DEPARTMENT OF WAR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR/JOINT STAFF
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
1155 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1155

Ref: 20-F-0163
April 22, 2026

Mr. John Greenewald
The Black Vault, Inc.
27305 W. Live Oak Road
Suite #1203

Castaic, CA 91384

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

This is a final response to your October 29, 2019 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request, a copy of which is enclosed for your convenience. The Office of the Secretary of
War/Joint Staff (OSW/JS) FOIA Requester Service Center received your request on
October 30, 2019, and assigned it FOIA case number 20-F-0163. We ask that you use this
number when referring to your request.

The Office of the Assistant to the Secretary of War for Public Affairs (OATSW(PA)), a
component of OSW, conducted a search of their records systems and located 416 pages
determined to be responsive to your request. Ms. Tanya Rose, Information Management
Director, OATSW(PA); Mr. David Bennett, Director, DoD Office of Information Counsel Office
of General Counsel; C.C. Davison, Chief, Records and Open Government, Defense Intelligence
Agency; Mr. Mark Dorgan, Director, FOIA, Privacy and Civil Liberties Office, Department of
Defense Office of Inspector General; and Mr. Richard Strong, Director Navy FOIA/PA Program
Office, in their capacities as Initial Denial Authorities, have determined that portions of the 416
responsive pages are exempt from release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(3), information
specifically exempted by a statute establishing particular criteria for withholding, applying
10 U.S.C. § 424 which protects an organization or any function of an organization, and certain
information pertaining to, employees of the Defense Intelligence Agency, the National
Reconnaissance Office, and the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency. Information was also
withheld pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(5), inter- and intra- agency memoranda which are
deliberative in nature; this exemption is appropriate for internal documents which are part of the
decision-making process, and contain subjective evaluations, opinions and recommendations;
(b)(6), information which, if disclosed, would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of the
personal privacy of individuals. Please note that we have considered the foreseeable harm
standard when reviewing records and applying exemptions under the FOIA in the processing of
this request.

In this instance, fees for processing your request were below the threshold for requiring
payment. Please note that fees may be assessed on future requests.



If you have any questions or concerns about the foregoing or about the processing of your
request, please do not hesitate to contact the Action Officer assigned to your request, Brianna
Johnson, at brianna.n.johnson2.civ@mail.mil or 571-372-0409. Additionally, if you have
concerns about service received by our office, please contact a member of our Leadership Team
at 571-372-0498 or Toll Free at 866-574-4970.

Should you wish to inquire about mediation services, you may contact the OSW/JS FOIA
Public Liaison, Virginia Burke, by email at osd.mc-alex.oatsd-pclt.mbx.foia-liaison@mail.mil or
by phone at 571-372-0462. You may also contact the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA
mediation services they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows:

Office of Government Information Services
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS

College Park, MD 20740

E-mail: ogis@nara.gov

Telephone: 202-741-5770

Fax: 202-741-5769

Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448

You have the right to appeal to the appellate authority, Mr. Michael Kremlacek, Acting
Principal Deputy to the Secretary of War for Privacy, Civil Liberties, and Transparency (PCLT),
Office of the Secretary of War, at: 4800 Mark Center Drive, ATTN: PCLFD, FOIA Appeals,
Mailbox #24, Alexandria, VA 22350-1700. Your appeal must be postmarked within 90 calendar
days of the date of this response. Alternatively, you may email your appeal to osd.foia-
appeal@mail.mil. If you use email, please include the words "FOIA Appeal" in the subject of the
email. Please also reference FOIA case number 20-F-0163 in any appeal correspondence.

We appreciate your patience in the processing of your request. As stated previously,
please contact the Action Officer assigned to your request, Brianna Johnson, and reference FOIA

case number 20-F-0163, if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

/‘{M,MG.W

Pamela Andrews
Chief, FOIA

Enclosures:
As stated
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All active links contained in this email were disabled. Please verify the identity of the sender,
and confirm the authenticity of all links contained within the message prior to copying and
pasting the address to a Web hrowser.

Hi Chris:

Attached are a two examples of the documentation Lue may feel compelled to release if there is
not a ¢larification of his continuing active

role in coordinating activities with Navy and other agencies related to UAP issues right up until
his departure and resignation from OSD.

Frankly, it might well be to Lue's henetit and that of TTSA and the History Channel to have a
pissing match about this with DoD/OSD hut personally 1’d

hate to see that. ['m glad that does not seem to have occurred to Lue yet but it may become
unavoidable if there is not some clarification since his integrity is publicly being called into
question.

[ also want to point out that Lue insists that he was NOT detailed to DIA, another falsehood
according to Lue.

[ know your office and its credo very well and fully understand that you and your colleagues are
absolutely committed to being as transparent as possible. There is not the least question in my
mind regarding your integrity or that of your colleagues in OSD Public Affairs based on serving
in OSD during 2 Administrations. However, you have clearly have not been given a full or
complete picture on this issue.

[ hope this information proves useful. There is much more than this sample. Lue has a lot of
friends on the inside who I believe will continue to push out more unclassified information on his
behalf if this becomes a pissing match. Indeed one of them will soon he appearing on the
History Channel show talking about their work with Lue on these matters AFTER the time
period you seem to believe he was no longer involved with AATIP {although that individuals
identify is protected).

[ hope this information proves useful. Please do not hesitate to contact me if [ can he of further
assistance.

Lue cherishes his relationship with DoD and does not want to escalate this but as you can
imagine after the intercept story by Kloor pressure is building on him to respond.

In my view it is probably best for you to continue this discussion directly with Lue going
forward; it is not really my affair, but [ did want to give you a head’s up as | can see where this

may be heading and it seems to me to be preferable to avert a public clash over this if possible.

Sincerely,












HARRY REID MAJORITY LEADER
NEVADA

Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, OC 20510-7012
June 24, 2009

Honorable William Lynn 11
Deputy Secretary of Defense
1010 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1010

Dear Secretary Lynn:

Beginning this past September, the U.S. Senate has mandated that the Defense Intelligence
Agency assess far-term foreign advanced aerospace threats to the United States, The scope of
program interest covers from the present out to forty years and beyond. In order to further our
effort in recognizing emerging disruptive aerospace technologies, technical studies are being
conducted in regard to advanced lift, propulsion, the use of unconventional materials and
controls, signature reduction, weaponry, human interface and human effects.

Since the Advanced Aerospace Threat and [dentification Program (AAITP) and study were
first commissioned, much progress has been made with the identification of several highly
sensitive, unconventional aerospace-related findings. Given the current rate of success, the
continued study of these subjects will likely lead to technology advancements that in the
immediate near-tcrm will require extraordinary protection. Due to the sensitivities of the
information surrounding aspects of this program, I require your assistance in establishing a

Restricted Special-Access-Program (SAP) with a Bigoted Access List for specific portions of the
AATIP. '

In order to support this national effort, a small but highly specialized cadre of Department of
Defense (DoD) and private sector individuals are necessary. These individuals must be
specialized in the areas of advanced sciences, sensors, intelligence/counterintelligence, and
advanced aerospace engineering, Given the likelihood that these technologies will be applied to
future systems involving space flight, weapons, communications, and propulsion, the standard
management and safeguarding procedures for classified information are not sufficient. Even the
use of conventional SAP protocols will not adequately ensure that all aspects of the project are
properly secured. Although not every aspect of AATIP requires Restricted SAP read-on, the
foltlowing portions should be maintained at the Restricted SAP level:

* The methodology used to identify, acquire, study, and enginecr the advanced
technologies associated with AATIP.

o Specific inethodologies used to study unconventional technology nay require
nuanced approaches that will undoubtedly be of significant interest if not a top
priority for adversarial Foreign Intelligence Security Services (FISS).

































PS: Last week [ appeared on GMA, Fox, Inside Edition etc. Below is a sample. I imagine [ may
be asked to comment publicly on this issue soon myself. If so, obviously I will have no choice
but to set the record straight. Lue was clearly continuing to work the UAP issue at a high level
right up until the end.

Here is where [ am coming from on the larger UAP issue if interested:
Caution-

https://www.foxnews.com/science/christopher-mellon-official-ufo-sightings-real < Caution-
https://www.foxnews.comv/science/christopher-mellon-official-ufo-sightings-real >









HARRY REID MAJORITY LEADER
NEVADA

Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-7012
June 24, 2009

Honorable William Lynn 11
Deputy Secretary of Defense
1010 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1010

Dear Secretary Lynn:

Beginning this past September, the U.S. Senate has mandated that the Defense Intelligence
Agency assess far-term foreign advanced aerospace threats to the United States, The scope of
program interest covers from the present out to forty years and beyond. In order to further our
effort in recognizing emerging disruptive aerospace technologies, technical studies are being
conducted in regard to advanced lift, propulsion, the use of unconventional materials and
controls, signature reduction, weaponry, human interface and human effects.

Since the Advanced Aerospace Threat and [dentification Program (AAITP) and study were
first commissioned, much progress has been made with the identification of several highly
sensitive, unconventional aerospace-related findings. Given the current rate of success, the
continued study of these subjects will likely lead to technology advancements that in the
immediate near-tcrm will require extraordinary protection, Due to the sensitivities of the
information surrounding aspects of this program, I require your assistance in establishing a

Restricted Special-Access-Program (SAP) with a Bigoted Access List for specific portions of the
AATIP. '

In order to support this national effort, a small but highly specialized cadre of Department of
Defense (DoD) and private sector individuals are necessary, These individuals must be
specialized in the areas of advanced sciences, sensors, intelligence/counterintelligence, and
advanced aerospace engineering, Given the likelihood that these technologies will be applied to
future systems involving space flight, weapons, cormmunications, and propulsion, the standard
management and safeguarding procedures for classified information are not sufficient. Even the
use of conventional SAP protocols will not adequately ensure that all aspects of the project are
properly secured. Although not every aspect of AATIP requires Restricted SAP read-on, the
foltlowing portions should be maintained at the Restricted SAP level:

* The methodology used to identify, acquire, study, and enginecr the advanced
technologies associated with AATIP.

o Specific inethodologies used to study unconventional technology 1nay require
nuanced approaches that will undoubtedly be of significant interest if not a top
priority for adversarial Foreign Intelligence Security Services (FISS).





















officials in Dol and other agencies tc the best of my ability in the interest of national security. When
| departed, as is clear from my resignation letter, it was purely out of frustration with my ability to gain
additional traction and support. But | put my shoulder to the wheel all these years and worked
diligently tc maintain a focus on the AATIP issue and continued to coordinate and promote coliection
and anaiysis. Call it an "activity" vs a "program" if you will, but if this escalates it will be easy to
prove how active | remained in support of our men and women in uniform, especially in the US
Navy. If some who were not privy ic my actions want to portray me as a rogue, weil bad on them for
sitting on their hands and doing nothing about recurring intrusions into US airspace and military
operating areas and good on me for continuing to risk my reputation and career in support of the US
Navy and the nation. Personally, it is outrageous so many others did sc little in the face of what the
Navy now publicly acknowiedges is serious national security issue. The plain truth is that | did
everything | could to maintain focus and attention on this vital issue when so many cthers continued
to sweep it under the rug purely for fear of the stigma and possible impact cn their reputaticns. And
for that the department wants to make me out tc be the bad guy? An imposter? For showing
initiative and support to the Navy and others? For keeping this effort going as best | could -- an
effort now fully vindicated by the Navy itself?

As you can weli imagine, | am not only hurt and disappointed but angry. | should if anything be
getting accoiades for persistence and initiative, especially since the Navy has now publicly
acknowledged the seriousness of the issue, scmething that only occurred because of my efforts.
Instead, a knife in the back? Wow, thanks guys! If the department wants to have this out in public
we can certainly do so. | can easily establish that Neil tock the meetings referenced in these emails
and that this plan was blessed by an individual who has departed but was at the time a senior
Administration appointee and directly reported to General Mattis. Do you honestiy think | made up
the stuff in these emaiis? Really? Check Neil's calendars and you will see these meetings cccurred
{as well as innumerable other meetings on my calendars).

| am providing these documents to you to afford you and the Department a final opportunity to
correct the record. Meanwhile, | am being pushed into a corner as you can well imagine and will
soon be forced to engage an attorney and respond. The oversight committees are also well aware
of my role and | believe appreciative of my efforts.

In conclusion, it seems clear to me and others that there exists an extreme miscommunication
among QUSDI staff. | truly hope we can resolve this amicably.

What a sad statement it is that instead of being rewarded for my initiative and persistence, for
diligently pursuing an issue so many others were willing tc duck, some in the department are instead
trying to destroy my career and reputation by sowing disinformaticn. To reiterate, | was an OUSDI
staff member while working with the AATIP portfolic up until the point of my departure. This was
previously verified by the DoD Press Secretary in 2017, Check Neil's calendar and you will be able
to confirm these meetings occurred -- a smail sampie of the total number of meetings | was having
on a weekly and near daily basis at the time.

| know that you are trying to be a fair and honest broker. | hope you will therefore take this letter in
the spirit of a former colleague merely seeking to set the record straight.

Please advise receipt of this communication if you wouid at your earliest convenience. | am holding
off media requests and will continue to do so untit | hear from you. As you can imagine, the pressure
is growing.

Sincerely and respectfully,

Lue Elizondo






Officials from other agencies and departments (ie DIA and CIA) attended meetings | held to
coordinate activities on this topic in support of the men and women in the US Navy, who as you
know were and still are deeply perplexed and concerned by this phenomenon. AATIP was an official
program that was never shut down, when the funding dried-up | continued to lead and interact with
officials in DoD and other agencies to the best of my ability in the interest of national security. When
| departed, as is clear from my resignation letter, it was purely out of frustration with my ability to gain
additional traction and support. But | put my shoulder to the whee! all those years and worked
diligently tc maintain a focus on the AATIP issue and continued to coordinate and promote collection
and analysis. Call it an "activity" vs a "program” if you will, but if this escalates it will be easy to
prove how active | remained in support of our men and women in uniform, especially in the US

Navy. If some who were not privy to my actions want to portray me as a roque, well bad on them for
sitting on their hands and doing nothing about recurring intrusions into US airspace and military
operating areas and good on me for continuing to risk my reputation and career in support of the US
Navy and the nation. Personally, it is outragecus soc many others did so little in the face of what the
Navy now publicly acknowiedges is serious national security issue. The plain truth is that | did
everything | could to maintain focus and attention on this vitai issue when so many others continued
to sweep it under the rug purely for fear of the stigma and possible impact on their reputations. And
for that the department wants to make me out to be the bad guy? An imposter? For showing
initiative and support to the Navy and others? For keeping this effort going as best | could -- an
effort now fully vindicated by the Navy itseif?

As you can weill imagine, | am nat only hurt and disappointed but angry. | should if anything be
getting accolades for persistence and initiative, especially since the Navy has now publicly
acknowiedged the seriousness of the issue, scmething that only occurred because of my efforts.
Instead, a knife in the back? Wow, thanks guys! If the departiment wants to have this out in public
we can certainly do so. | can easily establish that Neii took the meetings referenced in these emails
and that this plan was blessed by an individual who has departed but was at the time a senior
Administration appeintee and directly reported to General Mattis. Do you honestly think | made up
the stuff in these emails? Really? Check Neil's calendars and you will see these meetings occurred
{(as well as innumerable other meetings on my calendars}.

| am providing these documents tc you to afford you and the Department a final opportunity to
correct the record. Meanwhile, | am being pushed into a corner as you can well imagine and will
soon be forced to engage an attorney and respond. The oversight commitiees are aiso well aware
of my role and | believe appreciative of my efforts.

In conclusion, it seems clear to me and others that there exists an extreme miscommunication
among QUSDI staff. | truly hope we can resoive this amicably.

What a sad statement it is that instead of being rewarded for my initiative and persistence, for
diligently pursuing an issue so many others were willing to duck, some in the department are instead
trying to destrey my career and reputation by sowing disinfermation. To reiterate, | was an QUSDI
staff member while working with the AATIP portfolio up until the point of my departure. This was
previously verified by the DoD Press Secretary in 2017. Check Neil's calendar and you wiil be able
to confirm these meetings occurred -- a small sample of the total number of meetings | was having
on a weekly and near daily basis at the time.

| know that you are trying to be a fair and honest broker, | hope you will therefore take this letter in
the spirit of a former colleague merely seeking to set the record straight.

Please advise receipt of this communication if you wouid at your earliest convenience. | am holding
off media requests and will continue to do so until | hear from you. As you can imagine, the pressure
is growing.



Sincerely and respectfully,

Lue Elizondo













































the stuff in these emaiis? Really? Check Neil's calendars and you will see these meetings occurred
{as well as innumerable cther meetings on my calendars}).

| am providing these documents to you to afford you and the Department a final cpportunity to
correct the record. Meanwhile, | am being pushed into a corner as you can well imagine and will
soon be forced to engage an attorney and respond. The oversight committees are aiso well aware
of my role and | believe appreciative of my efforts.

In conclusion, it seems clear to me and others that there exists an extreme miscommunication
among OUSDI staff. | truly hope we can resoive this amicably.

What a sad statement it is that instead of being rewarded for my initiative and persistence, for
diligently pursuing an issue so many others were willing to duck, some in the department are instead
irying to destroy my career and reputation by sowing disinformaticn. To reiterate, | was an OUSDI
staff member while working with the AATIP portfolio up until the point of my departure. This was
previously verified by the DoD Press Secretary in 2017, Check Neil's calendar and you will be able
to confirm these meetings occurred -- a small sample of the total number of meetings | was having
on a weekly and near daily basis at the time.

| know that you are trying to be a fair and honest broker. | hope you will therefore take this letter in
the spirit of a former colleague merely seeking to set the record straight.

Please advise receipt of this communication if you wouid at your earliest convenience. | am holding
off media requests and will continue to do so until | hear from you. As you can imagine, the pressure
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Sincerely and respecffully,

Lue Elizondo
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HARRY REID MAJORITY LEADER
NEVADA

Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-7012
June 24, 2009

Honorable William Lynn 11
Deputy Secretary of Defense
1010 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1010

Dear Secretary Lynn:

Beginning this past September, the U.S. Senate has mandated that the Defense Intelligence
Agency assess far-term foreign advanced aerospace threats to the United States, The scope of
program interest covers from the present out to forty years and beyond. In order to further our
effort in recognizing emerging disruptive aerospace technologies, technical studies are being
conducted in regard to advanced lift, propulsion, the use of unconventional materials and
controls, signature reduction, weaponry, human interface and human effects.

Since the Advanced Aerospace Threat and [dentification Program (AAITP) and study were
first commissioned, much progress has been made with the identification of several highly
sensitive, unconventional aerospace-related findings. Given the current rate of success, the
continued study of these subjects will likely lead to technology advancements that in the
immediate near-tcrm will require extraordinary protection, Due to the sensitivities of the
information surrounding aspects of this program, I require your assistance in establishing a

Restricted Special-Access-Program (SAP) with a Bigoted Access List for specific portions of the
AATIP. '

In order to support this national effort, a small but highly specialized cadre of Department of
Defense (DoD) and private sector individuals are necessary, These individuals must be
specialized in the areas of advanced sciences, sensors, intelligence/counterintelligence, and
advanced aerospace engineering, Given the likelihood that these technologies will be applied to
future systems involving space flight, weapons, cormmunications, and propulsion, the standard
management and safeguarding procedures for classified information are not sufficient. Even the
use of conventional SAP protocols will not adequately ensure that all aspects of the project are
properly secured. Although not every aspect of AATIP requires Restricted SAP read-on, the
foltlowing portions should be maintained at the Restricted SAP level:

* The methodology used to identify, acquire, study, and enginecr the advanced
technologies associated with AATIP.

o Specific inethodologies used to study unconventional technology 1nay require
nuanced approaches that will undoubtedly be of significant interest if not a top
priority for adversarial Foreign Intelligence Security Services (FISS).



















































* Allegations of Violation of Libya Arms Embarge. UK Times story on UN Libya Panel of
Experts’ alleging U.S. violaticn of Libya arms embargo resulted in additional queries from
Barbara Starr, CNN; Helene Cooper, NYT; Umar Faroog, Middle East Fye; Mikbail Turgiev, RIA
Novosti; and Dmitry Kirsanov, TASS, asking for a Pentagen comment and specifically if the U.S.
had captured a Russian missile system from Russia in Libya. Additional questions included
what kind of missile system was this; where and when exactly was it captured; where was it
taken; how did the US come up with the plan to capture it; and have U.S. forces learned
anything from the missile system. Provided an NSC-cleared on-the-record comment that “We
are aware of the UK Times story. The Department of State can provide you more context with
regards to the United States policy towards Libya with specifics. The United States opposes all
foreign military intervention in Libya. We strongly support the October 23 Libyan ceasefire
agreement, including the immediate withdrawal of foreign military forces and mercenaries.
This includes the need for the departure of Russian proxy forces. To that end, the United
States has been a leader on promoting adherence to the arms embargo. We remain fully
committed to ensuring advanced weapons systems neither enter Libya nor are proliferated
from Libya into the hands of dangerous actors, and further stoking violent conflict in violation
of the word and spirit of the arms embarge. The United States pricritizes finding an inclusive,
negotiated, political solution to the Libyan conflict.”

* Halting Onboarding Actions for DoD Board Members: Lara Seligman, Politico, and Nancy
Youssef, Wall Street Journal, asked about a recent internal message halting onboarding
actions for newly appointed DoD advisory board members. Provided the following, attributed
to Mr. Kirby: “"The Secretary, as you would expect, is reviewing current policies in place
across the Department to determine if any changes are necessary, to include the advisory
boards. No final decisions have been made with respect to board membership. But we will
make the information available should that change.”

BRIEFINGS

Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby, COVID Senior Advisor Max Rose, and Brig. Gen. Paui
Friedrichs, Joint Staff Surgeon, briefed the press on COVID-19 efforts, vaccinations, and myriad
other topics, including Afghanistan, extremism in the ranks, Taiwan, Korean Peninsula, global
force posture, FY22 budget, SECDEF phene calls with counterparts, Israel move to CENTCOM,
and NG deployment to DC. A transcript will be posted to defense gov when available.

DCD RELEASES

* France Bilat Readout. Posted readout of SECDEF phone cail with French Minister of the












* Vaccinations for Guantanamo Detainees. Carol Rosenberg, New York Times, asked whether
or not the vaccine that will be given to Guantanamo detainees will be Moderna; who signed
the approval memo; will the defendants in the case going to arraignment on Feb. 22 go first;
and whether she can have a copy of the material that the detainees will be given explaining to
them that it is voluntary {Arabic and Bahasa Indonesian). Waorking response with SOUTHCOM,
Detainee Policy Office and the COVID Task Force. Her initial article is at this link:

News Foundation, also asked whether the Pentagon said detainees at Guantanamo Bay will be
offered COVID-19 vaccines. She wants to know how many vaccines will be made available,
which vaccines and whether the troops stationed there receive vaccinations before the
prisoners. Working the response with SOUTHCOM, CVTF and Detainee Policy Office.

* Iraq Announcement of Killing 151S Deputy Commander. Zachary Halaschak, Washington
Examiner, and Tom Bowman, NPR, asked for confirmation/comment about Iraqi Prime
Minister Al-Khadimi's claim that Iragi Security Forces eliminated ISIS deputy commander Abu
Yaser al-Issawi. Provided on-the-record comment that, “Today, Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa
Al-Kadhimi announced that Iragi Secuity Forces Killed Abu Yaser al-Issawi, supervisor of ISIS
operations in Irag. The U.S. has NOT confirmed al-Issawi’s death. If confirmed, thisis a
tremendous victory for our partners and for the Iraqi people.”

* Taiwan Relationship. Jessica Ni, TVBS News of Taiwan, asked for comment on the PRC
comment regarding Taiwan’s independence. Referred to Mr. Kirby’'s comments at the presser.

* ASD{IPSA) Nominee. Sangmin Lee, Radio Free Asia, asked who was the nominee for |PSA.
Replied that David Helvey is still Acting ASD{IPSA).

* Korean Exercises and OPCON. Nari Baek, Yonhap News agency, asked for a comment on the
ROK PM discussing OPCON transfer and exercises. Referred to Mr. Kirby’s comments at the
presser for exercises, and after coordination with OSD{Policy), provided previously cleared
lines on OPCON: “Wartime Operational Control will transition when the mutually-agreed upon
conditions are fully met. A conditions-based wartime GPCON transition is not only what the
United States and Republic of Korea mutually agreed to, it is also necessary to ensure the
security of our military forces, peoples, and the regicn. A commitment to a specific timeframe
would put our forces and pecple at risk. Similarly, ensuring the security of military forces,
peoples, and the region requires is more complicated than merely swapping the leadership of
the Combined Forces Command.”

* DPAA/PLA Dialogue. lennifer White, NHK, and Stacy Hsu, Taiwan’s Central News Agency,
asked for a comment on the story that said the DoD talked with the PLA this week.
Coordinated with OSD{Policy) and replied with "From January 25-26, 2021, the Defense



POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) researchers conducted a first-ever Virtual Archival
Exchange with their PRC counterparts at the People's Liberation Army (PLA} Archives
Department. The two-day event was a rare opportunity to seek new information, discuss
previous requests, and raise possible field investigations in the coming year with the PLA
Archives Department. There were 15 U.S. POW/MIA cases specifically discussed covering
World War (WWII), the Korean War, Cold War, and the Vietham War. DPAA wiil continue to
engage with the PLA regarding these cases and the U.S. looks forward to safely executing
activities in China once COVID -19 safety protocols and operaticnal planning requirements are
in place.”

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

* Hypersonics. Closed out additional support to a recent interview with Sydney Freedberg,
Breaking Defense and OUSD(R&E) Principal Director for Hypersonics, Mr. Mike White, focusing
on conventional, theater hypersonic weapons, rather than interncontinental. Breaking
Defense interviewed Mr. White in regards to a recent paper released by the Union of Concern
Scientists on DOD Hypersonic programs, which was also written about in the NYT. Story
expected to post today or tomorrow,

* SECDEF Interview Reguest. Sean Kim, Seoul Broadcasting System, would like to interview
Secretary Austin about military issues of Asia Pacific, as well as the Korean peninsula. Request
placed in the SECDEF Interview Requests folder for review and processing.

* Cyber Policy. Ellen Nakashima, The Washington Paost, has an off-the-record conversation
with Madeline Mortelmans, Principal Director Cyber Policy, Friday, Jan. 29 (4:30 p.m. to 4:45
p.m.) in order to get to know her and perhaps get some off-the-record information about
cyber policy, partnerships and the Defend Forward Strategy. Telephonic conversation will
take place on a public affairs conference line and last between 10-15 minutes.

* UAP Videos — Discovery Channel. Graham Evans, Discovery Channel, asked about using the
UAP videos he had seen on YouTube for the Discovery Channel show, “Strange Evidence.”
Pointed him to where the videos were officially released on the NAVAIR FOIA Reading Room,
and reguested that the show cite U.S. Navy as the source, as well as use our standard
disclaimer: "The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense {DoD} visual information does not
imply or constitute DoD endorsement.”

*JEDI. At 4 p.m. today, the DoD CIO sent an Information Paper on the Upcoming IEDI Cloud
Litigation Milestone to Congress, explaining that the Court of Federal Claims (COFC) will make
a significant ruling within the coming weeks related to the Joint Enterprise Defense
Infrastructure {JEDI) Cloud contract post-award protest. The ruling is on the Government’s






























* Southern Border. Ryan Browne, CNN, asked whether it’s true that discussions are underway
to have National Guard take a larger role in the missions along the southern border, but under
Title 10 leadership. After checking with OSD{Policy), have confirmed on background that
there have been discussions to that effect, but provided no further comment.

* CAPE Assessment of ABMS. Sara Sarota, Inside the Air Force, asked if it would it be possible
to receive a copy of a Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation (CAPE) Advanced Battle
Management System (ABMS) report, what prompted CAPE to do this study, and did CAPE
make specific recommendations to the Air Force about how to plan for ABMS. Provided the
CAPE-approved response: “We are currently working the ABMS AoA Sufficiency Assessment.
We do not provide pre-decisional studies or assessments.”

* Middle East Deployment Numbers. Julie In, CNN, asked for updated deployment numbers in
Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria. Provided the following response: “Irag: Approximately 5,200;
Syria: More than 600; Afghanistan: As of Feb. 28, 2020, (prior to the signing of the U.S.-Taliban
agreement) U.S. troop ievels in Afghanistan were approximately 13,000. U.S. Forces-
Afghanistan continues to reduce force levels and expects to be at 8,600 U.S. troops within 135
days {mid-July) of the signing of the U.S.-Taliban agreement. USFOR-A remains committed to
supporting our Afghan partners throughout the process and maintains the capabilities and
authorities to accomplish our cbjectives.”

* Afghanistan Drawdown. Joe Tabet, Al Hurra, asked if there are any discussions to pull all U.S.
troops out of Afghanistan. This follows an NBC article claiming the president told his advisers
that the U.S. should pull all troops from Afghanistan due to COVID-19 concerns. Provided the
following response: “The department has received no change in guidance on the drawdown
in Afghanistan. U.S. Forces-Afghanistan continues to reduce force levels and expects to be at
8,600 U.S. troops within 135 days (mid-July) of the signing of the U.S.-Taliban agreement.”

* Overseas Service Members Deaths Since 9/11. Abigail Ita, Warm Springs Productions, is a
producer working on the “Lara Logan Has No Agenda” documentary. She requested the
“numbers of US fatalities in wars and conflicts since 9/11, including official wars and other
conflicts.” Referred her to the DMDC website

where the requested information
can be found.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST
* Humanoid Robots Combatting IEDs. Coordinated with NASA and SOLIC's Combating

Terrorism Technical Support Office to review and approve an informational video abeout the
cooperative efforts between agencies to develop humanoid robots, which can support












protection of service members within Irag, and we continue to coardinate closely with cur Iragi
counterparts. The U.S. and our coalition partners remain committed to the lasting defeat of 1SIS and
supporting Iraq's long-term security and stability.”

* Afghanistan Drawdown. Ryan Browne, CNN, asked if there are any discussions to pull all U.S.
troops out of Afghanistan. This follows an NBC article claiming the president told his advisers that
the U.S. should pull al troops from Afghanistan due to COVID-1S concerns. Provided the following
response: “The department has received no change in guidance on the drawdown in Afghanistan.
U.S. Forces-Afghanistan continues to reduce force levels and expects to be at 8,600 U.5. troops
within 135 days (mid-July) of the signing of the U.S.-Taliban agreement.”

* Open Skies Aircraft. Joseph Trevithick, The War Zone, asked, among other things, whether or not
any OC-135 aircraft with the DVIS upgrade had conducted any missions under the Open Skies Treaty.
Responded:; “The Digital Visual Imaging System (DVIS) is designed to replace the current wet film
camera system on board the U.S. Open Skies Aircraft. The 55th Wing maintains one Treaty certified
wet-film aircraft to conduct Open Skies missions and one aircraft with the DVIS system installed. The
aircraft with DVIS installed is currently in the test phase, and has not been certified for use on Open
Skies missions.”

* Ligado. Dee Ann Divis, Inside GNSS/inside Unmanned Systems, queried about whether the U.S.
military would need to update GPS receivers if the Ligado proposal to operate a terrestrial 5G
network in spectrum adjacent to GPS. She also asked about the impact to the U.S. military should
Ligado be allowed to implement its proposal globally. Provided that DQD is concerned about the
Ligado request, remains opposed to it and that the impact on legacy military receivers used by DOD
wodl require modification or replacement of this equipment across the department, scmething that
would cost billions of dellars and take many years to complete, Any global terrestrial mobile
broadband deployment in the frequency band under consideration would adversely impact military
use of GPS.

* U.S. Assistance in the Sahel. Jack Detsch, Foreign Policy, queried for comment on French Defense
Minister Florence Parly’s comment that the U.S. will continue to provide support for Operation
Barkhane in the Sahel region by providing intelligence and surveillance. Coordinated with AFR
Policy, 1S, and AFRICOM to canfirm no new decisians have been made regarding AFRICOM’s
comprehensive/Blank Slate review,

* DOD on Libya. Ryan Browne, CNN, queried if there are updates regarding DOD's perception of, or
engagement in, Libya. Coordinated with AFR Policy to affirm, “The U.S. remains committed to a
secure and stable Libya, where the military serves in a support role to allow time and space for long-
term diplematic selutions to take effect.”

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

* Turkey Donations to United States. Coordinated an Air Force press release and article for the
government of Turkey donation to the U.S. landing at Andrews Air Force Base this evening. The





















COVID-19 had impacted the process. Drafted response and coordinating with the Cloud Computing
Project Office and CIO front office,

* Hypersonics. Garrett Reim, FlightGlobal, had asked several follow-up questions to an interview
with Mike White, asst. dir. for Hypersonics, QUSD{R&E). His follow-ups dealt with how DOD will
collaborate with academia on hypersonics development, Responses emphasized the need to
develop relevant high-payoff technologies and, at the same time, inspire and accelerate the learning
of the next-generation workforce.

* D-ISIS Qperation in Syria/Prisoners Held by SDF, Hadeel Oueis, North Press Agency, asked about
U.S. support to SDF detention facilities in Syria; current U.S. capabilities in Syria; impacts of COVID-19
to D-ISIS operations; and U.5./Russia interactions. Provided the following cleared response: “The
5DF continues to maintain control of thousands of 151S fighters at detention facilities in northeast
Syria, including approximately 2,000 foreign terrorist fighters, The U.S. military provides a range of
support to help ensure the SDF is able to detain these 1515 fighters securely and humanely, including
support to repair and renovate SDF detention facilities, very few of which are purpose-built. We
continue to evaluate the situation in Syria and to work by, with, and through our SDF partners to
identify further requirements for detention security. The United States maintains, however, that the
best disposition opticn is for detained foreign terrorist fighters’ home countries to repatriate,
prosecute, and, where appropriate, to incarcerate them. The United States, working closely with our
Coalition partners, has sufficient forces on the ground and capabilities projected from surrounding
countries to execute the defeat-ISIS campaign in Syria. Although Turkey's October incursion
complicated the northeast Syrian battlespace, we adjusted our force presence and continue to
support our SDF partners. U.S. presence in Syria is bolstered by the Global Coalition of 77 nations
and 5 internaticnal crganizations, many of which provide funding, military capabilities, law
enforcement coordination, and political support necessary to achieve the enduring defeat of ISIS,
The President has made clear that the United States remains fully committed to the enduring defeat
of I1SIS, which is critical to our national security. {51S remains a threat, and unless pressure is
maintained, a reemergence of 1515 is a very real possibility. We are committed to keeping that from
happening.”

* U.S./Taliban Agreement. Kim Dozier, Time Magazine, reached out to USFOR-A and asked if the
terms of the U.5.-Taliban agreement apply to U.5. contractors, and if the Taliban were in violation of
the agreement if they attacked a U.S. contractor or civilian (believe this may be for a piece on former
American contractor Mark Frerichs), USFOR-A referred her to the State Department,

* M-code Chips. Dee Ann Divis, Inside GNSS and Inside Unmanned Systems, asked how the Ligado
plan for a terrestrial 5G service using spectrum adjacent to GPS would impact M-code chips.
Coordinated with CIO and provided that it would have no impact.

* UAP Videos. Matteo Marini, La Repubblica (Italy), asked several questions about last week’s video
release and similar reports, Coordinated with Navy and responded with standard statement about
safety and security, what we mean by “unidentified,” and that this is the only release in recent
history.















assessment of the OCMO stipulated by the FY20 NDAA. Before response could be sent via e-mail,
Tritten posed his guestion during Mr. Hoffman's news briefing, Mr. Hoffman's response covered the
gquery. The summarized response: "The Secretary directed the staff to conduct an assessment of
the Office of the Chief Management Officer, as stipulated in the FY20 NDAA. That staff assessment
will take into consideration the findings of other independent reviews, including the review
conducted by the DBB. The report of the Secretary's assessment will be delivered to Congress when
it's completed."

* UAP Videos. leff Schogol, Task and Purpose, asked whether DoD acknowledged by releasing these
videos that UFOs/UAPs are a real phenomenon; and asked in a follow-up whether DoD can say
whether the Navy videos that were officially released indicate whether the unidentified aircraft are
extraterrestrial. Story running today. Coordinated with Navy and responded that all DOD is saying is
that our pilots occasionally observe something in the air that cannot be immediately identified at the
time that they observe it. It remains characterized as "unidentified" if we cannot definitively identify
it; and that the objects in the three released videos remain characterized as "unidentified.”

* Office of Net Assessment. Kerry Picket, The Washington Examiner, asked for comment an Mr. Jim
Baker's {ONA Director) emails which were released to Judicial Watch under a FOIA request. She
referenced the Michael Flynn defense documents that says they "believe"” that Mr. Baker was the
leak to the Washington Post. Coordinated with ONA and ATSD/PA and provided the following: On
the record, attributed to Lt Col Orland: "All ONA interactions with media are conducted in
accordance with DOD policy and ATSD/PA procedures, The documents referenced were released
according to FOIA requirements and illustrate regular interactions between department officials and
members of press." On background: "The reference by the defense team for Mr. Flynn was a note
in their court filing. At no time since that filing has anyone within the DoD or the DOJ investigated
Mr, Baker, nar given any credence to this 'belief,"

* Nigeria Foreign Military Sales. Received a query through the State Department from Erwan De
Cherisey, Jane's Defense, asking for information about FMS to Nigeria. Coordinated with OCPA,
DSCA and DOS and provided: 1. Who are the intended end users in Uganda and Nigeria [Army, Navy,
Air Force)? The Nigerian Army. 2. Are these purchases FMS or FMFs? This capability is funded via
Sec 333. 3. How are these systems expected to benefit local militaries in terms of
capabilities/missions? This capability enables the Nigerian Army to generate trained and ready
forces for counterterrorism operations.

* COVID-19 Origins. Received a query from Erin Banco, The Daily Beast, asking if the MACE report on
the COVID19 crigins was sponsored by DoD. Confirmed with USD(I&5) that the report was not a
DoD task or contract. Clarified to the reporter that Sierra Nevada MACE was under contract by DoD
but not for this COVID-19 report. Referred the reporter to the company for any further information.,

* Ex Gratia Payments. Austin Landis, Newsy, queried for additional information regarding ex gratia
payments made by DOD in 2019. Provided the Congressicnal report: Ex Gratia Payments in the
Event of Property Damage, Personal Injury or Death Incident to U.S. military Operations in Foreign
Countries. https://media.defense.gov/2020/May/12/2002298396/-1/-1/1/REPORT-ON-EX-GRATIA-
PAYMENTS-IN-THE-EVENT-OF-PROPERTY-DAMAGE-PERSONAL-INJURY-DEATH-THAT-WAS-INCIDENT-












and humanely. We thank our SDF partners for their swift and professional response to recent riots
at their detention facilities, As we continue to adapt to COVID-19 limitations, including border
restrictions, we have placed a renewed emphasis on repair, refurbishment, renovation, and
construction of new SDF detention facilities. The United States, along with our Coalition partners,
looks forward to making progress on this front in the coming months, however, we continue to
maintain that to achieve a longer-term solution, detained foreign terrorist fighters' home countries
should repatriate, prosecute, and where appropriate, incarcerate them.”

* Michael Flynn Case. Recieved 3 follow-up query from Kerry Picket, Washington Examiner, asking if
Bob Work, former DSD, had active communications with Washington Post reporter Mr. Ignatius. The
original query stemmed from a FCIA release of email traffic between Mr. James Baker, director,
Office of Net Assessment, and Ignatius, and referenced as the “believed” leak of the Flynn-Russia
phone call transcript. Responded: “I have no information about that.”

* Presidential Tweet on Afghanistan. Missy Ryan, Washington Post, asked for a DoD response on the
president’s tweet on Afghanistan earlier today, specifically where the president said, “how the US
‘never really fought to win."” Referred to the White House without comment.

* Vannevar Bush Faculty Fellowship. Jaime Adame, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, asked for
clarification of the award amount going to a 2020 fellow from the University of Arkansas and
whether there have been previous fellows selected from Arkansas. Responded that the award is
expected to be 53 million, and that this is the first time the award has gone to a recipient at the
University of Arkansas, and the first one in the state of Arkansas.

* JAIC Joint Warfighting Initiative Announcement. Lauren Williams, FCW, asked for comment on the
$800 million task order to Booz Allen Hamilton through a GSA Alliant 2 Government-wide Acquisition
Contract that will support the Joint Artificial Intelligence Center’s Joint Warfighting mission initiative.
G5A distributed the release today. Work on this task order will deliver artificial intelligence {Al)
enabled products to support warfighting operations and be instrumental in embedding Al decision-
making and analysis at all tiers of DoD cperaticns. She also asked about how this will work with JEDI.
Provided that the Joint Warfighting mission initiative will provide the Joint Force with Al solutions to
organize, fight, and win at machine speed in order to assist the Joint Staff, the combatant
commands, and ultimately our front line operatars, in solving strategic, operational and tactical
prablems through Al. With regard to JED!, provided that the two programs are wholly independent
of one another, but that JED! Cloud will facilitate the sharing of information worldwide at the
unclassified, secret and top secret levels of classification.

* Hypersonics Budget. Bob Burns, AP, asked to confirm the FY21 budget request for hypersonics.
Confirmed 53.2 billion for hypersonic offense and 5400 million for hypersonic defense.,

* UAPs. Received query from Roger Glassel, UFO-Aktuellt {Swedish blog), with 8 questions specific
to Navy on UAP investigations, the term “anomalous aerial vehicles,” and Navy's involvement in
DIA’s AATIP program {that ended in 2012). Coordinated with Navy, and responded that there is an
interagency team charged with gathering data and conducting investigations intc range incursions;
that neither Navy nor DOD use the term “anomalous aerial vehicles;” that Navy and DOD take












officials, “highlighted some of the negative impacts related to the POTUS halt on World Health
Organization funding.” Coordinated with AFRICOM to refer to the WHO to discuss potential impacts.

* Ex-gratia Payments. Thomas Gibbons-Neff, NYT, queried for additional details regarding ex-gratia
ilian casualty incidents. Provided DOD's
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payments made by the U.5. military in response to civ
report: “° C

* Child Rescue Service. Received a query from Michael Mihalakis, Discuss Glabal, asking for
confirmation that a Pentagon Pedophile Task Force exists. Provided lines prepared two weeks ago
which were coordinated through P&R. “There is not a Pentagon Pedophile Task Force. The only
child rescue service that we are aware of is the Human Expleitation Rescue Qperative (HERQ) Child-
Rescue Corps, which is a program developed by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s (ICE)
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI} and DODB’s U.S. Special Operations Command (USSOCOM), in
conjunction with the National Association to Protect Children.”

* Ligado. Paul Kirby, TR Daily, asked for comment on a press release put out by House Energy and
Commerce Committee Republicans supporting the FCC action on Ligado. Coordinated with C10 and
reported that we will not have anything to add to the department’s previous comments on the
Ligado proposal and FCC's actian.

* Colorado Service Members KIA, Kara Van Hoose, ABC 7 (Denver), requested statistics on the
number of those killed in action from Colorado. Referred her to the Defense Casualty Analysis
System {DCAS} with instructions an haw pull the requested info.

* Sexual Assault Provisions. John Donnelly, CQ, asked for comment on the three sexual assault
provisions Rep. Jackie Speier intends to bring up during the upcoming FY21 NDAA process.
Coordinating a comment with Office of Force Resiliency, but expect the comment to be along the
lines of, “the Department of Defense looks forward to studying the legislative proposals when they
become available.”

* UAP Investigations. Multiple bloggers and independent journalists asked follow-up questions
about the multi-agency team that investigates reports of range incursions. Questicns focused on
make-up, name/program name, budget, when it started, and whether former DOD QUSD()
employee Luis Elizondo had anything to do with it. Coocrdinating with Navy and QUSD(I) on
respanses — almost everything about the team is classified; anything invalving Luis Elizondo also
invalves legal and personnel/privacy matters.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

* South China Sea. Facilitated an engagement between DASD Werner and Lucas Tomlinson, FOX
NEWS, over the phone on current situations in the South China Sea. Engagement was on the record,
and we provided several follow up responses, specifically with regards to the speculation by media
that China is stepping up malign activities while the world is focused on the COVIB-19. Provided











































































Pentagon electronic systems, including the Pentagon's Commeaon Link Integration Processing in 2011
and potentially other systems at later dates. His story is based on claims made to him by Masoud
Molavi Vardanjani, an adviser to the Iran's Ministry of Defense, who fled to Turkey in 2018 and was
assassinated in 2019. Provided coordinated response with USCYBERCOM, OSD Cyber Policy, and
OSD CIQ: "As a matter of policy and for aperational security, we do not discuss cyberspace
operations, intelligence or cyber planning.”

* Quadrennial Cyber Pasture Review. Terrence Matsuo, a Washingten correspondent for NK News,
is interested in DOD's input to the Quadrennial Cyber Posture Review that feeds the NDAA and
relevant congressional committees, Journalist asks: 1. How many of these reports have been
compiled by DOD? 2. Which specific committees would this report be submitted to and has DQD
done so? 3. What is the classification status of the most recent repert? 4. If it is classified, is there an
unclassified version available for the public to view? Journalist does not have a hard deadline.
Coordinating with DOD Cyber Policy.

* BAH rates in NYC and Staten Island. Clifford Michel, The City, requested infermation on the
number of service members receiving BAH in NYC vs. Staten Island. Coordinating response with
Military Compensation (M&RA),

* SAPRO interview request. Desmon Farris, Stars & Stripes, requested an interview with a SAPRO
representative who can speak to sexual assault in the military as well as provide an update on
statistics, plans, and resources related to this topic. Coordinating request with SAPRQ.,

* Facial Recognition and Contact Tracing. Tom Squitieri, Talk Media News, asked about the state of
U.S. technology versus that of China in the area of facial recognition. He asks given the need for
contact tracing in light of the COVID national emergency and wanted to know about China's military
capabilities in this area. Coordinated with the QUSD{R&E) principal director for Artificial Intelligence
and the JAIC. JAIC acting director Nand Mulchandani recently addressed the issue of Al technology
in general and facial recognition in particular during a press briefing 8 July. In his response to a
question about US leadership in Al, he noted that the US leads in Al generally and that Al is not a
mongolithic technolegy. He noted that China's military and police authorities "undeniably have the
world's most advanced capabilities, such as unregulated facial recognition for universal surveillance
and contrel of their domestic populaticn, trained on Chinese video, gathered from their systems,
and Chinese language text analysis for internet and media censorship. It is not that the United States
military is technologically incapable of developing such systems, it is that our Constitution and
privacy laws protect the rights of U.5. citizens and it's -- how their data is collected and used and
therefore we simply don't invest in building such universal surveillance and censorship systems.So,
put simply, the United States is not behind in a race for these Al applications, we simply deny that
their development and use for the ends of state repression and control represents forward
progress.” The full transcript is available at

* UAPs. Multiple queries asking for comment or clarification on yesterday's NYT article about the
Senate asking for a report from the Pentagon on UAPs {committee report an draft FY21 Intel Auth.












Elbridge Colby and the current DASD(SFD) Daniel Green. Coordinated with DASD{SFD} and
confirmed that Brian Arakelian was the Acting DASD during this time.

* Chinese Spy and LinkedIn Vulnerabilities. Katrina Manson, Financial Times, queried about DC-
based Singaporean national Dicksen Yeo, whao pleaded guilty to being a Chinese spy on Friday and
recruiting U.S. government workers with high-leve| security clearances via LinkedIn, including a
civilian in the Air Force who worked on the F-35 program. Coordinated with USD{I&S) and referred
two guestions about the case to the Department of Justice. Also provided the following response:
“DoD personnel are not prohibited from personal use of LinkedIn. They are trained in the risks
associated with exposing personal information on social media sites, and obligated to protect any
information pertaining to the operations of the Department from unauthorized disclosure. The
Department of Defense regularly issues guidance to our workforce regarding the general threats to
DoD personnel pased by the proliferation of publicly available information and pravides guidance on
specific social media platforms, including their websites and smartphone applications.” Also
provided, “DoD is always on alert to detect and mitigate threats posed by foreign intelligence
services to recruit our personnel. In addition to our counterintelligence operations, we have a very
robust process for canducting background investigations at various levels depending an a person’s
access to classified information. Additionally, we have developed insider threat programs within all
DoD components to provide a venue for early detection of issues that could be indicators of
potential foreign intelligence penetration in our workforce.”

* Pentagon Pedophile Task Force. Will Sommer, The Daily Beast, is working on a story about a
conspiracy theorist named Timothy Charles Holmseth, who claims to operate the “Pentagon
Pedophile Task Force.” He requested confirmation that it isn't a real Pentagon / DoD arganization.
Provided pre-coordinated statement: “There is not a Pentagon Pedophile Task Force. The only child
rescue service that we are aware of is the Human Exploitation Rescue Qperative (HERQ) Child-
Rescue Corps, which is a program developed by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s (ICE)
Homeland Security Investigations {(H5l) and DOD’s U.S. Special Operations Command (USSOCOM), in
conjunction with the National Association to Protect Children.”

* Letter Requesting Withdrawal from Nomination. Connor Q'Brien, POLITICQ, requested a
statement from DaD on a letter the news outlet received this morning, that was dated Friday, from
Sen. Warren and nine other Dems to Antheny Tata calling for him to withdraw his nominaticn for
the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy position. The letter also called on him to resign his current
senior adviser post at DoD. Responded that DoD had no comment on the letter, and that Tata
remains a Senior Advisor to the Secretary and will have a confirmation hearing this week.

* UAP Sighting. M.L. Nestel, TMZ, asked if DoD had any reporting about a sighting and amateur
video of a UAP taken near Long Beach, California, on Sunday. Waiting to hear back from
NQRTHCOM; Navy has nothing on it.

* GAQ Climate Resilience Report. Alexadra Yetter, Bloomberg, asked for comment on a GAQ report
issued today (CLIMATE RESILIENCE - Actions Needed to Ensure DoD Considers Climate Risks to
Contractors as Part of Acquisition, Supply, and Risk Assessment). Response: We have nothing for
you on this beyond the DoD responses posted in the back of the report.















coalition ground forces made them appear as hostile combatants to the Apaches that engaged
them. A copy of the redacted report may be obtained through the Library of Congress.”

* UK Citizens Known as "Beatles" in Custody in Irag. Courtney Kube, NBC, is working on a story
about the Beatles. She asked whether or not the military was bringing them back to the United
States this weekend. She said her station received a tip that they were being brought back to be
tried in a district in Virginia. Provided her on background: “They are not leaving Irag any time soon,
there is no rush to get them out of country.” Missy Ryan followed up on her query about the I515
terrorists known as the Beatles being held in Iran. She indicated she had heard that Secretary Esper
hoped to transfer the men out of DoD custody and gave a deadline to resolve the issue by July 31.
She asked for clarification on background for why there is a July 31 deadline. There was no need to
provide any further background since the article published a short time afterward and she had the
information that officials backed off the deadline. Article can be found at

* Stars and Stripes Funding, Mark Greenblatt, Scripps, asked if DoD funding for Stars and Stripes will
end on Oct. 1, 2020, if the full Congress has not yet passed a budget that intends to support federal
funding for the news organization, and if so what will replace it? Coordinated with Defense Media
Activity and provided: “As a matter of policy we do not comment on pending legislation and cannot
comment on the NDAA that is under consideration. Given the proliferation of alternative news
sources, both print and digital, as well as social media content focused on quality of life issues, MWR
matters, and family and community support, DoD does not believe that Stars and Stripes fulfills a
unique service in the way it once did and does not believe that a DoD-subsidized publication has a
discernible impact on recruitment, retention, family life, or morale in the military.”

* Libya Report to Congress. Missy Ryan, Washington Post, queried to verify whether DoD has
submitted a report to Congress on Libya strategy, as required under section 1270 of last year's
NDAA, “The Department of Defense did not submit a report to Congress regarding the Libya
strategy, but did engage in a number of in-person briefs on the topic given the evolving dynamic
situation on the ground over the past year. We plan on submitting the report in coordination with
the Department of State as required by the law.”

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

* NDS LOE Support. OUSD{R&E) posted a release stating that the Department of Defense published
a DoD Instruction (DoDljon July 20 that contributes to a key line of effort in the National Defense
Strategy —increasing the lethality of our forces — through promotion and implementation of
enhanced technclogy protection across the DaD enterprise

* White House Fellow Ceremony. On Monday, Aug 3, Dr. Michael J. Christensen, HQE, Director,
Sensors and Communications Product Line, OUSD{R&E), will record a 1-2 min congratulations
message for White House Fellow Dakota Roberson, who was hosted by QUSD(R&E] this past year.












training in its review and response.

* Navy Reinstatement of Former Missouri Gov. and Former Navy SEAL. Tara Copp, McClatchy News,
requested a comment on the Navy's reinstatement of former Missouri Gov. and former Navy SEAL
Eric Greitens. Coordinated response with Accession Policy in M&RA and provided: "It is standard
practice for the Services to give notice when they have a candidate for processing with VIP interest.
Ultimately, it is the decision of Services to decide who they want to access into the Service
concerned.”

* Federal Hiring Preparation for Transitioning Service Members, Jessica Bur, Federal Times,
requested to speak with someone about “how DoD prepares departing service members for jobs
after the military, especially for job opportunities in the federal government. Any information on
how soon-to-be veterans can translate their skills for federal positions or search for jobs that are
well suited to them would be especially helpful.” Coordinating response with M&RA.

* Food Insecurity in the Military. Katherine Hafner, The Virginian-Pilot, asked if the “Department is
aware that [food insecurity] is a problem for service members (nationwide as well as in Virginia), and
are there any plans to address it? Are officials similarly concerned it could affect force readiness?
According to the survey, there's a link between lower rank and higher rates of food insecurity as
well.” Coordinating response with M&RA.

* Possible DoD Contract with MRG Medical and/or MRG Care 360, Vianna Davila, ProPublica, asked
if MRG Medical and/or MRG Care 360 has a formal business partnership or any other kind of
relationship with the DOD. Coordinating request for information with Health Affairs.

* Vehicle Donation to Colombia. Flavia Camargos, Shephard Media (London), queried about the
donation of M1117 vehicles to the Colombian Army. Provided: “Colombia was approved in June
2020 for the transfer of up to 200 M1117 vehicles under the Excess Defense Article (EDA) program.
Under the EDA program, administered by DSCA, defense articles declared as excess by the military
departments can be offered to foreign governments or international organizations to support U, S,
allies in their modernization efforts. These vehicles will also assist Colombia with their counter-
narcotics programs. The delivery date is unknown at this point as the case is still in development
and has not yet been finalized. The vehicles were advertised as excess by the U.S. Army to U.S.
partners and allies. The Colombian Army requested to acquire them through the Foreign Military
Sales program process. Colombia was also approved for two C-130Hs in May 2019.”

* COVID-19 Spending Request. Tony Bertuca, Inside Defense, gueried for comment on an opinion

Durbin and Rep. Adam Smith concerning potential tuture COVID-15 tunding tor DoD. He asked
about a reported unofficial DoD request for $11 billion in emergency spending related to COVID-19.
Coordinated with Comptraller and provided: “The Department of Defense continually assesses
what is required to support the defense of the nation in line with the National Defense Strategy. We
will not comment on internal discussions or on proposed or pending legislation.”
























shows that Lenovo had known cybersecurity risks as evidenced by the Department of State banning
Lenovo computers in 2006, Department of Homeland Security issued cybersecurity vulnerability
alerts for Lenove in 2015, and DoD identifying cyberespionage risks in a September 2016 report.
Reporter asks: Does the Dol believe there to be no related cybersecurity risks from Lenovo
products? Has Lenovo successfully convinced the DoD of its products’ safety? Does the DoD have a
statement to include in the article? Coordinating with DOD CIO, R&E, Army and Air Force, Reporters
deadline is COB Aug 11. Request for an extension was explained as impossible because they need
the story to go with the Lenovo quarterly report which is Thursday afternoon China time.

* Civilian Casualty Policy/Instruction, Missy Ryan, Washington Post, requested follow-on information
for her article on the interim instruction on civilian casualty payments. She requested historical data
about condolence payments made by the Department, and inquired whether or not payments were
made in an incident that occurred on March 17, 2017, in Mosul, Irag, in which Combined Joint Task
Force — Operation INHERENT RESOLVE {CITF-QIR) assessed that unfortunately 105 civilian deaths
more likely than not resulted from military operations. Informed her that condolence payments
were not made for that incident because the task force assessed that the 105 civilian casualties were
likely not to have been caused by U.5. military operations. Provided her the Annual Repert on Civilian
Casualties in Connection with United States Militarv Qoerations report at;

or
calendar years 2015-2018 that was extracted from past reports to Congress on the Commander’s
Emergency Response Program (CERP) that have not been publicly released. Finally, explained that
the Department does not maintain a publicly-available source providing information on all incidents
that may have led to an offer of a condolence payment, although the recently approved “interim
Regulations for Condolence or Sympathy Payments to Friendly Civilians for injury or Loss That Is
Incident to Military Operations” further standardizes such reporting requirements in the future.
Explained that for the safety of the recipients, as well as respect for their privacy, we generally do
not release specific information regarding payments for property damage, personal injury, or death,
including amounts that were paid to recipients.

* MHS Reform. Scott Maucione, FMN, and Patricia Kime, Military Times, requested a comment on a
memo that was signed by the Military Department secretaries and uniformed Service chiefs and sent
ta the SECDEF last week. Response coordinated with P&R and provided to the reporters: “The
Department is continuing to implement the direction as legislated by Congress and signed into law
by the President. The Department remains focused on ensuring the Services maintain a medically
ready force and a ready medical force, as well as ensure all eligible beneficiaries have continued
access to quality healthcare.”

* Expanded Child Care Services. Karen Jowers, Military Times; Amy Bushatz, Military.com; and Cailin
Kenny, Stars & Stripes, requested information on Military OneSource’s announcement regarding
expanded military child care services. Specifically they wanted to know the eligibility criteria, the
costs associated with offering the services, and additional information on the free subscription
service that will be offered. Coordinating response with MC&FP {ME&RA).

































QUERIES OF NOTE

* Navy's Center for Cost Analysis. Tony Bertuca, Inside the Pentagon, asked several follow up
questions to his previous query regarding a Memorandum of Agreement that CAPE signed with the
Navy to absorb the duties of the Navy’s Center for Cost Analysis. Tony referred to Mr. lohn Whitley's
comments in his nomination hearing August 4. Responded: CAPE does the Major Defense
Acquisition Program cost estimates for the Navy's programs; the MOA has been paused and
modified to reflect new reality with COVID; confirmed that CAPE has joined cost analysts from
NAVAIR to develap the milestone B ICE far the Next Gen lammer LB and that this is a pilot program
for how this relationship could work in the future and they are using remote work technology
because of COVID; and clarified that CAPE is not planning to pay to do more work to get the Navy's
cost estimates, but that the Navy would provide cost analysts, on a temporary basis, to work with
CAPE to complete ICEs for Navy pragrams.

* VA and Veteran Suicide Data. Ben Kesling, WSJ, requested comment on the America’s Warrior
Partnership report that stated data collected by the VA on veteran suicides undercounted the actual
number. Specifically, he asked if the DoD participated in the project, whether the DoD concurred
with the findings, if the report’s findings were factual, and whether the DoD coordinated with the VA
to change its processes for collection. Coordinated the responses with DSPO (OFR) and provided to
the reporter: “The Department provided data to America’s Warrior Partnership for this project,
including data to confirm if suicide decedents included in the America’s Warrior Partnership
presentation ever served in the U.S, military. As the findings relate to veteran suicide counts, we
defer to the VA for comment. While there are limitations in data reporting at the state level, the
DoD and VA have comprehensive suicide surveillance systems in place to further understand the
scope of the problem. The Department defers to the VA to comment on veteran suicide counts.
While there are limitations in data reporting at the state level, the DoD and VA use multiple data
sources to confirm suicide counts in order to provide the most comprehensive surveillance possible.
The Department defers to the VA to comment on the methodology of or any changes to the VA
suicide surveillance processes. The DoD and VA work together to surveil suicide deaths of Service
members and veterans, and to provide mutual support when changes are needed.”

* Military Spouse Employment Partnership. Caitlin Kenney, Stars & Stripes, requested a follow-up on
the Military Spouse Employment Partnership statement on military spouse hiring. Specifically, she
wanted to know if the number of jobs hired correlated with the 22% increase and if there was any
indication why there was an increase between the four-month period. Responses coordinated with
MC&FP (M&RA) and provided to reporter: “More than 31,000 jobs are correlated with the 22%
increase. Reporting is voluntary, so we cannot respond specifically that the spouses were hired in
that timeframe — only that their hires were reported in that timeframe.”

* DOD Anti-discrimination Practices and Folicies. Phil Stewart, Reuters, requested comment on
Reuters’ findings regarding racial discrimination in the DoD. Coordinated the responses with OFR
and provided to the reporter.

* FVAP. Jennifer Hansler, CNN, requested information on the FVAP for the DoD. Specifically, she
wanted to know how many U.S. personnel overseas are expected to vote via mail-in ballot this year,












junior and mid-level career employees, including outreach to historically black academic institutions.
Additionally, OSD Palicy is in the process of creating a diversity council, which includes working with
outside consultants, with the goal of creating a more diverse workforce.” Also provided an
additional background statement: “We would caution against narrowly focusing on the racial
identity of a couple dozen people in an organization of more than three millien to ascribe our
commitment to diversity, It is simplistic and not representative of the Secretary or Department’s
efforts.”

* UAPTF/Daily News Article. Lucas Tomlinson, Fox News, asked if DoD had any reaction to, cr
statement on, a Daily Mail (UK) article on an interview they did with former Navy pilot COR David
Fravor, one the pilots from the USS Nimitz who reported the UAP sighting in 2004. Responded that
we nothing for him on that.

* NYT Race Article, Richard Hanania, an independent journalist and fellow at Columbia University,
asked in NYT had contacted SECDEF for their recent article on “powerful Americans, classifying them
by race,” which includes SECDEF. Responded: “l can confirm that the New York Times did contact
the Department of Defense, but | cannot canfirm any details beyond that.”

* 9/11 Rescue ldentification. Bruce Leshan, with local WUSAS, asked for assistance in identifying the
victim that Retired Arlington Sheriff’s Deputy Art Castellano had pulled from the Pentagon on 9/11,
as part of a story they are running this evening. Coordinated with Historian’s Office, and responded
that we are unable to identify the individual, but since footage showed the victim being loaded onto
a U.S. Park Police helicopter, we recommended that WUSA9 contact the Park Police to see if they
had a list of personnel they evacuated that day.

* Requirements for Joining Military Service. Madison Dapcevich, Snopes, requested information on
whether individuals diagnosed with history of asthma can still join the military service and if so, what
stipulations might exist currently. Additionally, the reporter requests more infermation about
individuals diagnosed with asthma during Vietnam War; was this a2 medical option for deferment and
if so, were there specific parameters. Coordinating response with M&RA,

* Service Members and Veterans Rules for Campaign/Rally-related Events. Amanda Dolasinski,
Military Officers Assaciation of America magazine, requested information through a series of
guestions arcund the significance of the rules and why they are important to follow, and the social
media portion of the rules, Coordinating response with P&R and Legal Policy.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF NOTE

* Equal Opportunity Complaints. Facilitated an “off the record” phone engagement between Phil
Stewart, Reuters, and Mr. Cyrus Salazar on the Equal Opportunity process or system that service
members can use to address complaints of discrimination. The information will be used as part of
larger piece scheduled to be published by Reuters on understanding the processes for submitting EO
complaints.





















spending going back to World War Il. Provided the comptroller-approved response that: “We go
back to 1948 in our public docs:

Please see page 160, additional information may be found in the Green Book.”

* CAPE Director. Daniel Lippman, POLITICQ, asked if DoD could confirm that Joseph R, "Joe"
Nogueira is now Director [Acting) at Cost Assessment and Program Evaluation. Provided the CAPE-
approved response that: “Joseph R. Nogueira is now the Acting Director at Cost Assessment and
Program Evaluation.”

* UAP Sightings. Rachel Greenspan, Business Insider, is working on a story about the recent trend of
UFO sighting videos on TikTok and other social media platforms. She wanted to reach out to the
“Pentagon’s UFQ Task Force” to debunk these claims, and asked if the Pentagon was aware of a UFQ
in Boston or elsewhere in the U.S. in September, Coordinated with Navy and QUSD{I&S) and
responded: “DOD established the Unidentified Aerial Phenomena (UAP) task force to gain
knowledge and insight into the nature and origins of UAP incursions into our training ranges and
designated airspace. The mission of the task force is to detect, analyze, and catalog UAPs that could
potentially pose a threat to U.S national security. | refer you to local law enfarcement and the
Department of Homeland Security regarding reports of alleged “UFQ” sightings outside of military
training ranges and designated airspace.”

* PLA Activities Near Taiwan. idrees Ali, Reuters; Ryan Browne, CNN; and Chinyeh Chiang, Central
News Agency (Taiwan), asked for a comment regarding PLA activities near Taiwan following Under
Secretary of State Krach's visit. Replied with, “We have maintained constructive, unofficial relations
with Taiwan for 40 years. The PLA's aggressive and destabilizing reactions reflect a continued
attempt to alter the status quo and rewrite history, This is another example of the PRC increasingly
using its military as a tool of coercion with Taiwan and other neighbors. Taiwan’s security —and its
people’s ability to determine their future, free from coercion — remains a vital interest to the United
States and is integral to regional security.”

* PFAS Data. Travis Tritten, Bloomberg Mews, queried to get technical data from a DOD PFAS report
that was released in 2018. Provided data in requested format (excel spreadsheet vice PDF) along
with info that provided context on data. No immediate story expected; anticipate that he and his
team will submit follow-up questions at a later date after they have had time to analyze data.

* COVID-19 Response. Lara Seligman, Politico, published an article with points from a Joint Staff
review of some of the lessons learned in their response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Joint Staff
PA team provided comment. After the article published, OSD(PA) offered the following statement
for inclusion in the article; “The Department of Defense unguestionably continues to lead in its
response to the COVID crisis: maintaining readiness of our global forces; protecting our forces and
families; and providing unprecedented life-saving support to state, local and international partners.
The Department has been open and transparent on the challenges it faces in its response to the
COVID-19 crisis. From day one of the Federal response to COVID, Secretary Esper directed the
tracking and compilation of lessons learned. Those observations are currently in their initial stages,
and will be reviewed by offices throughout the department for thoroughness and accuracy before






























Laden Prowvided: Mothing new, | refer you to the White House for forther information on the President's bweet,

* Year-end U.5. Arms Sales Figures. Aargn Mehta, Defense News, acked whether Ms. Grant, director, Defense Security Cooperation Agency, would be
releasing year-end .S, arms sales figures when she speaks tomorrow &t Middle East Institute. If 50, he wanted thoss figures beforehand under
embargn. Provided off the-record: She is not expected to delver the year-end numbers at this event. DSCA and State are Ionking ot (ointly releasing
all secunty coaperation figures for FY20 together including DCS, FMS, and numbers for our International Capacity Building programs such as
Internatignal Miltary Educauon and Training and Humanitarian Disaster Relef and Ming Action, We will ket you knpw when that wll be,

* Reported &rms Sales to Taiwan. lames Legge, AFP News, requested canfirmation on Reuters report about the U S selling arms to Taiwan. Referred

Lo the State Department.

* Ewrapean Farce Posture, Abraham Mahshie, Washingtan Exarminer, 1s working on & piece on the Black Sea region and asked several guestians abaut
the mul-ta-mul relationship with Bulgaria and Romania following last week's bilateral engagements. Questions included U.S. troop gresence in the
regian, SDP spending by both countries, foreign military sales, and the potential for LL.S. rotational farces as a part of the Eurcpean Farce Posture
Review. Provided cleared responses on current U5, presence, confirmation of the delivery of the Pawniot system ta Romanlia, and reinforced previous
SECOEF statements on force posture,

* SCM Press Conference Cancellation. Several South Korean outlets asked why the press conference following the SCM was cancelled. Replied that

the Secretary decided to cancel.
* Taiwan Straits Transit. Sylvie Lanteaume, AFP, asked about a recent Taiwan Strants Transit. Referred to PACFLEET and INDOPACOM.

* AFRH Update. Coordinated on an RTQ for AFRH from Mike Lacy, WLOX-TV {Mississippi), who is doing an update on a story an the status of the AFRH
Bulfpart, Mississipnl, campus

* UAPTF International Coordination. Adam Kehoe, PhD, asked a series of questions sbout WAPTF international coordinatian as well as with other USG
and DcD agencies. Coordinated with Navy and QUSD[I&5) and responded with standard ine that we don’t pubhcly discuss UAP observations or
investigatians, ar UAPTF activities.

* Medical Malpractice Claims. Joge Sterman, Sinclarr Broadcast Group, asked if the DQD was given an extension to formulate 1ts regulations related to
the administrative claims process and [If s0) how long. Pravided the reporter wath the!h!ﬁ} I'esponse: “Section 731 aof the National
Defense Avthanzation Arct for 2020 did net eontain a deadline for publication of the Interim Final Rule, although as | mentioned development of the
Interim Final Rule is well underway and the Department is working diligently to publish it.” Laura Geller, WUSA 5, requested an update on the timelne
far the Interim Final Rule on medical malpracuce claims, Informed the reparter that there s nar an update at this time,

* Toxic Contaminants at Karshi-Khanabad  Katherine Hernidge, CBS News, requested respenses to her questions regarding farmer service members

suffering from exposure to toxic contaminants at Karshi-Khanabad (K-2) Airbase in Uzbekistan. Coordinating response with HA.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

* TRANSCOM virtual Media Round Table — COVID Arrcraft Particle Test Results, At 10:30 5T, Oct. 15, USTRANSCOM Deputy Commander, with ather
experts, will discuss results from the command's directed and funded aerosol testing, Testing was done to better understand aerosol parucle spread
{rom potentially infected passengers on the types of aircratt chartered to enhance the safety of Dol passengers. This round table could generate
nationzl media intersst due to camparison to similar types of aircraft used in commercial girline industry and their angoing challenges. This is an
invite-only event to a himited media audience that follows this topic,

* PPAG for UNITAS LXI. Reviewed/cleared PPAG for UNITAS EXI {R1). This is SOQUTHCOM's longest-running exerclse. Participants include Ecuador,
Argentina, Brazil, Celombia, Dominican Republic, Germany, Honduras, Italy, Peru, Uruguay, and the United States. Ecuador is the host. The exercise
will be canducted fram Nav 2.11. Due to the ongoing COVID- 19 pandemic, UNITAS LXI will be an at-sea exercise allowing mantime forces to come
together and demonstrate interoperability and flexibility during 3 crisis. A small apening and closing ceremany will be conducted in aecordance with
COVID-139 mitigatians, but currently there will be ne additional sacial events ashore. The PA posture 15 Active. FOURTHFLT PA will distribute an initial
gress release grior to commencement of the exeraze.

* Data Modernization Stragegy. DLIO Jahn Sherman participaled in a fireside chatl discussion @ Billingtan Cybersecurity Breakfast from tine Penlagon
Small Studic. Numerous industry leaders attended as a brain trust to erigage Mr. Sherman in a discession ahout the Data Modermzation Strategy and
the way forward far cyhersecurity, zerg trust, arhicial intelhigence, data, Identry, credenuial, and access management [ICAM) and issues relating ta
attracting and retaining a high quanty techrucal workforce. Chatham House Rule wesin effect for the breakfast meeting
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QUERIES OF NOTE

* Future of CMO Paosition. Travis Tritten, Bloomberg Government, requested updated
information on the savings Ms. Hershman has achieved, including where specifically those
savings originated, how much has been realized, and how much is projected future savings.
Coordinated detailed respanse highlighting success of CMO team performance in reform and
DoD-wide cost savings, as well as specific data requested by reporter. Follow-on interview
pending.

* Service Member Pay Raise. Jeff Schogol, Task & Purpose, asked if service members will
received the anticipated 3% pay raise in 2021, Specifically, he wanted to verify if “the law
requires that service members will continue to get their base pay as well as the 3% pay raise in
lanuary, even if there is no NDAA.” Coordinating response with M&RA.

* Military Enlistment Information. Jacob Carpenter, Houston Chronicle, requested a comment
from DoD with regards to the Texas Education Agency eliminating high school graduates’
military enlistment from its academic accountability and school finance system; asked why the
data hasn’t been provided by DoD; if there is any legal/logistical issues influencing this back-
and-forth, and if the DeD might be provided this information in the future. Coordinating
response with DHRA.

* COVID-19 Vaccine Doses. Phillip Stewart, Reuters, asked how many doses of the COVID-19
vaccine the DOD is receiving and whether the vaccines will be going to medical personnel or
non-medical personnel cr a mix of both. Response provided: We have nothing for you on this
topic at this time.

* Afghanistan Deployment Numbers. Bob Burns, Associated Press, requested the most recent
update on the number of personnel deployed to Afghanistan since the war began. Request
submitted to DMDC Reporting System {DMDCRS) Helpdesk.

* Response to LTG{R) Flynn Comments. Meghann Myers, Military Times, requested a DoD
statement on the social media posts from LTG{R) Flynn calling for POTUS to declare martial
law, suspend the Constitution, and have the military run another election. Provided the
following statement attributable to a DoD Spokesperson: “Historically, our military does not
play a role in conducting, adjudicating, or enforcing electicns in the United States.”

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

* 5G Experimentation/Testing. Scheduled phone interview with George Seffers, SIGNAL









* Joint Regional Security Stack. Tony Capaccio, Bloomberg, asked if fielding of the Joint Regional
Security Stack {(JRSS) for both the SIPRNET and unclassified network had been paused and what the
outlook is for the program. Coordinated with QSD CIO and OT&E and provided: Fielding of JRSS on
the unclassified network has not been paused. Transition of SIPR JRSS to operations on SIPRNET has
been postponed in order to provide additional time to refine the operational requirements, mature
joint tactics, technigues and procedures (TTPs) for mid-point security, implement configuration
changes to installed equipment, and integrate results from ongoing Zero Trust pilots. Fielding of
JRSS on the unclassified netwaork will continue. Per the August 2020 DMI EXCOM'’s direction, SIPR-
JRSS implementation will be aligned with the SIPR mid-tier security way-ahead, which will be
informed by the cutcome of Zero Trust pilots and cybersecurity architecture analyses currently in
PrOgress.

* Financial Literacy Program. Jeffrey Snyder, The Broadcast Retirement Network, requested a DoD
representative to appear on the network to discuss the new financial literacy program for service
members. Coordinating response with DoD’s Office of Military Community and Family Policy.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

* Freedom of Navigation. John Feng, Newsweek, wrote an article with the headline that the USS
John S. McCain had been expelled from the South China Sea during a freedom of navigation
operation last week in the South China Sea, contradicting a Navy press release. After discussions
among State, DASD South/Southeast Asia, and QSD PA representatives, the QSD PA desk officer for
the Indo-Pacific region agreed to request a correction. Next steps will be evaluated following that
conversation.

* Office of Net Assessment, Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, queried about alleged remarks
from 2010 attributed to Mr. James Baker, Director of the Office of Net Assessment. Coordinated
with ONA and ASTD(PA} and provided the following, attributable to a defense official: “l can’t speak
to any alleged remarks or notes from an alleged decade-old briefing because | dan’t know the
context of the briefing, the intent of the briefing, what positions the briefers were tasked with
conveying, why the comments were provided, or what questions they answered. The Department
would need the opportunity to review the alleged comments before providing a response to them.
However, successive Secretaries of Defense and Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs have tasked the Office
of Net Assessment to provide various viewpoints—from a blue and red perspective—when assessing
national security policy. The office’s insights regarding the importance of a more lethal military and
more capable allies were included in the Department's National Defense Strategy, and their views on
the danger China poses to the United States are repeatedly sought by senior policy makers across
the U.S. government. Mr. Baker and the Office of Net Assessment will cantinue to provide their best
advice and counsel, regardless of who holds the position of Secretary of Defense.”

* UAP Report. John Greenewald, The Black Vault, asked whether the 180-day clock on started on
the UAP report that was directed in the SSCI committee report to the FY21 Intelligence Authorization

Act, which was one of the items included in the omnibus bill. Referred to QDBNI.

* COVID-19 Vaccine. Announced that Modernals Inc. has been awarded a $1.97 billion contract for


















DoD Agency Transition Director/Transition Task Force and responded: "The Biden-Harris DOD
Agency Review Team has met with the combatant commanders for U.S. Cyber Command; U.S.
Eurapean Cammand, which included NATO as an agenda topic; and U.S. Central Command, which
included discussions on Iran; as well as with the Deputy Assistant Secretaries of Defense for Europe
and NATQ, and for Russia, Ukraine and tastern Europe. Today DQD briefed the ART on
cybersecurity. Additionally, DOD has provided the ART with several responses to requests for
information and a number of information papers, including in the initial transition books, that have
discussed current U.S. relations with NATO and NATO memkEer nztions. Regarding any meetings or
briefings with NATQ allies, | refer you to the Biden-Harris Transition Team.”

* Administration Transition — Meetings & RFis. Nancy Youssef, Wall Street Journal, asked for
confirmation that there had been transition meetings this week. Confirmed that we had three
scheduled this week, and referred her back to the statement and Transition Facts released on Dec.
28 that included this information. In follow-up, she asked about a source who said that while DeD is
answering RFls, it is not always passing 2long those answers te the Biden team. Coordinated with
DoD ATD/TTF, indicated to reporter that her infoermation was incorrect, and provided: “DCD is
responding tc all RFIs from the Biden-Harris DCD Agency Review Team fcr both non-public
information and classified information. We are disclosing RFls in accordance with the Presidential
Transition Act and the Memorandum of Understanding between the White House and the Biden-
Harris Transition Team signed on Sept. 3C, 2020.” Subsequently confirmed for her that DoD is
continuing to respond te RFls during the halicay period, with prierity on OWS- and COVID-related
RFls, and noted that 17 RFis were completed between Dec. 18 anc Dec. 28.

= Office of Net Assessment Reports. Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times, gueried about a letter
from Sen. Grassley, part of 2n ongoing to probe, to DoD |G asserting that the Office of Net
Assessment has not done a net assessment since 2007, Ccordinated with ONA, LA and ATSD{FA)
anc provided: “As stated multiple times over the past two years to Senator Grassley’s office, and as
noted publicly (hyperlinked to ONA website on defense.gov), the Office of Net Assessment has
formally published two net assessments since 2017, These highly classified products were kriefed tc
anc dehated by senior leaders in the Department of Defense. In the past five years, ONA has also
provided dozens of memaos, briefings, and reports which provide comparative assessments of the
United States, its allies, and its adversaries an a variety of strategic issues, often at the direct request
of the Secretary, the Deputy Secretary, their Principal Staff Assistants, or the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
Additicnally, throughout this correspondence, we have provided hundreds of pages of
documentation responsive to the Senator’s queries.”

* ADA Compliance in DoD Housing. Karen Jowers, Military Times, asked whether DoD monitors
privatized housing companies’ compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act In providing
accessible housing to military families with disabilities. The question was based on letters sent from
Senators Warren and Tillis to six companies, copying ASD(Sustainment), DASD{Housing), and the
service officials in charge of housing, based on a summer survey by the Military Housing Advocacy
Network that found numerous families were being denied access to ADA-compliant housing.
Coordinated with DASD(Housing) and OSD(LA), and provided: “While it is the MHP| project owners’
responsibility to camply with project legal documents and applicable fair housing laws, the Military
Departments conduct project reviews to assess compliance and have government staff available
within each installation military housing office to assist families.”












CUSD{I&5) and Navy, and responded: “The DD Unidentified Aerial Phenomena Task Force coordinates with
a variety of organizations across DOD and the military departments, as well as with other federal agencies,
and may reach out to the scientific community. We are not going to comment on the specific organizations
or agencies. To maintain operations security and to aveid disclosing information that may be useful to
potential adversaries, DOD does not discuss publicly the details of either the observations or the examination
of reported incursions into our training ranges or designated airspace, including those incursions initially
designated as UAP —that also includes any details of the UAPTF and its activities.” And noted that QUSD{I&S)
has oversight of the UAPTF.

* UAP Report to Congress: Roger Glassel, UFO-Aktuellt {Sweden), asked a series of questions about the UAP
report due to Congress. Coordinated with Navy and QUSD{I&S) Leg. Affairs reps, and responded confirming
that SSCI has tasked DNI, in consultation with SECDEF, for submitting a report; referred to ODNI on whether
the report will be made public; that we aren’t going to comment on the contents of the report; that the
UAPTF was established to gain knowledge and insight into the nature and origins of UAP incursions into our
training ranges and designated airspace; and that the UAPTF coordinates with a variety of organizations
across DOD and the military departments, as well as with other federal agencies, and may reach out to the
scientific community, and we are not going to comment on the specific organizations or agencies.”

* US — ROK Exercises. Sangmin Lee, Radio Free Asia, asked about a U.S.-5outh Korea joint military exercise in
March. “The U.S. is in close contact with our ally on this issue. As a matter of policy, we do not comment on
planned or executed training.”

* GAQ Report on BAH. Rose Thayer, Stars and Stripes, requested a comment on the recent report on BAH
from the GAO. Coordinatine response with M&RA. The GAQ report can be found at:

* EQ on Transgender Service Members. Chris Johnson, Washington Blade, asked whether discharges under
DTM-19-004 now prohibited and will be prohibited as long as the EG is in place; whether the Department
thinks it must implement a policy allowing individuals who abtained treatment for gender dysphoria to
accede or enlist; and whether government funds will be used to pay for transition-related care, as well as the
number of discharges and blocked accessions under DTM-19-004. Coordinating response with M&RA,

* Number of Troops Deployed in DC, Afghanistan and Irag. Max Norman, Harper's Magazine, asked for the
number of troops deployed at each location on Jan. 20, 2021, Coordinated with the appropriate desk officers
and provided: "We can confirm that approximately 25,000 National Guard personnel were in the National
Capital Region working with civilian authorities responsible for the inauguration. Additional personnel
included approximately 2,750 active duty personnel conducting ceremonial support and consequence
management. Conseguence management persennel included CBRNE teams, OED teams, medical support,
and communication support. There are 2,500 U.5. service members in Irag and 2,500 in Afghanistan.”

* Fact Check. Sofia Paredes, Reuters, asked for a fact-check on an anti-Biden administration posting on social
media, specifically that the Pentagon is blocking access for members of the Biden administration. Responded
that the staffing up of the Pentagon continues apace. As of today, the Pentagon has on-bearded 32 political
appointees of the Biden administration, and expects to on-board another 15-20 by Feh. 1, 2021, as well as
many others in the coming weeks.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST















response that: “DoD is aware of the requirements in the NDAA; on lan. 8 Acting SecDef Miller
appointed the four members as directed, and any other information is pre-decisional at this time,
For further details of required activities and timelines, | refer you to Sec. 30 of the FY21 NDAA"

* Russian and Chinese Aircraft Reporting Names. Chris Croot, Key Publishing, asked about the Air
Force Interoperability Council (AFIC) process for naming these aircraft or for a comprehensive
breakdown of how they are named. INDOPACOM first received the query and referred it to SAF/PA,
who then deferred to OSD for first response due to the international nature of AFIC, which falls
under DLA’s Defense Standardization Program Office (DSPO) International Standardization Program.
Coordinating with DLA/PA for response,

* Defense Business Board Appointee Status. Matt Cohen, Mother Jones, asked whether Acting
SecDef Miller's appointees to the DBB, Corey Lewandowski and David Bossie, were still valid
appointees or if their appointments had been withdrawn, He noticed the board website did not
have them listed as board members. Coordinated with DBB Executive Director to provide previously
approved response that the appointments were still valid, and the process has several steps that
may take several weeks to complete, including processing through the White House Liaison Office,
Human Resources, Security, and then an Ethics review,

* JEDI. Benjamin Wolfgang, Washington Times, asked if new DOD leadership plans to conduct any
internal reviews/discussions about the Joint Enterprise Defense Infrastructure (JEDBI) contract
process and whether politics played any role in the decision to select Microsoft. He wonders if
splitting up the award between multiple vendors might be considered and about the ramifications of
AWS' ongoing legal action and the fact that DoD has been unable to fully move ahead with its JED!
cloud plan. Cocrdinating with G5B CIO and Cloud Computing Office for a respanse. Deadline is
afternoan, Wednesday, Jan, 26.

* FY22 Budget. Tony Capaccio, Bloomberg News, requested a phene interview with Comptroller
Special Assistant Mr. Farouk Ophaso regarding the FY22 budget and what groundwark has been laid
by the transition team. Declined the phone interview. No follow up request received from the
reporter.

* Review of Military Sexual Assault Prevention Programs. Katelyn Ferral, The Cap Times, asked
whether the request also includes the National Guard's data and programs for soldiers serving on
state orders, Title 32, or does it only encompass data and programs for sexual assault incidents for
National Guard members when they are federalized, on Title 10. Coordinating response with the
Office of Force Resiliency.

* Yemen CIVCAS Claims. Missy Ryan, Washington Past, asked for comment on a complaint being
filed with the inter-American Commissicn on Human Rights against the U.S. government by
Reprieve, a UK-based organization, regarding alleged CIVCAS in Yemen since 2017. Although
CENTCOM, SOCOM and OSD(P} had nothing to offer on this particular claim, provided general
information on how the DoD works to minimize civilian casualties and, when necessary, investigate
and take responsibility for its actions.















privatized housing Tenant Bill of Rights, where four - maintenance history, dispute resolution,
rent withholding, and the right to commaon documents - had not been implemented yet and
were still being worked on. Coordinated with DASD{Housing) that the Department has been
working with the MHPI companies to gain their voluntary agreement to retroactively apply the
remaining requirements to existing MHPI projects. Based on those ongoing discussions, we
expect the remaining four tenant rights to be available at the majority of vast instailations with
MHPI housing by June 2021.

* Service Member Financial Benefits. Brenden Middleton, The Elks Magazine, requested
information on financial benefits for service members. He wanted to know the number of
service members who take advantage of financial benefits and what kind of benefits are
available to spouses. Coordinating with MPP (M&RA): There are several dedicated sites that
list military pay and benefits such as Military OneSource, the Department of Defense Office of
Financial Readiness {FINRED]), the Department of Defense Military Spouse Employment
Partnership {MSEP), etc. It is important to the DoD to sustain the All-Volunteer Force and
support Service members and their families. DoD utilizes its full array of pay and benefits in
order to recruit, retain, develop, motivate and assign Service members to locations around the
world and to support them and their families. The military has a pay and benefits package
that compares very favorably to the private sector in recognition of the dedicaticn and
sacrifices our military members make in service to the nation. Amid the pandemic, the Office
of the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness issued military persennel
guidance addressing special policies and procedures implemented to ensure continuing
financial security for our members and their families in response to COVID-19.

* GAO Report on BAH. Rose Thayer, Stars and Stripes, requested a comment on the recent
report on BAH from the GAO. Response coordinated with M&RA and provided to the
reporter: “We appreciate GAQO's thorough review of the BAH program and are gratified they
found the program to be sound and well run. We welcome their recommendations for
improvements to ensure this program better and more accurately reflects the housing costs
faced by our Service members and their families. The Military Compensation Policy staff
continuously reviews the BAH program and identifies areas for potential process
improvement. The GAQ report’s final recommendations are largely consistent with
improvements Military Compensation also identified for implementation in coming years. We
look forward to finding the best implementation solutions for these recommendaticons.”

* EQ on Transgender Service Members. Chris Johnson, Washington Blade, asked if discharges
under DTM-19-004 now prohibited and will be prohibited as long as the EQ is in place;
whether the Department think it must implement a policy allowing individuais who obtained
treatment for gender dysphoria to accede or enlist; and whether government funds will be
used to pay for transition-related care, as well as the number of discharges and blocked
accessions under DTM-19-004. Response coordinated with M&RA and provided to the






ROK PM discussing OPCON transfer and exercises. Referred to Mr. Kirby's comments at the
presser for exercises, and after coordination with OSD{Policy), provided previously cleared
lines on OPCON: “Wartime Operational Control will transition when the mutually-agreed upon
conditions are fully met. A conditions-based wartime OPCON transition is not only what the
United States and Republic of Korea mutually agreed to, it is also necessary to ensure the
security of our military forces, peoples, and the region. A commitment to a specific timeframe
would put our forces and pecple at risk. Similarly, ensuring the security of military forces,
peoples, and the region requires is more complicated than merely swapping the leadership of
the Combined Forces Command.”

* DPAA/PLA Dialogue, Jennifer White, NHK, and Stacy Hsu, Taiwan’s Central News Agency,
asked for a comment on the story that said the DoD talked with the PLA this week.
Coordinated with OSD{Policy) and replied with "From January 25-26, 2021, the Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) researchers conducted a first-ever Virtual Archival
Exchange with their PRC counterparts at the People's Liberation Army (PLA} Archives
Department. The two-day event was a rare opportunity tc seek new infermation, discuss
previous requests, and raise passible field investigations in the coming year with the PLA
Archives Department. There were 15 U.S. POW/MIA cases specifically discussed covering
World War (WWII), the Korean War, Cold War, and the Vietnam War. DPAA will continue to
engage with the PLA regarding these cases and the U.S. looks forward to safely executing
activities in China once COVID -19 safety protocols and operaticnal planning requirements are
in place.”

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

* Hypersonics. Closed out additional support to a recent interview with Sydney Freedberg,
Breaking Defense and OUSD(R&E) Principal Director for Hypersonics, Mr. Mike White, focusing
on conventional, theater hypersonic weapons, rather than interncontinental. Breaking
Defense interviewed Mr. White in regards to a recent paper released by the Union of Concern
Scientists on DOD Hypersonic programs, which was also written about in the NYT. Story
expected to post today or tomorrow.

* SECDEF Interview Request. Sean Kim, Seoul Broadcasting System, would like to interview
Secretary Austin about military issues of Asia Pacific, as well as the Korean peninsula. Request
placed in the SECDEF Interview Requests folder for review and processing.

* Cyber Policy. Ellen Nakashima, The Washington Post, has an off-the-record conversation
with Madeline Mortelmans, Principal Director Cyber Policy, Friday, Jan. 29 (4:30 p.m. to 4:45
p.m.) in order to get to know her and perhaps get some off-the-record information about
cyber policy, partnerships and the Defend Forward Strategy. Telephonic conversation will
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Ex Intel Official Says He Was the
Source of the Pentagon's UFO Videos

In the Chris
Mellon, the tormer Deputy Assistant Secretary of Detense tor
Intelligence, stated that he was the source whe

vith the three infamous UFQ videos it publisnea 1n 201 /.
Mellon, who is currently a member of Tom Delonge’s To the Stars
Academy, told filmmaker James Fox in an on-camera interview that he
met with an unnamed individual in the parking lot of the Pentagon and
was handed a package containing the ‘hat formed the basis
of the most important UFQ article in many years.
“I received the videos, the now famous videos in the Pentagon parking
lot from a Defense Department official. I still have the packaging,”
Mellon said. “This is a case where somebody bent the rules a little bit,
and they did so for the larger good and we’re absolutely all better off
because of it.”
Motherboard has been unable to independently verify that Mellon was
the source of the videos, but his story tracks with everything we know
about them. We know that To the Stars Academy ultimately published
the videos, and Mellon was one of the earliest members of that group.
One of the New York Times journalists who worked on that story, Leslie
Kean, also appears in the documentary. In that story, the Times unveiled
a secretive Pentagon UFO program called the Advanced Aerospace
Threat Identification Program, or AATIP, and released videos shot by
Navv pilots who intercepted a strange obiect off the coast of San Diego

months earlier, in late August ot ZU1/, the tormer heaa ot AALLP, Lws
Elizondo. worked with the Defense Office of Prepublication and

Secu On October 4th,
Kear ‘here she was told
about the secret UFU program. Elizondo told Motherboard that Chris
Mellon was in the room as well, and showed Kean videos on a laptop.



Elizondo believes that the videos Kean was shown were the three UAP
videos in question, but could not confirm it outright because he was not
looking at the computer during that time.
Earlier that same day. from his position at the
Pentagon. Only days 1ater, klizonao along with Mellor

with former Blink 182 punk rocker Tom Del.onge and announce a
new UUFO research organization named “To The Stars Academy of Arts
and Science.”
As a result, UFOs have become a hot topic. Publicly, the Department of
Defence established a new UAP Task Force on August 4th, 2020 to
continue investigating UFO reports made bv military personnel.

the Secretary ot Detense has had such a task torce well betore August ot
2020.

Motherboard reached out to Kean and she stated that due to policies
concerning source identity at the New York Times, she could not
comment. Mellon was also unable to comiment at this time and declined
an interview. A spokesperson for the New York Times told Motherboard
“the Departiment of Detense was the on the record source of the videos
in our coverage. We don’t plan to comment beyond that.”















Presenters: Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby: Max Rose, Senior COVID-19 Advisor
To The Secretary Of Defense; Joint Staff Surgeon Air Force Brigadier General Paul
Friedrichs

January 28, 2021

Defense Department Leader Hold Press Briefing On COVID-19 and Department of
Defense Operations

JOHN KIRBY: Good afternoon, everybody. Looks like a familiar place.
(UNKNOWN): Welcome back.

MR. KIRBY: Thank you. All right, thanks for joining us today for the first of
what we hope will be regular press briefings, and it -- it really is good to be back here, up
here with you.

But today I'm going to do something a little hit different to start out. [ want to
start with the efforts that the department 1s undertaking to deal and to contribute to the
federal government's efforts to battle COVID. And so we're going to start the briefing
with some guest briefers first. I'm going to hring up General Paul Friedrichs, who I think
many of you know, the Joint Staff Surgeon, as well as Max Rose, who has recently come
on board as the department’'s COVID coordinator. Many of you probably remember Mr.
Rose as the representative to New York State's 11th Congressional District. He -- we are
now very proud to have him on the -- the team as our COVID coordinator, working with
the COVID Task Force and helping coordinate those efforts inside the larger interagency
effort by the federal government to battle the coronavirus.

So with that, ['m going to bring both gentlemen up. They'll each have a couple of
opening comments, and then they'll take your questions for a little while. When that's
done, I'll come back up and you can have at me, okay? Thanks.

MAX ROSE: All right. Afternoon, everybody. So I mean, let me just first say it
-~ it's an absolute honor and a privilege to be supporting this effort here. I've had the
utmost regard for our men and women in uniforin, and all those working here at the
Pentagon and defending this country at home and abroad, both as someone in uniform
myself, and formerly, a -- a puhlic servant in a -- in another capacity. And of course, it --
it's my honor to work on behalf of Secretary Austin and everyone else here.

You know, Secretary Austin sent the most clear message he could have in just the
first hour that he stepped into this role after he was confinned and he walked into the
Pentagon. First meeting that he called with the highest levels of leadership not just in this
building, but around the world on one topic, and that is COVID, firmly establishing right
in that meeting that this 1s his number one priority; that the department is absolutely
cominitted, above all else, to protecting the DOD workforce and their families,



safeguarding the department's mission capabilities and readiness, and supporting the
president's priority and effort to do everything we can to defeat this pandemic.

Now, our primary support to the U.S. government response has to date been
providing medical personnel to existing -- existing healthcare institutions, partnering as
such, supporting logistics towards other government agencies that need it, and we most
certainly fully intend on wherever possible, supporting that with ever-higher levels of
commitment and effort, whatever is -- 1s needed.

Today, there are over 20,000 -- 20,000 National Guardsmen deployed providing
COVID support. including at over 216 vaccine sites in 36 states and territories. DOD has
over 1,000 military medical personnel on prepare-to-deploy orders, available to support
state and local requests for assistance that have come through FEMA -- remember, this is
in support of a FEMA mission -- and HHS within as early as 48 hours upon request.

Now, this current support includes 224 medical personnel to support eight
hospitals and an ICU facility in California, 8¢ medical personnel to support three
hospitals in Texas and 87 medical personnel to support three hospitals in Arizona and
New Mexico. Additionally, the Army Corps of Engineers has deployed over 40 personnel
supporting area hospital infrastructure improvements in California, and those resources
are certainly available to any hospital or any other healthcare entity that is looking to
expand their pre-existing infrastructure.

The secretary's made this absolutely clear: We have to move further. We have to
move faster. We have to be as bold as possible, all the while remembering that it is our
utmost prerogative to protect and defend the United States at home, as well as abroad.

I'd also like 1o note that General Perna and his team, the secretary has met directly
with General Perna and is working very closely with him; continue to increase their
capacity to distribute vaccines to the public. And we've certainly heard the president's
call to increase the manufacture and distribution of vaccines, and to make sure that there
is an infrastructure in place on the administration side to increase the number of shots in
arms that we're giving, and the department stands ready to increase its support for any
other federal department that is engaged in this effort.

So with that, again, it's great to be here with you, I certainly commit to continuing
to give you updates on a regular basis. With that, [ turn it over to Brigadier General
Friedrichs, who has been an absolute privilege to work with.

BRIGADIER GENERAL PAUL FRIEDRICHS: Sir, thank you very much.

And Mr. Kirby, thank you.

Thank you all for the opportunity to be here again to give you a little bit of an
overview of our medical support, both to our nation's effort and within the Department of



Defense. There is no question that we continue to take very seriously our responsibility
to service members and to their families, to the comimunities in which they live.

As of this morning, the military departments and combatant commands have
reported a total of 138,763 cases of COVID among our military personnel. And those of
you who have looked on the website will note that's up from 137,000 vesterday. And
that's been a very similar increase that you've seen and that we have seen over the last
several months, as the rates of cases and hospitalizations have grown across the United
States here.

We're glad to see that over the last 10 days or so, the increase in cases has leveled
off across the United States, and we're seeing the same trend in our population as well.

With the help of the DOD testing task force led by Dr. Payne, who some of you
have met previously, as well as the service and combatant commands, the departiment has
continued to aggressively expand its testing program over time. Last week, we met 100
percent of our operational testing requirements and as we have from the beginning of this
pandemic, [00 percent of the clinical testing requirements that were made at the -- at the
medical treatment facilities.

The week after New Year's Eve, we completed over 100,000 tests for COVID,
and are typically between 65 and 80,000 tests each week. The percentage of positive new
COVID tests in military personnel 1s 8.8 percent, and that's in comparison to a U.S.
national average of 9.2 percent. And again, that's been pretty consistent, that rate has
been lower within the military population than the U.S. as a whole.

As you recall from previous briefings by Lieutenant General Place, the Defense
Health Agency director, and the service surgeons, we receive our weekly allocation of
vaccines and -- and we are distributing those based on our COVID vaccine plan.

Now, that plan is one, as you probably recall, that we developed and shared with
the Centers for Disease Control going forward. It aligns with the phased approach that the
rest of the country is using, and the priorities that our country has agreed on to ensure that
there is fair and equitable access to the vaccine.

We began vaccinations at select sites in December of last year, and have now
vaccinated almost everyone who requested vaccines in our very first group, those are the
frontline workers, police, EMS, those caring for patients or military personnel with
COVID. We've also vaccinated all of the residents and staff at our two armed forces
retirement homes, and again, that's a very special group because that represents some of
the oldest members of the military family for which we are responsible.

Our second group of personnel that we vaccinate are those over the age of 75,
personnel who are preparing to deploy outside the United States, personnel in strategic or
national security roles, as well as key frontline workers like teachers, support staff, child
and youth services.



And this 1s very much in line with President Biden's executive order that he's put
out, we've -~ as you know, we've been working very closely on that.

That group will then be followed by those who are over the age of 65, as well as
younger personnel who have significant risk factors, and we'll continue to work through
the DOD extended family until everyone who desires to have a vaccine has been able to
receive it.

[ want to be clear that as you've seen across the country, and as many leaders have
said, this 1s going to be months, this is not weeks. So I don't want to create the perception
in anyone's mind that everyone is going to be vaccinated in the next few weeks here. This
is a very deliberate process based on the supply of vaccine as it comes through.

To date, the department has received 769,000 doses of the Ptizer and the Moderna
vaccines, and these are the data that are posted as of 5 o'clock this morning on the CDC
website. Of that 769,000, we've distributed them out to 306 sites around the world.

And I want to emiphasize that. Unlike a state or a local authority that is
responsible for an area here in the United States, as you know, we have operations all
over the world, and thanks to the Defense Logistics Agency and the United States
Transportation Command and many other partners, we've been able now to get vaccine
out to many of our bases where we have personnel who are in those first tranches that
we're trying to vaccinate.

[ suspect some of you will also wonder why we have not administered every dose
of vaccine that we've received. And what [ would ask you is, if you're looking at the CDC
website, is to notice how, over time, that percentage of vaccines administered changes.

So typically, early in the week, the percentage is lower because we get our
distributions at the beginning of the week. And then by the end of the week, it gets up to
the 55 to 60 to 66 percent range of vaccines received. It's a rolling average that goes in
there based on what we receive and then what we're able to ship out to our bases around
the world and then administer.

If we look at the last two weeks, DOD has administered all of the vaccine doses
received, and that's, [ think, an example of the great work done by many people across
our hases and in our communities o make sure that we're as efficient as possible with
this.

Many people have asked us about the safety of these vaccines. And the DOD
experience has been very much like what the rest of the country's experiencing. We have
had only two CDC-confirmed adverse events, and both of those fully recovered. And this
is very much in line with the data that was originally released by Pfizer and Moderna on
their vaccines. And this is truly remarkable, you know, for a vaccine to be this safe is -- is
quite heartening.



One -- one other key part of our team here, our contribution to the national effort,
are the work being done by our research and development colleagues across the
department, partnering with their federal, academic, and other counterparts to accelerate
new medical counter-measures, tests, and other tools to help our national response to
control the spread of COVID.

And I'd be remiss if I didn't mention our logistics and acquisition teams, who, as
you've heard previously, continue to provide support to HHS, to FEMA, and to many
other parts of the federal response to ensure our nation has the supplies and equipment
needed for this effort.

In addition to all that, we've reviewed the president’s national strategy and the 12
COVID-related executive orders that he released last week, and are incorporating those
into our guidance going forward. We continue to ensure that our approach is science-
based, derived from what the Centers for Disease Control publish, and that we do
everything possible to take care of our service members so they can continue to protect
our nafion.

With that, Mr. Rose, I tumn it baek to you and am very happy to take questions.
STAFF: Very good. Questions, okay, first question will go to Lita Baldor, A.P.

(2: Hi, Lita Baldor with A.P. Question -- General, can you just clarify, of the
769,000 doses, can you give us a broad idea of how many have actually -- how many
shots have actually gone into arms there, or how many people have received the shots?
And then --

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Yes.
2: Okay. GGo ahead.

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: I'm sorry. So of the -- as of 5:00 this morning,
which was the last time that I was at my computer to check it, the CDC website 15
showing 366,000 doses administered. And I want to emphasize, as you probably heard
from other sources, there's a bit of a lag. So that's not exactly the same as what we're
seeing in our data here. But my recommendation is we continue to use that CDC website
because otherwise we're going to be dealing with dueling numbers going forward.

So 366,000 1s what's on there. That gets updated regularly. It may be different
right now than it was at 5:00 this morning.

: And, Mr. Rose, can you give us an update on the latest request from FEMA
for the teams to help provide shots in as many as a hundred different locations?

MR. ROSE: Sure.



: Where does that stand? And do you expect this will include National Guard?
MR. ROSE: Sure.
Q: Will it include active duty?

MR. ROSE: So let's take a step back and look at the whole effort to support
vaccinations, with the understanding, again, Secretary Austin has established that this is
of the utmost priority. If we can help increase this process in every way, shape, and
fornm, that is in the interests of this country in the face of an enemy that has killed over
400,000 Americans, more than died in World War II.

And so there is separate lines of effort in that regard, right? There is non-clinical
support to existing vaccination sites. That is something that -- those are numbers that in
the future we can update you on as to support for that. There is clinical support for
existing vaccination sites. That again is now — our numbers that we can update you on in
the future in a similar manner to how we have updated you on medical personnel support
for hospitals.

And then there is what has been reported on as the potential for standing up
existing sites. Now we can confirm that a nussion has come i from FEMA. Certainly
not prepared under any circumstances to -- and | guess I'm not getting off on the right
foot with any of you, you talk tire-line, budget, or number of soldiers, and that should
actually be to you a sign of how seriously we arc treating this. Because these types of
requests, we are certainly putting through the same levels of analysis under Secretary
Austin's direction that we would for any other type of allocation of soldiers.

But certainly it is something that we are taking extraordinarily seriously. And in
our effort to keep all options on the tahle, certainly not rejecting outright hy any sense of
the word.

: But would you expect -- considering the strain on some of the National Guard
torces that they've talked about, do you expect you'll have to dip into more active duty for
this, or will states be ahle to use their Guard for this?

(CROSSTALK)

MR. ROSE: Well, actually, | wouldn't look at it like that. You know, national
guardsmen you have under Title 32 status and are answering up to the governors. Now
remember what's so key here is that this is a state-led effort. So certainly any DOD
support that you see coming in, that includes the medical personnel that are being --
serving in hospitals right now, that is only under the leadership of those respective
gOVErnors.



When it comes to serving at home, it's a -- the Department of Defense, no matter
how robust its support, much more often than not, 1s leading from behind in that regard.
So when you see these vaccination sites as well, it falls under that same model, whether
we are seeking fo support an existing vaccination site, or should there be a new
vaccination site.

And so that means from the perspective of the govemor, they're looking to
vaccinate as many people as possible, whether that is being done in a hospital, a ¢linic, a
pharmacy, a National Guard site, or a ncw site with potential active DOD involvement.
And [ think that is the best way that we should look at this effort across the nation to
vaccinate millions of people.

STAFF: And let's go over to the side to Tom Bowman, NPR.

Q. I just want to follow-up on this. Can you give us -- you said 20,000 guard so
far. Can you give us an estimate on how many more will be needed through FEMA's
request, hall park. [ know you can't give exact. And also, you know, how many
locations are they looking at? Ball park on that. And then finally, what is the need here?
Is it medical personnel to put needles 1n arms? s it setting up sites for vaccinations? Or
is it moving the doses from point A to point B?

If you could just walk us through all of that.

MR. ROSE: Sure, so when you're looking at -- to your initial question, the
National Guard requests for these national guardsinen and national gunardswomen that are
under Title 32 status, which is -- by the way, we're not talking about Reserve here., we're
talking about National Guard, that is falling under the governor -- each respective
governor is looking at their needs and seeking to allocate national guardsmen and -
women accordingly, with the understanding as well that you never want to -- or it would
be — it wouldn't make any sense to take someone who is providing a medical role in the
civilian side and put them in uniform to do the same.

Now that was the same thing that they were considering when it came to
addressing the surge of COVID cases and our hospital levels dramatically increasing.

When it comes to vaccinations, there 1s no ditference. So where [ would really
caution us not to go down the road of saying, it is about the number of sites that we need
and going on and forth. The goal is one that we all share. And that is to get as many
Americans vaccinated as quickly as possible, beginning with those that are most
vulnerable to this disease, as well as those who have been on the front lines for so long,
putting their lives on the line fighting for us all.

Q: So my question is, you say you were ready to offer an increase in DOD
support to FEMA. Can you give us any sense of what that increase will look like, or you
Just don't know yet?



MR. ROSE: Well, certainly there is a sense of that does involve human beings,
right? I mean, if you look at non-clinical support for existing vaccination sites, what you
do see 1n a vaccination site is there is a role for higher-level medical professionals but
you also see a role for -- to help stand it up and to do things along those lines. So you do
see particular lanes where there is the potential for a role. And that is in regards to
existing sites.

But this is going to be an evolving story. [t has been for the last year. But what is
most critical is that the secretary, Secretary Austin, has established this as something that
we have alw -- that we have got to keep on the forefront as we consider all of the assets at
our disposal, whether that's human expertise and the highest level of supply expertise and
logisticians, or whether it's that increasing the numbher of people who can help get shots
in arms or help support vaccination sites or to continue to help our hospitals and medical
centers that are so desperately struggling.

Q: Quickly, lastly, can you give us any sense when you can come back with
specifics?

MR. ROSE: Well, [ am certainly -- [ think the department, [ know the department,
whether that involves me or not, remember, my first week on the job. It could be a
probationary phase. But the -- we are absolutely making the commitment to brief you a
very., very, very regular basis.

STAFF: Let's go to the phone to Luis, ABC.

Q: Hi. first a question for General Friedrichs. General, can you tell us what the
hesitancy information is that you have about the use of the vaccine on all three bases? 1
had a conversation yesterday with somebody who told me that on their base, a very large
hase, there were -- only 60 percent of those who were eligible had agreed to take the
vaccine since it 1s voluntary. And I'm just looking to see if you have any statistics that
could back that up or provide more clarity.

And to Mr. Rose, you talked about Title 32, but what about Title 10 in terms of
activation of Guard assets for this new FEMA request? What kind of assistance could we
see and is Title 10 under consideration? Thank you.

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: And -- and so I'll -- thank you and I'll take the first
part of that. So what we're seeing right now is similar to what is being reported across the
United States in that there's a higher acceptance rate or a higher percentage of people who
are older who are opting to have the vaccine and it trends down with age.

Again, 'm -- | don't think we're -- in fact, I'm sure we're not at a point where we
can give you -~ here are the absolute numbers -- because we have multiple bases at
different points in rolling out the vaccination. As [ mentioned, we have some that started
back in December and they're now farther along in vaccinating their population. Others



that have started in the last couple of weeks and so they're still working on their frontline
health care workers.

But in general, the trends are very similar to what we're seeing in the U.S.
population as a whole that the older population has been more willing to take the vaccine.
The younger population has been a bit more hesitant about it and, you know, [ think that's
understandable. | think as the -- as we go forward and we educate our population about
the safety of the vaccine, we hope and trust that that will allay some of the concerns.

And I believe, you know, for all of you who are messaging to your respective
audiences there, a key part in this -- as Mr. Rose said -~ 15 we have got to get this -- we
have got to get this vaccine out and we have got to control this pandemic. The public
health measures are the first step.

And for those of you who've been here in previous briefings that I've given, I'll
reiterate what's been said over and over again. The first step or the basic measures -- the
things that we're doing right now with social distancing and wearing masks, all of the
different things that you, and I, and our families have had to inplement -- that's not going
to go away in the near term here as we roll out the vaccines.

Testing is a key part of that and -- and again, can't stress how important that is and
how proud I am of the work that folks have done to expand that across the Department.
The vaccines are then the third layer of that to help us protect folks from becoming
significantly -- or seriously infected with this.

So it's a layered approach that's combined with an educational campaign. And
that -- as Mr. Rose said, that's part of why we're going to he coming back out here,
whether it's me or him or someoune else, to continue to share the data that we have and
what we're leaming as we roll out the vaccine and continue to protect the force.

MR. ROSE: So one -- one other point that I should have noted., when you're
thinking about the use of National Guard as well as when you're thinking about this crisis
from the perspective of governors is one of -- one of if not the most significant changes
over the course of the last week has been the transition in the percentage that the federal
government is accounting for in terms of payments. That's for both the -- any type of
FEMA contracting as well for the use of the National Guard.

But certainly, there are constraints when you look at the use of the National Guard
and the -- and the force within it. Does it make sense to take medical personnel and
transition them? Does it make sense to take law enforcement personnel and so on and so
forth?

Of course, there are those same considerations when it comes to members in the
Reserve force that we -- many of our medical professionals in the Reserves, who do
operate under a Title 10 umbrella, are doing the same job in the civilian side. So that is --
the -- the reason why I put that forth is that is always a consideration. That we're -- we're



not just thinking here about what is the number that we can come out and present you all
with, we're also thinking about, well, how does that change the strain of that -- of that
state and the -- and those hospital systems.

Keep in mind as well is that -- it would be easier to make that determination if this
were a crisis that was in just one state or just one region. But because this is something
that 1s enguiting tbe entire nation at this one moment it does -- it doesn't make sense to
take a civilian doctor or a civilian nurse from Texas and put them in uniform and send
them to Michigan at all times. But this is something that we are continuing to balance is
absolutely my point, as well as continuing to do the risk analyses necessary to consider
whether or not it makes sense to transition a medical professional -- a nurse or otherwise -
- from the active-duty force to -- to a mission out here at home.

STAFF: Let's stay on the phone. We're going to go to (Jennifer 7) with The New
York Times.

(Q: Hi, thanks. I just want to amplify my colleague's questions -- and just ask again
directly. You point out that the National Guard has helped set up these sites in states and
even administered vaccines. We know that.

What's not been the case is active-duty military has not participated in moving
around vaccines or putting shots into arms. So [ think we're just trying to ask you
directly, as a policy change, 1s the Pentagon preparing to -- to send active-duty troops to
these FEMA centers? Will they participate in setting up/running tbose centers, giving
shots? I know you don't know how many in specifics but, yes or no, are they going to do
it?

MR. ROSE: So first of all, keep in mind that this is -- the Pentagon will not do
anything under any circumstances without the approval and consent and support of
governors. So that is the -- that is the first thing.

But we are actively considering support for the vaccine effort and are prepared to
certainly do so, so long as it does a few things: one, fulfills -- helps to fuifill the
president's objectives, as he's -- as the president has laid out; so long as it 1s with the
consent of the governor; so long as it remains equitable and fair along the way. But that --
that 1s certainly a mission that we are capable of doing and -- and are certainly analyzing
doing. It's -- you do have to break it down, though, into two different pillars: support for
existing sites as well as support for stand-up sites as well.

STAFF: Okay, let's go in the room here. Lucas?
(}: Mr. Rose -- Lucas Tomlinson with Fox News.

MR. ROSE: Good to see you.



(Q: Good to see you too. Mr. Rose, do you have a U.S. Anny general in charge of
logistics? If that's the case, why are there so many problems distributing the vaccine?

MR. ROSE: Well, I -- [ don't think that that's the correct way of looking of this. |
believe you're referring to General Perna?

(J: Yes.

MR. ROSE: So first of all, this is a monumental task. But it is not just a logistical
task as one would think about Amazon sending a book. right? It has to get somewhere
where there's a shot in the arm.

There's also incredible complexity to production. You have 97,000 potential
sources where it could go, but you also have the capability of standing up new
vaccination centers. Now has this gone perfectly over the course of the last how many
months? No. Are we absolutely intent on continuing to be ever bolder, more effective,
more equitable so that we can beat this pandemic?

Absolutely yes, absolutely, and ['m supremely confident that from the DOD
perspective, you'll -- can see -- you'll continue -- you'll see our full engagement.

Q: And just to confirm, you were given a distribution plan when you assume this
role, correct?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Oh if [ could, I'll take that. Are you talking about the
intemnal distribution plan for DOD?

: DOD and also across the country.

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: So I assume that's an important distinction there. So
we developed our DOD distribution pian for our vaccine in coordination with CDC like
every other jurisdiction did. And then separately, OWS, formally known as OWS led by
(General Perna as you highlighted there, has worked with those states and territories.

But it's really the states and teiritories that develop their plan, came back and said
here's our requirements through CDC and then worked with -- with the logistical team to
execute the distribution of that. So that -- it's -- there's no one organization that develops
those plans, 1t's really a partnership to pull those together.

Q: And Dr. Friedrichs, in your expert medical advice and military advice, would
you characterize the National Guard deployment in Washington D.C. as a potential super
spreader event?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: No. No [ would not. I -- and [ -- | hope you guys
will, you know, accept on face value here. ['ve been very straight shooting with you guys



every time ['ve come out here, I would not. I personally talked to the guard surgeon. I've
talked to the folks who were working out and the short answer is no.

STAFF: Staying in the room here, let's go to Lara Seligman.

Q: Hi, it's Lara Seligman with POLITICO. Just actually to follow-up on (Lucas' ?)
question, you say it's not a super spreader event but can you give us a little more detail
about why you say that? Can you specifically tell us the total number of guard members
who have been tested for COVID out of the 25,000 and then how many tested positive
and how many are quarantined?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: So I'm going to disappoint you on that and say no, |
cannot give you the specific numbers. [ can tell you who can, and that's the D.C. Guard.
And the reason ['m so confident in this though is when ['ve spoken to our guard
colleagues on this and listen to the plans that they implemented.

They're the same plans that the Centers for Disease Control has put out. They've
used the same processes going forward that the rest of the country has been asked and
recommended to use going forward. I believe they're executing them the right way.
They're identifying folks who develop symptoms and testing them and I would refer you,
for the specific numbers, to the D.C. Guard because they're the ones who have that
information right now.

But every indication that I've heard from them in multiple discussions with them
is that they are following the same protocols and the same standards that the rest of us are
following.

2: So I have been asking the Guard for a long time for those details and they have
not given them to me. So can you say why you can't release those numbers?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: I don't have the Guard numbers, all right, so I don't
have the specifics that you were asking for there.

STAFF: Let's go to Oren, CNN.

(O: Have you tested for or are you testing for the U.K. or the South African variant
of COVID amongst DOD personnel, either domestically or abroad, and obviously what
are the result of those tests?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: So, yes, we have labs that participate in and share
data with the Centers for Disease Control. And as you know, the number of sites at which
we found some of these new varants is fairly low across the United States. We are not
yet seeing them in our DOD population of the tests that we've done.

Again, this is -- [ would be very cautious though in reading too much into that
because as you've seen from other sources, from the CEC and elsewhere, this is very



much an evolving spreader. So I think the key thing on this is we got to keep testing for
it and keep tracking for it. But so far, within our population, we have not seen a
significant new variant that is causing concem.

QQ: And that's hoth domestically and internationally. correct?
STAFF: Also in the room here, Meghann?

QQ: Oh, the CDC vaccination tracker pretty consistently puts DOD's number of
administered doses at about half of the distributed doses. We know from local reports
around the country that a lot of that has to do with that hesitancy for the people on the
priority list to get it and then kind of just scramble to figure out who they're going to give
it to instead because all of those plans are ditferent.

Does DOD have a more specific plan about who you call when you can't give it to
the person on the list? And if they do, why is the 50 percent still pretty par for the course
with everybody else?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Yes, and so ['m -- first, it would go back to a couple
points that I made earlier on this because I think this is really important. Would
recommend if you're going to look at the CDC data that you look at it day by day and not
Just a single snapshot because it does tend to vary, as [ mentioned earlier.

If you look at the very heginning of the week, the percentages are alimost
everywhere -- going back and look at the last three weeks, different than at the end of the
week because we get the allocation at the beginning of the week.

Q: I checked in the beginning of the press conference and it's about 50 right now.
[s there a part related --

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Correct, and so tbat's the lag that -- that's the lag
that I was talking about earlier. So to answer your specific questions, yes, part of what
the Defense Health Agency has worked with each of the bases on is their base level plan
that says using the DOD prioritization, which is based on the CDC pnioritization, here's
who we go through.

And they have the authority, if there's no one in a particular tear that's available or
that opts for the vaccine, to go to the next level down, and it varies base by base. That
was the comment that [ made earlier there. For the first 10 bases that were our pilot sites,
they're much farther along in their lists than the last few sites that have come online that
are still working on their initial group of healthcare workers.

So at least the -- everything that I am hearing on the joint staff side into the
COVID task force is that that process is working well and stepping through the prionties
and making sure that we are not losing any vaccines. Our loss rate has been negligible.
It's, I think -- I don't remember the exact number and apologize for that.



But we certainly have not lost any vaccines because they're sitting on the shelf
there.

Q: [ have a very quick follow-up. So the DOD website also tracks COVID cases
and breaks them down by service members, dependents, civilian contractor. Why can we
not get that same level of fidelity of administered vaccines?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: So, that's a very long answer. That's a quick
question but a very long answer.

Q: [ assume it's because CDC says you have 1o do this and you're not doing more
than what CDC is telling you to do.

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: That's --
Q: What I'm asking is why not?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: So, that's part of it. What [ would offer and I'll
defer to our P.A. colleagues, if I can get back to you because that's a much longer answer.
There's -- there's a ot of nuances to that piece of it. There's a lot more data that we are
collecting, They're -- putting it all out on the wehsite becomes a bit more challenging for
a variety of reasons, so.

STAFF: Let's go to the -- back to the phone. We're going to go to Jeff Schogol.

Q: Thank you. This is a question for General Friedrichs. I'm following up on my
colleague's question, are you saying that an organization that has an annual budget of
$£705 billion is unabie to say how many service members have been vaccinated and how
many have refused? Thank you.

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: No, I'm not saying that. So, I -- as [ mentioned.
there were 366,000 doses given out and [ don't have it in front of me. 1 can get you the
exact number of which of those were first doses and which those were second doses. If]
remembher correctly, it was around 320,000 are first doses and 40.000-ish of those were
second doses, so that means about 320,000 people.

So the declinations are a littie hit more challenging and -- and this gets into the
fact that this is voluntary.

We -- we are not compelling people to take a vaccine that this is truly something
that they have to volunteer for. And -- and we've been very careful to adhere to not just
the letter but the intent of the guidance that's been put out on that under the emergency
use authorization.

STAFF: Okay, back to here in the room.



: Hey {inaudible) -~ excuse me, Al Jazeera English. White House officials said
when they took over they realized there was no plan in place to get vaccines into the
hands -- the arms of Americans. Is that true?

MR. ROSE: So, there is no doubt that there is significant room for improvement
and that is reflected in the strategic guidance, the executive orders, the changes in FEMA
payment ratios, the leadership by FEMA, all of which this administration has put into
fold in just the last few days.

That in itself speaks for what this administration came on to. Now with that being
said though, from the perspective of DOD, I just think it is absolutely essential that we
are forward-looking, just trying to do more. And --

Q: Was there a plan or no?

MR. ROSE: Well, certainly in terms ot anything that the White House said, [
would refer you to the White House. Anything that the White House came onto, [ would
refer you to the White House.

But what I can tell you is, is that from the perspective of Secretary Austin, within
Just his first day estahlishing this as his numher one priority and firmly stating that this
department stands ready to do anything it can to support the president's effort, FEMA's
effort, all the while not sacrificing our posture and our capabilities to defend this nation.
That is where we stand right now under -- under Secretary Austin.

Q: So those people had ten months to come up with a plan and they didn't and
you're saying those same people are going to stay in charge of the distribution?

MR. ROSE: Well, I -- [ don't think that that's the correct way to look at this,
okay? That this -- that what this administration is doing and the --the Department of
Defense's support for President Biden's strategy of defeating this pandemic as quickly as
possible. That's where we are right now.

And [ can tell you within my first week as [ look at the men and women in
uniform who are serving this nation and have served this nation for years, I have the
upmost confidence in their ability to execute this plan going forward.

STAFF: Let's go to the back. Tom?

(: Thanks. What's the percentage of individuals here in the Pentagon who have
gotten the vaccination and what's the refusal rate?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Again, [ -- [ -- I think I may not have been clear on
that one. So, the refusal rate is a -- is a statistic that | think we're not going to be able to
give you because it's a voluntary vaccine.



(: Let me rephrase the question and what's the -- the first part still, so what's the
percentage? How many in the Pentagon have heen vaccinated? And are you seeing
people here in the Pentagon refuse to?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Are we seeing people who are declining to it? Yes.

Q: Okay.

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Yes. And I mean I've had people say that for a
variety of reasons, they're pregnant, which is a very reasonable concern. They want to
talk to their doctor first, very reasonahle concern. I mean, yes.

So there are people who have said they don't want to get it. I'll have to get back to
you on the latest numbers for the Pentagon. It changes daily and | don't have those
numbers with me right now.

Q: [s it ongoing the --

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Yes.

{(CROSSTALK)

(. -- (inaudible)?

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Yes. Every day we're -- we're doing vaccinations
here in the building and our clinic downstairs is in charge of that.

(: Thank you.
BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: You bet.
STAFF: Okay. And last question, Abraham?

(: Thank you. Abraham Mahshie with the Washington Examiner, this question is
for General Friedrichs. So you mentioned 320,000 of military personnel, duty personnel,
have been vaccinated. But you had 769,000 doses, so there's a -- there's a big gap there.
You also said that there's sort of a trend line that matches civilian society that older folks
are the ones who are accepting it at a higher rate.

And you also said that -- that -- that there's a tier of individuals for strategic and
national security and those deploying, those people are generally younger. So are the
people who are doing national security, strategic, and deploying tuming down vaccines
and still deploying without the vaccine?



BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: So, in some cases yes. It's a voluntary vaccine. [
mean, there are people in | think every walk of life across our country who are making
this choice as they're offered the opportunity to get vaccinated.

Certainly within the Department of Defense we had tried very hard to make it
clear this is a voluntary vaccine. And while we certainly encourage people, and I asked
for your help with that to reinforce the safety and the efficacy of this, it is ultimately a
voluntary vaccine. And so, the answer 1s yes.

Q: And when they deploy or they do some important national security function
like nuclear protection they are allowed to --

BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Yes.
Q: -- continue to do that job?
BRIG. GEN. FRIEDRICHS: Yes.
Q. Okay.

STAFF: Gentlemen, thank you very much for your time and then we'll transition
here to our -- our phase two of the -- of the conference.

(OFF-MIKE)
{CROSSTALK)

MR. KIRBY: Okay. You have a couple of things to read oft at the top if you just
bear with me. So, just some status updates. We have made a lot of progress over the last
week alone in just getting new members to the Defense Department team. We've
welcomed now 30 new appointees.

And just the last week another dozen are slated for next week. Of those, 25 came
to the Office of Secretary Defense, the OSD staff. Two went to the Department of the
Army and three went to the Department of the Navy.

Among these new arrivals are Kimberly Jackson, Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Readiness inside the personnel and readiness directorate and Taylor Ferrell,
as the Deputy General Counsel for Environment and Installations. And if you want a full
list of the people we've on boarded happy to provide that after we're done here.

We also want to obviously thank Congress for their support in helping us get
some of these positions filled. As you may know next Tuesday the Senate Armed
Services Committee will hold a confinmation hearing for Dr. Kathleen Hicks who has
been nominated to be the Deputy Secretary of Defense. We're grateful that that hearing



got scheduled in short order and we're certainly looking forward to a speedy confirmation
tor Dr. Hicks.

We're obviously very happy to see all our arrivals and we thank them for their
willingness to serve. Now let me shift gears to Secretary Austin.

[ think you've been seeing that we've been providing read outs of the calls that
he's made to several international counterparts. He spoke again today with the Foreign --
French Foreign Minister -- I'm sorry, French Minister of the Armed Forces Florence
Parly to reinforce the importance of this strategic alliance between our two countries.

They also discussed security stability in Atrica, the need for continued vigilance
against terrorism, and the pandemic, and of course the sitnation in Iraq and Afghanistan
as well as the broader Middle East.

He thanked her for her leadership on global security and defense issues. Said he
looks forward to continued dialogue in the future -- in the future for the United State and
France to work bilaterally and to -- obviously through the NATO alliance.

Second call we had today was with the Isracli Defense Minister, Benny Gantz,
Mr. Gantz congratulated the Secretary on his position and the Secretary reaftirmed of
course the -- the strong partnership and relationship that we have bi-laterally with Israel.
The Secretary did reiterate U.S. commitment to maintain Israel's qualitative military edge
and both leaders agreed to remain in close coordination on shared defense priorities,
particularly in the region but also around the world.

I think you'll see the Secretary continue to reach out to the counterparts, two more
calls tomorrow. One to the Defense Minister of [taly and the other to the Defense
Minister of Canada. [ED NOTE. The call was with Mexico, not Canada.]

Taken outside behind -- beyond the building we'd like to announce that Arlington
National Cemetery's going to commemorate the Centennial of the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier with a whole year-long tribute. For nearly 100 years the Tomb of the Unknown,
many of you have seen it has served as -- has served as the heart of Arlington National
Cemetery, it's truly a peoples memorial and inspires reflection on service, valor, sacrifice,
and mourning,.

As a sacred memorial site and the grave of these unknown American service
members the tomb connects visitors with the legacy of the U.S. Armed Forces throughout
our nation's history and throughout the whole year the cemetery will hold events leading
up to the centennial ceremony on November 1 1th of 2021, They've got a website set up, |
encourage you to check it out, all the events will be available there.

And with that, I'll start taking questions. Lita.

(: Let us take another stah at this.



MR. KIRBY: What's that?

(Q: Let us take another stab at this. Can you give us some clarity on the FEMA
request and what it may or may not include, what the Secretary's spot is on that? Active
duty, not, active duty medical units and whatever and then just secondarily, Secretary
spoke with the Germany -- German MOD yesterday --

MR. KIRBY: Yes.

(Q: -- what can you say ahout the Secretary's thought on the ongoing plan to pull a
significant number of troops out of Germany?

MR. KIRBY: Okay. Let me start with one, if [ forget two, which 1s likely, please
remind me because those are both weighty questions you just asked.

So, look, on the -- on the FEMA request, as [ think Mr. Rose indicated that we arc
in receipt of a request by FEMA for Defense Department capabilities to assist in vaccine
distrihution. I am not able right now to go into great detail into what the request is.

It is going through, just like we would get from a combatant command, it's going
through the same process and it just came in yesterday, actually in the evening and so it 13
being analyzed for resourcing and risk by the services and that's -- again, typical process,
Lita, you know that. So, I'm -- 'm really loathe to get into the details of the request.

Now, what I think what you're really getting at is how we're going to source it.

So, a couple of thoughts. First of all, we're obviously going to source this request.
I mean the Secretary has made it very clear that we are going to provide as much
capability and capacity as the Defense Department can afford to do to help with this
national priority.

We also have other jobs to do clearly in the defense of the country and so there’s
risk whenever you pull capabilities away and we're going to have to balance that risk with
this request but we're going to contribute and we're going to -- and we're going to do so in
as aggressive a manner as we car.

And just as we do with every other request, when we put it out to the services for
sourcing, because this would very much be a joint effort, this would not fall on any one
service, each service bas medical, clinical and non-clinical, as well as logistical
capabilities. So, [ would suspect you see when we fill this request it will be done jointly
across the services.

[ can't tell you definitively right now that it's going to be this particular mix of
active duty or reserves or Guard. T would be surprised if it isn't a mix of all three. But
again, it hasn't been sourced yet and as tor the -- the numbers -- the numbers they asked
for versus the numbers we're going to be able to source, again we're not there yet because



we also do have to -- we have to balance the risk 1o -- to the medical capabilities that we
need in the fleet and in the field and to care for our members and their families.

So, it's a long answer to a good question. | -- I would just tell you that it's going
through the same exact process that we would get and normally, Lita, and you know this,
we wouldn’t talk -- sit up here and talk about requests from combatant commands, right,
especially not before their sourced, but in this case we thought it was important to
acknowledge that we got the -- the request and that we are actively sourcing it.

When am 1 going to have answers for you? I don't know the exact day, but 1
would say it -- we're talking days, certainly not weeks, to get this sourced. We know
there's an urgency, the Secretary knows there's an urgency, and he's made it clear that he
wants the department to lean in and lean forward with as much as we can possibly do.

So, | think you're going to see us figure out the sourcing mechanism here within
days and when we do and we have something more definitive we'll let you know. But
look for a -- look for a blend and a mix.

On Germany, they had a great conversation yesterday. Without question, the
issue of U.8. force presence in -- in levels in Germany came up, clearly. What I would
tell you is that the Secretary made clear that he wants to take a look globally at force
posture. As you would expect him to do when he first comes into office.

So, we'll certainly -- we're certainly going to look at the European lay down and
we're going to bounce that against -- ['m sorry, not bounce, that's not a good verb -- we're
going to measure it against you know what -- what the requirements are for the U.S.
Military and what our strategy is in every region and he'll think through that thoughtfully
with the advice of both civilian and military leadership.

What he did assert to the Defense Minister was that whatever decision we make,
we'll do it in consultation with her and her government. There won't be any surprises.
it'll be a collaborative effort as we look forward and -- and, Lita, last thing I'd say is [
don't want you to take away from this answer that -- that there will be or won't be any
specific change.

He made it very clear that he values the support that we've received for so many
years from Germany as a veteran of fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, he well knows the
key role, logistical and medical role that -- that the German government has played in
terms of providing us those -- the -- the infrastructure to provide those capabilities to the
force and I can guarantee you that whatever we come to it -- it's going to be in the best
interest of our national security interest and those of our key ally, Gennany. That -- that
get you?

Okay. Afghanistan, go ahead.

Q: Thank you very much, welcome back.



MR. KIRBY: You're welcome, thanks.
Q: My name is {(inaudible) [ am Afghan journalist.
MR. KIRBY: [ know you.

(Q: Thank you. What is the new plan out of the strategy of {inaudible) bring some
change to U.S. and Taliban {inaudible) they are going to start again a war and start -- get
{attacked to use ?) forces in Atghanistan?

MR. KIRBY: Yes, let's back up just a little bit. We are still involved in trying to
get a negotiated settlement. The Taliban have not met their commitments. As you know,
there is a looming deadline of early May that -- that before everybody in terms of you
wanting to have the solution here.

But without them meeting our commitments o renounce terrorism and to stop the
violent attacks on the Afghan National security forces and by dint of that the Afghan
people, it's very hard to see a specific way forward for the negotiated settlement.

But we're still committed to that. There's no question about that. The secretary
has heen clear in testimony that that's -- that we need to find a reasonahle rational end to
this war and that it's got to be done through a negotiated settlement.

That includes the Afghan government has to be involved in this. And thus far, the
Taliban has been, to put it politely, reticent to their requirements. So -- and this gets to
the -- the other number -- the other issue, which is U.S. force presence.

So we're down to 2,500 right now. Both General Miller, the commander in
Afghanistan, and of course the Chairman of the Joint Chiets, General Milley, have made
clear that they believe that this is a sufficient number to accomplish the mission, which is
largely a counter terrorism mission right now.

We have many NATO partners in Afghanistan. In fact, that was another thing
that we talked -- that the secretary talked about the German defense minister was their
commitment to the NATO mission who were also involved in some advise and assist
missions as well. So right now we think we have enough to do what we need to do.

But there's no -- let me put -- there basn't been any decisions made now about
what that force presence is going to look like going forward. And [ would say this to the
leaders of the Taliban, that it is going to be -- that they make it that much more difficuit
tor final decisions to be made about force presence by their reticence to commit to
reasonable, sustainable, and credihle negotiations at the tahle. Okay.

(Q: {Inaudible).



MR. KIRBY: Go ahead. {Inaudible). Go ahead.

Q: {Inaudible) with Fox Media News, nice to meet you.
MR. KIRBY: Nice to meet you.

(2: Sort of a follow-up on Lita's question.

MR. KIRBY: No follow-ups to Lita's question.

Q. Okay. This will he a new gquestion.

MR. KIRBY: Once I'm done with Lita, I'm done.

(2: Okay. This will be a new stream of questions. Y ou mentioned that you spoke
today with Minister Parley of France. And you also said from here that he's looking ata
force posture around the world.

Last suimmer on a trip by then Secretary Esper to -- many went to Minister Parley.
Secretary Esper announced that the U.S. was going to cut back significantly iis support
for the French operations -- counter terrorism operations in France. And of course we --

MR. KIRBY: You mean not in France, you mean in Africa.
(. Africa -- French operations in Africa, thank you.
MR. KIRBY: Yes.

0 As well. I'm wondering did that come up as part of the conversation today and
if so, 15 a review of the U.S. force posture in Africa helping the French underway to the
point ot this? Thank you.

MR. KIRBY: Tt did come up in the conversation. I think [ mentioned that in the
read out. They certainly did talk about Africa and to the Sahel specifically. The secretary
certainly didn't comimnit to one course or another but he obviously expressed his
appreciation for the work that France is doing counter-terrorism wise.

And 1n pledged that we would continue to look forward to what -- what our
contributions might or might not look like going forward. So there wasn't -- there wasn't
a specific commitment. But look I mean we're --

{CROSSTALK)

Q: Same as sort of with Germany, in other words. you can look at it and it's being
sponsored with -- yes.



MR. KIRBY: That's where I -- yes, that's where | was going. So we're week one
into the job and I think it's fair for everyone to expect that the secretary is going to want
to take a look at operations around the world, what we're doing, whether it matches --
whether we're matching resources to the strategy, whether the strategy is itself
appropriate.

And then what kind of operations need to be conducted going -- going torward
when we're talking about an operational environment, which we're not in Germany. It's
largely that there's a -- there's a large infrastructure there for forward basing of some
troops and facilities.

But I think it's fair to say that -- that he will be looking at all the force presence
around the world before he makes any specific decisions.

Q: Thank you.

MR. KIRBY: Yes, go ahead.

: Thank you very much. And, John, nice to meet you again. I'm {(inaudible)
MR. KIRBY: Yes. [ know. I remember almost all of you.

Q: Yes, | would comne (prepared ?) for (four years 7) (inaudibie). Can you tell us
about -- have two questions for you. Can you tell us about the vaccinations, you know,
situations for the U.S. troops stationed overseas?

And second question is the joint military exercise continues in South Korea where
(it's intended ?) during the Trump administration, so what is the Biden administration in -
- for resuming this military exercise.

MR. KIRBY: So I'm -- I'in -- I'm not able to into the specific vaccination of
troops overseas but we obviously can help puli that data.

So let me take that question because I don't want to speak to something [ don't
know about. Thanks for that reminder. Again, [ would refer you more specifically to
General Abrams and his staff. I don't want to speak for them.

[ think just broadly, right, that we recognize the value of training and exercises to
keep forces ready and no place is that more important than on the Korean Peninsula.

And even though some exercises were changed in character or in fact stopped
over the last couple of years, while diplomatic negotiations were going on with -- with
Pyongyang, I don't want to speak for General Abrams but my understanding is that they
were still able to exercise and to train at a level that kept readiness capability intact.



And that is certainly what the secretary is committed to doing. And he'll work
with the -- with his civilian staff as well as the chainman and General Abrams going
forward to make sure that that's the case.

I imeant the ready to fight tonight is -- is not just a slogan. [t actually means
something there on the peninsula and the secretary's committed to that. What that
exercise regime is going to look like specifically going forward, ['m just not prepared to
tell you but we -- he fully understands the need to stay ready and we're going to be
committed to that.

Q: (Inaudible) tell you about the North Korea, you know, the new development of
a new SLBM.

MR. KIRBY: ['m sorry the development of?

Q: Development of the new SLBM.

MR. KIRBY: Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile.
(2: Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile, yes.

MR. KIRBY: Yes.

(Q: That's work. {Inaudible) in four years, ves.

MR. KIRBY: Thank you for that reminder, Mike. So I'm -- ['m not going to get
into assessments of specific weapon systems now but all I'll just say is that we're certainly
mindful of Pyongyang's desire to advance their military capabilities. We know exactly
what those military capabilities are designed to do. And -- and we're -- we're going to
continue to make sure that we have the readiness posture we need on the Korean
Peninsula. And I think I'll leave it at that.

Let me -- let me get a question from the phone. I think Barb -- Barb, are you on?

Q: Tam. [ have two specific questions. [ wanted to ask you to bring us up to date
as much as possible, in as much detail as possible, about the work so far on trying to find
a way ahead on countering domestic extremism in the military. What you've been
looking at, what meetings you're having, and what your thoughts are.

But first, [ want to go back to what you said about Afghanistan. You said it's very
hard to see a specific way forward for negotiated settlement decisions made on going
forward. You seem very much to be raising the prospect of keeping the door open to not
going to zero in May because you're saying it's hard to see a specific way forward for the
negotiated settlement. Is -- are you saying that the decision to go to zero is still open to
review and discussion in the Biden administration?



MR. KIRBY: What I'm saying is that any decision of -- of force levels in
Afghanistan is going to be driven by our security requirements there, our security
cominitments there, and driven hy conditions. And [ think we've been very clear about
that, Barb. They'll be conditions-based.

We obviously want to see a responsible end to this war. We obviously want to
see successful negotiated settlements to end it. We obviously want to see those
settlements include the Taliban and the elected Afghan government but we have a
commitment to -- to Afghanistan and to -- and to the Afghan National Security Forces
that we take very seriously.

So I don't want to get into hypotheticals or -- you know. or -- or try to predict
certain outcomes. I can tell you that that's still the goal. We know that that May -- that
May deadline is out there. But we're going to be making our decisions in a sober, rational
manner that is driven by what's in our best interests and the interests of our partner in
Afghanistan, as well as our NATO partners and allies too.

Q: So the notion of -- which General Miller, 1 think, has articulated -- you would
keep a small amount for counterterrorism -- Al Qaida, ISIS-K should it be there -- but
that the agreement you reach was, under the Trump administration, was to -- signed |
believe, was to go to zero. And now, you're saying that is a goal so it is under discussion
to not go to zero.

MR. KIRBY: Itis -- it is under discussion with our partners and allies to make
the best decisions going forward on -- on -- on force presence in Afghanistan. [ think,
again, as the secretary has been very clear and | -~ and President Biden has too, it's -- it's -
- it's time to end this war but we want to do it responsibly. We want to do it in keeping
with our national security interests and those of our Afghan partners.

So I don't want to -~ I'm not trying to dodge the question. I'm telling you that, just
like the answer to Lita on Germany, we're -- we're going to take a broad look here going
forward about what -- what makes the most sense.

As | said, night now, General Miller and the chairman of the Joint Chiets believe
that the 2,500 is enough to do the job they've been given. The question is, you know,
how much longer do they need to keep doing that job. And if we can get to a negotiated
settlement, then there won't be the need for those troops. Right now, there is.

And it's difficult -- and in fact, impossible to look out here on the 28th of January
to early May to see exactly where we're going to be. But we're going to constantly -- and
we'll constantly talk to you about it, but we're going to constantly review it, as we do
elsewhere.

And you had another question, Barb?



(Q: Domestic extremism, as much as you can tell us about what you've been --
what you've been doing in the first week to try and look at that issue, which the secretary
I believe also identified as a top priority.

MR. KIRBY: He did. I can tell you that he and Chairman Milley have spoken
about this particular issue and they've both expressed their commitment to trying to get
after it, to find the best way forward, to understand the scope of the problem inside the
ranks and to better deal with the behavior -- the conduct that is driven by -- by extremist
beliefs.

[ want to say at the outset -- and I know you understand this, but the -- the vast,
vast majority of men and women in the United States military serve with honor, and with
character, and ntegrity, and dignity and they don't espouse these sorts of dangerous
beliefs. But that doesn't mean that even the small number, while it may be small, is
insignificant. And that -- and it doesn't mean that we don't think that there might be a
problem. The problem is we don't understand the full scope of it.

So he and Chairman Milley have talked about this. There 1s, I think you guys
know and have reported on -- had already heen an ongoing review by the Personnel and
Readiness directorate here at the Department to look specifically at extremisin, to look at
policies, laws, regulations that govern the conduct driven by extremist heliefs and to see
whether there needs to be changes.

That work is ongoing and continues. The secretary has not shut that down. They
have to finish their initial work by the end of March, so very soon here, with a plan to
come up with milestones to be completed by mid-summer, I think.

So the secretary is not going to stop that work. He wants them to keep doing that.
But in the meantime he's also, as [ said, meeting with Chairman Milley and he's going to
be talking to military leaders going forward ahout -- about what they think the scope of
the problem 1s.

{(CROSSTALK)
MR. KIRBY: Tom? Go ahead, Tom. Go ahead, Tom.

Q: [ mean, do you expect -- does the secretary expect and the chairman expect
fairly soon to get an idea on the scope of the problem? How many people have been
kicked out for extremist behavior, how many recruits turned away for extremist behavior,
and then how many investigations by the FBI?

We got figures from the FBI just for 2020 and half of the investigations by FBI
last year -- half of them involved domestic extremism. Do we expect to get a sense of the
numhers which would give you a sense of the scope of the prohlem?



MR. KIRBY: Ithink in a perfect world, Tom, the answer to that would be yes.
We would like to get that. The problem is it's not a perfect world, particularly when it
comes to this problem because so many of the cases of conduct by people with extremist
beliefs are adjudicated through the civilian investigative law enforcement and -- and --
and judicial processes.

So for instance, we received 143 notifications of investigation from the FBI last
year for all conduct, 68 of them pertained to domestic extremism. So sometimes we are -
- we are sort of heholden to the civilian law enforcement apparatus for that kind of data.
That doesn't mean it's exclusively that, but mostly it's driven by the law enforcement data.

And you don't know what you don't know -- right -- until somebody acts on these
kinds of beliefs. So it's very difficult to -- to get a hand on how many people at any given
time espouse these kinds of beliefs and how many --

(CROSSTALK)

Q: (OFF-MIKE)

MR. KIRBY: -- Wait, wait -- how many act on it --
Q: -- Right. Right.

MR. KIRBY: So back to recruiting, for instance, you know this. I mean, we do
extensive vetting of -- and screening of recruits. Just hecause somebody comes in, okay,
doesn't mean that they somehow develop radical beliefs while they're in, through
exposure online or from colleagues, so it's very difficult to get at the root of the -- where
does the radicalization begin and how do you get to the left of that? And [ think that's
one of the things that they want to explore.

Q: Again, if you're getting just one figure from the FBI trom 2020, [ mean, why
can't you guys -- we can ask the FBI, but they're going to listen to you much more than
us. Why can't we get a numbers going back 10 years in the FBI? Has this increased over
the past number of years? [ mean, that's the kind of thing that everybody would want to
know, right?

MR. KIRBY: Yes. Well, [ point you to the FBI for that kind of data, I mean --
but and --

Q. ¢Inaudible).

MR. KIRBY: -- [ -- no, I get it. And remember, disciplinary issues in the military
are handled by the services. So again, one of the things I think we're looking at is how do
we get -- how do we do the data pull? How do we get better visibility, and we just don't
have the answers right now.



A lot of this 1s driven by the services themselves, and sometimes -- sometimes the
conduct itself. While it may be driven by an extremist belief, it's not a behavior that you
automatically look at and say okay, well there's white supremacy, you know. Maybe it's
a violent crime for -- on one service member to another and it's not exactly clear what the
motivation was.

The motivation may have been extremist beliefs. We -- that may not manifest
itself in the investigative and adjudication -- in the military justice system. It may not --
it just may not manifest itself, so it's hard to get a perfect grasp on it.

But you're hitting it exactly why the Secretary and the Chairman are taking this so
seriously and want to get a better grip on it. I don't think anybody can assure you that
we're going to know, down to the very specific detail, every single case and what
motivated it, but I can tell you they're committed to trying to find out.

And so, as they start to look at this, I mean that -- what we don't know and why
we don't know it is going to be a part of that calculus.

Q: [ want to follow-up on Afghanistan.

MR. KIRBY: All right, we'll go on Afghanistan and then Goyal, we'll go to you,
and then [ got to do some from the phone.

Q. Yes, Afghanistan and [ran -- yes, yes. [t seems to me you're --
MR. KIRBY: Yes, yes.

Q: -- making a new interpretation of the agreement with Taliban because the issue
of political reconciliation has nothing to do with the level of U.S. troops, based on what
was declared back then in February. So my question is this, is the U.S. still committed in
pulling out ail troops by May if Iran cut -- if Taliban cut all ties with terronst
organizations? That's the first one.

On Iran, can you share with us your assessment of the. you know, state of play
with [ran now? Are we still seeing the same level of tension with or threats coming from
Iran has been assess previously by this huilding? And we saw yesterday like continuation
of sending B-52 to the region.

We heard from Israel top general talking about readying plans for military plans, I
guess Iran. Do you think these type of moves and statements are conducive to creating
more room for diplomacy?

MR. KIRBY: Okay, on Afghanistan, I think [ was pretty clear. I don't think I
was trying to reinterpret the political settlement.



(Q: {Inaudible) an Afghani track separate from pulling out, but we know -- but -
yes.

MR. KIRBY: Right, I said that -- [ said the Taliban are not meeting tbeir
commitments to reduce violence and to renounce their ties to Al Qaida. And they are not
meeting their commitments and as long as they're not meeting their commitments, it's
going to be difficult for anybody at that negotiating table to meet their commitment, in
fact, it wouldn't be the wise course,

I mean, we obviously are still comimitted to ending this war, but we want to do it
in a responsible way. And I don't think it's helpful to he drawn now into specific
hypothetical discussions about the troop numbers on a -- on a specific calendar basis.

We're still committed to ending this war and we obviously, the president has
made it clear, he wants to bring American troops home from Afghanistan but we're going
to do it in lockstep with the diplomatic process to try to find a negotiated settlement. I'm
not trying to recast that.

(: My question 1s not about ending the war, my question is not hypothetical, it's
about an agreement that the U.S. signed by which it should pull out all troops by May if
Taliban met its own requirements. [s that still the -- are you still committed --

MR. KIRBY: Yes, they did -- of course we are, but it's a big if isn't it?

(Q: Yes, it's if -- Taliban, yes. So if Taliban commits its own -- met its own
commitment, you are willing to pull out fully by May?

MR. KIRBY: There is no change, let me put it very clear, there's no cbange to the
commitments we made that was done previous to our coming in, there's no -- been no
change to that. We all want to see an end to the war, but you said if the Talihan meet
their commitments and they haven't and they aren't.

So it's -- as | said at the very beginning of this, it's difficult to sce how we get
there from right where we are now. That doesn't mean we're not going to keep trying,
doesn't mean we're not going to continue to support the efforts of our negotiators. That's
exactly where we want this to go, okay.

On Iran, [ mean [ think Iran continues to be a malign actor in the region. It
continues to support terrorism throughout the Middle East. And they still post threats to
our partners and friends there. They still have an active ballistic missile program and
they have been recently respinning centrifuges.

I won't speak for the State Department and the status of how they're looking at a
return to the JCPOA, that's really not our issue here. [ would tell you that from the
Secretary's perspective, we still have national security interest in the Middle East, in the



Persian Guif specifically. We still have partners and friends who we are committed to as
well.

And we still have a significant interest in stemming the acts of terrorism that Iran
continues to propagate throughout the region. I mean just recently, there have been
attacks on facilities in Irag, which we have reason to believe were the result of the Shia-
backed militias.

So there's -- they're still -- they're still involved in significant and specific acts of
violence. And to the degree that we have capabilities to try to deter that activity, I think
you can expect we're going to use that, okay?

Q: Thank you.

MR. KIRBY: Goyal, Goyal, go ahead.

Q: Thank you John, first of all congratulations.
MR. KIRBY: Thank you.

Q: My question is that how much has been going on with when the U.S. and India
(inaudible) relations? [ understand Secretary have just spoken with the Indian defense
minister, Mr. {inaudible).

MR. KIRBY: He did.

Q: And he has spoken about ongoing prohlems all around India and China in the
region. So can we talk about that there, what was phone call about and what is the future
of U.S., India military to military relationship.

MR. KIRBY:: I had a pood chat yesterday, | think you saw the readout of that,
discussed a lot of issues, including our two nation's response to the coronavirus. And as [
said in the readout, the Secretary made it very clear that we're going to remain committed
to a strong U.S., India bilateral relationship. Let me go to Phil Stewart. Are you -- are
you there, Phal?

Q: I am, yes. Thanks very much. First of all, welcome back to the briefing room.

MR. KIRBY: Thank you. Thank you.

Q: Yeah. So first, just going back the coronavirus issue. I think a lot of us were
sort of alarmed, | hadn't been tracking the numbers very closely to see how many

personnel and armed forces have contracted COVID.

And I wanted ask in the Biden administration comfortable with the military’s
performance and keeping troops free from infection given that the rate of infection



among -- among U.S. armed forces is sinilar to the general population. And then [ have
a question on Syria.

MR. KIRBY: Well, the short answer is yes, Phil, and [ think you heard General
Friedrichs talk ahout that. We're obviously committed to vaccinating as many as our
troops as we possibly can. But as he noted, it is a voluntary vaccination and there is a
tiered structure in terms of the priorities for doing that.

So, bottom line 1s yes, we are committed to vaccinating as many of our troops as
possible.

Q: Yes, I guess what I'm asking is, like, are the rates of infection among -- among
personnel in the armed forces acceptable at their current levels or do you think that they -
- the military needs to do a better job safeguarding people from infection, not
vaccinations right now, but infection until they can get vaccinated.

MR. KIRBY: Idon't have the data on the rates of infection. So if that didn't
come out previously, [ mean we can get that to you. Obviously what we like to see in the
ranks is zero infections, clearly. That's the -- that's the goal. I don't know what the
threshold is here for driving a particular sense of urgency or different policy discussions.

So let me -- let me get hack to you on the -- I'll take your question and I'll get
back to you on the -- on the rates of infection but clearly we want to do everything we
can to keep our people safe.

Did you have another one, Phil?

(2. And then on Syria -- on Syria what role did securing the oil in Syria play in
the Biden administration's military strategy there?

MR. KIRBY: [ think I'll just that -- that what our -- our view of the purpose of
U.S. troops in Irag and Syria are to continue to go after the [SIS threat. I'll leave it at
that.

o ahead, Joe?

(Q: Thank you. Yes, I would like to know what's the -- what's the status of the
decision to move Israel to the -- to the CENTCOM AOR? Is this decision final? Is it
under review by the administration?

MR. KIRBY: Well, [ mean when the previous commander in chiet made that
decision he did so within his full authority. So the decision has been made. The
secretary believes that it -- from a geographic perspective it seems to make sense. But he
also has indicated that just like in every other respect he wants to take a look and he
wants to talk to our combatant commanders about that. And just to make sure.



But -- but af the outset where we are right now, the secretary would lead from a
geographic perspective that makes a certain sense. But he does want to reserve the right
and he will around the world to take a look at our laydown, to take a look at the
geographic boundaries for the combatant commanders as you would expect him to do.
Matt Salem?

Q. Hi. it's Seyler, thanks for doing this.

MR. KIRBY: Seyler. I apologize. I should have put my glasses on. Yes -- yes
there it 1s right there.

{CROSSTALK)

Q: That's quite all right. (Inaudibie). Anyway, you've answered most things. [ just
have one more gquestion on the FEMA request that you might be able to answer. [ believe
I heard Mr. Rose say that it doesn't always make sense to pull say a National Guard
doctor or nurse and task them with doing injections on a site because it would mean
pulling them away from a necessary job they're already doing in their civilian capacity.

And it's my understanding that some states require some sort of medical
certification to actually put shots in arms. So if you're tasking thousands of troops to do
this, is there any effort underway that you're aware of to secure waivers for them or extra
training to kind of lower the bar as to which troops are allowed to actually work and
actually give injections?

MR. KIRBY: Yes, great question. And | think that gets to my answer to Lita that
now that's part of the analysis right of we have the request, we know what's being asked
of'us and now we have to source it. And sourcing it just like sourcing any request for
military capabilities around the world, sometimes requires additional training.

And so while it's difficult for me to answer your questions specifically because
we're -- we're still working our way through this. [t is reasonable to conclude that there
might have to be some additional training given to -- to members whether they're active
or reserved before they contribute to this effort.

And we're 100 percent committed to doing that depending on what the -- what the
need is and what the gap in the need and our capability happens to be. Does that answer
your question?

(Q: Thank you.

MR. KIRBY: Okay. I've got time for one more.

(. This is Tony Capaccio, can I get a question?

MR. KIRBY: Sorry, go ahead, who's that?



: Tony Capaccio. I came in a little late so | wasn't on your list.

MR. KIRBY: Yes, you're not on my list, Tony, so I'm sorry, you're -- that's it,
you're done.

Q: Allright. Well, so are you then if you can't answer a question.
MR. KIRBY: Come on, Tony.

: Okay. Can I get a couple quickies?

MR. KIRBY: A couple quickies, sure.

J: You mentioned -- you mentioned the number of appointees have come in.
What is the status of a new acquisition undersecretary and a new undersecretary for
research and engineering?

MR. KIRBY: Yes. So there's no -- [ don't have -- [ don't have an update on that,
Tony.

: Okay. Another question then on the budget, which is obviously -- you're --
you guys are reviewing, at what do you think you'll be able to give some clanty on when
the 23 budget will be released and how much of that is contingent on an OMB director
being nominated -- being confinmed in an office?

MR. KIRBY: Well, I can't speak to -- to the timing for a new OMB director,
Tony, and -- or as a capacity of OMB right now to -- to staff of a budget request by -- by
the administration. What [ can say is that the secretary knows that budget deadlines are
coming and they're coming soon and he's already begun to prepare for that.

And I think we'll have more clarity in - in coming weeks about what it's going to
look like. But I don't have a specific answer in terms of the deadiine. [ mean you -- as
you know better than anybody, it's always in the spring, it's sometimes a moving target.

I think the secretary wants to be prepared to present and defend the budget in the
normal fashion and that means for him as soon as possible. And I think in his mind
regardless of what the actual timing ends up being, he's made it clear that he wants to get
himself up to speed and get the Department ready in about the next three months or so.

(: Okay. Fair enough. Thank you.

MR. KIRBY: Yes. Okay, guys I'm going to have to go. I've got to -- I go to go.

: On Taiwan -- just one on Taiwan.



MR. KIRBY: Okay, do that. Do you really want a question on Taiwan? | want to
hear it. (Laughter.) All right.

{Q: This morning the Chinese ministry of the banks that though Taiwan's
independence would mean war. So [ was just wondering what the Pentagon's reaction to
that statement is and how you view the strategic importance of Taiwan.

MR. KIRBY: So let me start with the second one first. And nothing has changed
about the Department's commitment to -- our -- our commitments to the Taiwan
Relations Act and the three communiques about -- about Taiwan. As the secretary said in
testimony this i1s something that has been supported in a bipartisan way for decades.

And -- and the Department of Defense under his leadership will continue that
samne suppoit to -- we have -- we have obligations to assist Taiwan with their self-defense
and [ think you're going to see that continue.

To your other question, the Department sees no reason why tensions over Taiwan
need to lead to anything like confrontation. And so we find that comment unfortunate
and certainly not commensurate with our intentions to meet our obligations under the
Taiwan Relations Act and to continue to, as Secretary Blinken at the State Department
said yesterday, look for ways where we can cooperate with China.

We -- but we have obligations that we intend to meet. Okay. Thanks very much.

(Q: Is the U.S. military ready and capable to defend Taiwan against a potential
Chinese invasion.

MR. KIRBY: I'm not going to get into hypotheticals. But the United States -- the

United States military remains ready in all respects to meet our security cominitments in
the region. Thank you very much.

-END-






be reviewed urgently but carefully to determine what DoD assets can safely be made availabie
to support the effort. As Secretary Austin has said, DoD is committed to do as much as it
possibly can to assist the whole-of-government effort against COVID-18.”

* Allegations of Violation of Libya Arms Embarge. UK Times story an UN Libya Panel of
Experts’ alleging U.S. violation of Libya arms embargo resulted in additional queries from
Barbara Starr, CNN; Helene Cooper, NYT; Umar Farooq, Middle East Eye; Mikhail Turgiev, RIA
Novosti; and Dmitry Kirsanov, TASS, asking for a Pentagen comment and specifically if the U.S.
had captured a Russian missile system from Russia in Libya. Additional questions included
what kind of missile system was this; where and when exactly was it captured; where was it
taken; how did the US come up with the plan to capture it; and have U.S. forces learned
anything from the missile system. Provided an NSC-cleared on-the-record comment that “We
are aware of the UK Times story. The Department of State can provide you more context with
regards to the United States policy towards Libya with specifics. The United States opposes all
foreign military intervention in Libya. We strongly support the October 23 Libyan ceasefire
agreement, including the immediate withdrawai of foreign military forces and mercenaries.
This includes the need for the departure of Russian proxy forces. To that end, the United
States has been a leader on promoting adherence to the arms embarge. We remain fully
commitied to ensuring advanced weapons systems neither enter Libya nor are proliferated
from Libya into the hands of dangerous actors, and further stoking violent conflict in violation
of the word and spirit of the arms embarge. The United States pricritizes finding an inclusive,
negotiated, political solution to the Libyan conflict.”

* Halting Onboarding Actions for DoD Board Members: Lara Seligman, Politico, and Nancy
Youssef, Wall Street lournal, asked about a recent internal message halting onboarding
actions for newly appainted DoD advisary board members. Provided the following, attributed
to Mr. Kirby: “"The Secretary, as you would expect, is reviewing current palicies in place
across the Department to determine if any changes are necessary, to include the advisory
boards. No final decisions have been made with respect to board membership. But we will
make the information available should that change.”

BRIEFINGS

Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby, COVID Senior Advisor Max Rose, and Brig. Gen. Paui
Friedrichs, loint Staff Surgeon, briefed the press on COVID-19 efforts, vaccinations, and myriad
other topics, including Afghanistan, extremism in the ranks, Taiwan, Korean Peninsula, globai
force posture, FY22 budget, SECDEF phone calls with counterparts, Israel move to CENTCOM,
and NG deployment to DC. A transcript will be posted to defense.gov when available.









service members who take advantage of financial benefits and what kind of benefits are
available to spouses. Coordinating with MPP (M&RA)}: There are several dedicated sites that
list military pay and benefits such as Military OneSource, the Department of Defense Office of
Financial Readiness (FINRED), the Department of Defense Military Spouse Employment
Partnership {MSEP}, etc. [t is important to the DoD to sustain the All-Volunteer Force and
support Service members and their families. DoD utilizes its full array of pay and benefits in
order to recruit, retain, develop, motivate and assign Service members to locations around the
world and to support them and their families. The military has a pay and benefits package
that compares very favorably to the private sector in recognition of the dedication and
sacrifices our military members make in service to the naticn. Amid the pandemic, the Office
of the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness issued military persannel
guidance addressing special policies and procedures implemented to ensure continuing
financial security for our members and their families in response to COVID-19.

* GACQ Report on BAH. Rose Thayer, Stars and Stripes, requested a comment on the recent
report on BAH from the GAO. Response coordinated with M&RA and provided to the
reporter: “We appreciate GAQ's thorough review of the BAH program and are gratified they
found the program to be sound and well run. We welcome their recommendations for
improvements to ensure this program better and more accurately reflects the housing costs
faced by our Service members and their families. The Military Compensation Policy staff
continuously reviews the BAH program and identifies areas for potential process
improvement. The GAQ report’s final recommendations are largely consistent with
improvements Military Compensation also identified for implementation in coming years. We
look forward to finding the best implementation solutions for these recommendations.”

* £O on Transgender Service Members. Chris Johnson, Washington Blade, asked if discharges
under DTM-19-004 now prohibited and will be prohibited as long as the EQ is in place;
whether the Department think it must implement a policy allowing individuais who obtained
treatment for gender dysphoria to accede or enlist; and whether government funds will be
used to pay for transition-related care, as well as the number of discharges and blocked
accessions under DTM-19-004. Response coordinated with M&RA and provided to the
reporter: “While the Department appreciates your interest and questions, it would be
premature to comment on prospective policy at this time. We refer you to the Executive
Order, the White House Fact Sheet, and Secretary Austin’s statement for now and commit to
providing updated information as it becomes available. As you will note, the Secretary’s
statement calls for 60 days to “develop the appropriate policies and procedures to implement

HH

these changes.

* Letter to Evolution Metals Corporation. Jacob Holzman, S&P Global Market Intelligence, and
lames Munson, Bloomberg Environment, asked whether a letter allegedly signed by
representatives from DOE, DOC, and DOD and sent to Evolution Metals Corporation is



authentic, as well as whether the letter received an ethics review by the Department before
the DoD representative signed. Coordinating response with SOCO (OGC).

* Vaccinations for Guantanamo Detainees. Carol Rosenberg, New York Times, asked whether
or not the vaccine that will be given to Guantanamo detainees will be Moderna; who signed
the approval memao; will the defendants in the case going to arraignment on Feb. 22 go first;
and whether she can have a copy of the material that the detainees will be given explaining to
them that it is voluntary {Arabic and Bahasa Indonesian). Working response with SOUTHCOM,
Detainee Policy Office and the COVID Task Force. Her initial article is at this link:

News Foundation, also asked whether the Pentagon said detainees at Guantanamo Bay will be
offered COVID-19 vaccines. She wants to know how many vaccines will be made available,
which vaccines and whether the troops stationed there receive vaccinations before the
prisoners. Working the response with SOUTHCOM, CVTF and Detainee Policy Office.

* Irag Announcement of Killing 1515 Deputy Commander. Zachary Halaschak, Washington
Examiner, and Tom Bowman, NPR, asked for confirmation/comment about Iragi Prime
Minister Al-Khadimi's claim that Iragi Security Forces eliminated ISIS deputy commander Abu
Yaser al-Issawi. Provided on-the-record comment that, “Today, Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa
Al-Kadhimi announced that Iragi Secuity Forces killed Abu Yaser al-Issawi, supervisor of ISIS
operations in Irag. The U.S. has NOT confirmed al-Issawi’s death. If confirmed, this is a
tremendous victory for our partners and for the Iraqi people.”

* Taiwan Relationship. Jessica Ni, TVBS News of Taiwan, asked for comment on the PRC
comment regarding Taiwan’s independence. Referred to Mr. Kirby’'s comments at the presser.

* ASD{IPSA) Nominee. Sangmin Lee, Radio Free Asia, asked who was the nominee for [PSA.
Replied that David Helvey is still Acting ASD{IPSA).

* Korean Exercises and OPCON. Nari Baek, Yonhap News agency, asked for a comment on the
ROK PM discussing OPCON transfer and exercises. Referred to Mr. Kirby’'s comments at the
presser for exercises, and after coordination with QSD(Policy), provided previously cleared
lines on OPCON: “Wartime Operational Control will transition when the mutually-agreed upon
conditions are fully met. A conditions-based wartime QPCON transition is not only what the
United States and Republic of Korea mutually agreed to, it is also necessary to ensure the
security of our military forces, peoples, and the region. A commitment to a specific timeframe
would put our forces and people at risk. Similarly, ensuring the security of military forces,
peoples, and the region requires is more complicated than merely swapping the leadership of
the Combined Forces Command.”



* DPAA/PLA Dialogue. lennifer White, NHK, and Stacy Hsu, Taiwan’s Central News Agency,
asked for a comment on the story that said the DoD talked with the PLA this week.
Coordinated with OSD{Policy) and replied with "From January 25-26, 2021, the Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) researchers conducted a first-ever Virtual Archival
Exchange with their PRC counterparts at the Pecple's Liberation Army (PLA) Archives
Department. The two-day event was a rare opportunity to seek new information, discuss
previous requests, and raise possible field investigations in the coming year with the PLA
Archives Department. There were 15 U.S. POW/MIA cases specifically discussed covering
World War {(WWII), the Korean War, Cold War, and the Vietham War. DPAA will continue to
engage with the PLA regarding these cases and the U.S. looks forward to safely executing
activities in China once COVID -19 safety protocols and operaticnal planning requirements are
in place.”

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

* Hypersonics. Closed out additional support to a recent interview with Sydney Freedberg,
Breaking Defense and OUSD{R&E) Principal Director for Hyperscnics, Mr. Mike White, focusing
on conventional, theater hypersonic weapons, rather than interncontinental. Breaking
Defense interviewed Mr. White in regards to a recent paper released by the Union of Concern
Scientists on DOD Hypersenic programs, which was also written about in the NYT. Story
expected to post today or tomorrow.

* SECDEF Interview Request. Sean Kim, Seoul Broadcasting System, would like to interview
Secretary Austin about military issues of Asia Pacific, as weli as the Korean peninsula. Request
placed in the SECDEF Interview Requests folder for review and processing.

* Cyber Policy. Ellen Nakashima, The Washington Post, has an off-the-record conversation
with Madeline Mortelmans, Principal Director Cyber Policy, Friday, Jan. 29 (4:30 p.m. to 4:45
p.m.) in order to get to know her and perhaps get some off-the-record information about
cyber policy, partnerships and the Defend Forward Strategy. Telephonic conversation will
take place on a public affairs conference line and last between 10-15 minutes.

* UAP Videos — Discovery Channel. Graham Evans, Discovery Channel, asked about using the
UAP videos he had seen on YouTube for the Discovery Channel show, “Strange Evidence.”
Pointed him to where the videos were officially released on the NAVAIR FOIA Reading Room,
and requested that the show cite U.S. Navy as the source, as well as use our standard
disclaimer: "The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) visual information does not
imply or constitute DoD endorsement.”

*JEDI. At 4 p.m. today, the DoD CIO sent an Information Paper on the Upcoming IEDI Cloud















Novosti; and Dmitry Kirsanov, TASS, asking for a Pentagon comment and specifically if the U.S.
had captured a Russian missile system from Russia in Libya. Additicnal questions included
what kind of missile system was this; where and when exactly was it captured; where was it
taken; how did the US come up with the plan to capture it; and have U.S. forces learned
anything from the missile system. Provided an NSC-cleared on-the-recerd comment that “We
are aware of the UK Times story. The Department of State can provide you more context with
regards to the United States policy towards Libya with specifics. The United States opposes all
foreign military intervention in Libya. We strongly support the Octcber 23 Libyan ceasefire
agreement, including the immediate withdrawal of foreign military forces and mercenaries.
This includes the need for the departure of Russian proxy forces. To that end, the United
States has been a leader on promoting adherence to the arms embargo. We remain fully
committed to ensuring advanced weapons systems neither enter Libya nor are proliferated
from Libya into the hands of dangerous actors, and further stoking viclent conflict in violation
of the word and spirit of the arms embargo. The United States prioritizes finding an inclusive,
negotiated, political solution to the Libyan conflict.”

* Halting Onboarding Actions for DoD Board Members: Lara Seligman, Politico, and Nancy
Youssef, Wall Street Journal, asked about a recent internal message halting enbearding
actions for newly appointed DoD advisory board members. Provided the following, attributed
to Mr. Kirby: “"The Secretary, as you would expect, is reviewing current policies in place
across the Department to determine if any changes are necessary, to include the advisory
boards. No final decisions have been made with respect to board membership. But we will
make the information available should that change.”

BRIEFINGS

Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby, COVID Senior Advisor Max Rose, and Brig. Gen. Paul
Friedrichs, Joint Staff Surgeon, briefed the press on COVID-19 efforts, vaccinations, and myriad
other topics, including Afghanistan, extremism in the ranks, Taiwan, Korean Peninsula, giobai
force posture, FY22 budget, SECDEF phone calls with counterparts, Israel move to CENTCOM,
and NG deployment to DC. A transcript will be posted to defense.gov when available.

DOD RELEASES

* France Bilat Readout. Posted readout of SECDEF phone cail with French Minister of the
Armed Forces Florence Parly. The leaders discussed a range of issues, including security and
stability in Africa, the need for continued vigilance against terrorism, the pandemic, and the
situation in Irag and Afghanistan as well as the broader Middle East. They also discussed
shared interests in the Indo-Pacific region. You can read the full readout here:






QUERIES OF NOTE

* 2020 Recruitment Figures. Andrew Jeong, WSJ, asked a series of questions on whether the
2020 pandemic and its adverse effects on the job market has led to more applicants to the
Armed Forces, compared to 2019, and previous recent years: was there an increase; how
much did application numbers jump during the 2007-09 financial crisis; how many applications
did the four branches and the Coast Guard receive in 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009; and
would there be a rough percentage based statistic available. Coordinating response with
Manpower and Reserve Affairs Office.

* UAPTF Budget. Duncan Phenix, Mystery Wire, 8 News Now (Las Vegas), asked whether a
statement on Twitter attributed to a DoD spokesperson was accurate, and asked about the
budget for the UAPTF. Confirmed the accuracy of the statement. Coordinating with Navy and
OUSD({I&S) on the budget questions.

* UAP Report to Congress. Douglas Jehnson, Scientific Coalition for UAP Studies/TheDebrief,
asked for information regarding the role of the Department of Defense in respending to the

congressional directive, with regard to process, timing, or any other aspect. Responded that
we had nothing further beyond what ODNI had provided him {which was simply that CDNI is
aware of the requirement and wiil respond accordingly).

* Tenant Bill of Rights Status. Haley Britzky, Task and Purpese, asked about the status of the
privatized housing Tenant Bill of Rights, where four - maintenance history, dispute resolution,
rent withholding, and the right to commeon documents - had not been implemented yet and
were still being worked on. Coordinated with DASD{Housing} that the Department has been
working with the MHPI companies to gain their voluntary agreement to retroactively apply the
remaining requirements to existing MHPI projects. Based on those ongoing discussions, we
expect the remaining four tenant rights to be available at the majority of vast installations with
MHPI housing by June 2021.

* Service Member Financial Benefits. Brenden Middleton, The Elks Magazine, requested
information on financial benefits for service members. He wanted to know the number of
service members who take advantage of financial benefits and what kind of benefits are
available to spouses. Coordinating with MPP (M&RA): There are several dedicated sites that
list military pay and benefits such as Military CneSource, the Department of Defense Office of
Financial Readiness (FINRED]), the Department of Defense Military Spouse Employment
Partnership (MSEP), etc. It is important to the DoD to sustain the All-Volunteer Force and
support Service members and their families. DeD utilizes its full array of pay and benefits in
order to recruit, retain, develop, motivate and assign Service members to locations around the



worid and to support them and their families. The military has a pay and benefits package
that compares very favorably to the private sector in recognition of the dedication and
sacrifices our military members make in service to the natien. Amid the pandemic, the Office
of the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness issued military personnel
guidance addressing special policies and procedures implemented to ensure continuing
financial security for our members and their families in response to COVID-19.

* GAQ Report on BAH. Rose Thayer, Stars and Stripes, requested a comment on the recent
report on BAH from the GAQ. Response coordinated with M&RA and provided to the
reporter: “We appreciate GAQO’s thorough review of the BAH program and are gratified they
found the pregram to be sound and well run. We welceme their recommendaticns for
improvements to ensure this program better and more accurately reflects the housing costs
faced by our Service members and their families. The Military Cempensaticn Policy staff
continuously reviews the BAH program and identifies areas for potential process
improvement. The GAQ report’s final recommendations are largely consistent with
improvements Military Compensation also identified for implementation in coming years. We
look forward to finding the best implementation solutions for these recommendations.”

* EO on Transgender Service Members. Chris Johnson, Washington Blade, asked if discharges
under DTM-19-004 now prohibited and will be prohibited as long as the EC is in place;
whether the Department think it must implement a pelicy allowing individuals who obtained
treatment for gender dysphoria to accede or enlist; and whether government funds will be
used to pay for transition-related care, as weill as the number of discharges and blocked
accessions under DTM-19-004, Response coordinated with M&RA and provided to the
reporter: “While the Department appreciates your interest and questions, it would be
premature to comment on prospective policy at this time. We refer you to the Executive
Order, the White House Fact Sheet, and Secretary Austin’s statement for now and commit to
providing updated information as it becomes available. As you will note, the Secretary’s
statement calls for 60 days to “develop the appropriate policies and procedures to implement
these changes.””

* Letter to Evelution Metals Corporation. jacob Holzman, S&P Gicbal Market Intelligence, and
lames Munson, Bloomberg Environment, asked whether a letter allegedly signed by
representatives from DOE, DOC, and DOD and sent to Evolution Metals Corporation is
authentic, as well as whether the letter received an ethics review by the Department before
the DoD representative signed. Coordinating response with SOCC (OGC]).

* Vaccinations for Guantanamo Detainees. Carol Rosenberg, New York Times, asked whether
or not the vaccine that will be given to Guantanamo detainees will be Moderna; who signed
the approval memo; will the defendants in the case going to arraignment on Feb. 22 go first;
and whether she can have a copy of the material that the detainees will be given explaining to



them that it is voluntary (Arabic and Bahasa Indonesian). Working response with SOUTHCOM,
Detainee Policy Office and the COVID Task Force. Her initial article is at this link:

News Foundation, also asked whether the Pentagon said detainees at Guantanamo Bay will be
offered COVID-19 vaccines. She wants to know how many vaccines will be made available,
which vaccines and whether the troops stationed there receive vaccinations before the
prisoners. Working the response with SOUTHCOM, CVTF and Detainee Policy Office.

* Iraq Announcement of Killing 151S Deputy Cemmander. Zachary Halaschak, Washington
Examiner, and Tom Bowman, NPR, asked for confirmation/comment about Iragi Prime
Minister Al-Khadimi's claim that Iragi Security Forces eliminated ISIS deputy commander Abu
Yaser al-Issawi. Provided on-the-recerd comment that, “Today, Iragi Prime Minister Mustafa
Al-Kadhimi announced that Iragi Secuity Forces killed Abu Yaser al-Issawi, supervisor of ISIS
operations in Irag. The U.S. has NOT confirmed al-Issawi’s death. f confirmed, thisis a
tremendous victory for our partners and for the Iragi people.”

* Taiwan Relationship. Jessica Ni, TVBS News of Taiwan, asked for comment on the PRC
comment regarding Taiwan’s independence. Referred to Mr. Kirby’'s comments at the presser.

* ASD{IPSA) Nominee. Sangmin Lee, Radio Free Asia, asked who was the nominee for |PSA.
Replied that David Helvey is still Acting ASD{IPSA).

* Korean Exercises and OPCON. Nari Baek, Yonhap News agency, asked for a comment on the
ROK PM discussing OPCON transfer and exercises. Referred to Mr. Kirby's comments at the
presser for exercises, and after coordination with OSD{Policy), provided previously cleared
lines on OPCON: “Wartime Operational Control wili transiticn when the mutually-agreed upon
conditions are fully met. A conditions-based wartime OPCON transition is not only what the
United States and Republic of Korea mutually agreed to, it is also necessary to ensure the
security of our military forces, peoples, and the region. A commitment to a specific timeframe
would put our forces and people at risk. Similarly, ensuring the security of military forces,
peoples, and the region requires is more complicated than merely swapping the leadership of
the Combined Forces Command.”

* DPAA/PLA Dialogue. lennifer White, NHK, and Stacy Hsu, Taiwan’s Central News Agency,
asked for a comment on the story that said the DoD talked with the PLA this week.
Coordinated with OSD{Policy) and replied with "From January 25-26, 2021, the Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) researchers conducted a first-ever Virtual Archival
Exchange with their PRC counterparts at the People's Liberation Army {(PLA) Archives
Department. The two-day event was a rare opportunity to seek new information, discuss
previous requests, and raise passible field investigations in the coming year with the PLA



Archives Department. There were 15 U.S. POW/MIA cases specifically discussed covering
World War (WWII), the Korean War, Cold War, and the Vietnam War. DPAA will continue to
engage with the PLA regarding these cases and the U.S. looks forward to safely executing
activities in China once COVID -19 safety protocols and operational planning requirements are
in place.”

ADDITIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

* Hypersonics. Closed out additional support to a recent interview with Sydney Freedberg,
Breaking Defense and OUSD(R&E) Principal Director for Hypersonics, Mr. Mike White, focusing
on conventional, theater hypersonic weapons, rather than interncontinental. Breaking
Defense interviewed Mr, White in regards tc a recent paper released by the Union of Concern
Scientists on DOD Hypersonic programs, which was also written about in the NYT. Story
expected to post today or tomorrow.

* SECDEF Interview Request. Sean Kim, Seoul Broadcasting System, would like to interview
Secretary Austin about military issues of Asia Pacific, as well as the Korean peninsula. Request
placed in the SECDEF Interview Requests folder for review and processing.

* Cyber Policy. Eilen Nakashima, The Washington Post, has an off-the-record conversation
with Madeline Martelmans, Principal Director Cyber Policy, Friday, Jan. 29 {4:30 p.m. to 4:45
p.m.) in order to get to know her and perhaps get some off-the-record information about
cyber policy, partnerships and the Defend Forward Strategy. Telephonic conversation will
take place on a public affairs conference line and last between 10-15 minutes.

* UAP Videos — Discovery Channel. Graham Evans, Discovery Channel, asked about using the
UAP videos he had seen on YouTube for the Discovery Channel show, “Strange Evidence.”
Pointed him to where the videos were officially released on the NAVAIR FOIA Reading Room,
and requested that the show cite U.S. Navy as the source, as weil as use our standard
disclaimer: "The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense {DoD) visual information does not
imply or constitute DoD endorsement.”

*JEDI. At 4 p.m. today, the DoD ClIO sent an Information Paper on the Upcoming IEDI Cloud
Litigation Milestone to Congress, explaining that the Court of Federal Claims {COFC) will make
a significant ruling within the coming weeks related to the Joint Enterprise Defense
Infrastructure {(JEDI} Cloud contract post-award protest. The ruling is on the Government’s
Motion to Dismiss, in Part, Count Four of Amazon Web Services (AWS)'s protest complaint.
Count Four relates to AWS’s allegation of improper infiuence at the highest levels of
government that, allegedly, unfairly affected the cutceme of the 1EDI Cloud competition. The
parties are now waiting for the Court’s ruling. After Congressional Notification was complete,
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