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10 December 19"5 

rom 1,fashbgton D C t find o ., i~o- ti n P-a to 
• 

·i jor told hi 'that th_ I 
I 

• too., aa. .. ~ at l~ :15 on 9 .1:rovember in the af't moon. (2115 Zulu ) I 
• 

' • 

old that a photo.3ra.pher in 1 tich!gan 

pie t.:e, This photographer is fi•om royal O .ts. I-Ie also toll th- • 
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D that~ search was Ula.de tn tt~m,pt to e over tb~ oo·ect. • 
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I 
n d unsucessfully e.-t 0200. I • 
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;; '4".fO FOR THE RECORD 10 De-::~mber 1965 • 
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•lr Hag~?l from the Air Force C9m1oanr\ Po.;t called t.o d 
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• • 
is any ~ditional. information. RS t .Lb · sighting at __ ... e, annsylvanla. 

• 
• • . • 

• • l• ajar. to, d him that we had no dditional information. es id tha.t. 1 
• • 

• 
is pr~bebly a. bolide or a n1~t9or. I jar told hilu about 
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1hich 1 probably cha:f radar :r iling JJQ, aa .. 
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'O T;B Rt-::CORD 10 D~c ~ o5 

peop:e sav a glo~ing 11. ht. 

The ~ w'?.3 e.lso a report that t,l .. re r s a bl.u~ 11 ht., 

( .conJ. -;a.Ll to O t•:.ale) 
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~d .hr~ as no o~ . 
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r.t Ca..>~!pa.n said t.hat these t·ch nded ~it.tout 0'-00. They (~ a-ched ,rt.th ·he 

State Police.. They could not 1: .. ind a yt ing. They .. to no·'" pl 

out a. The news media, etc. atopp d c8ll1n .bout lo ~loc' . 
• 

• 
• ' • 

• • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 
I 

I 

I 
• 
I 

• 

' 

I , 

I 
I 

l • • 

• 

• 
I 
• 

• 
I 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

•• 
• 

l 
' 

I 

I 

. I 
• 

I 

• 

• 



• • 

• 

1965 - R T!IE GCO D 10 L~c~mber " • 

• • bi • Colo:iel J. .:k' • f1.-0J1 th ... 3 e ~ 0 le~ • .L. 

0 : .... o • ., ':.12 l!l03:, rece:it n of 0 C 3.3~ 
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On the 8;f tamoon o.f' December ~~~~ a. my.starlous fireball made its- way 
• across ssven r,ar.t.h.aas~e~J'l sf:, ta_s_~?nd part of _ Ca~~" and was :.sighted by air­

line pilots as wsll as by hundreds or ofher people. St~ange metal strip3 were 
found !n a swamp 40 miles ort.M of Detroit, and a large oodad ?:"ea ubout 3 
miles fr~m Pittsburg. Pa. •.1.1as sealed off for sevgral hours hile n thorough 
se rch for debris u:as made by hundreds of members of t.h3 Army's 62nd R:1dar 
Squadron, state police, and vo!untears. Nothing was found. however. Officiols 
state th~t a meteorite was p=obably t e cause of it all, but the times in­
volved indicate th~t the object was tcaveling much too slo~ for a meteorite. 
Thera is also evidence that it changed course in flight. (N.Y. Journal-Amer -

• 

can, 12/1:J/65; The Jersey City i~. J. Journ:Jl. 12/10/6.5; Duluth,. .tllnn. ~ewa- . 
Tribune, 12/10/65; UPI; ete., •... 
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OCT 2 7 
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-:lb•· 1o1:a;.1eot vJu'co yau ,obn! •m* .aou ..... o-r P:f:ttt.s 
.pen1ns,-o:t ~-h•·r. 9,,. 119651-.- :~ • 4e:an:ltel7 a · rJ-11,ant.. 
~!11~ :1a11 1 • ol:IJect ·-wa11 z e_po~1 to the •. • r Paree • :t.1ae . 
ob .. rver:,· .1D llid1aae,. Oltlo., ·f ,- veni · 

• 

"'OllZ" ~:iterest 1:a O\lr -:n,partl.Ja TaaJ: stpt1:2g to 
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th !Ii ern ~ 

f•cem · !!l--9, on or 1:-rE. on 
Jl • ~. a fj • ' a 11 tl t mu t have een 

l,rigl1tt:1r • 1. c-k.eri l an .. :,~ • moon sc 
- r,, 1J1f! t Grc. La· -

• 

T 0 gh • l ·a c ~cl 011ly il 
r 

--\Y· - 'C l ••• .1no -~ tr,i • I 

t11. • i - Jc ..-, n • • ., , ,r . :) nan-• 
if WP• 

r ,t , t l tt' • cmo-
t·r • l -

• • ;1 I ,, . 
·• 

i l r ·:1.r t • , •. 11 : ·, n t·nd , I f 

•riP • p \ ·t> that 1c tir· >·Jll 
,!, 'l'I' I ri .[l' , I u 1Jt'C.ad, • il, t i1 •. -

t r , 11 , • c 1 \ • II II n, • 1, i i :; 11 , t <. ca , 

I \.,.,, 
I .1i111' 

. ru i•.~, 
I 

r h ·y f •I I on l. u l or h 1 r I I 

,, rnr._ • rihl. o thi • 111 ·r-
• I 111.· - •!,,, 11·. r .1 \ I.hr .•• • ,.., rl . 
r • .. i11 , the: i,n • , : , n ·::rr u1 -

1 Li I I 
• • • •• ,~ ·•]' .... . 1 

' • ,. 1 I 1 ., I (. 1 

• I I I l 'l i . : t ' I (' 
t f t 

• C"01 I~ tn ]1 , • 't • 
flOfl 
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•• ti1' ' (lll. 
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- ,. /1 I 
~ - -
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• J, 1lr: in f rhe De­
cen1 t r 9th fireb 11, a1► 

r . in1 11ely ·1. ,,ntl. 
f r it w- Br l ighted 

b 'Ri ~- ~ P. ham• 
piite fr m ~b >11 t 
nile , of Pontiil(;, 
Ii ltig· iU. I · hr d beeu 

driving muth alon n­
ter l~tt: 7 , ,vbt-n r ere 
w. Jl,a. h io the ·ky 
. t at altit11de · • abtlut 
30 d gre Tb firc­
bi:1JI tr=-v I d towa d the 
en ~ ending :1t a11 ,clc:­
,,ntiun ,,( 2-!i ,le •t e-. I 
)a t.ed " t,uut tie ac'-• 

:11d. i>\lthou h s ·hen 
fir. l en the iirebal 
~Pl ared to. ht? i·t. ling. 
t end d w,tb ,.,,ur t 

of light. 

1nnding on the .. ·houl• 
d~r -i h rad, jJt 

.. h~1mpine too th ·s i•i _ • 
ture i th a 4-h, .fj-.j n h 
·a1n r: . nd a I :..7-mm. 
Jell t is iLln- r l i 

ri o[ . our, 11,~ 
otliw:r being t • n a 
5 , 70. nr O . • on 
• at .r hi r • ob " . • 
·on. n he 1a t pictar 
he tra.in "" (T ngly 
urve,I i1t 1h . idd e. 

lo ;i e . ,, o 1b e ct ... ri j m.a . n 
a. ronomr clo e to t • • ~nt:! v n 
IJel C amberl:Jin ( -• . 1Jr·,nu J3netar-
·11m. ~.·:1st n ing, • i 11. In ,pon 
to hi T qu or ini rm t'on,, Ul re tl1 , . . -l per t n,m r por . -e \vru:e .~ 

• .. ;1 1U oc 11 ; out 9 • ~4 

T 1 -1 
~ .,,,,t •cl 

f IP 1i •• 

ro 1 ,111,, 
. (I 1 fl\ 

• .n nt 
"1:t rt a 
• 

l lo 
ell 

_ , - II: 

• 

• 
01 t 

>/I ., 
m 
• 

I' t C 

-· - .. 
I 

• • -
~· • .. - , ·~ j 

I 

, 
s 1r 

d.: rtl cin1 •). ·1 ·J1e <lu111. inr nl th. · m •o 
\.,;•a aliu . t four ~cconcJJ, , u l i r. •: , -_ ni.: 

scr'bctt • lJ illiJnt l 'gh t \ 1 i . t , 
on a rt: d. h lt I J.l tJ, en o rs patl . 
C lot ~tim·1t.e i1 ic -, l1·1r. it c , n ,I 
ra i ll fron1 hite to : :iu . 

•· 1;, br:"l1 ne. mu t h,11v ,, n on . t.­

ord r of ma12:njt de -15 o : r c , T 

.. ocate ii1 south ,iga,n. '"'1'11· 
fir I., I 1-ur-. int ,,ne i.c ,,. a,1 n • 
. n a 1 ler :i • ne,1 t • t i,Jr • • L i , J 

1 r < r , t , n i an, 
br c•Jru ver h • r,[ ia -

roit . to five 1nin1,1··1 1 t r, 
p H tng 0)1 tll't! 1 cali II oi. 1u::: IJ _~ru ... 

se i m gr a jJll i t , i 11 , tir1 , i fJ" 
( ho•ut !!. ii south,~ - t r ll r i1 
t · ord tit !ihc,ck. 

··one 011.s r,,er in I ic.l1igan }1a ju l 

1ni i1ed ta ing . l ri,.ec. •i 1 e- - an t z,. 
w 1 ed t wa l ht L 1.- e. t v,.-1 . n 1l1t 

!if bah ap red. He uic ._ y t • 
.:o1or oi th rain ; 1 I lou . 

,_ r • . ti n re iudr:r ,¥'-:J.'f ( r C ua-
d " 1 .. ient· t' arl tny. :J" to 

io .s altem t l • J..., • te c,1. • • i 11 • i 
o · ible rt I :,f et • ." 
By th ·1c_, -;. h r· I, a op' .. 

: and -eolo .. pr,,te t n t• e Univer 
; ty of ;, • if r • a . J~1 it -s• 

~ T 3.: y n n,., trip ·t r. H, 
st te li.r, a 
• • l J , inten ew p - e , 1at s:en · 11 

all. 
''01 D cembc:r 12 ·, ;,r:riv c. 1 ''! • · 
nd, en ted ~ ,1 , a tl I 1Y v, !it 

t l o 01,le . t •• r' , h"o. L.at r 
the day .a. ,·1si t1 < er - c .. n. 11 

t dmi il r~ io , i t ntro c nt . 
bCl'lin, ' 10, o se it • e au i nv u • 

I 

inform. ti,on. • l y id, :\nr th.ron 
f.r. f-Iatton . rh • f:t . it ·,1. •Ti 

. opy f _ .. , ,y 
11 , Ii t •• 

p. ' ·ro -. 1 1r , I l r i • i TI CS f i 
ni J m ·~ 4') ... 

I j • { i :l I -
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Glf E,·tT LAKc . Flllli.0✓1LL 
• 

• ~Tl ttt•rf f l'Of/L ,,age 79) 
was mt1cl1 clo,cr t11an it really va • 

• 
• • 

• 

• • 
• • 

• 

J 
I 

l1c11

1 tree . 
or,l 1 

it disappt:ar d behincl a l,ouse or :\ 
many peor1le tltot1ght iL 11 .. ul {;\II ·11 

a !c,v l,uncired ya rtls b<')'Ond. 
"If the t ettorite had fallen a fe\'I mi11-

utes later tl-.a day, it probably could have 
been reco, ered from tl,e muc:h niore f 11 ' 

vorable terrain [aTtl,er ,vcs . The stce1 
trsjcctory ,,,j h the hart visibility o( thr 
fireball ir.d:cate that it ,v • x.Lratenec 
ttial ma , eT :at.'ler th:.tn a re urning space 
craft." 

\'"ll iarn \\i rner, a regional lirect 
for the :\n1erican ~fcteor 'ociet , st1I 

mitted thr-ee sightings. One was Ly H , • 
ar<l Dttc:l'l of \V o t r, Ohio, ,,·110 <.11 

s ibed the fireball , s .. cry bri ,}1l, ye 
lowir.ll, like a r ckt!t fl. tne. J\lue-gril 
smoke trail remained one minute; 1 
puff, five mint1te~:• 

Pcler ~I. 1 lillman o[ tl1e .N.i.ti nal R' 
,earch Counril of Cnnadil fonv:-irtled 1 
report fr 01 1--l. N<•eclham at tile Lone.lo, 
Otltario. airport. He ,Jescribed the ling 
ing train a· seen mo ·t f the time agaii1 
a clear we~tern sky. It uecame twisted a~ 
off-white in color, ending as "a thin ho 

' 
zontal ti ud'' vi ible (or at lea l 20 mi 
utes. • 
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J)ctroit). fhc r1 ·w liall ~i~llt •ct nu oh}·<.t1 
uniting ~r110k~ .011th of D • roit. 

"'\'ithiu tl1e ne,;~t fc,v 111inutC$ 1n:111y 

or her raili<) ml.'ssagc. ,, ~1 <· received from 
airuorn~ oh'> r,·cr!i in ;\ 1 ichig-;in, Ontari<> . 
ancl Ohio. la11y pllc,t, t11ougllt nn air­
pl: ne ,,•a1; ,lo\\1 t1 i11 l.nk<: l~1·i •. \ hen a ll 
1 h<' IJl':t ri 11g \\"Cr~ plc, tc(I on ,1 111,11>, I hey 
intcrscctetl i.11 an ;iprn nximalt'ly 300- . 
squ. r •I nil n1rn hct\v~cn ~folcdc>, Jhlo, 
ancl Pclr r l.111 cl (r.re ,n, p). ·1·1i i a rrcc<I 
,,·itl1 . i.;hti11~s f101n the Cl~ ,•eJ:tn<l area. 

1 
"The n :t d,,y I drove f,1rcher ,vt t tc·, I 

th rr. ,ion of 1:rcn,011L. s.1ndu ·ky, rlll(l r 

Port 'Jintnn, Ohio. Aht,nu r11 th se citie i 
,,,er• nca 1:r 1l1<: end f tl,e fire . trs trcl jec­
tory, , ·cc,· f C\'I p1•ople J1,Hl n ti eel th • 
pl1conmenon, prol,:-.bly l>ccau. ~ it \Y:l • 

Jiigl1 in tJ1 '·y r,11 her tl1a11 cloe to che, 
l1ori1 11 . I-J ,vcv r, lie,· ral r<'ports placed 
the fir b:tll to the north. Ott oh Pn•,:r 

at Port ClinLon-on the Sl'luth shore or 
Lake E ic-:-11,i;o ~:\W the fireball to the 

1,a t o cc111Tcd /\Ou 1h of tl1e lak . 
"I , l1c11 rclcpho11 d p I ire • ation!4 an<l 

local opcrator1; on all i11h;:1J1ite<l islar1 l 1 
in the ,.,·e. tern cn<l o I~o.ke Eri , in11uir-l 
i11g if anyone had seen the fireball. No1 
one ha,J, but many person" r1e:trd a louci · 
dcton1tion or ~onic boorn at thnt time. 
Several people \\' re c: rr.iin tl1at it cane, 
from Lhc ,,·c:st or uort,}1\v st. 1.uis sonic' 
1100m bJ al~o hcen he.ird hy m,1ny in 
i'o • C1·n• n, 1,ur not fJrrhf"r ea~t. 

"In vie,., of th n1all popltln.tion oi 
the-. • :1nd (l'clce J. la11<l; orth, 1\t • i-
<lle, and South ltn i l3nct. ~ .11cl KcJl~y 
I lat1tl antl the f att tJ,ar oiit inhnl>itanu 
stay i itle H 11n1rh a rio ihle in Dec<!m• 
bcr. it i not urpri.iing tliat there '" re 
110 <lb!-ervcrs 0£ the lire-hall. 

"Cal ling c:olche11ter, On aTio, on the 
oppo it h re o the lake, I talked to 
'!\tr.,;. fargar t Lanki,1, vhn ,,,i h 11 r 
claughr er hacl l1een ha11ging clot.hes ,vhen 
the fir hall : ppt:ared. ,\bout 50 ·cco.nd 
a ftcr it tlii;.1 ppt'nreclt tt,t·y heaT(l loucl 
d<'tonations. 

"J al, ud ·c·tl by, t ·l phone to Richard 
ChJmpine, ,vho took the nc-co rnpanying 
pho1ogr:1ph. Tii; na1ne l1ad b n giYen 
to 1 by 1.he f·, \ :\ in O erli n . 

•· ~ is clear lh:tc only ne firel)alJ oc­
CltrT ·d '3ncl th , t this ht"C,,m,. ni:,nlumi,1011, 
a numher of rnil ·, abovt the -.,,-e,tern en 

f I .. n 'ri , ~t, ,r oh tt"Vl'!T" :-igrcc:d tll~ 

it bu rs,t int s \'f'J"ill picct·s .,r the end oi 
• • 
1t tr.11cc1nr •. 

"The ttl .. ,,t 11 \\":t oi., ·r\ C • 1 1 ii r 
proplc an ()11t. rio, . f •<11 • ,1 , hio, Pcn 11 - . . 
;; ·l\·:1 ia, :ind 1 , • ~ r t' •:1c· 1 t 'r1 11 i !t­
horing .~ t;,1e, . Ju nl!w· p.,, tr :icco• nt.11, a 
:,:- •. t r11,\11y ~IIJ>fl ' d iu1r>,lt.t 51 t! ,,, ·rr. 
rr1 o ,ed. both in ou,h·., 1:.c;t rn r,•r1r,11yl• 
l';inia a11tl c: .-:c ·rn liin. 1:r ,gmcnt. ,ver ~ 
,L1ir11 d to h.,\"' f,111 11 in C)h:,, :,ntl l\·ri h-

• 

'Tl, ,_. 1rr .,r, i11 d' h -1 J>r-nin 'I :-iru-.,· 

(r"lrtl t,: irnpn'"thilil • ,,f ("( imarin? th . 
<li ,t,ll re C :1 11 nhjP(t in d. k . :\lmo5 
,,•r, 1\e , l11J • , ,,. l \~ 111 c 1i,1II thn1·~ht 1c 

( ,.11: fir •j fl I /1 IJ<! "~) 
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OCT l 9 1966 
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. 
• - • • 
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!bis is 1n repl3' 1» :,our let~ o~ Dece:nber lO to • ngnt­
?atterso.o Air Force Base b -shj.ch :,OU n _u~ed irifol"l!lad.on. 
reganling tbe identity o~ the =-terial vhicn. you ioc .. osed . • 

. T!te "fireball" vhich vaa s~t:ted by !,apef:r Count:, ~s,d...;10 •• 

·.18.8 also obaerw:d by res:tdents in I:ndtar.a, Ohio~ sout~es~.e ~ 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

. M1chi~n, and Fenne.y.lVBD1a. 'There is ll0: ~ec-v.icn :_r;-t!A:,:!O t · • 
t'i.reball and the. maT.erial. vb1 cb ~s f'ormd in ta:ryee: C011,n"1~. 
iDaterial. wbich :J'0U sutmi'tted or 3-na)yaia is ~ha.It'. Thi a mat-ti.al 

• • 

• 

1s dro!)p.!d by a:ircral.'t to com~ae r~c!er C1JrUpleXa8 ~-.e:i ~rt.J..ciµta.. -3 
in in:terdictioa exercises. Chart' CSll tra~.l tor many .ttii.,a,, da-per.d-

• 

1:og oa wind currents a;cti i:nnd 7e.lcc1t1~s. . . 
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• LAPEER COUNTY SH~Rl.~F'S. OFFICE • 
KEMNETH A. PARKS, SH ERIFF 

• 

LAP ER + MJCHIGAN 
Phone MO 664•8565 

• • • 
• 

• 

• 

December 10, 

Project Bluebook • 
F. P. D. 
Wright, ?stterson Air 
Dayton, Ohio· 

r 

Gentlemen: 

• 

• 

Force 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Base, • 

- ~ 

• 

On Decehlber 9, 1965 in Lapeer County several 
residents spotted a fireball in the sky, sa·d 
that there was a strea· of smoke and fire. Some 
claimed that they seen an. object go down. In 
the area the enclosed \-las found. 

1•·ould you be able to identify thls and advise 
any infonnation that might be of help in this 
matter . 

• 

Thank you . 
• • 
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10 Dec ber 1965 
• 

f1·0 

the me eor which l~ed in ACJ:1e, nnsyl"ran!a. He said tb t • t ·, s 105 
• 

a_grees . etic. Ib C d dolffl to bout 25 d gre 'Ih d~~ r:' ~1 n • • • .,. 

1/4 ins:ta.ntanctOUs. It lasted less t an a cond. H leilt hi.:> numbe~-
• • • • • 

at ~ork Ee "tlOUld b :w·or ing unti1 5 : 30 , 
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