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  ExGOP#TrumpOwnsMedia @KathrynCroft • USA • Dec 13 • 06:49 am
 
.@realDonaldTrump The ONLY WAY IS TO Divest .@OfficeGovEthics
#Trump=Nixon=PutinsPuppet https://t.co/zKKwPjQWq3
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  PlaneJane @planejane36 • Dec 13 • 06:35 am
 
RT @tweet4civicact: Will our leaders recognize dangers of this? @NancyPelosi
@JohnKerry @TheChrisSuprun @OfficeGovEthics @RepCummings @SenJ…
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  Y田貫 @gaming_oldman • JPN • Dec 13 • 06:27 am
 
@usoge よくあるよね(笑)
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  Mia Massicotte @MiaMassicotte • Dec 13 • 06:20 am
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  Cheryl Springfels @springfels • USA • Dec 13 • 01:17 am
 
Hello...these are "#deals" - continued foreign debt - collecting rent - hiring -
hotel guests @OfficeGovEthics… https://t.co/BbvTDFbGuz
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  Corey B. @Coreybez1 • USA • Dec 13 • 01:17 am
 
RT @hudsonyes03161: @epeakin @Coreybez1 @wolfblitzer @BernieSanders
@jaketapper @NancyPelosi @CIA @FBI @USGAO @OfficeGovEthics
@NBCNews @AB…
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  Hudson @hudsonyes03161 • Dec 13 • 01:09 am
 
@epeakin @Coreybez1 @wolfblitzer @BernieSanders @jaketapper
@NancyPelosi @CIA @FBI @USGAO @OfficeGovEthics @NBCNews
@ABCPolitics @CBSNews
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  One United @tweet4civicact • Dec 13 • 01:08 am
 
Will our leaders recognize dangers of this? @NancyPelosi @JohnKerry
@TheChrisSuprun @OfficeGovEthics @RepCummings…
https://t.co/ostcKngaAB
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Hudson @hudsonyes03161 • Dec 13 • 01:07 am
 
@epeakin @POTUS @CIA @ElectoralCollge @OfficeGovEthics
@GOPoversight @OversightDems @SenSchumer @SenJohnMcCain
@LindseyGrahamSC
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  Susan Woods @EarthAbides • Dec 13 • 12:56 am
 
RT @realNikiBowen: .@realDonaldTrump @OfficeGovEthics What do you
mean by no NEW deals? There are still EXISTING matters, correct? What
abo…
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  Hudson @hudsonyes03161 • Dec 13 • 12:53 am
 
@Shareblue @USGAO @ElectoralCollge @OfficeGovEthics @GOPoversight
@OversightDems @SenSchumer @KellyannePolls @SenJohnMcCain
@LindseyGrahamS…
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  Starchild @SpartanBusiBee • USA • Dec 13 • 12:49 am
 
RT @PaulBlu: The Office of Government Ethics sent out a string of weird
tweets today trolling Donald Trump https://t.co/lB3FLzYi1J
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  Becky B @nidula_b • Dec 13 • 12:46 am
 
RT @OfficeGovEthics: New! OGE profile explains how we prevent
#ConflictsOfInterest in the executive branch. https://t.co/2ZzHknkGWm https:/
…
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  quizquest @quizquest • USA • Dec 13 • 12:44 am
 
Seriously. .@OfficeGovEthics https://t.co/Jy0RgwydE4
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@SenateMajLdr #ConMan
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  just thinking @isawthesethings • USA • Dec 13 • 12:10 am
 
@businessinsider Not enough. Let @OfficeGovEthics know we stand behind
them in their call for #divestdonald! #EmolumentsClause
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  Remember Benghazi! @Kegan05 • USA • Dec 13 • 12:09 am
 
explain how he was divesting himself of various business entanglements.
#Trump suddenly canceling the event in question." @OfficeGovEthic…
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Marc Bassets @marcbassets • Dec 13 • 12:01 am
 
en una serie de provocativos mensajes el 30 de noviembre, el @OfficeGovEthics
indicó qué debía hacer DT para deshac… https://t.co/zwU79Kup7…
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  Sunny @manorvile_sunny • USA • Dec 12 • 11:57 pm
 
RT @OfficeGovEthics: Tomorrow brings the first of three riddles. Our annual
#poem on #HolidayGifts may help decode them. https://t.co/PZ1tj…
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  Sarah Buttenwieser @standshadows • Dec 12 • 11:47 pm
 
RT @isawthesethings: RT to let @OfficeGovEthics we stand behind them in
their #divestdonald demand. Only liquidation will solve #Emoluments…
 
Tag | Translate | Share
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  (((PropMan))) @PropMan_ • Dec 12 • 10:27 pm
 
@ToneLocNV @justkelly_ok @eclecticbella @OfficeGovEthics
@realDonaldTrump oh, so they should lose their job for being on Twitter?
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Sarah S F.MD @RedRoadRail • USA • Dec 12 • 10:17 pm
 
RT @OfficeGovEthics: New! OGE profile explains how we prevent
#ConflictsOfInterest in the executive branch. https://t.co/2ZzHknkGWm https:/
…
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  Cheryl Springfels @springfels • USA • Dec 12 • 10:10 pm
 
RT to keep #fraud & #EmolumentsClause clause at top of news cycles. Stand
with @OfficeGovEthics who are cal… https://t.co/0nT5zJ73yz
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Tangerine Manchurian @TAbsurdity • Dec 12 • 10:09 pm
 
@OfficeGovEthics @realDonaldTrump DIVEST? AIN'T GONNA HAPPEN.
"GUESS WHAT POOT OL'BUDDY? TILLERSON IS IN! DRILL BAB…
https://t.co/w7l2hrFs8…
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  Paul Pruett @fessparker1960 • USA • Dec 12 • 10:05 pm
 
RT @Bwana86: @Green_Footballs pretty sure they are trolling Rump
@OfficeGovEthics @realDonaldTrump
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https://t.co/WeFY4kzJe6 via @msnbc
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  Kate Krival @Kate__Krival • USA • Dec 12 • 09:46 pm
 
RT @OfficeGovEthics: An inside look at a virtual session w/ Kenyan officials.
OGE's Institute for Ethics in Govt shares training vids at ht…
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  Hudson @hudsonyes03161 • Dec 12 • 09:45 pm
 
@chicagotribune @IvankaTrump #womenthatwork @realDonaldTrump
@OfficeGovEthics @#grabyourwallet @NBCNightlyNews @KellyannePolls
@GOPoversigh…
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Aymee @hernanaym • Dec 12 • 09:42 pm
 
.@johnpodesta @CIA @OfficeGovEthics @OversightDems @GOPoversight
@LorettaLynch @ForeignAffairs @DHSgov… https://t.co/aqXunIhKRn
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  TLD @TinaDuryea • Dec 12 • 09:32 pm
 
RT @LetaHong: What do you say now that Trump is not divesting
@OfficeGovEthics? https://t.co/qttkjLCOwJ
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  Performance Poets @perfpoets • GBR • Dec 12 • 09:30 pm
 
RT @OfficeGovEthics: Tomorrow brings the first of three riddles. Our annual
#poem on #HolidayGifts may help decode them. https://t.co/PZ1tj…
 
Tag | Translate | Share









Trump to make a clean break. Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, a vice
chairman of Trump's transition team, has said voters knew Trump wa…
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  True Viral News ( 1 other source ) • USA • Dec 13 • 02:28 am
 
Why All Billionaire Politicians Are Not Created Equal
 
Trump Tower), but the president cannot, however, recuse himself from
interactions with foreign governments that may have dealings with Trum…
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  True Viral News ( 65 other sources ) • USA • Dec 13 • 02:28 am
 
Donald Trump faces 3 possible conflicts if he keeps businesses, say ethics
experts
 
monitoring ethics is pushing for far more. The Office of Government Ethics
tweeted recently about Trump, “We can’t repeat enough how good
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  News Radio WGMD 92.7 ( 5 other sources ) • USA • Dec 13 • 02:00 am
 
STAYING IN THE FAMILY Trump says he will hand business off to eldest
sons
 
monitoring ethics is pushing for far more. The Office of Government Ethics
tweeted recently about Trump, “We can’t repeat enough how good
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  Yahoo! News ( 305 other sources ) • USA • Dec 13 • 01:04 am
 
Trump invites trouble if he keeps businesses: ethics experts
 



ventures. Newt Gingrich, a vice chairman of Trump's transition team, said
voters knew Trump was a billionaire businessman when they electe…
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  Mic • USA • Dec 12 • 10:39 pm
 
Donald Trump defies promise to resolve conflicts of interest before electors
vote
 
unethical behavior. After Trump tweeted the press conference plans, the
executive branch's Office of Government Ethics trolled him in a
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  ThinkProgress • USA • Dec 12 • 10:36 pm
 
Trump postpones press conference on business conflicts until after Electoral
College meets
 
avoid an illegal conflict has also endorsed by the Office of Government Ethics.
Trump is actively seeking money from foreign governments,
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  MSN.com • USA • Dec 12 • 10:36 pm
 
Donald Trump’s Wealthy Cabinet Picks to Undergo Financial Scrutiny He
Didn’t Face
 
from both the federal Office of Government Ethics and the ethics officer of the
agency a nominee would lead. Even as Mr. Trump resists a
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  Long Beach City College Viking ( 1 other source ) • USA • Dec 12 • 08:51
pm
 
Donald Trump Delays Plans To Resolve His Conflicts Of Interest
 



as he had promised. Trump said on Nov. 30 that he would hold “a major news
conference in New York City” to explain how he’d leave his Trump
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  The Advertiser (AP) ( 26 other sources ) • USA • Dec 12 • 07:32 pm
 
Trump postpones decision on business dealings
 
." USA TODAY Office of Government Ethics gushes over Trump in tweetstorm
Ethics watchdogs have repeatedly called on Trump to divest his
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  New York Post • USA • Dec 12 • 07:10 pm
 
Trump delays news conference about his vast business ties
 
. The Office of Government Ethics has publicly pressed the president-elect for a
“total divestiture” from his businesses. Trump announced
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  MiamiHerald.com ( 25 other sources ) • USA • Dec 12 • 06:56 pm
 
Trump postpones announcement on how he will handle his businesses, reports
say
 
U.S. Office of Government Ethics sent out a string of tweets praising Trump’s
decision to divest from his business interests, though Trump
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Greensboro News & Record ( 12 other sources ) • USA • Dec 12 • 06:38
pm
 
Donald Trump invites trouble if he keeps businesses: ethics experts
 
a condo in a Trump building put the president in violation? What if a foreign
government official greenlighted one of Trump's projects in
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  CBS 58 News ( 30 other sources ) • USA • Dec 12 • 05:53 pm
 
Trump says He's Turning Away 'Billions' but has 'The Right' to Do Business
Deals
 
full divestiture is Trump's best decision, too. Last month, the Office of
Government Ethics sent a burst of tweets cheering Trump should he
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Yahoo! Finance • USA • Dec 12 • 02:25 pm
 
How Trump's wealthy cabinet picks can avoid a massive tax bill ... for now
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  AP (Hosted) • USA • Dec 12 • 01:15 pm
 
THE RACHEL MADDOW SHOW for December 9, 2016, MSNBC - Part 2
 
a cabinet position in the new Trump administration, get offered a cabinet
position in the new Trump administration once Trump was elected.
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  AP (Hosted) ( 2 other sources ) • USA • Dec 12 • 01:15 pm
 
Trump's Cabinet Picks Draw Controversy; Interview with Rep. Marsha
Blackburn; Interview with Janet Napolitano. Aired 8-8:30a ET
 
- TRUMP: Do you like it so far, everybody? (APPLAUSE) SERFATY: --
president-elect Donald Trump defending his cabinet appointments. TRUM…
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  Amelia Gibson @AmeliaNGibson • USA • Dec 5 • 06:58 am
 
RT @Khanoisseur: Whoever's behind these @OfficeGovEthics tweets trolling
Trump's "divestiture" deserves a raise https://t.co/bPRQvosRAR
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  Rhae Marie  @ginou1010 • USA • Dec 5 • 06:53 am
 
RT @ANN35744238: @USGAO @usgaolegal @OfficeGovEthics
@attorneygeneral Unacceptable behavior/actions. https://t.co/OAMuQXhxV8
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  Elfi Chmela @EChmela • Dec 5 • 05:42 am
 
@OfficeGovEthics @realDonaldTrump 15th is too late HELP
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  terra @heylika • Dec 5 • 04:39 am
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  twolittlestars @twolittlestars • USA • Dec 5 • 12:26 am
 
@LindseyGrahamSC @SenatorTimScott @RepJoeWilson @jasoninthehouse
@GOPoversight @OfficeGovEthics Daily Reminder https://t.co/owKCh1O68k
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Justin Yost @justinyost • USA • Dec 5 • 12:20 am
 
RT @JZdziarski: Irony of the day: It’s probably ethically wrong and a conflict
of interest for @OfficeGovEthics to be singing the praises o…
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  twolittlestars @twolittlestars • USA • Dec 5 • 12:13 am
 
@jasoninthehouse @GOPoversight @OfficeGovEthics Time to #DoYourJob
https://t.co/u15DtnUxJ0
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  twolittlestars @twolittlestars • USA • Dec 5 • 12:11 am
 
@jasoninthehouse @GOPoversight @OfficeGovEthics What's it going to take
for our Reps to protect our country?… https://t.co/ITadJRjKj6
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  Cherie Burbach @brrbach • USA • Dec 5 • 12:08 am
 
And @OfficeGovEthics @SpeakerRyan are ok with this?
https://t.co/yguzXGrZWN
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  Sherry Rudman @sherryrudman1 • Dec 4 • 11:49 pm
 









Someone in government with ethics? I… https://t.co/GtL6vS8ZH4
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  Bill Both @BCISLEMAN • CAN • Dec 4 • 08:45 pm
 
Via @NPR: Not A Hack: U.S. Office Of Government Ethics Tweets At Trump
https://t.co/jbtu2HRURe Trump Ethics Snarked On Twitter
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  twolittlestars @twolittlestars • USA • Dec 4 • 08:42 pm
 
RT @KathyNeeds: #Republicans @TheJusticeDept @HouseDemocrats
@SenateDems @HouseGOP @SenateGOP @realDonaldTrump
@OfficeGovEthics WE NEED TR…
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  ANN @ANN35744238 • Dec 4 • 08:35 pm
 
@fshakir @OfficeGovEthics @NancyPelosi @SenatorBoxer @SenatorCardin
https://t.co/6YyevaN4tL
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  Rick Cooley @cooleyrj • Dec 4 • 08:34 pm
 
The Office of Government Ethics is messaging Trump on his 'total' divestiture ...
via Twitter? https://t.co/StqVpXWAxi
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  kolleenwilson @kolleenwilson • USA • Dec 4 • 08:15 pm
 
RT @OfficeGovEthics: .@realDonalTrump As we discussed with your counsel,
divestiture is the way to resolve these conflicts.
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you, very good for America!
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  Sami @msnaydani • CAN • Dec 4 • 06:17 pm
 
RT @KathyNeeds: #Republicans @TheJusticeDept @HouseDemocrats
@SenateDems @HouseGOP @SenateGOP @realDonaldTrump
@OfficeGovEthics WE NEED TR…
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Elizabeth Henry @HenryLeerhenry • USA • Dec 4 • 06:01 pm
 
Via @NPR: Not A Hack: U.S. Office Of Government Ethics Tweets At Trump
https://t.co/O53WDwSRLq
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  Boycott Trump/Scion! @KathyNeeds • Dec 4 • 05:55 pm
 
#Republicans @TheJusticeDept @HouseDemocrats @SenateDems
@HouseGOP @SenateGOP @realDonaldTrump @OfficeGovEthics WE NEED
TRUMP TAXES B4OATH
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Linda Bryan @stompintexan • Dec 4 • 05:55 pm
 
https://t.co/aCMt5Fcw6V @jasoninthehouse @realDonaldTrump
@OfficeGovEthics
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Linda Bryan @stompintexan • Dec 4 • 05:52 pm
 
https://t.co/uB3GIfEp6h #nevertrump @jasoninthehouse @OfficeGovEthics
#StillWithHer
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  Ed Pollio @edpollio • USA • Dec 4 • 05:50 pm
 
RT @OfficeGovEthics: .@realDonaldTrump this divestiture does what handing
over control could never have done.
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Michael K. Durand @mdurand1949 • USA • Dec 4 • 05:47 pm
 
RT @mdurand1949: @jasoninthehouse @OversightDems @RepDuckworth
@SenWarren @OfficeGovEthics @CIA @FTC @DHSgov @FEC
@KamalaHarris @tribelaw…
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  Michael K. Durand @mdurand1949 • USA • Dec 4 • 05:47 pm
 
@jasoninthehouse @OversightDems @RepDuckworth @SenWarren
@OfficeGovEthics @CIA @FTC @DHSgov @FEC @KamalaHarris…
https://t.co/hatkNnJmGx
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Universo @Guiller91337849 • Dec 4 • 05:35 pm
 
Via @NPR: Not A Hack: U.S. Office Of Government Ethics Tweets At Trump
https://t.co/viuVwyd3FH
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  Universo @Guiller91337849 • Dec 4 • 05:35 pm
 
Via @NPR: Not A Hack: U.S. Office Of Government Ethics Tweets At Trump
https://t.co/e81XVZFLfO
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  BlueHat @BlkHat • MWI • Dec 4 • 03:59 pm
 
@OfficeGovEthics @realDonaldTrump You people are retards, Judgment Is
Coming Soon, Repent To GOD & Ask JESUS CHRIST… https://t.co/
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  Philip Glick MD MBA @glicklab • USA • Dec 4 • 03:49 pm
 
.@officegovethics Not A Hack:US Office Of Government #Ethics Tweets
.@realDonaldTrump #OMG #OGE #divest #bravo… https://t.co/hGhZ6jv89w
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  ANN @ANN35744238 • Dec 4 • 03:48 pm
 
@nytimes @maggienyt @1MrChris @realDonaldTrump @funder
@puppymnkey #GrabYourWallet @OfficeGovEthics She has no reas…
https://t.co/qgkFbO1Zf…
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  Peter Miskelly @ylleksim • Dec 4 • 03:37 pm
 
RT @OfficeGovEthics: .@realDonaldTrump - we told your counsel we'd sing
your praises if you divested, we meant it.
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  Anton Schwartz @antonjazz • USA • Dec 4 • 03:36 pm
 
RT @OfficeGovEthics: .@realDonalTrump As we discussed with your counsel,
divestiture is the way to resolve these conflicts.
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  Tri-County Sun Times • USA • Dec 4 • 02:28 am
 
Voters leery that Trump will mix business with governing
 
Trump, unlike Romney did. The nonpartisan Office of Government Ethics said
in a statement it applauded Trump's aims, and recommended Trump
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  CelebCafe.org • USA • Dec 4 • 02:23 am
 
Trump leaving business empire to avoid conflicts
 
is exempt from its hate-speech rules – not even President-elect Donald Trump.
Trump did say on Wednesday that he will hold “a major news
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Junior College • USA • Dec 4 • 01:37 am
 
U.S. Office Of Government Ethics Tweets At Trump
 
. The tweets lavished sarcastic praise upon Trump for his decision to divest from
his own companies, except Trump has done nothing of the
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Tri-County Sun Times • USA • Dec 3 • 11:38 pm
 
Trump to Launch Thank You Tour in Ohio
 
that make up his global Trump Organization, as the U.S. Office of Government
Ethics subsequently acknowledged. Trump has previously said
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Tri-County Sun Times • USA • Dec 3 • 09:36 pm
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  PennLive.com • USA • Dec 3 • 08:00 am
 
Just like GE - is what's good for Trump good for America?: Tony May
 
of licensing or leasing the Trump name and brand. (Who, really, is in a rush to
stay at "the palace formerly owned by Trump?" Especially if
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Tri-County Sun Times • USA • Dec 3 • 08:00 am
 
Federal Ethics Agency Spent the Afternoon Sarcastically Praising Donald
Trump
 
. But the official Twitter account of the Office of Government Ethics responded
to Trump by congratulating him for something he didn't say
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  CNET.com • USA • Dec 3 • 08:00 am
 
Twitter was the place to be in 2016. Is that enough to save it?
 
woke up, Trump's exclamation point-laden outbursts were all anyone was
talking about. "I don't think you would see a Donald Trump candidac…
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Politico.com ( 18 other sources ) • USA • Dec 3 • 07:46 am
 
Trump could keep D.C. hotel despite conflict of interest
 
experts — and even the nonpartisan Office of Government Ethics — say that
won’t fix the problem unless Trump stops owning the properties to…
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 







taking gifts from foreign governments. Trump has framed his stated intention to
step back from the Trump Organization as something he is
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  Smithsonian • USA • Dec 2 • 03:24 pm
 
There’s a Department of Government Ethics? What Does it Do?
 
that a few hours later, the United States Office of Government Ethics (OGE)
began tweeting back at Trump, congratulating him on his “'total…
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  MSN.com ( 1 other source ) • USA • Dec 2 • 02:34 pm
 
Op-Ed: Why Trump should keep tweeting when he is president
 
Microsoft. Donald Trump's words as president-elect matter a great deal now
because those words suggest future policy decisions. Mr. Trump'…
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  FCW • USA • Dec 2 • 02:23 pm
 
Senators press GSA on Trump hotel lease
 
"since President-elect Trump announced his candidacy for president in
August2015." What steps GSA will take if Trump does not "divest his
 
Tag | Translate | Share

 

  AP (Hosted) ( 1 other source ) • USA • Dec 2 • 01:55 pm
 
Fifty-one days before he becomes President, Donald Trump says he will take
steps to distance himself from the business empire that bears h…
 
for Mister Trump to violate our Constitution. MAJOR GARRETT: After Mister
Trump`s announcement, the Office of Government Ethics tweeted, "
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  AP (Hosted) • USA • Dec 2 • 01:55 pm
 
Trump Team Pushes Ahead with Cabinet Picks as Trump Begins "Thank You"
Tour; Sanders: Trump Deal Endangers U.S. Jobs; Carrier:
 
say about Trump and Pence and why he believes this is happening. Take a
listen. (BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) MALVEAUX: And, Chuck, you were no
Trum…
 
Tag | Share

 

  AP (Hosted) • USA • Dec 2 • 01:50 pm
 
Jury Deciding Fate Of SC Officer; Trump Vows To Leave His Business To
Focus On Presidency; Early Trump Backers: Still On Board
 
Scott. Trump vows to stay out of business operations because for him, becoming
the President is far more important task. Trump supporters w…
 
Tag | Share

 

  Kobe 1450 ( 21 other sources ) • USA • Dec 2 • 01:06 pm
 
Donald Trump’s Options for Separating from His Businesses
 
, but put it in a blind trust. Alternatively, Trump could place the Trump
Organization and all other business interests into a blind trust…
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  Tri-County Sun Times • USA • Dec 2 • 12:10 pm
 
Federal ethics watchdog tweaks Trump with tweets about his business deals
 
The Office of Government Ethics has informed lawyers for President-elect
Donald Trump that only a divestiture of his financial stake in his
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  News-Talk 1110 & 99.3 WBT ( 8 other sources ) • USA • Dec 2 • 11:31 am
 
Donald Trump's Options for Separating from His Businesses
 
not communicate with Trump about business or investments. Experts say that
while this is the most ethical course of action, Trump would
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  Daily Kos • USA • Dec 2 • 10:36 am
 
High Impact Posts: December 1, 2016
 
past 2,500,000 while Trump's 'mandate' disappears Walter Einenkel 19:31 42 60
140 0.78 Carrier deal was a model of how Trump operates: In
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  STAT • USA • Dec 2 • 09:36 am
 
Pharmalot, Pharmalittle: Allergan CEO predicts Trump will be 'vicious' on drug
pricing
 
I worry pharma has false sense of relief or security because of a Trump
administration or Republican-controlled Congress. We have to realiz…
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  The Christian Science Monitor • USA • Dec 2 • 09:00 am
 
Could President Trump sell his business tax free?
 
elect Trump tweeted he would leave his businesses “in total” to reduce his
potential conflicts as President. The Office of Government Ethic…
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From: Walter M. Shaub
To: Seth Jaffe; David J. Apol
Subject: FW: Hatch Act Complaint -- FBI
Date: Monday, October 31, 2016 4:06:44 PM
Attachments: Hatch Act Complaint -- FBI.docx

 
 
From: Richard Painter [mailto ] 
Sent: Saturday, October 29, 2016 5:56 PM
To: ; Walter M. Shaub
Subject: Hatch Act Complaint -- FBI
 
Walter and Carolyn:
 
I attach as a Word document and paste in below, my complaint about apparent Hatch Act
violations and violations of OGE ethics rules by officials at the FBI.
 
sincerely,
 
Richard W. Painter
 
 
 
 

Richard W. Painter

University of Minnesota Law School

229 19th Avenue South

Minneapolis MN  55455

 

October 29, 2016

To the Office of Special Counsel and the Office of Government Ethics:

I write to request investigation of apparent violations of the Hatch Act by the Director and
perhaps other officials in the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in connection with highly
unusual public statements while voting is underway about the status of an investigation
concerning a political candidate, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.  I also request that
the Office of Government Ethics ask the FBI to conduct an internal investigation of whether
there has been misuse of official position, 5 CFR 2635.702.   Violations of the Hatch Act and of
this ethics rule are not permissible in any circumstances, including an executive branch official
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acting under pressure from persons such as the president and politically motivated members
of Congress.   Such violations are of even greater concern when the executive branch agency
is the FBI.

Some facts are public with respect to the FBI communication this week with certain members
of Congress concerning the investigation of emails sent and received by Secretary Clinton and
certain of her aides.  Those facts will not be recited here, and I am not personally familiar with
any nonpublic facts concerning this matter. 

I do not know whether the Director of the FBI personally wanted to influence the outcome of
an election, although the content and wording of this week’s letter is of concern.  I am also
concerned about the highly unusual public statements he made expressing his personal
opinion about Secretary Clinton’s actions, when he announced this past summer that the FBI
was concluding its investigation of her email.  But even absent a specific intent – or desire – of
an official to influence an election, I believe that the Hatch Act and ethics rule are violated if it
is obvious that the official’s actions could influence the election, there is not another good
reason for taking those actions, and the official is acting under pressure from persons who
obviously do want to influence the election.  To this last point, the fact that such other
persons exerting pressure on the official, including members of Congress or the president or
political operatives, are not subject to the Hatch Act or the OGE ethics rule, is irrelevant.  The
official still can violate the Hatch Act and the ethics rule in this situation.

Absent extraordinary circumstances justifying it, a public communication about a pending FBI
investigation involving a candidate for public office that is made on the eve of an election or,
as in this case, while voting is in progress, is very likely to be a violation of the Hatch Act.   It is
also a misuse of official position.  The fact that politically motivated members of Congress
want the communication to be made publicly only enhances the seriousness of the violation; it
is not an excuse.

This is clearly distinguishable from politically motivated policy decisions in particular matters,
such as decisions to spend government money to create jobs in an election year.   Such
decisions, even if they influence elections, are not generally violations of the Hatch Act.  
Official actions specifically intended to communicate publicly a connection between policy
decisions and a candidate – such as a Department of Transportation announcement of a major
project in a Congressman’s district on the eve of an election, at a ceremony attended by the
Congressman and Department officials – would be highly problematic and border on
violations of the Act depending upon proximity to the election.   Decisions about particular
party matters including investigations and litigation, in which candidates are the particular
parties, are even more problematic.  These particular party matters must be handled with
considerable care in order not to violate the Hatch Act or the ethics rule.   That clearly was not
done here.



Director Comey’s actions in communicating about the investigation the way he did, appear to
put him and others at the FBI in a position of violating the Hatch Act.   Various members of
Congress may be complicit in these actions, but the actions are still those of officials at the
FBI.  Unless remedial action is taken, there is likely to be a continuing violation of the Hatch
Act up through Tuesday November 8. 

The same is true with respect to the OGE ethics rule prohibiting misuse of official position. 
The misuse of position might be at the behest of or because of pressure exerted by members
of Congress who are using their office for partisan political gain, but it is still a misuse of
position at the FBI.

This is no trivial matter -- the Department of Justice reports to the President.  Both the
Attorney General and the FBI Director are appointed by the President.  They also report to
Congress in its oversight function.  We cannot allow these officials, absent a compelling
reason, to publicize pending investigations concerning candidates of either party while an
election is underway.   That is an abuse of power.  Although there is no evidence of abuse of
presidential power here, this precedent will invite such abuse in the future.  Your offices
should take appropriate action without delay.

 

Very truly yours,

/s/

Richard W. Painter



From: Rodgers, Janice (JMD)
To: Seth Jaffe
Subject: Re: Hatch Act Complaint
Date: Monday, October 31, 2016 4:41:24 PM

Seth, thank you-

Janice M. Rodgers, Director
Departmental Ethics Office
Department of Justice

On Oct 31, 2016, at 4:27 PM, Seth Jaffe <sjaffe@oge.gov<mailto:sjaffe@oge.gov>> wrote:

Janice,

Per you request.

Thanks,
Seth

Seth H. Jaffe
Chief, Ethics Law & Policy Branch
U.S. Office of Government Ethics
(202) 482-9303

From: Richard Painter [mailto ]
Sent: Saturday, October 29, 2016 5:56 PM
To: <mailto: >; Walter M. Shaub
Subject: Hatch Act Complaint -- FBI

Walter and Carolyn:

I attach as a Word document and paste in below, my complaint about apparent Hatch Act violations and violations
of OGE ethics rules by officials at the FBI.

sincerely,

Richard W. Painter

Richard W. Painter

University of Minnesota Law School

229 19th Avenue South

Minneapolis MN  55455
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October 29, 2016

To the Office of Special Counsel and the Office of Government Ethics:

I write to request investigation of apparent violations of the Hatch Act by the Director and perhaps other officials in
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in connection with highly unusual public statements while voting is
underway about the status of an investigation concerning a political candidate, former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton.  I also request that the Office of Government Ethics ask the FBI to conduct an internal investigation of
whether there has been misuse of official position, 5 CFR 2635.702.   Violations of the Hatch Act and of this ethics
rule are not permissible in any circumstances, including an executive branch official acting under pressure from
persons such as the president and politically motivated members of Congress.   Such violations are of even greater
concern when the executive branch agency is the FBI.

Some facts are public with respect to the FBI communication this week with certain members of Congress
concerning the investigation of emails sent and received by Secretary Clinton and certain of her aides.  Those facts
will not be recited here, and I am not personally familiar with any nonpublic facts concerning this matter.

I do not know whether the Director of the FBI personally wanted to influence the outcome of an election, although
the content and wording of this week’s letter is of concern.  I am also concerned about the highly unusual public
statements he made expressing his personal opinion about Secretary Clinton’s actions, when he announced this past
summer that the FBI was concluding its investigation of her email.  But even absent a specific intent – or desire – of
an official to influence an election, I believe that the Hatch Act and ethics rule are violated if it is obvious that the
official’s actions could influence the election, there is not another good reason for taking those actions, and the
official is acting under pressure from persons who obviously do want to influence the election.  To this last point,
the fact that such other persons exerting pressure on the official, including members of Congress or the president or
political operatives, are not subject to the Hatch Act or the OGE ethics rule, is irrelevant.  The official still can
violate the Hatch Act and the ethics rule in this situation.

Absent extraordinary circumstances justifying it, a public communication about a pending FBI investigation
involving a candidate for public office that is made on the eve of an election or, as in this case, while voting is in
progress, is very likely to be a violation of the Hatch Act.   It is also a misuse of official position.  The fact that
politically motivated members of Congress want the communication to be made publicly only enhances the
seriousness of the violation; it is not an excuse.

This is clearly distinguishable from politically motivated policy decisions in particular matters, such as decisions to
spend government money to create jobs in an election year.   Such decisions, even if they influence elections, are not
generally violations of the Hatch Act.   Official actions specifically intended to communicate publicly a connection
between policy decisions and a candidate – such as a Department of Transportation announcement of a major
project in a Congressman’s district on the eve of an election, at a ceremony attended by the Congressman and
Department officials – would be highly problematic and border on violations of the Act depending upon proximity
to the election.   Decisions about particular party matters including investigations and litigation, in which candidates
are the particular parties, are even more problematic.  These particular party matters must be handled with
considerable care in order not to violate the Hatch Act or the ethics rule.   That clearly was not done here.

Director Comey’s actions in communicating about the investigation the way he did, appear to put him and others at
the FBI in a position of violating the Hatch Act.   Various members of Congress may be complicit in these actions,
but the actions are still those of officials at the FBI.  Unless remedial action is taken, there is likely to be a
continuing violation of the Hatch Act up through Tuesday November 8.

The same is true with respect to the OGE ethics rule prohibiting misuse of official position.  The misuse of position
might be at the behest of or because of pressure exerted by members of Congress who are using their office for
partisan political gain, but it is still a misuse of position at the FBI.
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This is no trivial matter -- the Department of Justice reports to the President.  Both the Attorney General and the FBI
Director are appointed by the President.  They also report to Congress in its oversight function.  We cannot allow
these officials, absent a compelling reason, to publicize pending investigations concerning candidates of either party
while an election is underway.   That is an abuse of power.  Although there is no evidence of abuse of presidential
power here, this precedent will invite such abuse in the future.  Your offices should take appropriate action without
delay.

Very truly yours,

/s/

Richard W. Painter

OGE Confidential Notice: This email, including all attachments, may constitute a Federal record or other
Government property that is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. This email
also may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure under
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the
transmission to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of
this email or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender by
responding to the email and then immediately delete the email.
<Hatch Act Complaint -- FBI.docx>



































































































From: The Washington Post
To: Seth Jaffe
Subject: [GRAYMAIL] The Daily 202: Trump’s pollster says he ran a ‘post-ideological’ campaign
Date: Monday, December 05, 2016 8:50:50 AM

Ideas and experience mattered less than ‘strength’
 If you're having trouble reading this, click here.

The Daily 202

  Share on Twitter   Share on Facebook

 







in a world where everybody thinks that ideology is linear, and that, ‘If you answer these 10 questions
correctly, that makes you a conservative.’ But not every conservative is pro-life. Not every conservative is
anti-gay marriage. Not every conservative puts 100 percent emphasis on this or that.”

“One of the problems is many people tried to look at the Donald Trump phenomenon through the ideological
lenses which had defined previous Republicans presidential nominating contests,” Fabrizio added. “Donald
Trump is post ideological. His movement transcends ideology … Through his own antennae – and, trust
me, many times I had this conversation with him – Donald Trump understood the fold in American politics.
It’s the reason so many Trump supporters and so many (Bernie) Sanders supporters agreed on so many
things.”

Trump insisted early in his campaign that he did not need a pollster because they are a waste of money. But he
signed Fabrizio in the days after securing the Republican nomination in May. The veteran operative polled for
Rand Paul in the primaries, but he has worked for clients from across the GOP coalition (from the U.S.
Chamber and Bob Dole to  Rick Scott and Matt Bevin).

“Every time he said something … and doubled down, that was proof to voters he’d speak his mind and
not lie to them. It’s what they wanted,” Fabrizio said of Trump. “His best group of voters were those who
said they were ‘angry.’ And let me tell you, in the Republican primary, a third of voters would tell you they
were outright angry. With another 60 percent telling you they were dissatisfied. So he had a rich pool to tap
into.”



The Republican presidential candidates take the stage for the CNBC debate at the University of Colorado last
October. (Mark J. Terrill/AP)

-- Policy didn’t matter. “What we missed was that nobody cared about solutions,” said Sarah Huckabee
Sanders, who managed Mike Huckabee’s campaign until he dropped out and then joined Trump’s
operation as a consultant soon after. “They just wanted to burn it all down. They didn’t care about
building it back up. They wanted to burn it to the ground and then figure out what to do with the ashes
afterwards. There was no understanding of this electorate and the anger on the front end in terms of just how
pissed off they were. You may have the best policy in the world to get every single American the best job
they’ve ever had. Nobody cared.”

-- Experience didn’t matter. From Marco Rubio campaign manager Terry Sullivan: “We got hit with
commercial after commercial about how little experience (Marco had) and how many missed votes in the
Senate. It didn’t matter. People don’t care. The Senate sucks. Why would we want to be there? We’re not
voting. Who cares? And voters bought into that. Experience was a liability. It was not an asset. We figured
that out early, but Trump took it to the next level.”









In a lot of previous election cycles, no one maintains a lead as the frontrunner that long. So I assumed,
somewhat wrongly, that gravity would take course. Why would I engage in a fight with a skilled knife-fighter?
Let someone else go and attack him.”

Welcome to the Daily 202, PowerPost's morning newsletter.
With contributions from Elise Viebeck (@eliseviebeck).

Sign up to receive the newsletter.

WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING:

Trump's Transition: Ben Carson for housing and urban development

-- Trump announced this morning that he will nominate Ben Carson to lead the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. "Carson...is the president-elect’s highest profile African American supporter and
confidant. A conservative political celebrity, the 65-year-old Carson recently cast doubt on his suitability
for a Cabinet role, saying he would be 'like a fish out of water' as a federal bureaucrat," write Elise
Viebeck and Karoun Demirjian. "A review of some of Carson’s political commentary on housing policy
reveals his views to be at odds with some of the anti-segregation policies championed by minority groups,















What we know about the deadly Oakland fire

GET SMART FAST:

1. The death toll in the Oakland warehouse fire has risen to at least 33. The artists’ collective, which
past visitors describe as a tinderbox, was hosting a synth-pop concert late Friday night when something
went horrifically wrong. (Tim Bontemps, Amy B Wang, Kristine Guerra and Jasper Scherer)

2. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe will visit Pearl Harbor with President Obama later this
month, becoming the first Japanese leader to visit the site of the attack on Hawaii 75 years ago. The
joint visit comes as reciprocation after Obama went to Hiroshima in August. The prime minister's move
will anger the more conservative forces in his right-wing government. (Anna Fifield)

3. A federal judge ordered Michigan election officials to begin a massive hand recount of 4.8 million
ballots cast in the presidential election at noon today. U.S. District Judge Mark Goldsmith issued a
ruling just after midnight in favor of Green Party presidential candidate Jill Stein, who sought to let
election officials bypass a two-business-day waiting period that would have delayed start of the recount
until Wednesday morning. ( The Detroit News)

4. Bloomberg Philanthropies, which is already the largest funder of tobacco-control efforts in the
developing world, will announce today an additional $360 million commitment to the effort,
bringing Mike Bloomberg’s total contribution to nearly $1 billion. (Ariana Eunjung Cha)





































































































































From: Jim Robertson
To: Agency Wide
Subject: Legislative Update for Friday, October 21, 2016
Date: Friday, October 21, 2016 10:53:01 AM

The Senate and House are not in session
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Government Executive reports that if Donald Trump contests the election results, the GSA
Administrator could have a difficult time fulfilling her function of ascertaining the election’s
“apparent” new president-elect and vice president-elect and thereby releasing transition funds
and other resources to the winning candidates. GSA Chief Could Be in the Hot Seat if a
Defeated Trump Won’t Concede
 
ABC affiliate WHSV-TV reports that Congressman Bob Goodlatte, chair of the House
Judiciary Committee, requested a specific investigation in a letter to the inspector general of
the U.S. State Department. According to ABC, the Congressman cites to potential conflicts of
interest in connection with those hired to review Ms. Clinton’s State Department emails as
part of the recent FBI investigation. Judiciary Committee head alleges possible Clinton email
conflict of interest, seeks probe
 
The Washington Times reports that an ICE agent has been charged with bribery for using his
position as an Immigration and Customs Enforcement - Homeland Security Investigations
agent to obtain deferrals of deportations and other immigration benefits for non-citizen foreign
nationals. ICE agent, suburban Detroit attorney charged in bribery case
 
Federal Agency and Related News
 
The Washington Post reports that federal prosecutors will charge a former National Security
Agency contractor with violating the Espionage Act in what is thought to be the largest theft
of classified government material ever. The article notes that the contractor took at least
50 terabytes of data including personal information about government employees.
Government alleges former NSA contractor stole ‘astonishing quantity’ of classified data over
20 years
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 3, October 10 – November 11
 
 
 



From: Jim Robertson
To: Agency Wide
Subject: Legislative Update for Friday, October 28, 2016
Date: Friday, October 28, 2016 11:30:01 AM

The Senate and House are not in session
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Politico reports that Vice President Joe Biden is on Candidate Clinton’s short list for Secretary
of State. Clinton eyes Biden for secretary of state
 
Politico reports that in the most recently released tranche of hacked emails former Clinton
policy adviser Anne-Marie Slaughter recounts to New York Times columnist Thomas
Friedman that it was a common practice for State Department personnel to use personal email
accounts to conduct government business. Clinton adviser: 'EVERYONE' at State Department
used private email

The Washington Post reports on the approaching peak season for revolving door hiring
activity, quoting one lobbyist headhunter who describes the imminent movement of
government officials into the lobbying community as “musical chairs of biblical proportions.”
It’s about to become a very busy time for K Street headhunters.  In a separate article it
discusses the first rule of transition for donors looking for appointment in a new
administration: “you do not talk about transition….” Angling for a White House job? Probably
best not to talk about it
 
The Chicago Tribune reports that Donald Trump’s federal tax audit could pose a conflict of
interest if he wins the election and appoints the next Internal Revenue Service chief. Trump's
broad businesses pose conflict tests, specialists say
 
Reuters reports that a Brazilian prosecutor investigating potentially corrupt investments made
by state pension funds said the real estate company run by Donald Trump appears to have
benefited "suspiciously" from a massive redevelopment of Rio de Janeiro's port ahead of the
Olympics. Brazil prosecutor says Trump franchise may have benefited from corruption
 
The Guardian reports on the connection between Donald Trump’s financial interests in the
Dakota Access oil pipeline and his policy positions on energy infrastructure projects. Dakota
Access pipeline company and Donald Trump have close financial ties
 
A Fortune Magazine editorial connects capitalism, the public trust, and pay-to-play politics. It
opines that public companies that participate in pay-to-play schemes destroy the public trust at
their existential expense.  The editorial further proposes that while public trust is one casualty
of pay-to-play relationships, the legitimacy of the capitalist system may be the ultimate victim
of such behavior. Legalized Corruption
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 3, October 10 – November 11
 



From: Elizabeth D. Horton
To: Agency Wide; News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Monday, November 7, 2016
Date: Monday, November 07, 2016 11:13:02 AM

The Senate meets in a pro forma session.
 
The House is in recess and will reconvene on Monday, Nov. 14.
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Politico reports that President Barack Obama plans to ask the thousands of political appointees
across his administration to submit letters of resignation effective on Inauguration Day.  Obama to
ask his political appointees to clear way for Clinton
 
E&E Publishing, LLC reports that EPA officials who have overseen consequential enforcement
cases and hot-button regulations will be in high demand from corporate legal offices, law firms and
lobby shops.  Big bucks await officials who take revolving door
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11
 



From: Brandon A. Steele
To: Agency Wide
Cc: News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Monday, October 17, 2016
Date: Monday, October 17, 2016 11:27:12 AM

The Senate meets in a pro forma session.
 
The House is not in session.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
The Washington Post and Houston Herald discuss various senate staffers hired by lobbying
firms.  7 Blunt staffers who walked through the revolving door to lucrative lobbying careers
Top lobby firm eyes new chemical law as big business driver
 
The New Orleans Advocate reports that former Rep. Jefferson is challenging his corruption
conviction in light of the decision in McDonnell.  Ex-U.S. Rep. Bill Jefferson files new
challenge to corruption conviction
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Various outlets discuss alleged conflicts raised by recently leaked emails from the Clinton
Campaign.  Hacked emails raise possibility of Clinton Foundation ethics breach ‘Take The
Money!!’: Emails Show How Clinton Campaign Manages Lobbyist Donations Hillary’s
Emails Allowed Clinton Foundation Donors To Get Favors On A ‘Global Scale’  Haiti and
Africa Projects Shed Light on Clinton’s Public-Private Web
 
Fox News and CBS report that Rep. Chaffetz accused the State Department and the FBI of
being involved in a quid pro quo scheme, saying that recently disclosed emails are “a flashing
red light of potential criminality.” New FBI files contain allegations of 'quid pro quo' in
Clinton's emails FBI denies collusion over Hillary Clinton email classification Meanwhile,
The American Spectator reports that a former US Attorney has alleged that there is a revolt
within the FBI over agency leadership pursuing “paranoid, delusional and vindictive”
measures to prevent negative information leaking out to the public. The FBI in open revolt
against a deceitful director.
 
JSTOR discusses a 2007 paper published in the American Journal of Political Science that
found that trust in government appears to correlate over the long term to measures of
interpersonal trust and civic engagement.  The research found that trust in government trailed
both measures. WHAT AFFECTS OUR TRUST IN GOVERNMENT?  The original paper is
available here.  
 
The Daily Caller discusses the allegation that a FWS assistant director improperly gave
preferential treatment to a private organization by giving a directive to do a single-source
award.  The piece briefly notes that the US Attorney’s Office declined to prosecute.  DOJ
Won’t Prosecute Wildlife Official Behind Sketchy PR Contract
 
Government Executive reports that the Navy’s “Fat Leonard” corruption scandal has resulted
in another guilty plea.  Another Guilty Plea in Navy’s 'Fat Leonard' Bribery Case
 



The Private Equity Hub reports that the SEC and DOJ are targeting pay-for-play schemes
involving public pension funds.  SEC official says agency on the lookout for public-pension
pay-to-play
 
Miami Herald reports that IGs “have made more than 15,000 recommendations that have been
ignored across the federal government.” The piece alleges that “eight inspectors general are
stymied by their agencies who refuse to give them the documents they request for audits or
investigations.” Government ignores audit findings that could save billions, senators conclude
 
NPR discusses the alleged scandals involving the Clinton and Trump foundations.  There's
Really No Comparison Between The Trump And Clinton Foundations
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 3, October 10 – November 11
 



From: Elizabeth D. Horton
To: Agency Wide; News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Monday, October 24, 2016
Date: Monday, October 24, 2016 10:57:25 AM

The Senate meets in a pro forma session.
 
The House is in recess and will reconvene on Monday, Nov. 14.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
Roll Call reports that a judge has upheld a bulk of federal corruption charges against former Rep.
Chaka Fattah but dropped other convictions related to mail and bank fraud.  The federal judge did
not agree with Fattah’s attorneys when they asked him to consider the pivotal Supreme Court ruling
that overturned the conviction of former Virginia Gov. Robert McDonnell in his own case.  Judge
Upholds Chaka Fattah Conviction
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
FEDWeek reports that the Office of Government Ethics recently issued guidance on post-
employment restrictions applying to many federal employees, with certain additional restrictions
applying to senior and “very senior” Executive Branch officials.  Guidance Issued on Post-
Employment Restrictions
 
Politico reports that with polls pointing to the likelihood of a Clinton win, her transition team is
hiring staff, culling through the résumés of possible Cabinet nominees and reaching out to key
Democrats for input, according to people familiar with the process.  Clinton's transition team hits the
gas pedal
 
Politico reports that more than a dozen people who expect — or simply hope — to be tapped by
Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump have already reached out to top D.C. lawyers for help in sifting
through their finances and business dealings in anticipation of being nominated to a top post in the
next administration.  The article discusses what potential nominees have to complete, including “a
detailed financial disclosure form for the Office of Government Ethics.”  Want a presidential
appointment? Step 1: Oppo research on yourself
 
USA Today reports that the trove of hacked emails from Clinton campaign manager John Podesta
shows Hillary Clinton’s easy relationship with Wall Street as she collected millions of dollars in
speaking fees, as well as attempts by foreign governments to curry favor with a former president,
Bill Clinton, while dangling offers of donations to his family foundation.  The article notes that
while there’s no evidence of textbook “pay to play” or that the Clintons granted favors in exchange
for donations, combined, the emails feed cynicism many voters in both parties have about
politicians.  WikiLeaks exposes what voters disdain — and candidates fail to fix
 
The Guardian reports that ethics and legal scholars say that Donald Trump’s notion of creating a
supposed “blind trust” for his businesses, if he becomes president, that would let his children run the
Trump Organization without an independent trustee is unfeasible.  Could a President Trump avoid
conflicts of interest? Experts aren't convinced
 
NJ.com discusses why Donald Trump’s proposals for ethics reform fall short of what is needed. 
Trump's ethics plan: 5 problems with his vow to 'drain the swamp'
 
The Orange County Register opines that a foundation tied to a government official cannot avoid the



appearance of conflict of interest, even when ethics rules are followed and that, therefore, if Hillary
Clinton wins on Nov. 8, the first action she takes as president elect should be the dissolution of the
Clinton Foundation.  If Clinton wins, foundation must be closed
 
The Wall Street Journal reports that the political organization of Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe
gave nearly $500,000 to the election campaign of the wife of an official at the Federal Bureau of
Investigation who later helped oversee the investigation into Hillary Clinton’s email use.  Clinton
Ally Aided Campaign of FBI Official’s Wife
 
Federal Agency and Related News
 
Government Executive reports that Donald Trump promised his administration would implement a
hiring freeze across the federal government if he is elected.  Trump Pledges Governmentwide Hiring
Freeze
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11
 



From: Brandon A. Steele
To: Agency Wide
Cc: News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Thursday, October 6, 2016
Date: Thursday, October 06, 2016 10:16:49 AM

The Senate convenes at 10:30 a.m. for a pro forma session.
 
The House is in recess and will reconvene on Monday, Nov. 14.
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Federal News Radio reports that DHS’ Deputy Secretary plans to step down on October 28.  
Homeland Security Deputy Secretary stepping down Daily Caller notes that this is the same official
that “both the DHS and OGE had declined to fully pursue an ethics investigation against…”  DHS
Deputy Secretary Resigns After Investigation Shows Agencies Didn’t Look Into His Ethics Violations
 
Vox continues its series on the history of presidential transitions.  In this article it briefly discusses
the Ethics in Government Act, stating that it “is one reason the length of time taken to fill vacancies
in government has increased in recent years.” Jimmy Carter changed presidential transitions forever
 
The New York Times opines on the difficulty in obtaining financial information that could reveal
conflicts of interests that candidates at both the national and local levels may have. Why It’s So Hard
to See Politicians’ Financial Data
 
Washington Examiner opines that newly released emails from the State Department show that
government employees “teamed up with” the Clinton Foundation “to perform donor maintenance,
craft messaging on key policies and put together lists for both diplomatic and philanthropic events.”
New emails show intersection of Clinton Foundation, State Dept., paid speeches
 
Washington Examiner reports that federal records show that Ms. Clinton as Secretary of State
“padded” the Foreign Affairs Advisory Board with friends and donors.  Clinton filled State Dept.
board with friends, family and donors
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette discusses the alleged conflicts of interests Mr. Trump and Ms. Clinton have
with Deutsche Bank.  Potential business conflicts seen in Trump’s ties to Deutsche Bank, but Clinton
also under scrutiny
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11
 



 



From: Brandon A. Steele
To: Agency Wide
Cc: News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Thursday, October 20, 2016
Date: Thursday, October 20, 2016 1:59:35 PM

The Senate meets in a pro forma session. 
 
The House is not in session.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
The Tampa Bay Times reports that an ethics complaint was filed against Rep. Murphy for allegedly
using congressional staff to conduct opposition research on him.  Republicans accuse Patrick
Murphy of U.S. House ethics violation over 2014 oppo book
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Government Executive lists 3 common ways that employees misuse government resources.  Misuse
of Office Resources Could Cost You Your Clearance
 
Chicago Tribune and The Atlantic discuss allegations of pay-to-play schemes involving the Clinton
Foundation and the State Department.  Clinton struggles to defend 'pay-to-play' criticism during final
debate  Clinton Still Hasn't Faced Questions About Pay-to-Play Head On
 
PoliZette alleges that newly leaked emails indicate several conflicts of interest Mr. Clinton had while
Ms. Clinton was Secretary of State.    WikiLeaks: Clintons Have Over ‘500 Different’ Conflicts of
Interest
 
Washington Examiner reports that one of the attorneys hired to review FOIA requests related to Ms.
Clinton’s emails was previously employed by the law firm that represents Ms. Clinton.  The piece
reports that the IG for the Intelligence Community raised the possibility that the arrangement at least
created the appearance of a conflict of interest.  State: No conflict of interest in hiring lawyer from
Clinton's firm
 
Financial Advisor reports that the alleged revolving door between the SEC and the financial service
industry may be slowing for attorneys.  At SEC, Revolving Door May Be Revolving More Slowly
 
The Washington Post and Politico report that a coalition of good government groups called on the
presidential transition teams to adopt stricter ethics rules to govern the transition.  Clinton and
Trump transitions must follow strict ethics rules, groups say  Watchdogs push Clinton, Trump to
toughen Obama's ethics rules  The letter is available here.
 
Reuters reports that a CFTC senior regulator “is being thrust into the spotlight after the agency fined
her former employer.”  However, the piece notes that the employee was recused from handling or
commenting on matters involving her former employer.  RPT-CFTC regulator oversaw compliance
at firm accused of illegal trades 
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11
 



 



From: Brandon A. Steele
To: Agency Wide
Cc: News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Thursday, October 27, 2016
Date: Thursday, October 27, 2016 12:04:49 PM

The Senate and House are not in session.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
The Hill reports that Speaker Ryan may face a tough re-election for the speakership come January. 
Ryan has little margin for error in Speaker vote
 
TPM and The Week report that Rep. Chaffetz promised that if Ms. Clinton is elected his committee
will hold hearings looking into the interactions between the Clinton Foundation and the State
Department.  Rep. Chaffetz Promises ‘Years’ Of Clinton Investigations If She’s Elected Inside the
GOP plot to undermine Hillary Clinton's presidency
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Fed Week reports that OGE released new ethics training materials.  New Ethical Training Materials
Released
 
Multiple outlets discuss various aspects of the transition.  Important Legal Aspect of the 2016
Election That No One Is Talking About  Would Hillary Clinton Appoint a 'Team of Rivals'-Style
Cabinet as President?   Trump Camp Denies Report It's Cutting Back On Transition Efforts  Podesta
tops Clinton’s short list for chief of staff  One more way lobbyists could support Hillary Clinton
 
Outlets report recently leaked documents show a “complicated mingling” between the Clinton
Foundation’s money raising efforts and paid speeches of Mr. Clinton.  Inside ‘Bill Clinton Inc.’:
Hacked memo reveals intersection of charity and personal income Aide: He arranged for $50M in
payments for Bill Clinton  Memo reveals interplay between Clinton Foundation, personal business
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11
 
 
Best regards,
 
 
 
Brandon A. Steele
Attorney Advisor
U.S. Office of Government Ethics
1201 New York Ave NW
Suite #500
Washington, D.C. 20005
Ph: 202-482-9209
basteele@oge.gov



 
Visit OGE's website: www.oge.gov
Follow OGE on Twitter: @OfficeGovEthics
 

 



From: Brandon A. Steele
To: Agency Wide
Cc: News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Thursday, September 22, 2016
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2016 10:36:59 AM

The Senate reconvened at 9:30 a.m.
The Senate reconvened at 9:30 a.m. and began a period of morning business.  The Senate is
expected to resume consideration of the motion to proceed to H.R. 5325, the legislative
vehicle for the continuing resolution.
 
The House reconvened at 10:00 a.m.
The House reconvened at 10 a.m. for morning hour and will meet at noon for legislative
business.  First and last votes expected from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
The Hill reports that Sen. Warren “made clear” that if Ms. Clinton is elected her
administration should not be filled with officials tied to Wall Street.  Warren: Let's keep Wall
Street out of a Clinton Cabinet
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Various outlets opine on the conflicts of interest posed by a Trump presidency.  A Trump
presidency would be an ethical thicket   Trump's Giant Conflict of Interest Just Got Bigger
 
Federal News Radio and Government Executive discuss a report on IGs conducted by the
Association of Government Accountants.  The report “finds that recruitment, retention and
resources are challenges for the IG community.”  2016 a year of ‘opportunities and
challenges’ for agency IGs Inspectors General Want Expanded Powers, Survey Finds
 
Columbia Daily Tribune reports that public trust in the federal executive branch climbed 8%
to 51% in the latest Gallup survey.  Trust in government jumps a bit
 
Pacific Standard alleges that the Clinton Foundation has a pro-business strategy and that it is
not a purely charitable enterprise.   Parsing the Pro-Corporate Ethics of the Clinton
Foundation  MarketWatch alleges that speaking fees paid to Mr. Clinton overlap with the work
of the Foundation.  Bill Clinton’s speaking fee overlaps with foundation work
 
The Wall Street Journal reports that the campaign of Gary Johnson failed to qualify for public
funds to assist in transition planning.  Gary Johnson Fails to Qualify for Public Funds for
Transition Planning 
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 3, October 10 – November 11
 



 



From: Brandon A. Steele
To: Agency Wide
Cc: News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Thursday, September 29, 2016
Date: Thursday, September 29, 2016 2:01:03 PM

The Senate is not in session.
 
The House is not in session.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
NPR reports that Congress reached a deal to fund the government through December.  Congress
Reaches Agreement To Fund Government Until December
 
Roll Call reports that the House Ethics Committee rebuked Rep. McKinley for failing to heed their
recommendation to remove his name from an engineering firm he founded.  Ethics Committee
Rebukes Rep. David McKinley 
 
Politico alleges that loopholes in the law allowed former Sen Bayh to influence public policy while
never registering as a lobbyist.  Evan Bayh’s shadow lobbying
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
The Hill alleges that OGE quietly imposed stricter ethics rules on federal employees seeking post-
employment in the private sector.  The piece reports that this rule change is the most significant
update to OGE’s standards since 1993.  The piece says that a “government official simply knowing
that a private-sector entity is interested in them can activate restrictions.” Finding a new job just got
more complicated for federal employees
 
NPR discusses the alleged revolving door between the FDA and the private sector.  A Look At How
The Revolving Door Spins From FDA To Industry
 
Washington Free Beacon reports on the concern that a Federal Reserve board governor negotiating
for a future job with the Clinton Campaign is a potential conflict of interest.   Fed Chair Does Not
Believe Fed Official in Negotiations With Clinton Campaign Is Conflict of Interest
 
The Wall Street Journal briefly mentions the SGE arrangement of an assistant to Sec. Clinton while
at State.  The piece notes that Sen. Grassley believes the arrangement was an abuse of the program. 
Hillary Clinton’s Key Aide Huma Abedin Is a Lightning Rod for Attacks   
 
Mother Jones alleges that the foreign banks that hold Mr. Trump’s debt present a conflict of interest. 
Trump's Huge Conflict of Interest With a Big Foreign Bank Keeps Getting Worse
 
Federal News Radio discusses an MSPB report that showed 20% of federal HR officials disclosed
that political hires do not receive comprehensive training on merit system principles.  Political hires
slow to receive MSPB hiring, workforce training
 
The Washington Post reports that Charles Phalen was selected to lead the new National Background
Investigations Bureau.  Veteran CIA man to lead new background investigations bureau
 
Executive Gov reports that Glenn Fine will be nominated as the next IG of DoD.  Obama to
Nominate Glenn Fine as DoD Inspector General



 
Bloomberg discusses the costs associated with a presidential transition.  What is the cost of a
presidential transition?
 
Politico reports on the Trump Campaign’s transition team.  Trump’s new brain trust
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 3, October 10 – November 11
 

 



From: Brandon A. Steele
To: Agency Wide
Cc: News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Tuesday, November 8, 2016
Date: Tuesday, November 08, 2016 12:11:13 PM

The Senate is not in session.
 
The House is in recess and will reconvene on Monday, Nov. 14.
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
The Washington Post reports on the oral argument in National Labor Relations Board v. SW
General, Inc.  This case concerns the interpretation of the “notwithstanding clause” of the Federal
Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; specifically, whether the clause only is triggered if the nominee is a
first assistant who moved up to the top job.  The Respondent argued that the law prohibits a person
from being both the acting officer and later the nominee unless that person served as the first
assistant to the office in question for at least 90 of the prior 365 days.  The government argued that
the clause only applied to first assistants who automatically become acting officer, and accordingly
that someone who was not a first assistant could serve as acting officer and later be nominated to the
same position.  The piece opines that the Court did not appear supportive of the government’s
position.  Print Edition, Nov. 8, 2016, at A13.      
 
Politico reports that former Sen. Udall and former Gov. Gregoire are on the short list for Interior
secretary should Ms. Clinton be elected.  Udall, Gregoire said to be on Clinton's short list for Interior
secretary
 
CIO discusses the presidential transition.  The piece notes that many CIOs are political appointees
who will exit the government during the transition.  How federal CIOs will navigate the presidential
transition
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11
 

 



From: Brandon A. Steele
To: Agency Wide
Cc: News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Tuesday, October 4, 2016
Date: Tuesday, October 04, 2016 10:45:02 AM

The Senate and House are not in session.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
ABC reports that sentencing for Rep. Fattah is pending the outcome of his appeal in light of SCOTUS’
McDonnell decision.   Ex-US Rep. Fattah's Sentencing on Hold Amid Bribery Appeal
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
The Daily Caller opines that both OGE and DHS have refused to fully pursue an ethics investigation
against an official in ICE, despite an IG report allegedly finding that the official gave preferential
treatment to company owned by Ms. Clinton’s brother.  The piece states that the director of OGE
may recommend that the head of an agency launch an investigation if the director has reason to
believe a violation has taken place, but that the director failed to recommend an investigation in this
case.   The piece states that OGE did not respond to a request for comment.  DHS Refuses To
Investigate Top Official Who Fast-Tracked Visas For Hillary’s Brother
 
The Washington Post publishes an opinion piece from a HLS government ethics professor that
discusses why criminal conflict of interest prohibitions do not apply to the executive.  Ethics rules
would have little impact on a President Trump
 
Fed Week discusses the 2015 agency ethics program questionnaire.  OGE Provides Overview of
Ethics Program
 
Connecticut Law Tribune opines on the future of political corruption cases in light of McDonnell.  The
piece believes that the decision is not a free pass for corruption, but rather a commentary on the
importance of accurate jury instructions.   'McDonnell' and the Future of Political Corruption Cases 
 
Government Executive opines that nominating Mr. Trump’s son for Interior secretary would run afoul
of federal nepotism laws and civil service guidance.  Might Trump's Hunt-Loving Son Bump Into
Federal Nepotism Law?
 
Vox discusses how the presidential transition process changed over time.  How the presidential
transition process has evolved over time Bloomberg also discusses the transition.  Navigating the
presidential transition
 
Federal Times reports on an investigative report, issued by the EPA’s Office of Inspector General
after a whistleblower tip, which revealed that inspections, notices of violation, and noncompliance
files from an unsecured mixed-use file room were improperly disposed of because of shortcomings
in the office’s “internal controls.” EPA OIG finds improperly managed records at regional office  



 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 3, October 10 – November 11
 

 



From: Brandon A. Steele
To: Agency Wide
Cc: News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Tuesday, October 18, 2016
Date: Tuesday, October 18, 2016 11:29:54 AM

The Senate and House are not in session.
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Bloomberg reports that a “proposed rule from the Office of Government Ethics would clarify that
federal financial disclosure rules, including a law signed in 2012 that imposed additional disclosure
requirements on federal workers in policy-making positions, are focused on high-level employees.” 
PROPOSED STOCK ACT RULE PUTS FOCUS ON HIGH-LEVEL EMPLOYEES
 
CNN and New York Post report that Mr. Trump has proposed government ethics reform, including
tighter restrictions on post-employment lobbying.  Trump calls for government ethics reforms  This
is Donald Trump’s plan for government ethics reform
 
Morning Consult reports that Reps. Upton and Walden question the independence of the IG for the
FCC.  Upton, Walden Question Independence of FCC Inspector General
 
USA Today reports on an alleged nexus between lobbyists and the State Department during Ms.
Clinton’s tenure as Sec. of State.  Companies used Clinton fundraisers to lobby State Department
 
The Daily Caller reports that leaked emails show internal discussions within the Clinton campaign
concerning whether Ms. Clinton should advocate for tougher bribery laws.  Anti-Bribery Laws
‘REALLY Dicey Territory’ For Hillary
 
Outlets discuss various aspects of the transition.  Hey Americans: Our presidential transition process
could be a lot worse Michael Bloomberg as Secretary of State in a Clinton presidency?  Meet the Duo
Responsible for a Smooth Presidential Transition
 
Executive Branch Agency and Related News
 
The Week opines that alleged conspiracy theories connected to the 2016 election could result in the
murder of federal officials.  Donald Trump's conspiracy mongering is a serious political emergency 
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 3, October 10 – November 11
 



 



From: Brandon A. Steele
To: Agency Wide
Cc: News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Tuesday, October 25, 2016
Date: Tuesday, October 25, 2016 12:48:32 PM

The Senate and House are not in session.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
AL reports that an ethics complaint was filed against Sen. Sessions, alleging that he violated Senate
rules by questioning the integrity of the US election system.  Clinton-tied group files ethics
complaint against Jeff Sessions
 
WPRA reports that Rep. Langevin has corrected 6 years of financial disclosure forms because he did
not report loans he obtained against the value of two of his properties.  Congressman Langevin
corrects 6 years of financial disclosures
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Washington Free Beacon questions whether Mr. Podesta violated ethics rules while working as a
special adviser on energy policy to the White House while simultaneously corresponding with his
prior employer on an energy initiative in California. Podesta Kept Up With Former Investment Firm
Employer While at White House
 
AOL discusses the Chapman University survey that found that Americans surveyed most feared
government corruption.  Americans' worst fears revealed: Government corruption ahead of terrorism,
finances
 
The Washington Post has a video of Mr. Trump discussing his ethics reform proposals.  Trump
explains how he would fight ‘government corruption’ as president
 
The Telegraph reports that a Super PAC supportive of Mr. Trump has been soliciting foreign
donations with the promise that a donation would ensure access to Mr. Trump should he win the
election.  Donald Trump faces foreign donor fundraising scandal
 
Washington Examiner reports that the Deputy Director of the FBI is facing pressure to step down
because he did not recuse himself from the Clinton investigation even though a close associate to
Ms. Clinton donated to his wife’s campaign in 2015.  FBI No. 2 pressured to resign over McAuliffe
donations to wife
 
Vox ponders what becomes of President Obama’s appointees during the transition.  The first big
question about the Clinton transition   
 
Federal Agency and Related News
 
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11
 



 



From: Elizabeth D. Horton
To: Agency Wide; News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Wednesday, October 5, 2016
Date: Wednesday, October 05, 2016 10:51:56 AM

The Senate is not in session.
 
The House is in recess and will reconvene on Monday, Nov. 14.
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Federal News Radio reports that the Office of Special Counsel wants to remind federal employees of
a few Hatch Act guidelines meant to keep political activity out of the workplace.  Keep politics out
of the office to comply with Hatch Act
 
Western Journalism refers to yesterday’s The Daily Caller article in stating that the Department of
Homeland Security and the Office of Government Ethics have declined to investigate the Tony
Rodham case.  Hillary Clinton’s Brother Likely To Avoid Ethics Probe After Obama Administration
Declines To Investigate
 
Politico reports that an ethics agreement Hillary Clinton signed before she took office as Secretary of
State permitted foreign countries to continue to fund Clinton Foundation programs.  The article notes
however, that new foreign government donors and significant increases were supposed to be cleared
in advance by State Department ethics officials and in several instances, they were not.  Yes, the
Clinton Foundation has accepted millions from foreign governments
 
Cato Institute discusses capture in financial regulation and opines that the most fruitful avenue for
reducing regulatory capture is to impose more checks-and-balances on our agencies.  Capture and
Ignorance in Financial Regulation
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11



From: Jennifer Matis
To: Agency Wide; News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Wednesday, October 12, 2016
Date: Wednesday, October 12, 2016 10:07:26 AM

The Senate meets in a pro forma session.
 
The House is in recess and will reconvene on Monday, Nov. 14.
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
The Atlantic looks at whether, if elected, Trump’s business interests would violate the provision in 5
U.S.C. app 502 prohibiting any senior noncareer officer of the government from permitting his or
her name to be used by any firm that “provides professional services involving a fiduciary
relationship.” The article acknowledges that OGE regulations exempt the president and vice
president from the category of “officer” for purposes of the ban, but notes that Congress said “no
such thing” in the actual statute. The article also notes that OGE has “officially stated that the
president should observe the main conflict-of-interest law as a matter of policy, even though he is
not bound to do so by law,” citing DAEOgram 83x16 (10/20/83). Can a President Trump Keep His
Business Intact?
 
Politico reports that hacked emails released this week reveal that Chelsea Clinton flagged “serious
concerns” about potential conflicts of interest at the Clinton Foundation. Chelsea flagged 'serious
concerns' about Clinton Foundation conflicts

Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11
 
 



From: Elizabeth D. Horton
To: Agency Wide; News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Wednesday, October 19, 2016
Date: Wednesday, October 19, 2016 9:32:46 AM

The Senate and the House are not in session.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
Roll Call reports that Donald Trump’s new proposals to overhaul government ethics and lobbying
regulations are unlikely to become law.  Congress Unlikely to Move on Trump Ethics Plan
 
IndyStar reports that the House Ethics Committee is reviewing an unspecified allegation about Rep.
Marlin Stutzman and will respond by the end of November.  The article notes that the nature of the
allegation and the Ethics Committee’s view of it have not been made public.  House ethics panel
reviewing Stutzman allegation
 
The Hill, Politico and Time report that Donald Trump called for term limits in Congress as part of his
new ethics reform proposal.  The Hill - Trump proposes term limits for Congress; Politico - Trump
calls for congressional term limits; Time - Donald Trump Proposes Term Limits for Congress  In a
related story, The Hill also reports that Donald Trump called for a ban on both White House and
Congressional officials fundraising during working hours.  Trump calls for halt to govt. staffers
fundraising during work hours
 
Breibart reports that although Washington has long been known for its “revolving door,” where
former lawmakers in Congress leave the halls of Capitol Hill for lobbying firms, the latest revolving
door trend in Congress is former members serving on corporate boards.  Bloomberg: Eric Cantor
Was Highest-Paid Corporate Board Member in 2015
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Time compares Donald Trump’s new ethics plan to what Hillary Clinton has supported this election
season and what President Barack Obama implemented in office.  How Donald Trump’s New Ethics
Plan Stacks Up to Hillary Clinton’s and Barack Obama’s
 
The Daily Caller reports that a nonprofit watchdog filed a lawsuit against the Department of State to
force the agency to turn over ethics records for former secretary of state and democratic presidential
nominee Hillary Clinton and her staff.  State Dept Sued Over Hillary Clinton’s Ethics Records
 
11alive.com reports that at least a dozen of the companies that gave money to the Clinton family
foundations lobbied the State Department, using lobbyists who doubled as major Clinton campaign
fundraisers.  Companies used Clinton fundraisers to lobby State Department
 
Boston Globe reports that Hillary Clinton has yet to spell out a plan to curb corporate influence and
conflicts of interest in her White House should she win — leaving the billion-dollar lobbying
industry closely watching for signs of change to Washington’s revolving door.  Clinton has been
unclear on curbing lobbyist influence
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11
 



From: Jennifer Matis
To: Agency Wide; News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Wednesday, October 26, 2016
Date: Wednesday, October 26, 2016 11:24:12 AM

The Senate and House are not in session.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
Federal Times reports on plans in the House to pass “minibus” spending packages to fund the
government after the continuing resolution expires in December. Long-term CR looms as Pelosi
pans Ryan's 'minibus' plan
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Politico reports that Hillary Clinton’s presidential transition team has put in place strict rules that
limit the influence of lobbyists in crafting the nominee’s policy agenda. Clinton sticks with Obama’s
strict lobbying rules — for now
 
Federal Agency and Related News
 
Federal News Radio reports on the ways in which compliance with section 508 of the Rehabilitation
Act presents challenges for agencies’ release of records pursuant to the FOIA. FOIA committee
mulls Section 508 responsibilities
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 10 – November 11
 



From: Elizabeth D. Horton
To: Agency Wide; News Clippings
Subject: Legislative Update for Wednesday, September 21, 2016
Date: Wednesday, September 21, 2016 10:04:49 AM

The Senate reconvened at 9:30 a.m.
 
The Senate reconvened at 9:30 a.m. and will resume consideration of the motion to proceed to the
expected legislative vehicle for a continuing resolution (HR 5325). At 11:15 a.m., Sen. Rand Paul,
R-Ky., or a designee will be recognized to offer a motion to discharge the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee from consideration of a joint resolution that would block the latest U.S. arms sale to
Saudi Arabia (S J Res 39). Following up to three hours of debate, the Senate will vote on the motion
to discharge.
 
The House reconvenes at 12:00 p.m.
 
The House reconvenes at noon for legislative business and is expected to consider a bill (HR 5461)
that would require Treasury to report on the known assets of the political and military leader of Iran
and a bill (HR 3438) that would postpone the implementation new federal rules that have an
economic impact of $1 billion or more until all legal challenges are completed. The chamber is also
expected to consider measures under suspension of the rules and take final votes on 19 bills
previously debated under suspension of the rules.
 
Legislative and Related News
 
Government Executive reports that Congress’ budget stalemates and pattern of end-of-session
continuing resolutions could be eliminated under a new set of reform proposals detailed by Sen.
Mike Enzi, chairman of the Budget Committee.  Senate Budget Chairman Proposes a Cure for
Congress' Addiction to Continuing Resolutions
 
The Hill reports that Rep. Steny Hoyer said that he’s expecting the House to be in session next week
to address a stopgap spending bill, known as a continuing resolution (CR), which has stalled in the
Senate as negotiators haggle over a series of controversial riders.  Hoyer predicts funding bill debate
will drag into next week
 
Politico reports that the Senate voted 89-7 on Tuesday evening to move forward on a bill that
eventually will be used to fund the government through Dec. 9 and deliver $1.1 billion to fight the
Zika epidemic. Senate advances budget deal that doesn't exist yet
 
Multiple outlets report that John Boehner, former House Speaker who resigned last year, is joining
Squire Patton Boggs, a Washington-based law firm long known for its lobbying work.  The firm’s
announcement states that Mr. Boehner will not lobby Congress in his new role at the law firm but
will instead serve “as a strategic adviser to clients” in the United States and abroad on global
business development.  The New York Times - Former House Speaker John Boehner Joins
Washington Law Firm; Politico - Boehner joins Squire Patton Boggs; The Washington Post - Former
Speaker John Boehner heads to K Street
 
Executive Branch Ethics and Related News
 
Richard Painter, former chief White House ethics lawyer for President George W. Bush, and
Norman Eisen, former chief White House ethics lawyer for President Obama, opine in The
Washington Post that a Trump presidency would be ethically compromised.  The opinion also notes
that counsel for a President Hillary Clinton would have to address actual or apparent conflicts posed



by the Clinton Foundation.  A Trump presidency would be ethically compromised
 
BuzzFeed reports that the Department of Justice has proposed Deutsche Bank pay a $14 billion
penalty to settle claims related to its activities in the lead-up to the financial crisis and notes that if
Donald Trump is elected president, Deutsche will have a man in the White House whose commercial
fortunes are closely linked to being able to borrow money from it and whose businesses owe the
bank hundreds of millions of dollars.  Would President Trump Be Able To Punish The Bank He
Owes Hundreds Of Millions To?
 
Mediaite reports that Bill Clinton denied that his daughter Chelsea Clinton staying on the board of
the Clinton Foundation would present a possible conflict of interest if his wife Hillary Clinton were
elected president.  Bill Denies Chelsea Clinton Staying on Foundation Would Be Conflict of Interest:
‘We All Know People’
 
Next Scheduled Recess:
 
House: October 3 – November 11
Senate: October 3, October 10 – November 11
 



From: Jim Robertson
To: LEGTEAM
Subject: Matter of Interest
Date: Friday, September 23, 2016 2:01:39 PM

The Committee on House Oversight and Government Reform as has held a number of
hearings related to Secretary Clinton’s use of a private email server to conduct State
Department business. In connection with those hearings, the Committee yesterday issued a
statement primarily in response to a congressional subpoena ignored by a former State
Department employee.  However, in part of the statement, the Committee noted that the
purpose of the investigation included, among other things, determining any changes to the
Ethics in Government Act of 1978 that could help prevent future occurrences of the sort
under inquiry.
 
“The oversight and legislative purposes of the investigation at issue here, described more fully
immediately below, include, but are not limited to: (1) seeking information about former
Secretary Hillary Clinton`s use of a private, non-secure email server during her time at the
Department of State, as well as the transmittal of classified national security information on
that server; (2) examining the circumstances that resulted in the failure to preserve federal
records arising during Secretary Clinton`s tenure, as required by the Federal Records Act, and
to produce such records pursuant to Congressional requests or requests made pursuant to the
Freedom of Information Act and; (3) determining what, if any, changes to the Federal Records
Act of 1950, Freedom of Information Act of 1966, Ethics in Government Act of 1978, or any
other federal law(s) may be necessary to prevent these or similar circumstances from
recurring.”
 
http://www.cq.com/alertmatch2/316731438?0&deliveryId=7966299&uid=testimony-
4961179&srcpage=alertemail
 
 



From: Elizabeth D. Horton
To: Agency Wide
Subject: OGE FOIA FY 17/029
Date: Tuesday, December 06, 2016 12:07:35 PM

Please excuse the profane language that follows.  The language is a direct quote from the FOIA
request seeking emails from any OGE employee.
 
OGE received a FOIA request for a copy of “each email sent on November 8th, November 9th,
November 10th, or November 11th of this year (2016) to or from any of employee of the Office of
Government Ethics, which contains the word ‘Trump,’ ‘Clinton,’ ‘Fuck,’ ‘Fucking,’ ‘Fucked,’ ‘Shit,’
and/or ‘Damn.’”
 
Please search your email accounts for any records responsive to this request and provide any
responsive records by COB December 13, 2016. 
 
If you do not have any responsive records, please reply with a “no records” response. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thank you.
 

Liz
 
Elizabeth D. Horton
Assistant Counsel, Legal, External Affairs and Performance Branch
Program Counsel Division
U.S. Office of Government Ethics
(202) 482-9211
Elizabeth.Horton@oge.gov
 
Visit OGE’s website: www.oge.gov
Follow OGE on Twitter: @OfficeGovEthics
 



From: Elizabeth D. Horton
To: Supervisor MailGroup
Subject: OGE FOIA
Date: Tuesday, December 06, 2016 12:02:58 PM

Good afternoon Supervisors.
 
Please be aware that I will be sending out the following email agency-wide because of a FOIA
request seeking emails from any OGE employee.  I wanted to alert you in case you receive any
questions or comments.
 
Please excuse the profane language that follows.  The language is a direct quote from the FOIA
request seeking emails from any OGE employee.
 
OGE received a FOIA request for a copy of “each email sent on November 8th, November 9th,
November 10th, or November 11th of this year (2016) to or from any of employee of the Office of
Government Ethics, which contains the word ‘Trump,’ ‘Clinton,’ ‘Fuck,’ ‘Fucking,’ ‘Fucked,’ ‘Shit,’
and/or ‘Damn.’”
 
Please search your email accounts for any records responsive to this request and provide any
responsive records by COB November 13, 2016. 
 
If you do not have any responsive records, please reply with a “no records” response. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thank you.
 

Liz
 
Elizabeth D. Horton
Assistant Counsel, Legal, External Affairs and Performance Branch
Program Counsel Division
U.S. Office of Government Ethics
(202) 482-9211
Elizabeth.Horton@oge.gov
 
Visit OGE’s website: www.oge.gov
Follow OGE on Twitter: @OfficeGovEthics
 




