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LCecember 28, 1950

| Dear Oscar:

Your confidential memorandum of the twenty-first,
enclosing a memorandum from the Chief of the
Explosive Branch is most interesting. It seems to
me that Mr. L ewis has something and we should
take a look at it. These Russians have been taking
over the German scientists*and I think we ought to
be careful thai they don't get a corner on ther,

I wish you would discuss the matter with the Senior

staff of Central Intelligence and then after New Year's
we will decide what we ought to do.

Sincerely yours,

Houorable Oscar .. Cha
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Envelope was marked personal.
| RAC

‘{5F - Gerenl Fiie. 7 Sa- S
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

DEC 21 1950

Cenfidenbiel

Memorandum for the President.

Dr. James Poyd, Director, Bureau of lines, has handed me the
attached memorandum from ore of his ocutstanding scientists who not long
ago returned from Cermany. His suggestion that we undertake a program
for bringing to this country additional scientific talent from Germany
seems to me to be worthy of thoughtful consideration.

demters of my steff have discussed the subject informally
with Colenel Daniel E. Ellis of the Joint Intelligence Cbjectives
Service who has been heading a program for bringing to this country
as opportunitiss for work cculd be fourd for them outstanding scientists
from the Vestern Zone of Germeny. However, Colonel Ellis was inclined
to think that the hreadth of the program proposed in the attached
memorandum to the Directer of the Sureau of Mines, with its political
and finzncial implications, cannot be undertaken at the present,

In any event, this matter is ocutside the scope of the work
of this Department and I draw it to yowr attention solely with the

thought that you may want to refer it to some appropriate unit for
cansideration and report.

Of course, Dr. Boyd and other members of my staff sre available
for discussion of this proposal at such time as they are called upon.

Secretary 2£ the IntCier

" REGLASSIFIED
Attschment £EO. g@éq 3

-

, Sec, 320
= LR TN Dept. Guideiinzs, i
ap——

S 2y

e - Mew 77,1872
By .DER - e ler=Fy



@4/21/2009 13:52 R TRUMAN LIBRARY PAGE ©84/86

MNal e g
s - o L
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF MINES
4800 FORBES STREET
PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA

Octaober 18, 1950

. D‘C};ﬁ;éSiHED

Hamgrania L ST EO. =, —Sec. 3-A492J .
. Stz Dept. Guidalines, Smiré3932—

To: The Director e, 2 70%

- By.DEB _ NLT, Date_is-/S-ez

From: Chief, Explosives Branch

' Subject: Critiecal situation regarding scientists in Cermany

During my recent scientific mission to Germany, I became aware
of a serious situation relative to German scientista which I am bring-
ing to your attention as I consider it to be of vital importance to the
national defense. ‘ .

Berlin and Gottingen have become centers of sciemtific re-
search where eminent scientists and their assistants have been assembled.
Both places are on the edge of the Russian Zone., PBRussian propaganda has
been filtering through to the scientists in an uncbtrusive manper, setting
forth advantages of conducting scientific research on the Ruseian side,
namely, the meny great research institutions, unlimited equipment and
scientific aides, and good housing, food, and clothing for the scientists
and their families. All of these are drawing cards as the German scien-
tist, in many instances, apparently does not mind on what =zide of the line
he works, as long as adequate facilities are available for carrying out
uninterrupted research in his chosen field and the living conditions are
good, Conversations revealed the nature of the threat, namely that when
ready the Russians would "invrite® them“and transpart them and their fami-
lies into the Bussian Zone, The will to resist would be broken down by
subtle propaganda of the above type. A similar situation exists in other
Cerman research centers. '

I talked with a mumber of the scientists, particularly Profes-
gor K. F. Bonhoeffer, Director Physical Chemistry Division of the Kaiser
Wilhelm Institute, Berlin, and the Max Planck Institute, Gottingen, Pro-
fessor Ivan N. Stranski, Technical University of Berlin, Professor W. Jost,
University of Marburg, and Professor H. O. Kneser, Physikalisch-Technische
Anstalt, Braunschweig. All were fully sware of the situation, Professor
Stransici, who is situated in Berlin at the back door of the Russians, con-
siders the situation alarming. An interview with Mr. K. H., Lauder, Chief
of the British Scientific Research Branch in Gottingen, diselosed that he
and his staff had been aware of this dangerous situation for scme time.

PSE - fionera) Filo - ¥ Sasqa®
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It is felt that the loss of several humdred first—class German
scieptists and their chief assistants to the Russians would be a disas-
trous blow to us. It would bave the equivalent force of losing a simi-
lar number of our key scientists to the Russians.

It was determined by conversations with some scientists that
they would view with favor invitations from universities and research in-
stitutions in this country to come here for a limited period (say, the
duration of the emergency) to carry on their research., Professor Stranski
estimated that a large number would accept such invitatians. Qthers, who
might consider this move somewhat premature, would have to be apprised of
the urgency of the matter. Although I do not know personally all of the
scientists involved, I am gethering a list of the important ones and their
research specialties.

The plan that is suggested is that for defense reasons, selected
universities and research institutions throughout the United States be
subsidized with funds and facilities, where required, to enable them to
extend invitations to selected German scientists whose field of work is of
interest to the institutions. The research work of each institution would
be enormously benefited; students wounld receive inspiration by contact
with other eminent sciemtists; the spirit of basic research and discovery
in this couwntry, as good as it is, would unguestionably be heightened; the
scientists would be of material assistance to us in our own defense research
program; and the Russians would be deprived of their talents.

Immediately following the war, several bhundred Cerman scientists
and engineers wers brought to this country under Air Force, Navy, and Amy
sponsorship to engage in research on rocket and jJet propulsion problems.
They were maintained in several large groups and, I believe, they were well
integrated into the progmms. A particular advantage of the above plan ias
that the scientists would be spread out over the United States where they
could be integrated into our scientific society in very small groups, In
this way a maximm of benefit would be had from their separate talemts.

The cost of bringing 600 scientists and their chief assistanta
and families to this country, and establishing them in research centers
with provision of facilities, is estimated at about $25,000,000 for the
first year, and about $10,000,000 in each succeeding year. Upon termina-
tion of the emergency, they would be returmed to their seats of learning
in their mative country. Since some of the scientists reside in the
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British Zone, cooperation with the British should be sought for abe
sorbing part of this number in their universities. I believe that
cooperation of American universities in this program could be ex-
pect.d. .

The benefits to the United States are incalculable, and
it is hoped that seriocus consideration can be given to this plan.

Bernard Lewis
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THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE ’A/ Ih
WASHINGTON 25 4

Docember 41 1945

' : . : THE WHITE HOUSE :
MEMORANDUM TO: Honorable Harry S. {aumana ., pj |7 u)w'_}l.kc-)\

FROM: Secretary of Commerce mm*’"
SUBJECT: pProposed Importation of German Sclentists
' for U.S. Science and Industry Benefit.
X|7&

The transfer of outstanding German scientists to' thils
country for the advancement of our sclence and industry secems
wise and logical. It 1s well known that there are presently
under U.S. control eminent scientists whose contributions, if |
added to our own, would advance the frontliers of scientific !
knowledge for national benefit.

We are informed that our allies consider the employment
of such men to be desirable and that many of the better CGerman
scientists have been transported to Russis and Britain where
their past and future knowledge will be incorporated in the
scientific endeavors of those nations. 1In recent weeks the
movement of German scientific personnel from American control
to zones under control of our Allles, especially the U.S.S.R.,
nas increased markedly. Two Nobel prize winners are among
this group: Dr. Hertz, Director of the Research Laboratory
of Siemens and Halske and a world renowned physiclst, and
Professor Warburg, recipient of the Nobel award in medicine
and physiology in 1931. It is evident that many of the out-
standin% German scientists will no longer be available unless
a decision is made quickly to permit their importation to this
country. ; '

TYPICAL GERMAN SCIENTISTS NOW_AVAILABLE

It 1s cmtemplaﬁed that any importations to this - . !
country would be reatricted to sclentists of outstanding at-" " !
|

tainments who can make & positive contributlon to our scien‘t‘ﬁ_ip. '...
and industrial efforts. “ .*-"'.253

Exainples of the calibre of men referred to and available

are:

BUY| Dr. W. J. Reppe--Director of Research, I. G. Farbenindustrie--
o . ot

aF 192
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Honorable Hafry S. Truman--2

Leader in the newly expanded field of acetylene
chemistry. His knowledge in this field should be

a great asset to U.S. industrial research. The
American Chemical Society and leading chemical firms
heve atteated the need for and value of Dr. Reppe's
services.

Hellmuth —_Yember of the famous Hertz femily--
‘ exceedingly promising young sclentist, trained
" in nuclear physics and already requested by the

University of Chicago for their newly founded
Institute for Nuclear Research. -

__22;_%ggnz_lnna=-An-eminent physicist, specially expert
” n optics, who taught at the Universities of Jend and
Gottingen and left teaching for position with Zelss
optical Works. A world famous physicist who could

make a real contribution to the furthering of optical
factories in this country. , '

Dr. 0. Graff--A universally reapected expert on concrete
Toad construction. Graff is responsible for the

A "guto babns" in Germany and should be able to assist
in our peace-time road program.

_EE:,Q&!&.Eahn=-Fbrmer Director of the XKaiser Wilhelm
Tnstitut fur Chemie. A world famous chemiat in the
field of radlo active chemistry. In 1939 he discovered
the flssion process of uranium on which the atomlc
vomb development is based. He has just recelved the
Nobel prize. '

POLICY DECLARATION REQUIRED

If you agree that the importation of a selected few
(approximately S0 in number) would be an asset to our economy,
I suggeat that you declare thls to be U.S. policy. Subsequent
to such a declaration, the State Department, which controls
reparations, the Labor Department, concerned with irmigration
affairs, and the Publication Board, created by you to insure.
the dissemination of scientific knowledge, can work out
practical methods for bringing such men to this country. The
%uiding prineiples followed in devising such methods might el

e %0 3

(a) oOnly sclentists of proven ability with positive
. value to U.S. sclence and industry will be selected.

03/18@
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_Honorable Harry 3. Trumanfns
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(b) ' A careful screening to insure against the {mportation
""" of any one harborlng anti-democratic principles will
be essentlal.

(c) The men should be brought here willingly under an
honorable and fair plan for their dlsposition. This
plan should also insure that thelr knowledge and the
resilts of thelr research in this country are made
fully and freely available to all.

A positive progranm along the lines described 1a
essentially "intellectual reparations" and may well be the most
practical and enduring national msset we can obtain from the
prostrate German. nation. ; :

64/186
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‘ i55 AagIVES AND T
Memorandum:for The President: ':\a“‘ﬁf.‘l'w.ns L

o SERVICE" a, F

Tt 1s my understanding that Mr. Acheson sent
you a memorandum deted August 30, on the subjeet, "Tnterim
Exploitation of Germsn and Austrian Specislists in the
United Statesf, recommending approval 6f~the‘policy declided
on by State, War and Navy.

I believe that 1t would be most advantageous te
have the policy epproved. Approval wili be of benefit in
two ways: first, in negotlating extenslens for German end
Austrian specislists alreedy in the United States, the.fact.
being that some of these tontracts expire this month snd we
are having noe success in negotiating extensions in the ab-
sence of an approved policy; and second, further procnre-.
ment of these apeclalists from Europe for ﬁtilization in
this country will be greatly impeded uwnless prompt action
can be taken., For these reasons, I hope that yo; can see

your way clear to advlise the State Departwent of your

OsPPee

. , P Robert P. Patterson
rpp:]_m . . ' Secretm of Waro, Xﬂf’

approval,

.x/?;"-
X1t
X192~
~172-4

. ‘ N W B t,f?
s tvame PNeod 2 Ao ePanDRENCE Y T



@4/21/2089 13:56
: F 440 [ ] . TRLMAN LIBRARY PAGE ©6/186

N 1(11
B 0. U832 Sec. 3(0) and D) o (8)

73
SR W 7 ‘}*f?lrc..‘-ﬁo #‘ ~ "
By iy MRS

AUG3 1946

:_Hu’bsu'ct Toverin momum of Oormin dnd Astrian m-ehlhu

. in the Fnited Mn D X198 x/eb

. I-sn mmtm for opmhl M of Urdted sw«u
poncym She idterinm- m&uﬁo& of #elected Oprman and Rustrien

~'apoﬁuulm an’ ?.ho Upivhd ha.m. AW,

Sino. ahortly after v WVfl; #ar Department has operated a xZ5

R m:tatmu “*Paperel, : Zalk S ander which selécted Odrwén sclentista - /72

coantyy under military ouatedy for- whort=

- 45 !
-"tm upa.oittu "hete. Femaing ‘in our xones ‘of Geresy and histris
,"1‘"3,39‘,!':\99!', p{,mﬁ&ﬂiﬁl 'lhoée ‘Rrowledge sad wility: could Ve weed to

/72. f\

“MERafney bas’ Wﬂﬂ;&t the serve

2 > wcimcta sy B8 lost te us ualess steps are
tmm ~qn1&!$ -t ttmh— miuwm woder favorable clréimatances,

m:ummmi‘crm&usww*toudﬁha

‘-tom of votwaen: 200 snd 3600 Apecialists, Since sooperation oI

© " Xhe- apuunzm s ‘medsetery to ‘suchgentnl exploltution, provision
48 wdde for tringing wonhexs of ‘specialists’ Tanllies Yo this. countey,
- ang Sor relaking the tm‘um Sostoly arrangomints.. Me War

- Depathmbnt -wonld be namﬂblé 2o¢ wastody and £or ne;hxaing Tron

.'i__-'tho program: m “with m or mitarimc reoords, - '

: fba mmse& u&lﬁn ﬁmw ’t.ht imnagntim Laws,

. '-.!hclmun:

1% 5@ mteaphuﬁ thﬁ. nti ;JLM dits nlws.a paﬂnns m‘la

b 6
" This. ﬁaﬁm s, uud ojh wamm at 4he: Jngt ehuts A1 4
- : , Ay the State, Far md mﬁy mts *

ERY. e -xmnw o Aoting Sscretary. x2o -

Fbucy aaumt [ﬁ,«g,t ,g ,C,Z/(,() /Z&?
J———_e 7/*/#’



84/21/2009 13:56 TRUMAN LIBRARY
DECLASSIFIED
B. O. 11652, See. () and D) or (E)
*wn berezi, Au 1973,

BC m 2.A. yr./.- s ol IZ ALY
,____.__.m -

By NLY e, NARS Dutefooy- i
APPENDIX “BY ' .
P NDI B ? o Q‘“M;M'-C S :
’ £
g | )
INTERIM EXPLOITATION OF G_Ea%ﬂ _AND mgg.;g ém‘.‘e‘.\“&”ho j—*
BPEOIALISTS UNDZR P OJE T PAPERCLI ‘w i §

1. It is the policy of thls Government (SWNCO 257/5) to‘,;,{;
exploit eelected German and Auptrian specialists ln science

and technolegy in the United Btates.

2. Mo insure that the time required for normal processing
of immigration papers does not delay evacuation of epeciallets
and families to the Unlted States so as to render present
policy ineffective and thereby endanger the national security,
the War Department Paperclip Project will be expanded as
followa: | o

A. Those specialists selectﬁd by the War and wsavy

Departments, plus nominations by the Commerce Depaitment

for exploitatlon under civilian suspices will De

coneolidated, coordinated with the British, and certified
by a designated agency of ‘the Joint Chiefs of Staff

(now JIDA) as the "U. S. Exploitation List’ of German

and Austrian Speclaliste in Bcience and Technology".

The War De;artment will instruct the Commanding General,

U. S. Forces in the Furopean Theater to arrange the

execution of contracte by specialists and their

evacuation to the United States ln the following mannex:

(1) The epecialiste so brought to the United
States, exciupive of families, will not exceed
1000 in number at any time. .
(2) The War Department will be responsidle for w
moving famlllee of séeoialleta'already in the
United Statee, additional epeclalists, and their
femlilies, as rapldly as transportation from %tae
Theater and houging in the United States can be

made avallable., Normally familles will not be

SWNCC 257/22 - 161l - Appendix "B
TOP-BECRBT
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evacuated with specialists'concerned, but in the

order of the length of time the speciallst has

been under exploitation and obeervation 1n the

U.8.

(3) The contracts to be arranged with specialists
by the Commanding General, USFET, will be so
drafted ae to ensure suitable salary and WOfking
conditions for the specilallets without obligating
the War or Navy Departments beyond the legal
limitations of thelr respectlve appropriations.

(4) Contracts will provide return to Germany or
Augtria for those specialiste and members of thelr
families in cases of speclellsts not found guallified
for extensive exploltation or of individuale not
found acceptable by the United States for permanent
residence in this oountry,

(5) Persons propoéed to be brought to the U.S.
hereunder ehall be soreenod by the Commanding
General, USFET, on the basis of available records.
No peraon round by the Commanding Genersl, USFET,
to have been a member of the Nazi Party and more
fnan a nominal participant in 1ts activities, or
an active euppo}ter of Nazlsm or militariem shall
be brought'to the U. 8. her'eunder. However, nelther
p&aition nor honorﬁ awarded a gpecialigt under the
Nezi Regime r.lely on account of nis sclenitlific
or technical ability will in themseelves b2 considered
sufficient to disgqualify a speclallst for evacuation
to the U.S. nereunder; Where there 1s doubt as
to qualification of a speclalist under ths preced-
ing sentence, the Commanding General, USFET, may
transport the speclalist to the U.S., where further
interrogation and screening shall be conducted

lmmedlately in order to determine guch qualificztion.

SWNCC 257/22 - 152 - ' Avpendix "B"
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(6) A11 epecialiste and families brought %o
the United States will be under temporary,

1imited military custody until such time a8

vigag are granted or reiatriation 1a accomplished.

The degree of surveillance over any gpeciallst

will depend upon the length of time he hoe been

under observation and exploitation in the United

Statee, and the trustworthiness he has demonstrated

under interrogation, gereenlng and subsequent

observatione

(7) The War Department will formulate, in
coordination with the Navy Department, the security
and administrative pfOOedure ncopgeary to protect
the national intereste during the tomporary linited
military custody of these gpccialists ~né thelr
families, and yet to ingure the maximum exploltﬁtLOﬂ
of all theee speciallste ﬂy military and clvilian
agencies.

b. Speclalista and theilr families brought %o the
United States hereunder will remaln under temporary,
1imited military custedy until visas are grented or.
repatriation la accomplished.

(1) Upon arrival of epecialists or familles

in the United States, the Var Departmont will

gereen, -and cause to be prepared complete blo-

grephical -.id profeselonal data on all such persons,
copiee to be supplied to the FBI, JIOA, and the

technical gervice of the War or Navy Departments, v

whichever 1s the apbneoring agencys

(2) Through interrogztion, inveetigation and
surveillance by the Technical Services of the

Army, the Army Air Foroccs and the Navy, with the

aselstance of the Commanding General, USFET, the

War Department will causec the beat information

ez, AvnondAlyx MRN
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evallable concerning these specialiste and theldr
families to be aseembled for consideration by -
the Justice and State Departments in connuctLDJ
with implementation of SWNCC 267/5.

(3) At the time request is made for the S
{asuance of a viea, or for the return to Germany
or Austria, of any speolallat or hiz family, &
copy of all additional security interrogation,
investigation and survelllance papers will be
forwarded to the FBI through JIMA by the sponsor-

ing agency of the War or Navy Departments.

SWNOC 257/22 - 154 - Appendix "B
ROP_SECRED





