
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

FOIA Service Center

January 28, 2021

John Greenewald Jr.
Owner/Founder
The Black Vault
27305 W. Live Oak Rd
Suite #1203 
Castaic, CA  91384

RE: FOIA Request No. 21-00569-F 

Dear John Greenewald:

This letter is a final response to your request for information pursuant to the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, dated December 21, 2020 and received in this office on 
December 21, 2020.  Your request was forwarded to the following offices to search for 
documents that may be responsive to your request: Office of Communications and Outreach 
(OCO) and Office of Chief Information Officer (OCIO).

You requested the following:  This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of 
the news media." I am a freelance television producer often working on documentaries related to 
my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured throughout major news organizations, and I 
freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be given, if needed.

I respectfully request a listing of all videos uploaded to your agency's YouTube channel, but are 
marked as UNLISTED or PRIVATE.

If such a list does not exist, and your agency will not create one to fulfill this request, I will agree 
to accept a printout of the YouTube's content channel page, listing only those videos shown as 
UNLISTED or PRIVATE (this is easily shown using the "filter" button at the top of the video 
listings).

I believe this would be an agency record, as the video uploads and listings were created by your 
agency; are under control of your agency (can add and delete at will) and they are used by your 
agency for the work of your agency. Therefore, if no list exists, I believe this printout should be 
subject to the FOIA.

Staff from OCIO informed this office (FSC) that after a search of their files, they were unable to 
locate any documents that were responsive to your request.
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Attached via PAL Download are 216 pages of fully releasable documents that are responsive to 
your request. The documents provided are:

 21-00569-F OCO

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover the costs pertaining to your request.  The Department has 
concluded that you fall within the category of “news media.” However, the Department has provided 
you with this information at no charge.  The Department's release of this information at no cost does 
not constitute the grant of a fee waiver, and does not infer or imply that you will be granted a fee 
waiver for future requests made under FOIA to the Department.  Because we were able to locate and 
process these documents at minimal costs, they are provided to you at no cost.

You have the right to seek further assistance from the Department’s FOIA Public Liaison, Robert 
Wehausen.  The Department’s FOIA Public Liaison can be reached by e-email at 
robert.wehausen@ed.gov; by phone at 202-205-0733; by fax at 202-401-0920; or by mail at 
Office of the Executive Secretariat, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, 
7C132, Washington, DC 20202-4500, Attn:  FOIA Public Liaison.

If you have any questions, please contact the FSC at (202) 401-8365 or 
EDFOIAMANAGER@ed.gov.

Sincerely,

Sandra Lewandowski
Government Information Specialist
Office of the Executive Secretariat

Enclosure

mailto:robert.wehausen@ed.gov
mailto:EDFOIAMANAGER@ed.gov
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