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FOIA Case: 84468

12 August 2021

JOHN GREENEWALD

Dear John Greenewald :

This is a final response to your Freedom of Informat ion Act (FOIA) request of 17 May 2016 for

"the last 5 issues of the NSA publicat ion, SIDToday. You can include the last 5 issues of SIDToday that

were published from the date of NSA processing this FOIA request .� As stated in our init ial response to

you , dated 20 May 2016 , this request was assigned Case Number 84468. A copy of your request is

enclosed. Your request has been processed under the FOIA and some of the documents you requested are

enclosed . Certain informat ion, however , has been protected in the enclosures and 1 document ( 3 pages)

has been withheld in its ent irety.

Some of the withheld informat ion has been found to be current ly and properly classified in
accordance with Execut ive Order 13526. The informat ion meets the criteria for classificat ion as set forth

in Subparagraph (c ) of Sect ion 1.4 and remains classified SECRET as provided in Sect ion 1.2 of

Execut ive Order 13526. The informat ion is classified because its disclosure could reasonably be expected

to cause serious damage to the nat ional security. Because the informat ion is current ly and properly

classified , it is exempt from disclosure pursuant to the first exempt ion of the FOIA ( 5 U.S.C. Sect ion

552 (b ) ( 1) ) .

In addit ion , this Agency is authorized by various statutes to protect certain informat ion

concerning its act ivit ies. We have determ ined that such informat ion exists in these documents.

Accordingly, those port ions are exempt from disclosure pursuant to the third exempt ion of the FOIA,

which provides for the withholding of informat ion specifically protected from disclosure by statute. The

specific statutes applicable in this case are Tit le 18 U.S. Code 798 ; Tit le 50 U.S. Code 3024 ( i ) ; and

Sect ion 6 , Public Law 86-36 ( 50 U.S. Code 3605 ) .

Also , the names of NSA / CSS employees have been protected. This informat ion is exempt from

disclosure pursuant to the third exempt ion of the FOIA, which provides for the withholding of

informat ion specifically protected from disclosure by statute . The specific statute applicable in this case
is Sect ion 6 , Public Law 86-36 ( 50 U.S. Code 3605 ) .

Since these withholdings may be const rued as a part ial denial of your request, you are hereby
advised of this Agency’s appeal procedures.

You may appeal this decision . If you decide to appeal , you should do so in the manner out lined

below . NSA will endeavor to respond within 20 working days of receiving any appeal, absent any
unusual circumstances .



-

FOIA Case: 84468

& The appeal must be sent via U.S. postal mail, fax , or elect ronic delivery ( e -mail ) and

addressed to :

NSA FOIA / PA Appeal Authority (P132 )

Nat ional Security Agency

9800 Savage Road STE 6932

Fort George G. Meade, MD 20755-6932

The facsim ile number is 443-479-3612 .

The appropriate email address to subm it an appeal is FOIARSC@nsa.gov .

& It must be postmarked or delivered elect ronically no later than 90 calendar days from the

date of this let ter. Decisions appealed after 90 days will not be addressed .

& Please include the case number provided above.

& Please describe with sufficient detai l why you believe the denial of requested informat ion

was unwarranted .

You may also contact our FOIA Public Liaison at foialo@nsa.gov for any further assistance and

to discuss any aspect of your request. Addit ionally, you may contact the Office of Government

Informat ion Services ( OGIS) at the Nat ional Archives and Records Administ rat ion to inquire about the

FOIA mediat ion services they offer. The contact informat ion for OGIS is as follows:

Office of Government Informat ion Services

Nat ional Archives and Records Administ rat ion

8601 Adelphi Rd.- OGIS

College Park , MD 20740

ogis@nara.gov

877-684-6448

( Fax ) 202-741-5769

Sincerely,

for

hane Lukins

RONALD MAPP

Chief, FOIA /PA Division

NSA Init ial Denial Authority

Encls :

a / s



From :

Sent :

To :

Subject:

donot reply@nsa.gov

Tuesday, May 17, 2016 4:29 AM

donotreply@nsa.gov

FOIA Request (Web form subm ission )

Tit le : Mr.

Full Name : John Greenewald

email : john@greenewald.com

Company: The Black Vault

Postal State -prov: Cali fornia

Country: United States of America

Records Requested : To whom it may concern ,

This is a non -commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of Informat ion Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA

requester status as a "representat ive of the news media " however due to your agency’s denial of this status , I hereby
subm it this request as an " All other" requester.

I prefer elect ronic delivery of the requested material either via email to john@greenewald.com or via CD- ROM or DVD
via postal mail . Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge.

I respect fully request a copy of records, elect ronic or otherwise, of the last 5 issues of the NSA publicat ion , SIDToday .

You can include the last 5 issues of SIDToday that were published from the date of the NSA processing this FOIA request.

Thank you so much for your t ime, and I am very much looking forward to your response .

Sincerely,

John Greenewald , Jr.
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The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com
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UNCLASSIFIED TUN OTTICIAL USLUNDT ( b ) ( 3 ) -P.L. 86-36

UrbaNSAfari :(U) SIDToday

Find YourPark

FROM : (UTONO)

Run Date ( s ): 08 / 26 / 2016-08 / 27 /2016

( U ) The below art icle is unclassified .

Up unt i l recent ly, I lived my whole li fe thinking I was deprived -- because I believed |

had never been to a nat ional park . I thought hiking through a nat ional park meant I

had to go all the way to the Grand Canyon , to Yellowstone or to the Rocky

Mountains. Since visit ing a nat ional park in my mind seemed like such a big hurdle, I remained well

within my boundary lines , sandwiched between the city and the forest, in the land of Suburbia .

With the Nat ional Park Service celebrat ing its 100th birthday on August 25 ( yesterday) and the

celebrat ions last ing all year, I have discovered that going to a nat ional park is a lot closer than, say,

flying to Colorado or Arizona . In fact, you don’t even have to drive the 2-3 hours to the Shenandoah

Nat ional Park in Virginia to get your fi ll of nature!

If you have ever stepped foot on the Nat ional Mall,or visited any one of the Mall’s memorials or

monuments , then you have been to a nat ional park . If you have ever walked around Balt imore’s Inner

Harbor, a port ion of the Balt imore Nat ional Heritage Area , then you have been to a nat ional park . If you

have ever driven on the Balt imore-Washington Parkway,then you have been to nat ional park . For

everyone who drives Rt 295 each day, I hope this fun - fact makes your commute that much bet ter. And ,

i f you don’t believe me , visit : ht tps:/ / www.nps.gov/ bawa/ index.htm .

There are over 400 nat ional parks in the U.S. and since the Nat ional Park Service is celebrat ing their

100th birthday this year , the park service is encouraging ( and challenging) everyone to get outside and

explore a park near or far away through the #Find YourPark campaign. According to their website, this
is a movement about:

� Protect ing America’s t reasured places so they may be experienced now , and into the future

� Connect ing everyone from all backgrounds with our incomparable natural landscapes

birin felong relat ionships with our nat ional parks and creat ing the next great generat ion of

park visitors and stewards

In light of the Park Service’s birthday, I took the opportunity to visit the only nat ional park dedicated to

present ing the perform ing arts, Wolf Trap Nat ional Park,and did exact ly as the descript ion recommends

-- saw a concert (see photos ) . While the musicians and the music were great , this experience stood out

as unique because of the proxim ity to nature I felt the whole t ime . There was the harmony between the

wooded amphitheater and the woods , and the int imacy I felt from my seat on the grass with the stars in

the sky. As an UrbaNSAfari - ist, I enjoyed reflect ing on the irony that this was a t rue clash of what is
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Ops Messenger - ( U) SIDToday - UrbaNSAfari: Find Your Park

Do ID:6735988.L. 86-36

urban and the " safari."

Through t � e rest of the year,I plan to be more aware of the nat ional parks I come across -- parks such as

Meridian Mill Park anet Rock Creek Park -- and perhaps even count my stop on the MARC train in

Greenbelt ( ht tps:/ / www.nps.gov/ gree/ index.htm ). Challenging myself to not only #Find YourPark,but

eventually! #Find Yourparks.

21 likes 21people like this

3k hits

Print Share Feedback

UrbaNSAfari Art icle Series RSS

� (U UrbaN� Afari:Navigat ing the Potomac (and Gri lling ) on a Yacht

Ur� aN� Afari - Shakespeare in the City

( U UrbaNSAfari : Trivia Time!

� (U UrbaNSAfari: The # 1Big Room in America

UrbanSafari: UrbaNSAfari Cinderella

� (U ) OpsMessenger UrbaNSAfari: The Holidays in DC

� ( U ) |UrbanSAfari - the new Nat ional Museum of African American History and Culture

� ( U ) Ups Messenger UrbaNSAfari:What do Rocket Sight ings and Wine Tast ings have

in common?:

( U ) UrbaNSAfari: Finding New Restaurants and Food -Related Experiences Around the

DMV

� (U ) SIDToday UrbaNSAfari :Get t ing Around in DC -- Not Impossible

� More
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. (U ) 2018 Occupant Protect ion Exercises - REMINDER

� (U )Don’t Miss Out! 4th Quarter FY18 Directorate ofOperat ions (DO) Shadowing Program

� (U ) In Case You Missed It - Round Table’s Most Popular Quest ions from 24 June to 10 July 2018

� (U ) Leadership Points of View :Staying Calm in the Face of At tack - A Message from the Deputy

Technical Director of Operat ions

� (USTOVO) New TOPI in Town , CSG SOCOM Completes Product Phasing

� (U ) NEWS ALERT! Feds Feed Families 2018 is FINALLY HERE!

� (U ) Pedest rian Traffic Change at NSAW / Big Four - Effect ive Immediately !

� (U ) Reflect ions in a Farewell to OPS - A Message from theFormer Assistant Deputy Director of

Operat ions

� (U ) Save the Dates! Four "Technical Career Panel Discussion " Events are Com ing Soon !

� (U ) Signal VS.Noise: At the Corner of Logic and Common Sense

� More
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Doc ID: 6735983

UNCLASSIFIED

( U / FOVO ) SIDToday - The Most Popular

Round Table Quest ion : What To Do When You

Get a Suspicious Black Phone Call

( b ) ( 3 ) -P.L. 86-36
FROM : (UTOUG Stats provided by

Run Date ( s ) : 08/ 29/ 2016

(USCOLA ) Round Table’s most popular quest ion overall ( 61 votes

and 2,113 views ) from 10 Aug to 24 Aug was this one : ROUND TABLE

(U ) Suspicious Black Phone Call -Who should it be reported to and what informat ion

should be gathered from the caller ?

( U) I received a black phone call yesterday on my private black line ( a 688- prefix ) from an

unknown caller ( number was blocked ) . The caller ident i f ied herself as " Julia Miller " ( likely

a fake name ) , stated that she was calling from Germany, and that she was doing research on

special agents for a PTSD support group . She then proceeded to start asking quest ions

regarding PTSD about me and my spouse which I declined to answer .

( U) It appears that my black phone number was dialed at random , as she did not ask for me

by name and would not specify who she was t rying to reach. The caller spoke with a heavy

foreign accent and refused to give me a call -back number. I poli tely told her that I was

unable to help her and hung up .I then reported this incident to the TD SSO who said he

would forward it to the office that invest igates these types of phone calls .

( U ) My quest ions are as follows:

1) Who / What office should this type of phone call be reported to ?

2 ) What type of informat ion should be gathered from the caller , i f possible ( i .e., name ,

phone number , etc. ) ?

( U OVO) To see the official answer to this quest ion from Security (marked with the red seal ) , click

on the link above .

O likes Login to SpySpace @ NSA to be the first person to like this

217 hits

Print Share Feedback

Suggested Art icles RSS
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� (U ) In Case You Missed It - Round Table’s Most Popular Quest ions from 10 May to 24 May 2018

� (U ) In Case You Missed - Round Table’s Most Popular Quest ions From 10 Apri l to 24 Apri l 2018

� (U ) In Case You Missed It - Round Table’s Most Popular Quest ions from 10 June to 24 June 2018

� (U ) In Case You Missed It - Round Table’s Most Popular Quest ions from 24 June to 10 July 2018

� (U / TODO) In Case You Missed It - Round Table’s Most Popular Quest ions from 24 May to 10

June 2018

� (UTO00 ) In Case You Missed It - Round Table’s Most Popular Quest ions from 24 Apri l to 10

May 2018

� (U ) Meet ing Monday on 21May - " The ABC’s of NSA’s Collaborat ive Plat forms"

� More
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Doc ID : 6735985

( b ) ( 3 ) -P.L. 86-36

UNCLASSIFIED

Annapolis( U) SID Today - Jaunts With

Rocks, on the Appalachian Trai l

FROM : ( U / TALO

Run Date ( s ): 08/ 29/ 2016

( U) This art icle is unclassified in its ent irety. For larger views of the photos , just click on them .

" Keep close to Nature’s heart ... and break clear away, once in awhile, and climb a mountain or spend a

week in the woods . Wash your spiri t clean ." ~ John Muir, American Naturalist ( 1838-1914 )

For almost any hiker in the East , the Appalachian Trai l (AT) has a curious draw . Many NSAers have

spent their weekends hiking port ions of the t rai l , although I haven’t done that . Instead , I’ve read Bill

Bryce’s book , " A Walk in the Woods , " detai ling his AT experiences ( followed by the movie in 2015 ).

We picked up the AT near Boonsboro , off of U.S. 40 ( exit 42 off of I -70 ) , but for our planned hike , the

AT was simply a means to an end , vs. the ent ire point , as it was for the several " nobo" ( north bound )

through -hikers we encountered . We were headed to Annapolis Rocks. From the parking lot , head

toward the old US 40 pavement , then take a sharp left. Very quickly, you can hear 1-70 traffic. In a

m inute or two , the AT 1-70 overpass comes into view ; turn right , following the AT north .

MALACSBAN TRAKRE

Although you parallel 1-70 for a few minutes , soon you veer away from the highway, and start the uphill

port ion of the hike .

The hardest part of the hike is about a quarter m ile in -- that ’s when you do the full elevat ion in roughly

half a m ile , but you’re st i ll fresh and have a lot of energy. The good news : i t ’s doable , even for those less

than opt imally fi t .
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The tree cover provides plenty of relief from the warm summer sun as the t rai l levels off and allowing

you to cool off from the exert ion .However , there are plenty of patches not fully shaded , so prepare

accordingly.

After that ascent , i t ’s about another half m ile of short rises and descents . Once you see the neighboring

ridge lines to the right , you are on the ridge and it is easy walking to Annapolis Rocks . It ’s well marked ,

but you do turn left off of the AT to head to Annapolis Rocks ; from that point , you again follow the blue

blazes. At this point , you will pass the " caretaker’s " campsite as well as , slight ly further on , a privy --

convenient for those early morning hikers st i ll processing their two cups of coffee !
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( b ) ( 3 ) -P.L. 86-36

Short ly after the privy, you come to Annapolis Rocks . The view is well worth the ascent ! You can see

west to Greenbrier Lake ( in Greenbrier State Park ) as well as northwest over the Cumberland Valley.

Don’t go on this hike for soli tude -- you just won’t find it . Annapolis Rocks is one of the most popular

day- hikes in the region ,and for good reason : the view is amazing .

I read the reviews of this hike on several forums, and there were a lot of comments about the li t ter.

Since that ’s a pet peeve of m ine, I braced myself for the worst . But the worst never came. The trai l was

clean and li t ter free, although we did come upon the caretaker, and he had a grocery bag fi lled with

bot t les and such , so it ’s through the efforts of Good Samaritans like him that the t rai l is so enjoyable.

You’ll also not ice several areas, immediately adjacent to Annapolis Rocks , that are fenced off. We are

loving Annapolis Rocks to death -- ki lling the t rees and plants immediately around the area . In 2002 , a

commit tee formed to address the problem , result ing in camp sites being located away from immediately

adjacent Annapolis Rocks and the two privies being installed . The area is recovering quite nicely --

vegetat ion is again growing back .
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While on the hike , get t ing there, keep a lookout for the beauty around yo� . "It appears in s� all ways ,

from the toad hopping across the t rai l to mushrooms and wildflowers.
( b ) ( 3 ) -P.L . 86-36

Know before you go : The distance is 4.9 m iles round t rip, with an elevat ion gain of 875 ft.You can

expect the hike to take you 2.5 to 3 hours .

Get t ing there: The trai lhead is located off US 40 , just east of Greenbrier State Park . From I - 70 , take

exit 42 onto MD Rt 17 North . Follow into Meyersvi lle and as Rt 17 turns right , unt i l you come to US 40

west . The parking area is located on the south side of Route 40 (left side heading west, right side

heading east).The only real good ident ifying sign is a Smokey Bear fire - condit ion sign across from the

parking area . From the parking lot , head to the west side of the lot where you will f ind a t rai l sign .

Follow the blue blazes a short distance unt i l you meet with the Appalachian Trai l wear the 1-70

overpass . Turn right ( heading north ) onto the AT and proceed.

Hours : Dawn through dusk .

Dogs : Pract ically mandatory !

Please check out my blog on the outside , MidAt lant icDayTrips.blogspot .ca� � for more day t rip

dest inat ions !
V

MALACHTANTRA

The Annapolis Rocks/ AT-t rai l head

( U / CAW ) Note : SIDtoday is a forum for open communicat ions. The views expressed in art icles are those of

the person ( s ) or organizat ion listed in the byline; they are.piot necessari ly the official, corporate stance of the

SIGINT Directorate (messages from SID leadership excluded )
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Jaunts with Jody 2015-2016 Art icle Series RSS

� (U ) Ops Messenger - Jaunts with

� (U ) Ops Messenger - Jaunts with

� (U ) Ops Messenger - Jaunts With

� (U ) Ops Messenger - Jaunts With

Civi l War bat t lefield sites in Virginia

Two Winter Day Trip Dest inat ions You Shouldn’t Miss !

-Head Up North to [Re]Discover New York City

Biking Before the Snow Falls
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� (U ) Ops Messenger - Jaunts With The Scariest Place,in the Region !!!
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Shepherds

� (U ) Leadership Points of View : Three Catchphrases for Success - A Message from the Act ing
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UNCLASSIFIED ( b ) ( 3 ) -P.L. 86-36

( U) SIDtoday Final Art icle: A Simple " Thank

You !"

FROM : (Urodo , The SID Comms Staff ( S0121)

Run Date ( s ): 08/ 30/ 2016

(URO ) Dear readers, today officially marks the final day of publicat ion for

SIDtoday. ( The Directorate of Operat ions organizat ion will have a newslet ter

called Ops Messenger, which will kick off start ing tomorrow) .

t oday (U DALE)SIDtoday had its humble beginnings with this art icle in 2003

( which , by chance, ran on Apri l Fools Day) . Over the past 13 and a half years

and 6,765 art icles, it has been a great honor for us to serve as the caretakers of SIDtoday.

SID

(UFOLO) In case you were wondering, as far as we can tell, the most widely read SIDtoday art icle of

all t ime was this one from 2013 offering very pract ical advice : "I Wish I’d known that YEARS

Ago !" -- Tiny URLs, and Removing Yourself from a Dist ro.That one received almost 32,000 hits . The

most " liked " art icle of all t ime , with 259 likes after it was reposted on The Daily Enterprise, was this

one : " The’Reply -All Funct ion in Out look : Please Use with Caut ion." ( It seems the most popular

art icles had to do with lim it ing the amount of email you receive !

(UMNOUS ) On behalf of the Comms Staff past and present, we extend a sincere " thank you " to the

thousands of NSAers who contributed art icles to SIDtoday, with a special thanks to our regular

columnists. Thank you also to readers who sent in comments telling us what you liked and what

changes you’d like to see -- that kind of feedback makes all the difference. If you have any part ing

thoughts about SIDtoday, please post them on the SIDtoday Blog.

( U ) Thank you for 13 great years !

-- The SID Comms Staff
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