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PART I. -- INFORMATION RELEASED
The NRC has made some, or all, of the requested records publicly available through one or more of the following means: 
(1) https://www.nrc.gov; (2) public ADAMS, https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html;  (3) microfiche available in the NRC Public 
Document Room; or FOIA Online, https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.

Agency records subject to the request are enclosed.
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See Part I.D -- Comments.
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You will be billed by NRC for the amount indicated.

You will receive a refund for the amount indicated.

Fees waived.

Since the minimum fee threshold was not met, 
you will not be charged fees.
Due to our delayed response, you will not be 
charged search and/or duplication fees that 
would otherwise be applicable to your request.

PART I.B -- INFORMATION NOT LOCATED OR WITHHELD FROM DISCLOSURE

We did not locate any agency records responsive to your request. Note: Agencies may treat three discrete categories of law 
enforcement and national security records as not subject to the FOIA ("exclusions").  See 5 U.S.C. 552(c). This is a standard 
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We have withheld certain information pursuant to the FOIA exemptions described, and for the reasons stated, in Part II.
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submit an appeal by e-mail to FOIA.resource@nrc.gov. You may fax an appeal to (301) 415-5130.  Or you may submit an appeal 
through FOIA Online, https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Please be sure to include on your submission that it 
is a “FOIA Appeal.”

PART I.C -- REFERENCES AND POINTS OF CONTACT

You have the right to seek assistance from the NRC's FOIA Public Liaison by submitting your inquiry at https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/
foia/contact-foia.html, or by calling the FOIA Public Liaison at (301) 415-1276. 
  
If we have denied your request, you have the right to seek dispute resolution services from the NRC's Public Liaison or the Office of 
Government Information Services (OGIS).  To seek dispute resolution services from OGIS, you may e-mail OGIS at ogis@nara.gov, send 
a fax to (202) 741-5789, or send a letter to: Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 
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This is the best available copy. 
 
 
ADAMS Properties ML20214M981 
(Response to Commissioner Bradford 780504 request for info on reported nuclear accident in Soviet Union in late 1950s. 
Discusses possible occurrence of nuclear waste explosion. CIA repts,WK Benson 770209 memo & DD Myers 781927, 
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. INFORMATION REPORT
.

For: The Commissioners

From: James R. Shea, Director / \'
Office of International Programs Qp

Thru : 1.ee V. Gossick, Executive Director for Operations

Subject: INFORMATION ON NUCLEAR ACCIDENT IN U.S.S.R. IN LATE 1950's

Pur:ose: To respond to Commissioner Bradford's request of May 4 for
information on the reported nuclear accident in the Soviet
Union in the late 1950's and to provide whatever information
is available on an unclassified basis within the USG regarding
this incident.

Discussion: In accroving SECY 78-11, " Exchange of Visits witn the U.S.S.R.
on Nuclear Safety," Commissioner Bradford cenrented, 'I would
be interested in any.t.ing we might learn regarding recent
reports of a major ar.ioactive explosion or exposure in the
Soviet Union in the late 1950's." The U.S. team, during its
meatings in the U.S.S.R., asked about these reports on several
occasions, showing tha Soviets a copy of the New York Times
article on this subject. In each case, the Soviet officials,

including the host for the visit, L. M. Voronin, answered that
they knew nothing of such incidents and that their agencies
had no resoonsibilities for activities other than peaceful
nuclear power plants, which were never involved in any such
incidents. Later, after the return of the U.S. team, IP con-
tacted Mr. W. K. Benson, Division of International Security
Affairs, Department of Energy, and requested information on
this matter. In response, he has sent NRC the following items:
A memo by Censon dated February 9,1977, "Coments on a Nuclear
Accident in the Soviet Unien" (Enclosure 1); a letter to Rep.
Morris K. Udall from DOE Under Secretary Dale Myers dated
January 27, 1978, describing the subject accident (Enclosurc 2);
and a set of CIA reports, made p'ublic in November 1977 under an-

FOIA request, which describe a nuclear accident that occurred
in the Ural Mountains area of the U..S.S.R. in the late 1950's
(Enclosure 3). In general,. Mr. Sensen summarized the CIA reports
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as not revealing any new information except that people in
the Soviet Union were injured by a nuclear accident there in,
the late 1950's. He stated that the original Washington Post
article was inaccurate and the recent Esquire article contained
some facts interspersed with a lot of speculation.

At present, DOE cannot confirm that there-was a waste accident.
The DOE waste handling people believe there was a nuclear
accident but not a waste explosion. . They feel the~latter
could not have happened; this is reflected in the Myers-Udall
letter.

Gv>> < . n en s ',.

- -M h
JM'es R. Shea, Director
Mfice of International Programs*

Enclosures:
1. Memo from Benson to Cannon

dated 2/9/77
2. Letter from Under Secretary

Myers to Rep. Udall dated
1/27/78

3. List of CIA reports
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MEMO FROM BENSON TO CANNON DATED 2/9/77
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COM,5is ON A t(UCLEAR ACCIDENT IN TdE 50'ItET UNIO!(
.

The follcwing infonation is provided relative to the-nuclear accident
in the Soviat Union fint nported last fall by Zhores tiedvedev. .

Background _,

Zhores Hedveday, a Soviet refuges biochemist and geneticist now living
in England. re::orted that for many years, atomic reactor waste had
been buried in a desertad area a few dozen miles from the tcun of
BlagcVeshensk in the Ural Mountains. In 1958, the waste overheated

' within the shallcw burial facility and erupted "like a violent volcano."
Streng winds blw the resulting radioactive clouds hundreds of miles
away, and no one was evacuated fr0m the affected area until after
:t-wt=s of radiation sickness were evident. The incident resultedin the deaths of hundreds of peopla, and thcusands suffered from
radiatien sickness.

f
. .
cetreents --

FItDA has no information relating to Soviet atcmic energy activities
oc installations near the town of Blascveshensk, which is to the west
of the Ural Mountain renga. .Scee oil stimulation activity (PHES) took
place sca 250-300 lea to the south, but this activity did not begin
until the mid 1950's.
It is'possible Hedvedev is not certain of the location. He never
statsd that he had personally been in the area. Disastars in the
Scytet Union do not receive the extensive, factual publicity given-

to them in the h'est. Additionally, because of the extrm secrecy
surr::unding the military atomic energy program, we would expect little
om can r:rors concerning a reador acetdent that might have occurmd.
In feet, there were several rtror-like reporcs of a nuclear accidenr
.in the Urals area in the mid-to-late 1950's; all were very vague as
to catails or specifics.
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An examole of such a report ccmes freni a Soviet' refugee in Germany in
1963. He heard that in the spring of ~1959, a lare.,e accidental a*wmic
e;tplosion occurred in Chelyabinsk Province. Many were kiilad; many
others received overdoses of radiation and were evacuated. Victims
wre given periodic medical examinations. .Some time later,. he met a -

b-uaan who had been affected by the radiation; she had red, aczema-like .-
=arkings on her face. He was never in the area himself.

In bilateral talks. the Soviets have been very reluctant to discuss
details of high-level radioactive waste .storega or disposal except in
the ::ost generai tan::s. l.ocations have never been specified, nor was
there ever any mentien of an accident such as described by Medvadev.
Maste dispcsal discussions have centered on low level waste, including
visits to such facilities at nuclear power plants and reactor research
centers. Uc visits to reprecassing plants have occurred, probably
because rest of them are also used in the weapons progrs::, which is
surtcunded with excreme secrecy.

.

Data
.

The : hove information is essentially what has been supplied in response
to an 7.0.I. request for infort:ation that EP.DA cight hold relative *w
the Hedvedov article.

./ j
b / &&r
L K. Bensen
Office of the Assistant Director

for Intelligance

0! vision of International
S6curity Affairs
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ENCLOSURE 2

LETTER FROM UNDER SECRETARY MYERS

TO REP. UDALL DATED 1/27/78
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Department of Energy
Washington, D.C. 20585

January 27, 1978
,

.

.

The Honorable Morris K. Udall, Chairman -

Committee on Interior and Insular' Affairs
House of Representatives -

,

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your letter of December 19,1977, to Secretary
Schlesinger in which you called his attention to CIA reports, recently
made public, which described an unspecified nuclear accident that cccurred
in the Ural Mountains region of the Soviet Union in the late 1950's.
On the possible assumption that the accident derived from the misman-
agement of radioactive waste, you requested information on that accident,
its waste management implication and a comparative. assessment of USSR
and United States waste management practices of the late 1950's. We

.

are pleased to discuss this subject with you.
.

We have the CIA reports that you cited and would be pleased to provide
you with copies of them. The accident reported in those documents had
been known to us for sometime prior to its public release and the reports i
themselves carefully reviewed,

iThere is nothing in those CIA reports which either identifies or rules out
.

any number of possible causes for the widespread radioactive contamination
reported. There is no basis whatsoever to conclude from the cited CIA
reports that the accident could have been caused by the mismanagement
of radioactive wastes. As a matter of related interest, in conducting
safety analyses of our radioactive waste management practices, we have *

been unable to conceive of a credible accident caused by the explosion of
radioactive wastes.-

I

We have no concrete information on Soviet radioactive waste management
practices of the late 1950's. We would assume, however, that their waste
management practices then were generally similar to ours, to the extent
that they used shallow 1and burial for low-level radioactive waste and

,

modern steel tankage for the storage of high-level liquid radioactive waste.
-

+

.

.
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The Honorable Morris Udall 2-" " ~ --

.

.

If.we can be of further assistance, please let us know.

Sincerely,
-

,,
'

fI )u ,
-

. Os & >y?* 't i. * -

_,

Dale D. ftyer.s .
,.

-
' Under Secreta'ry

.
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The Honor ab 1 e Merri s Uda 11 . - 2 -

If we can b of further assistance, please let us know. 

Sincerely, 

{ :. r1 ,,:: 
/:!;_,:.,;_ ¼) ;_£,.r--> 

_ ·Dale D. Myer.s_ 
Under Secretary 
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Enclosures to letter dated 11 Nov 1977 to RBP,
P.O. Box 1538:

- '' ,-- -

, , '
,

' ' '
l. CS-3/389,785,'4 March 59

.it'.

2.CSK 3/465,'141, 16 Feb 61 ' ' . ' '
~

.. .
~

'-.3. CIA /TSD 282/76, 27 Dec 76

4. 'TDCS-3/356,555233 May 58
.

5. CS-3/407,678 5 Aug 59

6. 3,202,034 5 Dec 61

7. 3,204,092 21 Dec 61

8. 323 20537 76, 20 Sept 76

9. 324/01015 77, 24 Jan 77 ;

10. 321/0664577, 25 March 1977

11. Plant Sumary 491,7 (not clear number) *

(NEWSPAPER CLIPPING, FBIS item of 11 Nov 76 and FBIS item of'

.

dame date - not included - these are listed on first page

! of letter as enclosures)

-
.
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Enclo3ures to letter dated ll Nov 1977 to BP, 
P.O. Box 1538: 

l. CS-3/389,7aS, 4 March 5 

2.CSK 3/465,141, 16 Peb 61 

3. CIA/TSO 282/76, 27 Dec 76 

4. T~CS-3/356,555233 May 58 

s. CS-3/407,678 5 Aug 5 

6. 3,20:?,034 5 D c 61 

7. 3,204,0 2 2 Dec 61 

8. 32J 20:,37 76, 20 s pt 76 

9. 32·1/01015 77, 24 J n 77 

10. 321/0534577, 25 :-tarch 1977 

11. Plant SUm:-:ta~.1 91,? (not clear nu."llb r) 

Enclosure 3 

(NEWSPAPER CLIPPING, FBIS item of ll Nov 76 and FI3IS item of 

am d te - not included - th s ar listed on ~ir t page 

of lett r s enclosur s) 

J -

, . 
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11 NOV 197.'
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,

Pollock, N rweto.u-Mr. Richard E.The Citizens' Movement for Safe and Efficient Energy
-

-

(Critical Mass)
. ,

P.O. Box 1538
Washington, DC 20013 -

.
- -

.

*

Dear Mr. Pollock: '
- -. - . _, ,,

Thisisinrep5ytoyourletterof2Septemberrequesting,all information in ourunder the Freedom of Information Act,files relating to a nuclear disaster alleged to have occurredThis
in the Ural Mountains in the Soviet Union in 1958.
reply also will cover documents forwarded to us by the
1977. These CIA documents were found in ERDA files whilethey were processing a similar FOI reqdest you had levied on
them.

We have reviewed all the items concerned and I am
,

Theenclosing copies of 14 of them for your retention.firstthree,sentintheirentirety,arey -

1. Newsclipping, Christian _ Science _ Monitor, ,

-

dated 12 January 1977.-
, ,

Foreign Broadc'ast Information Service item,2. --

dated 11 November 1976. -

,

..

Foreign Broadcast Information Service item,3.
dated 11 November 1976.

You will note 1i1 each of the remaining items portions
have been deleted under the provisions of the Freedom ofI am listing the items below, and alongsideInformation Act.each is the appropriate exemption from the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act which ex? ains why the deletion had to be made.l-

An explanation of the exemptions follows later in this .

-

s '' ss ...: ... .

letter. ':.:.' 9. ,.

~- . .
- .. . . , . . . ,. ,

, . . - , . . . . .,
.

.

.WeW

'' - ' ~ - - ^ * - -- _, _ , _ _ _ _ , _ _

• • • •.I• 
.. :-:---;-----· - ·- ....... ----

, .... 

CE AL INTELLJGE CE AGE CY 

A HIN TON. D.C. 20 0 

.. ·:.. ·- . -
_... .. ,-....:-- -.· -

-i:- ,t,. - ... 

~ r. Ri 
The c·tiz 
(Cr ic l t 
P.O. Bo S.:> 

. . Fol c n • , ~ o.· 
fovement for S fe 
) 

hing on, DC 200 3 

D r fr. Po o 

clo n 
ir thr 

2. 
l 

3. or i n 
d t 11 

11 C, ,97. -, 

-
nd Efficien Energy 

2 

--

Sp ember T qu sting, 
• form ion in our 

OCC~I'l" d 
58. This 

h 
s p .. 

hil 
o v don 

n I a 
te on. Th 

or, 

on S rvic , 

on rv·c m, 

--



. - . . - - - _ - - - _ _ - ._

...::~. .
.

-|. . ." ~ . -
-

..

~

2.
-

-
.

*

Documents' Exemptions,, , . .

-
.

. . . .

4. T.{S-3./m.9;785, dated 4 March 1959. . (b) (1) , (b) (3) ,
- 38 .

n. . ._. . .
'

CS-K'-3/4'65,141, dated 16 February. (b) (1) , (b) (3)::.- S.
-

; 1961. ',-

6. _ Memorandum, dated 27 December 1976. (b) (3), (b) (5)
7. TDCS-3/356,555, dated 21 May 1958. (b) (1) , (b) (3)

j 8. CS-3/407,678, dated 5 August 1959. (b)(1), (b)(3)_

9. 00-B-3,202,034, dated 5 Decemb.er (b) (1) , (b) (3) , ,
,

1961. - . . - (b) (6).
.

'

10 .. 00-B-3 204,092, dated.21 December (b) (1) , (b) (3) ,1961. (b) (6) .

'11. 00-K-323/20537-76, dated (b) (1) , (b) (3) ,-.

; 20 September 1976. (b) (6)
12. 00-E-324/01015, dated (b)(1), (b)(3)

-

24 January 1977.
.

13. 00-B-321/06645-77, dated (b) (1) , (b) (3) ,.: .' 25 March 1977. (b) (6) . y $*; .
.

.14. Plant Summary, undated. (b)(1), (b)(3)
''

'

There were also a number of documents which could not.

be released, even with deletions. I am listing them below,
and alongside each is the number of the appropriate exemp- * ,

''

tion from the Act which gives the reason why the item could
! not be released.

.

-

, ,,,
~

', Documents Exemptions
*

.

. . . . ...

..| ..
--

. 15. 00-B-3/256,712, dated 5 April 1963. (b) (1) , (b-) (3) ,,

i (b) (6) -,.
,

16. CS-K-3/507/314, dated 16 April (b)(1), (b)(3)
'

, 1962. L.

3

17. . Briefing, dated 8 December 1976.. * (5) (l') , '(b) (3)
,

18.1 ' OSI-SD-SC/61- 7, dated .3 Apri~1,1961. , (b) (3) ' /* ..
.-

. . . . . . - . .

19. h*eekly Surveyor, dated 14 May 1973. (b) (3) *

" ~ ~
20. OSI-SD-KH/75-5, dated May 1975. (b) (3)

'
. . . . .

!
-... .... .   .  .   . . ,  . . . , . . .  , . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  ,         ,    . .  ,    . , ,   . . . . - . . _ _ . . . . _ . . _ . - . . . _ _ . , - , _ .

.. 
\ . . 

, . . . .. . 

.-

2 

Documen s 

4. ;-CS•3/3S9;78S, dated 4 March 1959. __,. ' , . ·--;; • 

5. CS-K~3/465,141, dated 16 February 
1961. 

6. Memorandum, dated 27 December 1976. 

7. TDCS-3/356,555, dated 21 May 1958. 

8. CS-3/407,678, dated S August 1959. 

9. 00-B-3,202,034, dated S Decemb.er 
1961. 

10. OO-B-3,204,092, dated 21 December 
1961. 

11. OO-K-323/20537-76, dated 
20 Sep•ember 1976. 

12. OO-E-324/0101S, dated 
24 January 19 i . 

Exemptions 

(b) (1), (b) (3) 

(b) (1), (b) (3) 

(b) (3), (b) (6) 
-4 

(b)(l), (b) (3) 

(b) (1), (b) (3) 

(b) (1) , (b)(3), . 
(b) ( 6) 

(b)(l), (b) ( 3) , 
(b) (6) 

(b) (1), (b) (3), 
(b) (6) 

(b)(l), (b) ( 3) 

13. 00-B-321/066 S-77, dated (b) (1), (b) ( 3) , : _ 
25 Harch 1977. (b) (6) . . :: \,• 

14. Plant Summary, undated. (b) (1), (b) (3) 

There were also a numb r of documen which could not e released, even with deletions. 1 am listing them blow, and alongside ach is the number of the appropri te ex mp­t~on from the Act which giv s the reason why the • m could no be released. 

Docum nts . ·. , .. . 
: . . .. 

" . 
1S. OO·B-3/256,712, dat d S April 1963. (b) (1), (b) (3°) , 

(b) ( ) 

16. cs- ' - 3/507/314, dat d 16 Apr · 1 (b) (1), (b) ( 3) 
1962. 

17. Brief i n , dated 8 D C rnb r 19 76 .. • ( ) {i), {b) ( 3 ) 

18. OSI - SD·SC/61 - 7, d t 3 April 1961 . - (b) ( 3 ) • .. . 
19. \it'ee kly urveyor, dat d 14 l y 1973 . (b) ( 3 ) 

20. OSI - SD - 'H/ 75- 5, d d Jny 197 5. (b ) (3) 
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21. TDCS-3/41'6,488, dated 26 October (b)(1), (b)(3)
.1959. '.

" * ' ~~ '

-

, .

> . w s.vt.:; , c... .
-

~
. .

.
'

'

I 22.W TDCS'3/.418,~792, dated 18 November ~ (b)(1), (b)(3)
f 1959;* ~ ., ,,-

23. CS-3/380,057, dated 4 December (b)(1), (b)(3)
'1958.

**
.

'

24. CS-3/468,269, dated 23 March 1961. (b) (1) , (b) (3).

25. CS-3/477,050, dated 14 June 1961. (b) (1) , (b) '3)

26. CS-3/478,158, dated 17 June 1961. (b)(1), (b)(3)
'

27. CS-3/496,952, dated 26 December (b) (1) , (b) (3)i
5

. - 19s1, . .. ...

,_

- 28. CSLT-K-3/704,634, dated 2 December (b) (1) , (b) (3)
1962.

.
.

29. CS-3/508,773, dated 27 April 1962. (b) (3),

The applicability of the Freedom of Information Act
subsections cited is explained as follows:,

(b)(1) applies to material which is properly
classified pursuant to Section 1 of Executive Order
11652, and is exempt under Section 5(B) of the same
Order; ..

, , .,. -
.

,

(b)(3) applies to the Director's statutory
,'

obligations to protect from disclosure intelligence, . ..

sources and methods, as well as the organization,.

functions, names, official titles, salaries or numbers
' i

.

of personnel employed by the Agency, in accord with-the
*

National Security Act of 1947 and the CIA Act of 1949,-

respectively; and, }
~

(b)(6) applies to information release of which.. ,

would constitute an unwarranted invasion of the personal-
.

privacy of other individuals. .
-

. t.

As I mentioned in my letter of 30 September, we are waiving,

search fees for this request. We are also waiving copying'

.
' fees of $2.50 for the 25 pages enclosed. ;,

ThereNerealsoinour~ file'sdocumentspertainingto"

!

,.,your request which originated in the Departments of State ....and Defense. I recommend that you contact them for copies
'*

of documents relating to the accident which they authored.
. _ _ . . . .. .. . . . .

_ - _ _ _ . .. . __ . - - __. - - . .  - -  - -     - . -  - - .

.• 
.:. 

:-

3 

21. TDCS-3/416,488, dated 26 October 
19S9. : 

(b)(l), (b)(3) 

~ ... .._-~:. : ... :. 

- iz"/;:-,:oc·s•::3)."4is·,7·9 2, dated 18 November 
. 1959: • 

(b) (1) • (b) (3} 

23. CS-3/380,057, dated 4 December (b)(l), (b)(3) 
1958. ~ 

24. CS-3/468,269, dated ?3 March 1961. (b)(l), (b)(3) 

25. CS-3/477,050, d ted 14 June 1961. (b)(l). (h)'3) 
--· 

26. CS-3/478,158, dated 17 June 1961. ( J (1), (b) (3) 

27. CS-3/496,9S2, dated 26 Dececber (b)(l), (b)l3) 
196. 

28. CSLT-K-3/704,634, dated 2 December (b)(l), (b)(3) 
1962. 

29. CS-3/Su8,i73, da ed 27 April 1962. (b)(3) 

The pplicab 0 lity of th Fre doc of Inforn tin Act 
subsectior.s c·ted 1s ex 1a·ne s follo~: 

(b)(l) applies o mat r"al which ·s prop rly 
classified pursuant to S ct·on 1 of Executiv Order 
116S2, and is ex mpt under Section ~(B) of the sam 
Order; 
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The CIA official responsible.for the actions on items-

4, 5,15, and 16 was Mr. Charles A. Briggs, former DD0 -- .

Information Review Officer; of the actions on item 18 through -*

'.20, was Dr. }1erbert Rothenburg, Acting Director of the.

Office of Scientific Intelligence; of item 6, was Mr. Noel -
-

. ~ . Firth,' Director of.the Office of' Imagery Analysis; of item
17, was Mr. Philip A.,Waggener, Deputy Director of Strategic'

.
.

Research; and of items 7-14 and 21-29 was Mr. Robert E.
. ' 'Owen, DD0 Information Review Officer. ,.

'

Under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act you-
'

hay.e the right to appeal their actions to the CIA Information
'Review Committee. If you choose to do so, please write to

me, stating in full the. basis of your appeal. ,

'

I have decided to waive all fees normally charged for
the processing of such r.equests.. .

.

Sincerely,'

: -

Gene F. Wilson .

Information and Privacy Coordinator

Enclosures
.

-

..

,|
-~ s

:
.

. | ::, , $l,-)'? " , |;[,' [,' ,~. $ ,,'[, [ .] ," "'I.IPS/ JOE /cb/31 Oct 77 . ' , '
,

~

. , ,

Orig. - Adse.
' ' ' 'T - "- ~'

* '
1 - IPS Chrono -

1 - IPS F-77-0765 GIP -

G - IPS F-77-0664 GIP -

1 - Dept. of Energy-(ex-ERDA) (Attn: John A. Griffin,-

Dir. Div. of Classification)*1 - DD0'

1 - OSI -
.

,

1 - OIA ,
_

. . ,

.- . ;..

'
'i -' .. . . . . .. .*

' ' '

. ;- .. '.:.: i , .% , .; . :*
.. ,

. . " - ... ~.,. . ,,
-

,
,

.

L

· . . . 

The CIA official responsible for th actions on ·tems 
s, 15, and 16 ~as 1r. Charle A. Brigs, former DDO 

I~forrn tion Rev ew ·Officer; of th actions on i m 18 hrough 
20, w s Dr. Rcrbert Rothenburg, Acting nirector of the 
O fice of Scientific In lligenc ; of item 6, was Hr. Noel 
Firt ,-n · r ctor of the Office of In ~ry Analysi • o item 
17, w s ~r. Ph"l "p A._\ ner, D pu y Director of Str ~egic 
R search; nd of items 7-1 nd 21-29 w s Ir. Robert E. 
Owen, DDO Inform tion R Ofricer. 

Under he Freedom of Info mation Act 
ha~ the ri ht p h ir ct·o o th CIA nfo 
Rev ew Comm· . If you choo to do o, ple s writ 
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In the vinter of 1957, an unspecifica necident occurred at the h*asli ^~~
. , . , .. .

(H 55-54, E 60 48) sto:ste plant , - *
. . .

"All stores in To:.ensk-Uralskiy which sold mi.].k, meat, and other foodstuffs .'".
,

,

were cloned as a precaution against radiation exposure, and new suppnes.
vere brought in two days later by train and truck., ,The food was ' sold. difectly s-

... ..

from the vehicles, and the resulting queues were reminiscent of those durins:- ..the.vorst shortages durl=g World 1.'ar II. The Nople in Xmensk-Uralskiy
grev hysterical with fear, with an incidence of unknown " mysterious" diseases .* -. breaking cut. A few leading citizens aroused the public anger by wearing- . . " .
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. ... ; . ..* . ..r .,,, . h. he hsard. .: -
.j .

-- - m -In spring 195&r-1 "'3 from seversi people that ,large areas north of Chelyabinsk is.
-

were contaminated by radioactive waste from a nuclear plant *;~~

operating at an unknown site near Kyshtym,la town 70 kilo
-

. ~meters northwest of Chelyabinsk on the- Chelyaliinsk-SverdlovzW ''.ItNaa geners.1 knowledge that the' chelyabinsk. #!railroad line. To go *area. had an abnormally high number of cancer cases'.
-
'

swimming in the numerous ' lakes and riv'ers' in the Vicinity was' considered a health hazard by some people.** Food b
'

*

was che'cketi by .the peasanta to the Chelyabinsk market (:ynok)6se' a.t the mar *. - ;
'

.

the municipal health authorities in a ses11 ho*
*

ket entrance where' the peasants also paid their s' ales * tax."
.*

How radioactive food was destroyed waf unknown to source. Food .*~~

delivered to the plants, schools, etc* , by the .kolkhomy and . . .
was probably exanticed by the latter~ themselves7 Un- .'., sovkhe:7. .til 1955 passengers were' checked at the Kyshtym railway sta -

* -

.

tion, and nobody could entar the town without a special permit ~.~* -

By what authority the- permitf was issued and why the' checking - -
*

!i ,

.was discontinued in 1958, source was unable'to say. In addi-
tion, some villages in the Kyshtym area'had been contaminated

:-

G
and burned down, and the inhabitants coved into new ones builtThey were allowed to take with them only.'

by the government. ..- . , - -

the clothes in which they were dressed.**
-

|
.

- .*
.

. .

The plant was probably processing radioactive deposits found
-. ..

* W. in the Urals, among which were hu;;e deposits of zirconium,- .

$.:* * M .
m" . .

Q, .'',' .. ,'.D;gg,y f :.
'c .;' ' :' * -

' Source uns taid *W 'b-r a friendf[V. j f@l?"q,/4',9
!% -*

., ,
,0f,, l M.' .

.pp1; .% *.' +.
} : .P. - , , , , , , *J '

* . ' who,,-in 19g3-1954, had a*3oh
'

* *'; in the Kysht/-:-Argsyssh area. Es also told ..,

::C

source"that{". ...'...J. ., , , ' .. ' ' '. .' i . , las earl? as 1954 thatp . , .. .
.

the water of the Techa River, running froc Lake Ky yltash andthe Iset Riv
,

.

I:ake Ulagsch sed emptying in:: ** . ,.*
.

become bi6h17 radioactive. ,
. ... . .

. .

In late * August-1960, source with some ico other office workers .,

was sent for ten days to help harvest at the Bolshaya Taskina.5
Sovkhoz south of Lake Kaldy, about 50 kilometers north 'of-/

-:
At the Nadyrov Bridge which ,crosged the Tocht. .

Chelyabinsk. " DrinkingRiver, he saw a few pesters with the inscription: .

|
.

strictly prohibited, water polluted"' (Pit, stroso vospreshchay-
etsya, veda =agryarnena): While working at the so'vkhoz,he did
not appr.cach th'e Techa,because the river bank was a prohibited

Some distance north of the. river there was a continuous*

ditch about one ceter deep"and one bieter Pide, 'with posters:area.
.

(Prokhod vospreshchayetsya, zagrya:-
nennaya =ona) polluted zoneSource.did not * discuss poilution of the Te

,
"No passage,

In Chelyabinsk he menti ~oned it to.

with persons on the sovkhoe,* and was told' that* according to '# . -"
*t *

e . . . * .. J a frienc,/[ 7!;*" :i 'who ~1ived on "the Techa' someyhere' in'.the**: '.';4
*1" . x ., .

,, M. '.:n.,;fatheTyumen Oblast, the river was * polluted on ita * lower course also*. "*|'**

..
. r.

,

Source vaguely remembered having heard that the Kyshtym aren, 6. nuclear installation was known as the Post Box 40 installation.
*

.

thst in 1960 the plant was managed by (fnu) Sorokin,
',

' He knew
| whose daughter, Lyudm111siborn in 1930, source had met at aShe was a graduate of .

1960 J:cw .nar's party in Chelysbinsk.workin; at *the Chelyabinsk 'I

nn institute in Overdlovak snd wa: * **
" . '... town,phnning (gorproyckt) institute..

s.** t -: - - . .
. . ..

*
- . . * .. ..

*,
-. _ . ..ea,,,g., ,

'

i,g
* .. $a*.e dl - . , - . . . . .

*

' ' ' " " * *"
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In M'areb 1958,an explosion wrecked part of the nuclear plant
. .

.

Whether the explosion was nuclear or chemical,t ..' 7.*

at Kyshtym. '

acurce could not tell, norLdid he have information on - .

The matter was open17 discussed among employeescasualties.of the Ufals Branch of the Academy of Construction and .'

.'
. . . - ; :- : - .* -

Architecture.
.

. . *
- -.

.: - . . . . . . , ..-
.. ,

Source knew of one case in which vork at the Irshtym plant .,
..

8. allegedly resulted in the sexual impotence of an engineer ,.

The divorcee was(name unknown) and subsequent . divorce.
.

Alina Loy (maiden name), an engineer with the trust Metal-
.

lurgstroy at Chelyabinsk, who left her husband in 1956 or .

In summer 1960,
1957 after a few months of married life.she married (fnu) Chulkov, an officer with the combat ensi-'

neers, who was transfe'rred to Novaya Zemlya in August 1960.
_

., . . , . .. ...-. ..

While working at the Urals Branch of the Academy of Con
' ' *.

.". 9 struction and Architecture, source heard,that in 1957 its
laboratory of reinforced-concrete construction (chief,

'- -

'

[fnu7 7 trshtein) had investigated an, accident, fall of a- ,

smoEestack from a huge plant!which was being built' by the '.
M7D Glavpromstroy or Ministry of Medium Machine Building

.

~
.: -

- .. in the Arga? ash area. -
.

- .
.

Source was not certain but thought that a second plant might10. also have been built in the Argayash area by the MVD Glav-
promstroy or Ministry of Medium Machine Building. .
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In ~'a .. ~. -~SS., an ex;,_os ion recked pa~t or the nuclear p:ant 

st Kysh ... )~. "''heth~r the explosion wes ·clear or chemical, 

source co~-d not te!l, nor~did he have 1nfori.1ation on 

cesual ti~s. Th~ r::a t te:- '1(2.5 open J diac::ssed among emi'.)loyeea 

or the ~a.a B:-anch of ~e Acade y or C~nstr~ct1on and . 

Archite::tu:-e. • •:-- .• ... : . .. _ 
. .. . . ... .. . . : . . 

Sou:-:e knel1 or one cese in l'fhich ork ~ t the Kyshtym plant . 

elle5edly ~esu-ted in th~ exual impotence o~ an eng1oeer 

(na~~ unkno~n) and subseque t divcrc . The divorcee ~as : 

Alina Loy (caic_n ta~~ ) , en engineer ~1th the tru5t Metal­

lursst:-oy et Chelyabinsk, ~ho le~t her bus anc 1n 1956 or · 

1957 art~r a !ew m~nths of married life. In surnmer 1~5~ 

she ma~~ied (rn~) Chulkov, an oft!c ~ ~th the combat ens!­

n~ers, ~~o ~a~ w~~~sfer~ed to lov2 ·a z~~-ya 1n August ,1960. 
. . . . :, .. 

\.r ile -wo::-kin0 e'; t~e U::-a_s Branch o~ the Aca 1 eey o~ Con- • .: • 

truction an~ A::-:~!tecture, source heard that 1n 1957 ~ts 

la bora ~.c:·7· of re :.n!'o:-cec!-concrete construction ( chie!", • 

£fnu7: .:- s:; :e:!.:: ) hac inV0 !!tlgated an_ accident, :fall or a 

6 -0'10 Q - -~ · · ... ... ...__ - ""·· - 0 .,_._ , ..,h ➔ "' h ~ .. c. ..._ ➔ .... - bu-<14- by._• 
... , ,.._ .,,__......:. _ .• - - - · .::. ••'-""o- _w. ... ~ . n - '-" nw .. w ...... , ::, - ... '-•-

\..~ G l;:. .. ... -0- .... ,.... ...... - o- 1:J -~s .. - i .. o" ue.:i ◄ ,, .... ~-:. ch "'n• Bu-4,di~ .... 
J,Y,.,• ;_J _._ t," • -•-'-• "-.) - __ ....... w-,; • ,~j t.,.;,._ .,.._,_ , c - ..... ~ w-.. 

in the ~ ~:2:~~~ a:-ea. 
-

Sou::- e was not cer:ein but tn~~sht theta secon~ plant ~isht 

also he\"~ been built in the Arbaye h area by the ?ir·lD Gla v­

prorns t:-oy ~r Ministry or Medium Machine Building. 



-
. .

; -
. . .

, .

0!A/T50 282/76 I
* -

- - 27 December I976
*

.

i Q NTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY J'... Copy I- f,- .-( .~ .,,. .. .

.

.

.

.- -.
. . ,

-S *
-- ,. ... .,

.

HEMORANDUM FOR: Chief (
- *]).."'. , ,,Di* vision , SM

~

., . .
.- ,.

. . ..
-

.
- -

.~ ,
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. 1.. Dis memorandur:r is~ in response to your requesi\ a-

. . .
.

nuclearwaste burial * ground 4 the western Ural mountains near- tnE town -

ofBlageveshchensk, USSR.{* ,

.
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-. -. . . . . , .

.. .

2 tio nuclear waste burial site .
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-

.

-
.

-
,

1
f Prpject is considered 'NNie eK ,.~ -

-
.. m.. , .

-___ -- - -

.
. . .

-

. . . . . - . .

.. ~ , ,
.

,
. ...

.

. . . + . .. .
,

.. .

,,. . f . . . . .. .. . . .. ..

,s.#*.
p.* . .a' .

.. . . ,,

, . . .
'

. .

A .*

.- -
.

.*

.
*.

. .,

*.
-.

..

.
*e

. , .

-
, ,.
# . .

ef' * ..

, ,
. .-. .

. .
*# .* .

. %
, g, 0 . .

. . .; -. .. , ... . ,
*

.
. -

t. . . .
'

1r : ';'* *
* . . . ~ . .. . ,

**. ;*
. . .

.- .. * ,
. . *.

.
.

.. . .,.

._ ._ _

r 

C"'-'Q"'· cot•·~ . , • ~n . . 

-SUS~ECT 

. -
. . ,. 

CEN - :.. 

~ 

Ch_i ef\. 
-

FO?.: . 

-, 

RAL IN ELLIGEl'CE AGENCY 
~ . 

--.:..- - . -. ....... . 1.· • 

,0iv1 s ·i on, ~ ., - . . 

. 

\ f OIA-,TS1fTe2/76 0• ll 27 D~ccmber 197b • 
L. -~opy -- .. 

.. 
: ......... - . Nuclear aste Burial Grounds n~~ ~ldgoves chensk. USSR 

.-

l. · 1 1s memorandum fs in res;,ons to your reques ~ nu::leu---~s:e bt.:riar ;:-:::.:nd....i..c.. thew stern Jral ounta,ns near- n·~ town / of £1.~:,eshc .. ~n~<. USS;l. \. 

I -! 
.. . - - · . . 

2 lo nuc 1ear "'c!S"=e burial sHe 
~c~nt1 ·1ec -.- i: .. i~ ~ 1- - area 

I 
I • - · 

c:r.pl e-=e . 
s'Tm prpject lS considered '----1 

I ------ ..--:\ 

' f 

.. \ 

• . . . .. .• • 
.,. -



. ._ -. . . _ . _ . _ . . . . . . . . _ _- _. . . .

7
'

.

.

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCY AGENCY
*

TELETYPED INFORMATION REPORT

23 May 1958

Subject:

Accidental Atomic Explosion in Chalyabinskaya Oblast

Date of Information:
.

May 1958

1. Various Soviet employees and visitors to the Brussels Fair

have stated, independently but consistently, that the occurrence of

an accidental atomic explosion during the spring of 1958 was widely

known throughout the USSR.

2. The site was identified as (being in) Chelyabinskaya Oblast.

3. Rumors are common that many people were killed; however, the

generally accepted version is that only several score (individuals)

died.

Approved for release

27 Sep 1977

.- .__ _ . .

Subject: 

CE TRAL IN ELLIGENCY AGE CY 

TtLtl YPE0 I FORMATION REPORT 

23 ay 1958 

Accidental Atomic Explosion in Chalyabinskaya Oblast 

Date of Infonnation: 

May 1958 

7 

l. V3rious Sov·et employees and visitors to the Brussels Fair 

ave stated, independently but cons ·stently, hat the occurrence of 

an acc ·dental atomic exolos·on during the spring of 1958 was widely 

nown throughout ne USSR. 

2. he site was identified as (being in) Chelyabinskaya Oblast. 

3. Rumors are co on that many people were killed; however, the 

genera11y accepted vers·on is that only several score (individuals) 

died. 

Approved for release 

27 Sep 1977 
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COUNTaf USS?. (Chelyabinst Chlast)

.
REPORT NO.* C 5 *5 qu rp6Tf
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.
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. . . . * .Sus >tCT Radioactive Costa =ination of an . DATE DISTE 5 August 1959 *

Area in Chelyabinst Cblast
*

NO.PAGEi 1 ... . ; ,; = *. .

. . . .* . , . .

. . , (. ,. .C *
- " * . . . , .***g g

*
:=

Dj }- } (, prest G /T Cud em' .. . ,
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. . . ..,
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. .
, ~ .RD * . * ?.

REFERENCES *
*
.? * * ' * .*

.. , , ; .;
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.,,. . . . . *-. . - Q....DATE OF
$~* ~. '.: .s,,' . . , ; I,,

. .- *
. . -w o. Prior to June 19:9 .

.

*.

PLACE 2. t - - - - . *
-. %.\ . 6. -.*r;a..f ,;, -

- . .

. ' . .* *k . i *s.: .*
.. . .-

DATE ACC./ *

FIELD REPORT NO. .. . . **.
**

SOURCE ZYALU ATON5 ' ARF CEhNmVE. AFPP.AISAL OF CONTENT 15 TENTATIVE.
* -

_ .

_ _ . - - - .= - - - w --- ..2 n -y- *. *.
-

SOURCE: c- =w- _
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-+m

- ,,,.,,,...:.--_
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- mm = c_- . _ _ - - , , , . .% . .. , . . , .,

. ? t n*W*.''./', .T.*.*;r . ., y -
. * , .. . .

**' - *

. . ' '. < . *[.
* t.

.
. ..* ** r.P ,1.-. . s. 4.. ,J .(.

- .On an usk=own date prior to Ju== 1959 an accident occurred in C%elysbi=.sk *T.* #Oblast which caused radioactive contami=ation of the soil. As a result, ; , .*.
*

the authorities were forced to take =easures to resettle tha 1:.iatitant.s s. ..* of several populated places in other areas.
, ,,( . 4 , - , 4 , *G .] * .
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3. Accordine to the prevailing opinion in Ch 'yabinsk, Chelyabinsk-40 _ ..
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.

was a_.produerton sue zor .. lear oevice 3 Chelyabinsk-40 is actually .. ~

oWreMd KysWtyr. -shicn fs 5 cme onc bundred kilometers northwest of-

'DiEFyabinsk. In abT:lut 1956 there was an explosion at Chelyabinsk-40;
-

~
-- .

the explosion lighted up the sky' for a great distance and the news-
papers in Chelyabinsk made a fli=sy attfmpt to proclaim th' .

,

e eventan unusual occurrence of the northern lights. The chief evidence '
,'

of the explosion was the tremendcus number of casualties in the . ' .
..

. hospitals of Chelyabinsk. . Many of the casualties were suffering ' . - {1 ,.
.

. 4- . -

from the effects of radiation. Shortly after thc explosion a scien- - .* tific rescarch institute to study effects of radiation.vas established ,,

.-

.in Chelyabinsk, presumably as a result of the accicene at Chelyabinsk-40. . . -

,..

[ Collector's co= ment: Source did not actually witness the explosion. : .; : c , .,
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and could provide no details on its,cause.). :
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.1. Recently there have been accounts in US newspapers concernic; comments

.
, *

nade by two for=ar citizens of the USSR on a " vast nothing", an area withi:.e ..
' . . the USSR vhere it is speculated a nuclear accident occurred in -he late ,

:4 1950's. There was a top secret Soviet filn/ .

* .
'l * *

|, ] [- - ;-
. .. which shove'd a' nuclear

y. ,. .

1-
. ,

I . test that had occurred in an unspecified region of the Ural Hountains..

!- It is likely, although not certain, that the test occurred in the 1957-59 -

period, and this r.ay account for the " vast nothing" mentioned in the news -

1 . _ accounts. ''. *- '* *
-.

. . e,
* * 2.

,..

According to the film, the USSR constructed a coupletely new city in a ...-
.

valley in the Ural Bountains region for the test. A subway was constructed
.

I {j under the village, and ont of the major purposes of the test was to see
'*j

if the subway could withsta=d a nuclear attack. The inhabitants of the
{ ;* village were goats and sibeep, and the post-explosion photography ihoved

the effects of a nuclear blast upon animal life as well as buf1mg, *
i -materials. Military equipment was placed around the village, and the ,

*

effects of the explosion upon armaments of war also were depicted in .,. -

. the film.-
..

.
-' , .- . . .,,

.j 3. The bomb itself was described as a 20 megaton device which was dropped
,,

i from an airplane. The flash of the explosion illuminated the mountains
'

-

which surrounded the village. The city virtually was eliminated, but the *
-

*

'{g
- subway survived the explosion. <*" *; @~ .; . , f., . . , ,- e' ' * * ( - - * Recause of the film's classifi-

.

, .,

cation, those who saw it were instructed to creat the whole matter as .,

I highly classified. ,. "
,

, . ' " . , . ,**

.-p t. ;f .;; r.*. *- . - *t
~ ,l.- .

.
. + e-:,- .: ;. t.. ....: .*-o...*. *

.,.f.,., n,. ,7_y;.*. *L y . --...
. _. . . ..y , , . . ..

.
- . -- __.. .::w - .;; ? ..- _:.!

--_4.*'hi:ent newspaper accounts quote two Soviet e.nigres, one in London and^--::q y,M_--

. W. . .
% %the other in Israel, who knew something about the " vast nothing".

'> iOne s
of the emigres said a 60 square mile area in the Ural Mountains was 8Qf 5

5..

desolate and still heavily radioactive in 1961. It is possible the '-- 4
4

" nuclear accident" of which the emi,res spoke is the event recorded by3
' 3*

nSovietcameracrewandshown{
2 '. , " , as a top secret 2defense film.g
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SUBJECT 

'CS .. R/( ' t • W-::.«T NO. -- . 
Sovie. Deco~a:io~ of 20 Mega:~0 DATT orsn. 
D vic:e ill 1950' s 1."1 Above-Crowid Test/ 
Pou!.b e !.Jcpla.natioo for hc:ent CVS NO. PACES 
Jlepor-t.s or: ~uclear Ac:cide.nt and "Vas: 
othin ,, A:'U 1: tJral ~UlJU REf!iENCES 

\OCI!· J.2~/010~-77 

24 J.anu;lry un• 
l. 

OAT: os o-,,o 19S - 19!>0 

TH•S IS UNI: 

SOUJICE 

l. lece:tly :he=• ~ve beec .accounts i."1 ts cevspape=s cor.ce~c; c:o:::::ien:s 
cade bv t:vo for.:er cl:1::ar.:s oi the 'CSS?. on a "vast not .1cg", a:- a=~ 'l."i::!:i.::. 
the CSS vhe=e it 1.s pec~-ated a nu::~= .a::i~ ~- o::~==e~ !: :~~ !a:e 
1950

1
1 . uier vas a top seer: Sovie: :!..l:/ 

2. 

3. 

I . • vhic..': shoved a aw: ea= 
tut that had occu:--r 1:: au W1Speei.fied reg!ou of the Uru Mounuius. 
It ia llk.ely, al~~oush no: car:&!.n, that the tuc occurr d 1n :he 19S7-~! 
p riod, anc! ch.:.s ~)' account for the ''va.st noth!.:ls" aen~nec. 1: tbe neva 
acc.ounta . • • , '. ' · •. · .. 

Ac.::ordill& to the file, the 'CSS'R conan-ucted a c:o=,letuy ue11 c:1:y 1n a 
v&ll.ey 1: th U=&l MoW1t.u.:u re~ou fo: th tut. A sub11ay vu c:onstruc:cad 
under the v!ll.ase, a:id on~ of the ujo~ rur,,os of the tut vas to aee 
if tb 5ubvay eou.ld vitbstal:d a nuclur attac. Th io~~itant$ of the 
v'..l.lage v re roa.ts and ah ep, and the post-«.X"pi.osioo photog=a;:,h)' sbov 
th cH u of a ouc:lear b ut upon a.:ii&al l.ife as v as bu~~ 
materi.al.s. ~.!.litary equip~ t vas placed a:ound the ~age, an.. the 
cffeet.s o! th up osio:i upon •-ru~:its of u al.so V&re depic.ted 1n 
the f.!. 

:-..... 
Thebo itsel! ~•s described~ ~ io • aton deTice vhlc;: vas dr-opp~ 
fro an ai:;,laoe . The f.:.Uh o! the explosioc ill.u.::i.!.a.a.:cd tne a:>woUins 
\lhieh surroun;! d the vi.:.la e. The c.ty virti.u..lly vu ~:ei:!., but th 

bway aurvi ve~ the uploSl.on : ~ - • . : ·: ; • , . 

• • Jee&use of the t.:.1.ai• s cl..a.s·sili-
e&tion, thos vho aav !t were instructed to treat the vhole i:i.1tte: es 
~i. ~ly c.l.usi!ied. , • •: .. ··· :· •• . :, :.;_· .. . . · : . . -:-7• 

I ···" ·- · - .• ..... . . _ .. - . :::.·-~ _; .. ,: : .. -·-- - ··- ·---
- .. _ - - __:.. =- . ::--_; :. &:::::=:. -. - -

ece t n V P•?er accounts quo:e tuo Soviet ercs. one ~D London and - ---... 
the other 1 lsr.iel, vho nes,; so11e:hini; obout the "v.::.s: nct!:in,". One •- \ 
ot the c::o1i,res s.ii..c! a 60 sqU.Jre i e .:irca ill the !:r.il ~loun:.:11.ns \13S 1'- , • !i 
deso~ate and st l h .1v l y r.1dioac:ive in 19~:. lr u fX'S~l.b c the. J < 

''nuclc.1r acci en:" of w • er: the c 1,;rcs po c i:: the cv ~ • rccordc bv · 3 
D Sov.ie ea r.1 ere anci sho\; \ 4S ;i top ::ccrct 2 
de!cn::c !. • • - end -
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.
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ants intor=ation is related in the first person --- . ..
- * . ..

- * ,.
;- ...:

as aCGEed h7 the b ~ O - * ..X.I'A. * ' '~==%, . ~ - - ** ..* - t-.

(
. .. - = = * . ..

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -
. . , , .

v. . ' .
,4***". . .

. .
. *

. . .
*

-. . .
. \. .

. . . . . ,
...s ,1. In June 1951. I,F) near,Chelyabinsk, an -. . ..,

,
.

industrial town in the ' rals a few hundred k.uo=eters south of . .
* *

. -Sverdlovsk..f .
- "J .*: 7 ~ *

.. . .

,,, . .,
.

-*
. . ... . . , , . ... ... ,

.
- .. . * ..... .-

. . . . . . .:. .. . * . . .. . . . . , . .. .- . ..
,

.
. . .

..
,

. . . . . . . , .
* ..

, we headed north towards Sverdlovsk and Ec1'cyarsk by car. -
.-

.. . .. . ... .,.
..

2. About 100 kilometiera from Sverdlovsk, we crossed a strange, uninhabited * . a.. . ~ . ..
~

- - and unfarmed area. Eighway signs aloog the way warned drivers not to - -
* *
.

stop for the next 20 to 30 kilomaters because of radia: ion. , Tha land '
., ,

.-
was emp:y.* There were no villages, no towns, no people, no cultivated *.

.
** **land; only the cht.rieys of destroyed houses remained. -I asked the *

. . .
'~" *

driver to step because I wanted to drin' vater. The driver refused.
*

, . -|.

''one doesn'c stop here. You drive quic'ely and cross the area.without .

*

. , **-
any stops," he said. , ,., .

* .-, .

. .
- ,

. *-

.
-

.
. . ,.

3. In conv=rsaticas with people in the area, I was told that the area vaa .i .-. ,

the site of the *Kyshti= Disaster," so called af ter a tour. about 200 -*

.
*

kilometers co.sth of Sverdlovsk and 250 k=L. eas.t of Blagoveshnsk. An - -

accident had occurred three years earlier, that is, in,1958, that was e . , .

caused by a blast at the storage site of nuclear vaste fro = mil.it.z.y .
* a

uncles reactors. I was told that the accident was caused by the ne2- * * -.

{. lisent storage of pluteniu= vastes. Hundreds of people perished and 1-
,

' *' the ar.:s be:a e and vill re=ain r:dioacti,vc for r.asy years. One of . ;
the current topies of conversation at the ti=e vas whether eating fish

*

or eating crabc f rom the radi. active rivers of the area vaa more
. .

dangezous. * :.
..

" *

| 5
. . 's

*
. . .. ..-

and - . .. ....4 .
.;< . ..... .... . ..* ** ***..3 . . , . . .g . . . ,..

2 ',.2,,.*..:..*.- . 4 * * * * * d. . . ; ,, . . ,. -.
* *

. . s;,*, *g m.=.,mes ., a . , . - . ,, , .*.O.v..".'.'-~..*.'.-&..* ., .- }** * .y, .. ,, , ,
! =.* ....*.r. ._ .,,.. . .. . ~ r_,,y.c -s. .. . .. .

*^ =*;- .o,-~.'~~'''"%***'.. ''W*i V.6 :'.;. '** 'r :. ~& - .=: *: 7* *.....e.r--
* .

~-

* , ~. ,3 .t . , ; - . t. f. : * * .- ~;. ' ' . . . - . ..
w * *. . ".

.; . . . - .
*

e. :,.
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-
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. . . - . - __          - . - - _ . _ _ __ _ _ _ _

DIL!:"lOU,lP o, 
0,11.i.1,o.,1 

\ ... •, . 
\ ' 
• . . - . ·- . .. . 

_Foreign Ince ligencc Inform:1cio? _Repo:-t 

COUNUY 
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USSJt 

1958 ~yshc:.1::l Disaster•• /1'uc:lear 
Aceldcnt Invol i~s Plu:0niu~ ~~s:es 
froo }:litary Nuc:.lu:- li.cacton 

0 TE Orsn.. 

NO. f>ACES 

TH!S IS UNEVA L!t..Trn 

- •• - • 4 ,· . -

' FO::IMATIO 

. ---

l. . 

· · '--· - . - : , 
sou a 

2 

l. 

l. 
as- sratcd by thc£2 

' ln J u:i e 19~.!. . l ~ I 
indu~tr tal tovn in 

_Sverdlov::sk... / 

•• 1 •• ··-
. . . 

. .. . 
: .. 
. . . . ' . 

. .•: : 

r,ea r Cr.elyabi:is~ , 11.n 
ct e 'r..1 .s a fe.., hu..,crc:d k...'. o :eter.s S0\lth o: -· .. :_,.-. . 

., I ... ... ( vc: hude:! · :,;;r :.h ·co.:r~-:~!5 S e:-c!lo,•sk. ·•n~ Sdcyuek. by c:ar. 
' • I 

l.. ~OU! 10~ k.ila~ter~ froa Svc~~lo7.s~. Ye cro .sed. scraage, auinb~bited." 
a.nd u~!o.=-=-i. arc.i. t?igh-.1ay s1 6:.s ~la:ig the way v.arneC: drlver• not ~ 
atop !or tbe a~ 20 to JO ki:i.a:&tcr.s bec4~e of ral:...a.=ion. nu: l.and 
va:s e.c;,:y. 0 Ibara verc 00 vill.&i;U, DO tovns, JlO people, no cultiv.&.cc.4 
l.a..,d; c:,.ly ~e c~--r,e,.-s of tesc-:oyed l C>USU rcc.1.in~. I ask&.4 t.he 
driver to s:c? bec:a\U-C ! v~t~ to dri.c.'- \.-ate.:. Th driver re.fu!o~. 
''On• to,:so' c • co;, be.re. 'Tcr.1 drlve Q1.11c: 1. .!.y and c:ro!ls t.hc area. vithoat 

. 3. 

arry • :o;u •" b• sa1c1. • . . 

In c.c:iv:!:-sa:::ic:u vit.b peo?~• in the area.. I " told that thr. area ~ 
the. eice o! t>,e ~Tsh:-!= ~ uaste::," ao called a!t ~ • covr. a'bou: 200 
k!.loc ::en :toJrb 0! Svercllovsx a::ui 250 b. eai.: o! !l..ceo•c:shn.s~ 1-JJ 
accident had 0cc1,1r:-CQ t~ree yc:a:-s e.arl1e-, th.at u, 1.111958, t.h..t vu 
c:JlU - ~ by. l&st et :he sto~se a!.re ~! nuclc.r v•ste fro: cl.l.iu.-y 

~c..l = rc:acto:-s . I vzs ~ol d t ~a : : ~e .accide.~:: vas ca.used by the 0 i­
l..1 e~t ,tor:te of plu :e~!-= 1,;as:c:$. Rua:!reds o! peo?lc: pen.shed and 
tbe ar .;.::i b ; - and vi::.! re.~1o r.-:tioac:!.Tc !o:- i::.~ )·er:s. OD o! 
the cu:- r c::1: topk.s o! convc:n , :iot1 &t c.h; :1::~ ·.raa 1,;he.the:- c:&ti.n g fisll 
er ea:!.r:i c:rabr fro~ L~ e ra l!- t !v rivers o! the &re.av 00:c: 
cfang t ou.s. 

. .. .. .. - ... .. -

e.o.d- .... 

..:.::,_· . ~ ------ ':"' ,_ ..... .. ,.--:. ,-r· ·,_ _..;.. ___ ~ __ ..,;__ 
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3.. Name -
.

';..
-

. .

l~' . .Atomic Energy I.nstauntion :*

I.-

TL.'s.:*.1 . 5. ?& . ..' 0
. . .-'

-

. . . ..- , .

:
. .2. Locatie:

,
,, .. ..

* *'
. .

. -.-Escrx 55 Eh n 60 35-2 '
.

'

- - -

' -
.

m. Address ..
*

* *

5|A ' ' '
-

- - . . . -

'

d. riuro12t - '-

~

De restricted area of Kyshtyn is apprnrinately 60 k= N/S and hykm E/W.
De rail..oad from Iasli to Karabash r 3 diagonal.ly frem the K:: cor=er
to the Sir corner with Iyahtyn tu the center. It includes the lastallations' : st Techa (roactor) and Bungul (rad.iological institute). - --

. .... . ..

, .
.

. ,

.

. #f m- v. .. -
.

3 Eisto-v '
''

, - - '

.

*

- *-
. . .

l-.

A large atomie 1.lant and a workers' settleme=t were established ,.
*

about 15 km Eit of Iyshtys, probably at Techa om Ozero Irtyssh, during the .-

period 1945 to 1948. App oni=stely 70,000 innates of 12 labor camps, participe.te .in the constroction. In the spring of 1948, the entire population, including ''

' .all PWs and forced lab =rer: had to ovacuato the Eyshtyn resEricted area.' he -

population was replaced by Co-=4sts and.their dependents who ca=e i;o Kynhtynfrom al.1 over the U59.. Dey were reportedly nevei to leave the area again.. .
-

k. Physical Pla=t and Ecuip. eat
,

* '

'

"

. .
. -

De restricted area covers 2700 sq. k= 'containing ei ht small"ldkas v.*th
.

5 * -

interconnecting vaten., mes. De sto=le plant (reactor) is situated 12. a .
'

.
. #

tunnel which extends beneath a river, with only a smoke sta,ck visible above '

gro M . One of the lakes was drained and a bunding of undeter-"w tzea
vaa built on its bed with coment, rubber,, and , lead. Den the late was refi.uod'-vith vater.| A dohble tracked RR line'vns built ~to* the area. De underground'
factory was -30 to 40 notars below the surface'and vore as follovr:

,

8 small shops all the same sine (approx. 50 by 25/28=). hey has oeen blasted,
*

out from the slate rock. Se vertical vsus vere coated vith rei= forced
'

-

concrete up to a height of appr==. 3 - % n. n sy suppo-ted a rei= forced
concrete three center arch roof 6 - 7 m h15h in th'e =iddio of the shop.

..

De ceil'ng was =cre strongly ar:nor. red than the vans by the addition of cross .

bond iro= bars. *

A large shop approx.100 by EO = van built in the as=e way as the a= aller chops,
'

he ceiling vas supported in the middle of the room by 4 concreto pillarr of1,20 by 1,20 = cross sectien.
. . . - -- - __ _- . . - - - -

f 
_,.. .. 

l.- ~ 
i 

At er-.!. c:: I:b • :-gy l;i! 't ~ ll.& -:ion t~'-- :.; .. .. :; ·-.. ~. .:.:.~ j 
.. 2. I.oeat!.e::. 

XI~ 55 l.4 ?I 60 35 E' 

... 

---P1:.1;>0ir. 
'Ibe restri~ed a.:ea. r KJ'shty:a 1a A~te-l;r 6o c:: '!/S ~ ~5'" m !/'w. 'Z?l o :-a!.:L. ~ ~oo Ka 111 to Ke.raba •h re::.;, di=-60.:Al.ly !'l"c::=. ~e ~ ~::,:-=r 'to tbe SJ c:,~er vi t.b 3J"eh:y:s in t:..e cez:.ter. It 1.nelu~a• tho i.ut.o.U.s.t.i.0::a 1!.t ~e~ (:-~:.c!c:-) ~ ~-ul (n.d.lolc;i l i.Jut1tuu:). .. . -. 

; 

' . 
- 1 A lzi.rse a~a-...ic _ :.:t ll!l~ a vorker• • aie~le~::t ver& es~bl1:sbed ~out 15 b EZ o: t.:~~~;r-:i, pro~":>l.)' ~t. cll:l 01 0%.ero Irtp1b, dur-'-..:l.S tb.e pe-1od 1~5 to 19!,.8. ~.;;,:--:,:::~te~ 70,000 i~t.01 o: 12 l.Abor cc:ya., ~1c1:pt.t~ 1n the eo:.st:i:2e-:1on. In ~ •P'?'!.llg ct l~, tll• en:i:re popw.;.tion, 1~1~~ • .All rr,.·, a?l.d !or:ed. le.bo:-e:-: b.d to eT:>.cu:.to thll Kyu.-:ya restricted ~""'=a.. ~a popul&~~o::2 .._ • .,, :-e;,:.a:ed by CC>--;::;1:s;1Gt: al.d ~ ir de_pende=.~ \Ibo ~ to Kyuz~ 1'ra:: ;.!,l ove: th~ u:::~, i::hey vero rcpcrtedlJ' • »eTe:: to l&a.v~ tho area a.a--~. 

I 

4:b• re1tri~wed. e..-et. ecr;en Zl'OO sq. k::: eo::i~111.1.ng e1£¢it ~ .. lri~s Vi.th 1ll't•reo~•eti:lg ~~e:-e:r.::.-ce~. ~o ~tc::uc plau:.t (reactor) i• s;!:tu.:.tad u ~ t'l.3::)e vb.1cll 1.xte::~z bene•~ a rive,:-, lo!.~ ~ a a:i.oka ata.ck Yis1.b ~ 11.ba-re g:-ocd. ~• o:- tbe lake, vaa d:ai:c&d &llc1 a bull:U~ o!' t:..io!:-e:-t .. ed.::.a~ze va.a built'. 02 it• bed vlth cc~nt, rcllbe::-, ~ .l a.d. :!le tbo la~ '\,":).I ro!"'-l.lltd ·­v!. ~ ~te:-. A do~ble ~:-a.ck.et RR ll.:l• VUI bui..:t- to 'th• c.r.:~. ~ u:n.de:-g:-o~ !acto:-y "',.• -30 to 4o ~~•::-• b~lov th• cu:-taeo :uit1 vo::-e ao t'ollov~: 8 •call aho:;,• a:l t!l ac:t, •1:.e (e.;i:;,:-a:. 50 'bj 25/2i::.). 'l!l~y ~ tJ •11 bla.~tett out !'r~ the ,_s-t.e rock. !Ile ve:-t!.~a.l. ~u~ ... -e:-e co:it~ vi t::l. :-e!..:ro:-eec Co""'(: ._ ••p +-.,_-. & ._ a. ( -\.- 0# .. ..,_,._ '} I.. tl '""- ~ tl ~ ,a 4 # -A 
... • • ... J '-l""•e--• .... ~_..,_ --· "' - .., • ...:.i.,., s.u .. po. -~1.- a :e-=..o:-ec;;-.,. con.::-e~ -t=.-oe ce:.to:- &l"'CZ roo!' 6 - 7 i: hie;: in tbe ::i~~o o:- t.be si!lop. ~ c e !.l !.l:.o \: ::ore s t:-oit.g.!.J" &..-::a0""..:.-d tb~ tho "'-..llG b:r tbe a.d t!. t 1 o:a o!' e::-o: 1 bo~ !...-o::. b3:5. 

A 111.::-5• o. ap;:rr :: . 00 by 40 c • btlll~ in tho D&:O vay au the a-:::alle-:- chop.. ~e ce i-~ --~• au;>po~~ 1~ ~ t:..lddl• of tlle roo::. 'b]' ~ cOJ'lCret.c l)!.lJ.:L..-:- 0: l,20 c~ -,~: :::-011 ;oct1o. 
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PIA 7f SQeuRf (Continued) 2R Fir = No. 801%01
-

, ,

h. PAvsical Plant and Ecuioment (Continued) *
-

... ,- *
. . .

Construction of the shopA vas finished and the building of M*% .

foundati.ons
started a few dafs before infer = ant left the ca=p; these foundations were 2. by 2or 0,80 by 1,50 n.*

.

.~. .--. *

. All unde. W roo=s were electrically lighted. :.

'. *

Steel brackets were cast in the valls_ of the large shop, which should possib1
support the rails of craaes. 7

The thickness of 'the valls (consisting of th' rock and concrete coating)
t

sbetween the shops was a,w. 5 m *

. * -
-

.

3 Produ=tien ~ .

- .

s.

, .- .

It is reported this plant contai=s atcmic piles aM supplies Sungul. hA * *logical Institute with rad.io-etetive n;aterials. -

to be =maufacturing co=poserts for atca'c vas' pens -Bis plant has been reported. ,
~

''' ' ' '-

: * In tb spri=g of 1953 hw eds of perso=s vere exposed to radiation and -
"

-

i=jured as a result of a= e=plcsics at the Kyshty= pla=t.
In early October 1959, an at=mic test reportodly took place in Kyshty=.
After the test, n==h foodst=ffs as meat, fish and =ilh vare re=ored frca the
retail otcres la Sver.'.lorsk and Ch 17abi=sh and destroyed. Residents vers
ordered to tu. s 12 food stocha is their he=ses.buying agrie ltural products fram farmers. Residents were ssrnei cgai st

:. .6. 1=bor .

'

' . -.

:
In this 5 i= 1956 there vere military pe'rsonner ft== various ar::

.

7 units andWith the= 16 lab =r batta11c=s of about 1,000 men each vere activated.ar=s.
There vers also 25,000 Soviet soldiers of General Vlaser, who had collaborated

-

vith the Ge.~a=s. These twa vere actually considered as prisoners and vare '
.likewise orgn=1:ed int:> 1aber battalions. In addition, about 60,000 Soyist

-i
*-|

convicts of both sexes vere employed in the poject.
.. . . . . .

,

',\
.

.

.~~'{. fev Personalities =s_ c- ndentiem ' ' ' ' " ' ''
-

."~ "" ..

9-
..

s. -

m/A
:;..

-
'.

,

.

B. securi y *
-.

'

Strict securit} observed. Hovement was restricted in the vicinity of the plast.,
'

De surrounding fexces were considerably r==oved fr== the entoWoe itoel.f,but the eztrasces vers oder per:nment s:llita.y gu.ards, Special passes reqd red,
9. Visits by A=erican ama/= vertern otservern '

'

. . . . .

i
--

t
n/A . . s. .:. . ..'

|,* .
_. ; '.. . , ,, .

,;_
*

3 Photos Available
,

, . ** .,. ,

.- 1 .'- '-
*

gjg
.- t.*p

,

.
.
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' s : ~-

-
. - . .

,- g
...__ . . .... . - . . . - . . . - - -- ~- _.. .. . . . .. - --

-.
__ ___ . . _ . - -

. . . 
• COll•t.-ui:t!.01i or t:e shop• V1U t'1.ni1b.ed a~ tbo bu1ldu:.g or cach•:,a tO\DdAt1.cms s-t.~.Al'd & to>J dxi• be!o:·• 1:1!c:-~ut len th• c:.a::;>S the,e !Otllld.Atiou vent l. 'b,- ~ or 0,80 by l,50 n. . 

All~-~ ~ vere, e-octric:tl.ly 11&':ltcd. Steel 't.~k.et• vere c.a.a~ 1s the valla or th.ct l.a..-g• &hop, vh.ic:h sher.ad po1us1bl:'-8u;>;xr.:-t • "-, ~!.1D 0 f C--a»e I ; 
'!!:l, t!l.!:.bea» o!' ~ v.ul.s (eo!Uistillg er the rock bd co:cret.e c~ti::g) bet-.; ~ •"'• c~Oin vu a;;z:: ox. 5 c.. ,.. 

--. --It is repo:-t~ ~• pu.l\t eo•t&i:..a AtC!!:!ie pUe.s a:a! cupplln ~- B-a-d:f o­log!~ hat!.tt.-t• Vi~ ~o-a.rl!.v, ca.t.eria..l=. ~• pl.:-: has bee~ :-e;,or...o~ . to be t:::IL:l\l!a.c:t~:.g c=?One~• !==- lltc::a.!.c Vil&pcr.a.s • ·,. h t:.s •~ - 0 or _958 ?n:::::::i .. ~• o~ ;,er,o-....:. ve:-e ox;,oaed. to rc.di=:ticr.i ud illJt.:..-ed u ~ result t,'! ~ e~lcs!.os o.t ~ 1';yab'tj"?! pl.:1.:t. b ea:J,.: Oe-:cbe:- 1959, a.11 A~c:lic 'ta:rt re?Qr"...ocU,:r toox pl::.e9 ~ t:"~~. Arte_r .... o ~st, f!"',,.-.. t'occ;'t~!• cu i:::eat, .1"1Dh A:l.d -n>r van, re:::r.red t:-c:::i t!).e retail o-:o:-ets a STer.J.~k .i.;:~ C!:.:!l,,,~i:•k a.lid ~e•tr07ed.. B.e•i~!ltu ve:--:e one~ t 'tt:..-:?:l !.. food Gt.oeb 1: • •ir ho-..>e • Res1dvs.t:i ve:-e 11-:z_~ ~;.t b cy ~ • ;:-! c~ -:1:...-....:. p:-::c ':lo:~ JI ~ r &...~ Ml • 

!n t=-!.: L~i !.: _956 •"'e~ vere c.1.llt.a...-:r pe~o?Uel' ~ -r:.riota a..-q UJU-::. a:c. 11--::.a,. \.'!~ 'tbe!:. 16 _o.bc:- bat~ic-J or ~bout 1 1000 ::20: eacll vere ci.cti~tesd.. '!'.!:en "e::, &l..=o 25 ,oco SOTi•". ciold.iers ot Ge~ra.l Vlaso-,, vl::o h:a.d c~~bora:t.ctd. v1.~ t:b.» ~:--&:1. ~••• D!ll vere a.c:-:t:Ally C-OJUi~red :, p:-iv~en a.l:.d var llk.evi•• cr.-o-t::.i~r! 1:A-:.:> l.a.bm- batt.alia:::u. In a.di!.i~io:a, about 60,000 SoTiet C0'?1Y'1C:-:IJ c: b::r..!l u:•• ve:,, e=:pl.oyed u the -1?"0 c:t. . ~ _ ··-· 
- .. :· . - ...... . 

8. Secu:!.~ 

:;. 

S~ic-t •ec:\irl ty o:i2e?"Ted. J.krve~!!t '-~• rest~e-4"..e 1:a the Tie!.:,..!~ o!' tho pl.a.3t 6, ~ su.-:-o:ad.!llg re ere eo-_s!de~lJ' • e::.o"'et rrc:: the ~?l':o~CHr 1 t&>~l:-, but t!i• ei"::"'2.:e:21 ve::--, t---do:- ~~e:at. ~~ ~--~ S~e~ ~s.ea nr~..:!:-ed, .. -·-V1ait• 
' . ..... 
i . . '· .... n/A . : 

. :. .. . 

. .. 
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