages re the below request. 

Thank you, 

Sharon 

From: Citarella, Kara (NIH/NHLBI) [C] b6 
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2023 3:34 PM 

To: Harper, Ji 11 (NI H/N IAI D) [ El i___ _______________ ,----~l? _______________________ j___ ________________________________ _ 

Cc: ,M~_r:ib_~_i_r:!11 _ _1Yl~_r_l~t)_!1_~_1N_1_1::!( NH LB I) [El i _______________________________ ~~---·-·,::::::::::::::::::::::J?.:~-~!i~}.9.!._~_? bin (NI H/ N H LB I) 

[El j b6 ~; Gilles, Sharon (NIH/NIAID) [ElL._·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-~-~---·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·j 
Sul:>Ject:·"RecfuesfTcfrTe-xfMe"ssage Search - Fauci, Auchincloss and Morens (FOIA Request #23-IN-00062) 

Good afternoon, Jill, 

I am emailing you to request you have someone search for the following: Text messages 

to/from Dr. Anthony Fauci, to/from Dr. Hugh Auchincloss OR to/from Dr. David Morens for the 
attached FOIA request and as referenced below: 

"Any written or electronic communications, including email attachments and text 

messages, sent or received by Anthony Fauci, Francis Collins, Lawrence Tabak, David 
Morens, and/or Hugh Auchicloss that reference Yusen Zhou, also known as Zhou Yusen, 
who was a decorated Chinese scientist affiliated with the People's Liberation Army, the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology, and other Chinese biomedical and research institutions. 
You can read more about Zhou here: https:j /nyposLcom/202.1/06/04/chlnese-scientlst
fl led-cov!d-vacci ne-pate nt-after-contagion-e merged-report/" 

The key words are "Yusen Zhou" OR "Zhou Yusen". 

The timeframe is January 1, 2020 through August 1, 2023. 

I've attached your permission for the CIT search and a copy of the FOIA request. 

Thanks so much, and have a great weekend! 

Kara Citarella 

Policy/FOIA Analyst 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Branch/FOIA Service Center 

National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI), NIH 

GAP Solutions, Inc. 

[ b6 i 
i-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
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From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

r•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•1 

! b6 ! 
i.·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-·.-•---·i 

5/22/2024 4:58:46 PM 
Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

[EXTERNAL] Request for Comment 

Hi Dr. Morens, 

Good afternoon. Do you have a comment about admitting to delete emails before they could be obtained by 
FOIA requesters and others? 

, ___ Thank _yo uL---·-·-·-·-·-·-·, 

! b6 ! 
' ' 
!.-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·i 



From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

.-•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· 
' ' 

Rebecca Heilweili b6 i 
5/22/2024 8:01: ~4-PM·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-; 

Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Adm inistrative Group 

(FYDI BO HF 23SPDL T)/ cn=Recip ients/ en =12de367 cc65c42879ea45d 128710a383-d morens] 

[EXTERNAL] Comment on email discussing FOIA 

§:~:='.ti 

___ I 
David Tvforens 1 =•=.,..-=--1 

Hi David, 

My name is Rebecca and I'm a reporter at FedScoop, which covers 
government technology. I'm reaching out request a comment on emails 
attributed to you which came up in Congress today. Specifically, they 
describe methods of circumventing FOIA to avoid sharing emails that are 
requested. Are you able to provide a comment on this? 

Best, 
Rebecca 

No thanks.,. 

Reply 

C n s 1.1 b,crib,: I 

Thi,, email was intended for fkvid tvlorens Advisor to tile Director at Natiunai hsUme 
Lcaxn wh v we indu,kd this. of j 1 . . 1·}· an( - _ n.tect10JJ.S __ ISCJ.BCS 
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